381 Matters under
(lii) NEED FOR TAKING STEPS TO HELP
MANUFACTURERS OF ACETIC ACID

DR, KRUPASINDHU BHOI (Sambal-
pur): Sir, the alcohol-based chemical in-
dustry is facing a crisis of over-supply but
the worst hit in the linc is the manu-
facturers of acetic acid who fing it diffi-
cult to market their products,

The root cause of the problem is that
the installed capacity in the country is
far in excess of the domestic demand and
the problem stands aggravated because of
the government permission to effect the
import from abroad.

The consumption of the acid is well
below the supply right now and this has
induced manufacturers to offer substantial
price corcession to boost their individual
sales. In the past few months, the prices
are slashed down by Rs. 2.000 s tonne
to Rs. 3.000 a tonne ang yet this has not
pushed up the total sales of the acid in-
dustry as a whole by any significant
margin,

Unless some sort of help is extended by
the Government, as many as l4 manu-
facturers of acetic acid in the country, the
individual capacity of most of whom rang-
ing between 1,500 tonnes and 900 tonnes
will continue to suffer. The overseas salcs
would relieve the domestic glut to some
extent and encourage the manufacturers
to maintain the high level of their produc-
tion,

In view of this, I suggest that the Go-
vernment of India should initiate efforts
to promote exports of this partjcular
chemical. All sorts of help should also
be extended to market their product in
the domestic market.

(iv) GRANT OF PENSION TO FAMILY MEM-

BERS OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS WHO SUF-

FERED IMFPRISONMENT IN 1930,
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