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suffer. The absence of Ambulance Van and
X-Ray machine causes a great risk to the lives
of the patients. Therefore, I demand that the
Ministry of Labour should take immediate
steps to upgrade the ESI Hospital of Barbil
with all facilities that are badly needed to
save the poor workers from untimely death,

(v) Supply of paddy to rice milis in Tamil-
Nadu

SHR1 ERA MOHAN (Coimbatore)
Tamil Nadu is reeling under unprecedented
drought and this has been confirmed by our
hon. Prime Minister who recently visited
some parts of Tamil Nadu and who announ-
ced on the spot Rs. 10 crores for drought
relief works. The consequence of the failure
of two monsoon rains last year has been
steep decline in agricultural
production. There is acute paddy scarcity
throughout Tamil Nadu. There are nearly
10,000 rice mills in the State employing
lakhs of workers. They are all facing closure,
which would mean throwing out of employ-
ment all these workers. The impact of this
can be best explained by the fact that about
20,000 workers in 200 Rice Mills in Coimba-
tore District are on the streets now, since
there is no paddy available in Tamil Nadu.

The Godowns of Food Corporation of
India are full of paddy. Being the national
organisation, the Food Corporation of India
should release immediately substantial
quantities of paddy for these rice mills. The
rice can be taken over by the Food Corpora-
tion of India. Through this method only
lakhs of workers in these rice mills can be
saved from starvation death. It is demanded
that the Government of India should come
to the rescue of these workers in the rice
mills in Tamil Nadu.

(vi) Need for re-classification of different
cities of the country,
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