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MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

(i) RELIEF MEASURES FOR THE FLOOD

victiMs OF GORAKHPUR DISTRICT

st WA WA (atgaiq) :
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(ii) TECHNOLOGY FOR THE EXPLORATION
AND EcoNoMIc EXPLOITATION ON
NICKEL AND COBALT MINERALS

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO (Dhen-

kanal): It is a paradox that, while rich,
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scarce and strategic minerals lie buried
underground, the country has to pay
a heavy amount in foreign exchange
year after year to import the same
mineralé merely because we have not
been able to finalise the technology that
will be used for the exploration and
economic exploitation of these minerals,
I am referring about Nickel and Cobalt.
India imports her entire requirements
of these two metals and the annual
outgo is Rs. 30 crores in foreign ex-
change. It is a pathetic situation be-
cause as far back in 1971-72 the Geo-
logical Survey of India had established
the existence of rich reserve of 15
million tonnes of nickel of 1.19 per
cent nickel in Kansa area of Orissa,
An Indian consultancy firm was &ap-
pointed to draw up a feasibility report
which suggested that annually 6,90,000
tonnes of nickel could be mined, out
of which 4,800 tonnes of nickel, 200
tonnes of cobalt and 17,000 tonnes of
fertiliser type ammonia could be pro-
duced. However, the process recom-
mended by this firm was put to a pilot
plant test for nearly five
ween 1973—77 but it did not give the
desired results. In the bargain the
Government had lost an investment of
Rs. 42 lakhs and much more than that,
precious time was lost. Since there
was no other indigenous technology
available within the country, we had
to look for foreign technology and
offers were receiveq from:- USSR,
Canada and Cuba. It is rather un-
fortunate that even during the last
three years the finalisation and the
selection of the technology out of these
three offers could not be made. It is
now understood that the choice of tech-
nology has been narrowed down as two
of these do not suit Indian condition
and‘ purpose. Expert opinion ig also
available after due processing. I would
therefore, request the Government not
to lose any more time on this issue.
I may add in this connection that in
Z‘iddltlon to 15 million tonnes reserve
In Kansa another reserve of 14 million
;‘_UUHES l’}ave further pean discovered in
he Sukinda Valley in Orissa. This no
doubt will help the Government to set
UDp a plant of 10,000 tonnes capacity
Instead of 5,000 tonnes capacity as en-
Visaged earlier.  urge upon the hon.

years bet-
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Minister for Steel to take expeditious
action to finalise the technology issué
and initiate immediate steps to locate
the plant in Orissa which has already
been decidegd upon by the Central Gov-
ernment and save the foreign exchange
now being incurred on imports.

(iii) TRAFFIC SURVEY OF THE PROPOSED
RArLwAY LINE ON BANDEL-HOWRAH
SECTION

PROF. RUP CHAND PAL (Hooghly):
Bandel-Howrah section is one of the
busiest sections of Eastern Railway as
well as a remunerative one. Daily,
thousands of people are going to Cal-
cutta through Howrah station for vari-
ous reasons, viz, service, business,
medical treatment, education etc. From
the Railway time table it may be seen
that there are more than 50 nos. of
local trains running daily between
Bandel-Howrah. Besides, during the

office time, there are also 20 nos. Mail,.

Express, Fast Passenger and Passenger
trains. Further during this peak hours
a good number of goods trains also

‘run  through Bandel-Howrah Down

line,

Moreover, beyond  Sheoraphuli-
Serampore, there are some local Down
trains viz. Sheoraphuli, Tarakeswar
and Serampore etc. running during the
office time. As a result, most of the
local trains cannot move smoothly over
their own tracks and as a result of
which commuters have to stay in train
for a long time somelimges over a
station and sometimes iff the middle
of the stations. The other
local trains have also to be stayed nver
the same line one after another. :

Day by day the number of daily -

passengers, ordinary passengers, ven-
dors as well as goods, parcels ete. are
also increasing voluminously. This Joes
to indicate that the revenue earnings
of Railways are increasing day by dav
and on the contrary, when the revenue
earning appears to be improving, the
facilities of the railway users are de-
creasing due to shortages of trains anlt
irregular train services. In this &on-
nection, it will not be out of place i
mention that due to irregular train

incoming .

el



