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(1) IMPORTS OF NATURAL RUBBER TO
MAINTAIN A PROPER  BALANCE
BETWEEN ITS DEMAND AND SUPPLY

**SHRIMATI SANYOGITA
RANE (Panaji): It is a matter of
serious concern that the rubber in-
dustry is heading for a crisis due to a
wide disparity between demand and
supply of natural rubber. A steep
rise in the prices of natural rubber has
further added to the woes of this
industry. Many employees are likely
to face unemployment if this situation
continues.

As against a total demand of 2.50
lakh tonnes of natural rubber during
1982-83, the total supplies will be
around 1.90 lakh tonnes, the shortfall
being 60,000 tonnes.

In order to maintain a proper
balance between demand and supply
of natural rubber, I urge the Govern-
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ment to maintain regular imports of
natural rubber planned in advance,
and maintain at least two months
buffer stocks of natural rubber, to
save the Rubber Industry from an
impending crisis.

(1v) DISLOCATION OF TRAIN SERVICE
ON CERTAIN SECTIONS OF SEALDAH
DivisiION OF EASTERN RAILWAY

SHRI R.P. DAS (Krishnagar): Sir,
a serious situation has arisen causing
infinite misery and hardship to innu-
merable commuters and general public
alike because of continuous and per-
sistent dislocation in the running of
passenger trains in the Lalgola-Rana-
ghat, Ranaghat-Gede, and Ranaghat-
Bonaon sections of the Sealdah .
division of the Eastern Railway.

The reasons for such wide-spread
dislocation are the deployment of
outlived steam engines, use of poor
quality of coal, non-supply of spare
parts, a number of single-line flag
stations, and over and above every-
thing else, complete breakdown of the
Railway Administration of the Sub-
urban Sections.

With a view to ameliorating the
hardships and miseries of the com-
muters, the Government should imme-
diately take necessary steps to intro-
duce diesel engine, to ensure
running of trains on time ; and revamp
the entire administrative  sct-up
of the section, nay, the division.
Construction of a double line upto
Krishnagar City Junction and Electri-
fication of the Lalgola-Ranaghat and
Ranaghat-Gede and other left-out
Sections can' only ensure permanent
solution of the present problem of dis-
location of the services.

I demand that the Minister con-
cerned should make a statement in
the House in this regard and clarify
the position thereon.

**The original Speech was delivered in Marathi.



