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- (viii) EARLY COMPLETION OF BAVAN-
THADI IRRIGATION AND OTHER PROJECTS
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(ix) SHIFTING OF DIVISIONAL OFFICES
OF GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA FROM
CALCUTTA,

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
(Jadavpur): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir,
it is a matter of grave concern that
efforts are being made by the Govern_
ment of India to reduce the impo\rt—
ance of tHe headquarters of the Geo-
logical Survey of India which is situa-
ted at Calcutta, by shifting various
units and offices of the Geoiogical Sur.
vey of India from Calcutta.

(Amdt.) Bill

In fhe recent past, the Field Tech-
nique Research Insfitutte of Geologi~
cal Survey of India was shifted from
Calcutta fo Bangalore, in spite of the
protests made by the Chief Minister
of West Bengal. The Regional Office
of its Training Institute, which was
also situated in Calcutta was subse-
quentiy shifted fo Hyderabad with
effect from April 1, 1982. Now a pro.
posal has been mooted to shift the
Coal Division of GSI on the plea of
alleged decentralisation as also the
offshore Mineral Exploration and
Marine Geology Division of GSI from
Calcuita. Both the Divisions have
been functioning efficiently from the
headquarters at Calcutta and its pre-
sent setup has been found to be more
suitable for coal investigation and off-
shore mineral exploration respectively.
The former Chief Geologist and the
Director of Drilling of Central Mines
Planning and Design Institute as also
the Deputy Director General, Coal
Division of GSI have objected to the
proposed decentralisation and have
stated that the same would very ad-
versely affeci the work of the Organi.
sation and the Coal Industry in gene-
ral.

It will be equally detrimental to the
Oceanographic  Research and Off-
shore Mineral Exploration if the Re-
gional Office of the Shore Mineral Ex.
ploration and Marine Geology Division
is shifted from its location at Cal-
cutta.

In view of the above, when both
the Coal Division and Offshore Mine-
ral Exploration and Marine Geclogy
Division have assumed great import.
ance, the calculated efforts to shift
these Divisions from Calcutta are
alarming and fhe Government should
give up the proposal,
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