- ed the construction of
- Udhampur,

ween Udhampur and Qazigund, no
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(x) Need for railway lines in Jammu and
Kasiimir and early construction of
the line connecting Jammu and
Udhampur,

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ (Baramulla):
Railways offer tremendous advantages to
the places reached by them. The Jammu
and Kashmir State has remained deprived
of the advantages that flaw from Railways
development except that Jammu is con-
nected with Delhi by rail. More than
four-fifths of the State remains outside
the ambit of the beneficial influenc: of
Railways. Five years before the plan for
connecting Jammu with Udhampur was
completed and early this year, ie. in
April 1983, the Prime Minister inaugurat-
railway line at
One can imagine the prog-
ress on this project when one notices that
against a sum of Rs. 70 crores, only
Rs.one crore have been allotted for the
project since when it was inaugurated.
As for construction of railway line bet-
sur-
vey has yet been done. The laying down
of railway line between Qazigund and
Baramulla was long back surveyed but
no project has so far bzen devisad for
the construction of the railway line there.
This shall have to be done.

13,28 hrs.

DISCUSSION ON STATEMENT MADE
BY MINISTER OF FINANCE ON
PRICE SITUATION

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now dis-
cussion under Rule 193. Shri Subra-
maniam Swamy,

PRCF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ (Baramulla):
Sir may I have a Pcint of Order ?

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER
what rule ?

Under

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : About the
discussion on price situation, I have
a suggestion,
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MR. DUPUTY.SPEAKER: Then don’t
suy Point of Order say some suggestion,

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ You
allow one person from the Ruling
Party and one person from the Opposi-
tion. Itis a good system. But between
the Opposition there is a section called
back-benchers because of their party
strength.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Say, small
parties.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : They get
the time late in the evening. So, could
you devise a method whereby the persons
from the front benches alternate with the
persons from the back banches, otherwise
even if we have good ideas, we cannot
express them.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER This is a
matter that can be discussed in the
Business Advisory Committee or in the
Rules Committee. There is some
practice. 1 cannot suggest anything.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : You are
fully competent to decide, Sir,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I cannot
suggest, If all the parties sit together
and you come out with a proposal, the
Speaker will definitely accept it.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ
because of the Party, I am
bencher.

But
a back-

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : That is all
right but all parties may please sit toge-
ther, discuss it and come out with a
unanimous proposal. The Speaker will
definitely accept it I can give you that
assurance.

(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You have
to discuss them with your parties, all the
other parties, and come out with a
proposal.
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GIRDHARI LAL VYAS
It is a very good proposal.

SHRI
(Bhilwara) :

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I want that
everybody should get a chance. If the
hon. Members who speak first do not
take much time......

SHRI GIRDHARI LAL VYAS: You
do not give chance to the back-benchers.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : In view of
what Prof. Soz. has said, the mover will
take half an hour and the other hon.
Members will take not more than 15
minutes. If this is strictly followed, 1
definitely think that every hon. Member
will have a chance. So, there will be half
an hour to the mover and 15 minutes to
other hon. Members.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA (Calcutta
North East) : How can it be done ?  You
go according to the strength of the party.
Suddenly you are changing the rule,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : That is
why I said you can discuss it among the
parties.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : You cannot
overnight change the rule like that,

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA
(Ponnani) : Those who have spoken should
not be allowed to leave the House. Now
the bigger party leaders take all the time
and no time is left to us. The result is
that we are called at 11 O'Clock in the
night. There should be a rule that they
shall not leave the House.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER
nice suggestion. Whenever any member
speaks, then he should mnot Ileave the
House immediately.

It is a

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : He can
leave with the permission of the Minister:

SHRI N.K. SHEJWALKAR (Gwalior) :

NOVEMBER
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The convention is that he has to b
present when the reply is being given.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Scmetime
when the reply is given by
Minister, he will not mention the names
of the members who are not present. |
have myself said that if the members &
not present, then the Minister need ng
reply to their points; he can send a re
by post, because they are not in
House. Dr. Subramaniam Swamy
starting now at 13.32. He will finish
by 14.02,

DR.SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:(Bomba)
North East) : I will speak only according
to the points. So I do not think 1 will tak
even half an hour.

I must start by saying that the ruli
party has always been describing i
opposition as irresponsible and not beinf
in a mood to help the Government (@
run the country. In this improtant debal
it is pathetic to see row after row @
empty benches on the ruling party side.

SHRI GIRDHARI LAL VYAS :
about it ?

DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWA
That is exactly the point. You accused
of being irresponsible. So, we are takiog}
you at your word. What is it that
are presenting here to the nation ?
is a question which is really importa
and the Finance Minister in his spee
has very graciously said that he
like the members to give him sugg&stl
to bring about improvement, 1 5
whether they would even consider thel
seriously, in view of the fact that
whole debate has been devalued byt
total absence of ruling party members,

As a part of the gentleman’s age
ment, I will. not raise the question §
quorum. But vou know that if 1 were
raise it, or any of us were (o raise|
you will be in big trouble.
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SHRI GIRDHARI LAL VYAS : With-
it quorum, what is the value of your
Rt

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
jhy should 1 2 You raise it.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : It is the
nch hour.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : The
tatement presented by the Finance
Minister reflects an idle hope and, in my
gpinion, it is a camouflage of a hope.
For the incompetence of the Governm:nt
in maintaining the prices, all that we have
in the statement here are excuses. But the
Finance Minister does not explain why
e went wrong. He does refer (o his
garlier statsment, but in his  earlier
satement what did he say ? There
as a discussion on that statcment
also on the 25th of  August. On
8th he made a statement and on 25th
of August there was a discussion in this
House. The Finance Minister said that
the price situation was satisfactory and
within control. That was what he said
on 25th of August. Then in Oc:tober he
.ddressed the Forum of Financial Writers
in which he said, ‘Well, the price situation
has not been satisfactory, but from
‘November prices will start falling’.” This
is what he said before a group of journa-
Jists who have constituted themselves into
4 Forum of Financial Writers, and this
‘was published in the press. Now, he
comes and says, ‘Well, periodic debates on
price situation will give benefit to the
‘Government and to me personally as it
provides me an opportunity to hear the
impressions of the distinguished Members.
'Now, what do I do ? Here is the Finance
Minister who comes to the House or
éoes before the responsible body and he

- says .

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ; Actually
he_did not read like that, He read in a
; different form,

" DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Well, I am bringing the matter to focus
the attention of the House because the
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object of the Government is to camou-

flage, to confuse you and they think that

everything is OK. So, Iam trying to

unravel it for you and show what is the

heart of it. The Finance Minister has

been giving periodic assurances to this

House and to responsible bodies that

price situation will be controlled, prices

will be brought down and then he is not

accountable for it. On no occasion has

the Finance Minister come and said, °I

was wrong, I am sorry, I have not been
able to understand the situation and
these are the things that went wrong, now
these are the things I am going to do and if
I do not conirol the prices, then honoura-
bly 1 will resign and go away.” That is the
way in which I could take him seriously.
Otherwise there will be just a repetition.
of statement and a discussion with all
these absentees. This is an absentee
government that we have today. They
are all in the tamasha of international
meetings while the people of India are
suffering under the crushing burden of
rising prices.

Sir, you know I know and anybody
knows if he goes and talks to people
that this was the worst Diwali that took
place in the living memory—Never has
there been such a subdued Diwali as
this time, never has there been so much
unhappiness amongst people for not being
able to afford, which they were normally
able to afford in the past. Diwali, every-
body knows, this year was the worst and
that itself is a proof, you don’t need
statistics to show this. But statistics itself
is alarming. What does the statistics
show ? I have been a Professor in Econo-
mics with spécialisation in Statistics. So,
this Minister cannot fool me, But at the
same time I cannot talk with all the
sophistication of statistics because I think
this will pass over the heads of most
people not over the Finance Minister’s
head, but he will also exploit this. This
factor has to be put in general terms. I
cannot put it in specific terms but I must
say his statistic, the way he presented, hide
the truth, I will say that the statistics
presented should be like this, In 1931-32,
by the Finance Minister’s own admission
earlier, the price rise in the wholesale
index was 2.4 per cent. In 1982-83 it
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was 6.2 per cent—it has gone up. The
year 1983, of course, is not over calender-
wise, but if you take the period March-
October and compare it with the last
year’s March-October, i.e., in March the
Budget came and from March to October,
take this period.In the last year’s period of
March-October the price rise was 8.2 per
cent, i.e., 2.4 per cent in 1981-82, 6.2 per
cent in 1982-83 and 8.2 per cent if you
take the period March-October—the
period after 1982-83 period. And if you
take this calender year 1983, January-
October, then the rate of inflation is
10.6 per cent. That is the rate at which
it is going. So, the most significant
part of today’s price situtation is the
rapid acceleration that is taking place in
the prices, in the wholesale prices them-
selves, which the Finance Minister is hid-
ing away from the House and from the
people in general.  This is the thing that
he has to answer firstly : Why is this
- accceleration in 1981-82, 1982.83 and the
calender year of 1983 ? And there seems
to be no scope of its decline. This period
is supposed to be a period of decline and
the Finance Minister himself says that the
seasonal decline in prices which begins
around the second half of September has
been relatively weak this year. That is,
when in fact the prices should be decli-
ning, you find in the case of most of the
commodities that it is not declining, and

where there is a decline it is a weak decline.

So, youcan imagine that by the time
February-March comes what kind of an
explosive situation is going to be there.
Already it is 10.6 per cent for yearly rate
of growth of prices and by March it will
accelerate further and this acceleration
process cannot be stoppred, and this is the
first thing that today the price situation is
out of their control and it is accelerating
and ultimately it will gallop.

The second thing which worries me a
lot is the difference in the rate of growth
of prices as measured by the Consumer
Price Index and the wholesale price index.
He says in his statement : The consumer
price index is down on account of food
items.” Then why don't you prepare an
index of retail prices? Whyis it that
this Government and all the legacies that
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he claims of the past governments, of
Congress governments, after all having
been in nower for such a long time—only
two-and-a-half years there was an inter-
regnum as they call it—why don’t they
prepare an index of retail prices 7 Till
that time we have to go by the consumer .
price index. And what does that show ?
That shows a growine gap in the rate of
growth of wholesale price index and the
consumer price index. That gap is now
25 per cent. That is, consumer price
index is going up much faster than the
wholesale price index. In other words,
while the prices are rising, while the
people are suffering what do we find ?
We find that the traders are also making
enormous profits. I do not know whether
they have a soft corner for traders or not,
whether Sudh Vanaspati is a symbol or
symptomatic of the situation or not. But
this-is a fact which he cannot deny that
25 per cent zap has now emerged bztween
the consumer price index and the whole-
sale price index and this gap is growing,
which means, that the people are facing
much greater inflation than he is telling
this House through the wholesale price
index.

T would say that if you look at his
own statement, he says. ‘Since then up
to the end of October in the wake of the
excellent khariff crop’—of course, there
he cannot claim credit becauee the rains
are on time, because when the rains do
not come on time they blame God and
say, ‘The rains did not come on time and
that is why there is drought, this and
that', and so when the rains come on
time they cannot claim credit. If they
claim that somebody else is responsible
for rains not coming on time, they cannot
claim that the rains coming on time is
due to their good effort and the Govern-
ment “that works’. What does he say ?
He said :

*‘Since then, up to the end of October
in the wake eof an excellent kha-
riff crop, pricc of rice, wheat,
and fruits and vegetables have
come down by 3.1 per cent, 0.02
per cent, 7.3 per cent respectively,
and the price of grain etc. has
declined.”



Minister on Price

Situation ¢Dis.)

I want to know where this decline is.
- When he says ‘prices’, again it wholesale
prices. About retail prices nothing of
~ that kind has happened. In fact the
- price of wheat has gone up. He can see
~ the newspapers, they have all quoted in
-~ great details, the latest economic tim#s has
given data after data for major cities the
price of wheat has gone up, the price of
~ rice has gone up, the price of oil has gone
~ up and the price of everything has gone
up. When he says that the price has
- come down and there has been a decline,
again he is misinforming you. He is
~ telling you things which are not true.
That is, we are interested as a consumer,
~ we are not interested in what the whole-
saler is paying, may be the wholesaler’s
margin is increasing, but the retail prices
have not come down.

Some of these prices are also rising
due to some of their misdeeds. For exam-
.~ ple, the price of ghee has gone up. Now,
Tam told it is Rs. 42 per Kg. Why it is
so 7 Because they allowed even the tallow
to come and go into vanaspathi: So
people have stopped buying vanaspati
and the price of ghee has gone up. People
do not want to risk that, (/nterriptiuns).
It has been improved, but they are not
able even to buy that. So, this another
aspect. We must thank him for one
thing. Previously he used to come and
say that prices are a global phenomenon.
“Foreign hand’ and ‘galobal phenomenon’
are two favourite phrases and for this
occasion he has not said that. He says,
“The behaviour of prices in our country
isacomplex matter,’—well, not due to
international factors. It cannot be due
to international factors. In fact the
price of gold, for example, in the inter-
pational market is coming down,
but in India it is going up. They made
_such a big thing about prices of gold
during the Janata period; it was some-
 thing like Rs. 850 for 10 grams. But to-
‘day it is Rs. 1800, Rs. 1900/-. It has
gone up while the international prices
have come down. During Janata Party
Government prices of gold went up
because international prices went up. But
we did not say about the international
phenomena and all that. But in this

vernment, the international prices of

i
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gold have come down, whereas the price

of gold in this country is going up. So,

I find that this is another aspect which

has to be explained. One of the most

disturbing aspects is even where produc-
tion is rising, prices are rising. Sir, I do
not know whether vou have studied

Economics or not. If anvbody who has

been taught Economics the first thing

taught in Economics in the Law of

Demand and Supply is if production rises,

prices fall, But Shri Pranab Mukherjee

has turned Economics also upside down.

Here the production of sugar has gone up

from 64 lakh tonnes to 84 lakh tonne:.

They claim that production has gone up,

but what about the price of sugar ? The

price of sugar which was Rs. 2.20 per kg.
during Janata rule to-day is Rs. 6/- a kilo.

I have never heard of this phenomenon

anywhere in the world-production goes up

this way and price also goes up this way.

The laws of Economics have been turned

upside down. This is something which he

has to explain. When he says the price of
gur has gone up, the price of tea has
gone up, why ? why is this so ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Whereas
production goes up, we also produce
more and more population.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Even after subtracting that it should not
be so. You may not be strong in arith-
metic. T shall explain that to you. Pro-
duction went up from 64 lakh tonnes to

. 84 lakh tonnes so far as sugar is concernel.

Population did not increase in ths same
ratio.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : There 1
increase of 2.2 crores every year,

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
You are wrong. There is not increase
of 2.2 crores every year. It is 2.2%; every
year. I know you often confuse crores
and percentage.  This is 2.29; per vear
or 1.4 crores per year.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The popu-
lation has to be fed.
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DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
Increase from 64 lakh tonnes to 84 lakh
tonnes means nearly 1/3rd i.e. 33 1/3% 7
increasc.  Has the population gone
up in  five years by 33 1;3% ?
(Interruptions).

1 allow for that. [ am saying to-day
the cost of producing 1 kilo of susar after
paying for sugar cane, afler paying for
processing, after paying for everything
and including taxes is Rs. 3 per kilo. It
is being sold at Rs. 6 a kilo. Somebody
is earning fat profit. We do not know
whether Dr. Bhoi has also share in that
or not 7

DR, KRUPASINDHU BHOI (Sambal-
pur) : I am a small man.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
It is happening in vour time. [In our time
the price of sugar remained at Rs. 2.20 per
kilo. You can have the cushion of in-
crease in population. [ want to know how
this phenomenon has come . 1 wiil explain
to you how this phenomenon has
come up. This is most surprising
thing in the price situation—pro-
duction is going up, oulput is going up,
even then the prices are rising, This
phenomenon has not been witnessed in the
world. But in India it is being witnessed
under the lordship of Shri Pranab Mukher-
jee.  Personally I have very high regard
for him but he is in the wrong place. So,
he is bound to do wrong things.

I will not go into standard reasoning
for this. Money suppjy also has gone
up. Of course, money supply has gone
up. They have tied their hands to the
Internationai Monetary Fund, that they
will not raise money supply beyond certain
point. They have played tricks with the
International Monetary Fund also. They
have told the publjc sector organisations
to return the loan, the Central Govern-
ment gave them and told the Public Sec-
tor that you borrow that amount from
the capital market in India. This is a
very strange way of operating. Rs, 800
crores of money supply is being increased
‘ust by this trick by the Central Govern-
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meent calling bzck loan to the public
sector and public sector being told com-
pensate for it and borrow the same
amount in the private capital market. So,
I would not go into that. Yes, there has
been a substantial risc in money supply.
But this is not the real reason. There is
also  another factor—the  Sixth Five
Year Plan is now in doldrum. We have
not discussed the Sixth  Plan  here. The
Parliamentary Aflairs Minister says that
we do not make any constructive  sugges-
tion and we do not discuss. We have
been demanding discussion time after time
on the Sixth Five Year Plan, But they
have no idea of discussion because if we
have a discussion, their complete incom-
petence, failure and all will stare in  the
face. They have put a modest figure of
5.29 in the growth rate of national
income. That is, national production as
measured by national income was to grow
at 5.2%, per year, Now, they have re-
viewed the Five Year Plan and come to
the conclusion that they cannot achieve
the growth rate unless in the coming two
years, they grow at the rate of B.8%] per
year, This has never happened in our
history— 8.8%,.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERIEE) : Which docu-
ment you are quoting ? .

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : 1
am talking of the Five Year Plan based
on your targets,

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE : 8.8%,
growth rate from which document you
are quoting ? Is it from Plan appraisal?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
Yes. 1 got it from your Plan appraisal.
According to your appraisal, in order to
reach the targets of 1985, you have to
grow at 8.8% per year for the remaining
two years to cover up the shortfalls in
these three years., So, this is a fact. The
Sixth Five Year Plan is in doldrum. They '
talk too much about planning but they '
are not planning, They wan! o celebraie
Jawahar Lal Nehru’s birthday every year
with creat pomp and show. But where i
the Sixth Five Year Plan? Nehru was
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known for planning. In the economic

area, he is all for planning. WNow, what
are the targets for the Sixth Five Year

Plan ? I hardly see the Planning Minis-

ter, here. There was a time whea the

Planning Minister used to dominate the

show, here, Today, I do not even know

~ who is the latest Planning Minister. We
do not even know what are the targets
for the five year plan. There is no discus-
sion. There used to be time when the

Plan was discussed sector by sector—where

was the shortfall, what was happening etc.

Now, it is all dissension that is going on,

‘So, this is another aspect, namely, failure

~ of Plan production. The failure of the

Sixth Five Year Plan is one of the biggest

blows to one of our established traditions

in our economy,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : For your
information, the Planning Minister is Shri
S.B. Chavan.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Thank you, Sir. But he is today or yes-
terday. (Intesruptions).

Another aspect is, we in Janata formu-
~ lated some of the programmes, We did
control prices which they may not like.
But it is a fact, The wholesale price
index which Shri  Pranab Mukherjee
quotes was 185 when the Janata went out
of power—that is Janata-proper. And
~ today, it is somewhere around 300.

SHRI C.M. BANATWALLA (Pon-
nani) ;: That was Janata-proper and this
is Janata-improper ;

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SwAMY
Will he admit in today’s Muslim League
Mohammed Jinnah ? (laterrupiions.)
What I said was at the caretaker govern-
ment of the Lok Dal period also, it was
said as Janatu. That is why, I said
anata-proper. Now that he has under-
) 1 have also explained to him
| Israel and he has understood that

EPUTY-SPEAKER : Both of
Bombay and you can talk with
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Dr. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Luckily we do not meet very often

The Janata has brought some special
programmes like Antodya,Food-for-Work,
Adult Education and a variety of things
which would put the purchasing power in
the hands of the people and at the same
time generate goods, Here, we find all
these have been scuttled. In fact, in the
mid-term appraisal, we find that all these
allocations have been in real term
reduced. This, in my opinion, is a very
serious situation.

13.54 hrs.
[SHRI R.S. SPARROW inthe Chair. ]

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
In fact, there is an article by Dr. Raj
Krishan and J.D. Sethi in the newspaper
which the hon. Finance Minister might
have seen. They have shown how the
fantastic rubbish has been given in the
form of statistics in the revised five year
plan. So, this one other aspect. The
Minister does not mention these reasons.
I mention them.

You scuttled these good programmes
which were generating goods and increas-
ing the purchasing power for people like
Food-for-Work. Youscuttled it. That
is one of the reasons for inflation.

Another reason which I consider as
very important will explain why produc-
tion is rising and prices are rising at the
same time. I have told you this is typical
Pranab Mukherjee’s phenomencn. It is
happening in his tenure. I do not blame
him for this. In fact it is Cong. (I)
phennomenon. Whenever Congress (I) is
in power, prices go on rising. ‘Producticn
rises or falls prices go on rising. Whal
js this ? During Janata rule it did not
happen. Why is it happening now ? It js
because of this new phenomenon of Com-
mission collecting on every transaction.
When I went to England recently, all the

prominent people there told me that it is

a matter of great disgust to us that on
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law is there but it cannot become null and
void.

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI : Dagaji is
enthusiastic about what ?

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH : Ano-
ther unusual suggestion has been made by
Mr. Patil who said that the victim must be
given half of the property. If the person
who has committed a rape. A suggestion
was also made in the case of gang rape that
death sentence should be awarded. But what
we fear is that if capital punishment is pres-
cribed, then there is a real danger that the
rapist may even kill the victim.

SHRI N.K. SHEJWALKAR : That is
exactly the report earlier.

SHRI P. VYENKATASUBBAIAH : Death
is ultimate and if a rapist finds that he is
going to the gallows, he may not spare the
victim. And it is for this consideration it
was felt that instead of death, life imprison-
ment should be provided. (Interruptions) 1
do not know how Islam could say that this
woas a capital punishment. Whether life
jmprisonment comes under the capital
punishment or not I do not know because I
am not a lawyer. Therefore, you must tell
me, (Interruptions) Sir, some suggestion
has been made that seven or ten years
imprisonment is not enough.. But, I would
like to emphasise on hon. Members that the
imprisonment of seven and ten years is only
a minimum punishment—not the maximum
punishment. The maximum punishment can
go to any length.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shri Ram
Jethmalani said that even seven years
punishment is too much. His argument is
also there. (Interruptions)

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH : Rape
by economic domination, it is a very very
difficult concept. What is meant by rape
by economic domination I am not able to
know. (Interruptions) Sir, we have taken
certain types of rape such as custodial rape
as very very heinous crime and we have
prescribed ten years to be the maximum
punishment for such people. Under custo-
dial rapes, several institutions have been
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brought under this description. We have
clearly mace a definition. Beyond that if
we want to expand the scope by saying that
rape by economic domination is also punish-
able as custodial rape, it will be counter-
productive. Also there will be instances
where some unscrupulous women may take
advantage of it and try to blackmail or may
do some character assassination of such
people. So, one should be very careful in
this matter. Even then, we have prescribed
a minimum punishment. Under custodial
rape, the minimum punishment is 10 years.
It has also been suggested that the punish-
ments for the offences under 376B, 376C
etc., should be the same as for rape. Sir,
this is mot fair. The hon. Members will
appreciate that Sections 376B, 376C and
376D are new offences to discourage the
concerned authorities from sexual exploita-
tion of women under their control. No
sexual intercourse between two adults with
consent, even if there be seduction or induce-
ment, can be equated with rape and, there-
fore, it would not be fair to provide the
same punishment for rape, and for illicit
intercourse, not amounting to rape. At the
same time, we want to discourage a tendency
in men in authority to exploit women under
them either by seduction or inducement.
And that is why this provision has been
made. 1 shall also go through some of the
suggestions made by hon. Members while
participating in to-day’s debate. (Interrup-
tions) Sir, the observations made by the hon.
Members are more or less on the same
lines excepting ina few cases. Our hon.
friend, Shri Ram Jethmalani has also made
several suggestions. And, our friend, Shri
Shejwalkar, has also mentioned about
several offences which are being committed
on women. With regard to harassment of
women because of dowry and all that, there
is a separate Bill. With regard to cruelty
to women in our society, there is a separate
Bill. So, Sir, as I have already said, taking
into consideration all these factors, since
there are several Bills to deal with offences
other than rape, we should wait for the
provisions made in those Bills. (Interrup-
tions).

it e T Avngfa 1 AR &
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my belief that these people even if they
were told how to control the prices,
would not do it. They would not control
prices. I also believe that they know how
to control prices because the Janata
Government showed themn the way. The
way the Janata Government control-
led the prices is the way for them to
control the prices too. Whatever it is,
whatever it is by pleasing the industri-
alists or by plcasing the CIA or by
pieasing the KGB, the people of India
want essential goods at cheap and low
prices and should be easily available.
This is what the people want.

14 hrs,

I can give many suggestions in that
regard. The Finance Minister, Mr,
Pranab Mukherjee, also wants these sug-
gestions. He says, *I shall again seek
the cooperation of this House in our con-
tinued efforts to contain inflation.” He
talks of “‘continued efforts. "What efforts
have they made ? They have all failed.
They have not given any explanation
why they have failed. Now he says,
what todo ? [can tell him what steps
to take,

Step No. 1. Publish all the names and
addreses of commission agents in inter-
national transactions. If they can do
that, then half the battle is over.

Step No. 2. There are number of areas
where they can bring in major tax re-
forms, not just reducing the price of ferti-
liser. They have reduced the price of fer-
tiliser by 7.5 per cent. What was the price
during the Janata regime. It was Rs. 74,
Today, it is Rs. 125 and you do not get
it. In some places, it is even more,
They have raised prices where there is
no justification. Take, for example,
petrol They have increased the price by
10 p The price of oil in the interna-
tional market has gone down plus self-
sufficiency of India has increased. We
are producing more oil percentage-wise
than what we were producing before.
Oil bill has come down. Everybody
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knows, that. Even thean, the Government
has increased the price of oil. That is
true of cement; that is true of everything
else. You have bring about major tax
reforms. You are doing it for Television.
I am not a objecting to that. Whom does
it serve? Why not a tax reform for sugar,
for edible oils, for petrol, for kerosene,
the things which are used in agriculture
and the things which the common people
want. There is no major tax reform.
The Government has got reports of
various committees. They have not done
it.

Step No. 3. Remove the dual pricing
system. You have got a buffer stock of
sugar, You remove the dual pricing
system, Let the prices find equalibrium
themselves, The prices will come down.
But the sugar mill owneres will not like it.
We committed a mistake of not
having a buffer stock of sugar. The
moment we removed the dual pricing
system, the prices came down. It did not
affect the profitability of sugar mill
owners. At that time, the cost of sugar
production was Rs, 2/- and the market
price was Rs. 2.20, Still they were mak-
ing a profit, not profit like 200 per cent
which they were making before, but only
10 per cent profit. The mill owners
went to the farmers saying, ““We will not
buy sugarcane.”” The farmers had to
burn sugarcane in the fields. That had
nothing to do with our policy. We were
busy fighting amongst ourselves. We did
not go to the farmers. I admit that. So,
it blew up. Next time, if we get a
chance, we will see that it does not blow
up. It has got nothing to do with the
policy. We cannot say that the removal
of dual pricing system was wrong. When
you have got so much surplus, the com-
trol should go. Otherwise, there will be
corruption. Today, the sugar mills are
earning huge amounts of profit. . We do
not know whom itis benefiting. The
Government has got 90 lakh tonnes
of sugar. You remove dual pricing
system.

Step No, 4. You remove food zone
system, That is corrupting the police.
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The food is moving, The food zones
are not preventing movement of food-
grains.

There are a number of reforms you
can do. If you do it, the prices will
come down. But your party may become
poor and impoverished. And that, in my
opinion, is in a nutshell the reason why
the prices are not coming down. That is
why the Finance Minister comes here
with this kind of an insipid statement
without making an apology for having
misled the House and that, after promi-
sing to control the prices, he has failed
to do that. These are only pious state.
ments. We cannot expect anything from
them. The Government has failed to
control the prices and, we think, that the
Government cannot bring about the con-
trol of prices.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR (Hamirpur) : Mr, Deputy-Spea-
ker, Sir, the Finance Minister’s statement
is a frank document which admit of price
rise phenomenon and also gives some
indication of what steps the Government
has taken to control it. In his usual way,
Dr, Subramiam Swamy has evaded the
issue and talk of all irrelevant things. He
said that the prices were very much con-
trolled during the Janata regime. At
what prices were the onions selling
then ?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
What is the price of onions today 7 You
please tell the House.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : You link it to the general price
index. At that time, other commodities
were cheap, but the prices started going
up. He has admitted that they lost power
because of their infighting, because they
were busy elsewhere and they were not
controlling the prices. Whether they
were fighting or not that is no concern of
ours. Our concern is the price situation
in the country.

It is important and also significant
that the price rise has accounted for an
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crosion of the Plan investment. According
to one study, the Sixth Plan has also
suffered from some erosion. One expert
has put it at 34 per cent. I do not know
whether this figure is correct or not. [
am quoting from a study conducted by
the Institute of Economics, in Delhi. It
also says that the private investment in
the Plan is going to be shorter by 18 per
cent. All these factors are to be taken
into account while discussing the price
situation.

The projected growth rate of 5.2 per
cent may not be achieved. But we are
sure that it will be around 5 per cent

anyway.

Also, in reply to the discussion which
this House had on 18th August, the
Finance Minister was good enough to tell
us the measures the Government have
taken. Dr. Subramaniam Swamy has
brushed aside everything saying that
notding has happened; everything is
because for corruption as if there was no
corruption during the Janata regims. This
is no way of dealing with the issues on
an economic front.

-
DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : He
is putting a very weak defence.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : The point is that we do not
believe in all these commission agents,
etc. which our friend is believing in.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
You publish their names.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : Today, he was hinting about
his wishful thinking. Their time has gone.
It is his wishful thinking that his party
will come to power and they will have
the chance of rectifying the mistakes
committed by them. It is not within their
reach, Let me assure him that the days
are gone and now the people have under-
stood them as to what type of infighting
they are having and what type of wrong
policies they are capable of evolving.
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The Finance Minister 'has himself
admitted that there is a rate of modera-
tion in the increase of prices. He has
said that from the middle of May, 1983
to the end of july, 1983,there is noticeable
moderation in the rate of increase in prices
in this period and, similarly, he has also
accepted that the whole price index
increased by 1.4 per cent in the month
of August, 1983. Therefore, the noti-
ceable aspect of the statement is that he
has brought out clearly what is the
factual situation. He has not tried to
hide anything.

He has mentioned the five measures
that the Government has adopted.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Which have failed.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR. : These were ehunciated by him in
the statement made in reply to the debate
on 18th August. For refreshing his
memory, I would read them out :

(1) decision to import rice and wheat;

(2) sigpping up the release of food-

grains; sugar and edible oils
through public distribution sys-
tem;

(3) reduction in fertiliser prices;

(4) increase in the cash reserve ratio
from 7 to 8.5 per cent; and

(5) to intensify efforts to achieve the
maximum output.

The prospects are bright and the out-
puts are likely to be achieved. We are
hopeful that the production on the agri-
cultural front is going to be achieved on
the expected lines.

Similarly, there are other items also
in his statement, For example, he says
that the Reserve Bank of India has
announced further steps for reducing
excess liquidity with the banking system.

Minister on Price
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These are some of the concrete
measures which the Government has
taken. They will require some time to
have some impact.

It is also an unforgettable fact that
the worst victims of this price rise are
the salaried classes. They have to bear
the brunt because the rich people gen-
rally do not have much to bother about
the price rise. They generally can absorb
the price rise. They are having flexible
economies and they are able to absorb
these shock. But the salaried classes feel
the pinch,

The most important thing today is that
we have to streamline not only our pro-
duction but also the distribution system.

The friends on the opposite side are
resorting to various political gimmicks
which are responsible to some extent for
the rise in prices which ultimately lead
to shortfall in investment in the plan
expenditure and ultimately the instability
on the price front affects the general
planned economic development, of the
country.,

To one of my questions, the Minister
of Railways replied that more than 100
trains, including goods trains, had to be
stopped or slowed down because of the
Punjab situation and you can see the
result, Similarly in Assam. Similarly in
other .parts.

If Mr. Jyoti Basu gives a threat that
he would start an agitation on the price
tise... ..

(Interruptions)

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : You will see the difference
between Brahmachari and price rise. Kin-
dly explain to them the difference between
Brahmachari and the price rise because
Brahmachari is not under discussion.

(Unterruptions)

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : The point is that the Karnataka
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Government also appointed a three-man
committee to control the price rise.

The friends on the Opposition start
saying that they will Jaunch an agitation,
It is not through agitation or by appoin-
ting a Committe that you can bring down
the prices, but it can be done by sugges-
ting some concrete measures,

Therefore, the Minister of Finance has
called for your cooperation, What are the
new suggestions that ‘you offered ? They
just amount to nothing. There is no
sugges*ion because they simply believe in
wish-washing everything and the whole

*thing is gone.

An effective distribution system should
be evolved and it should be the responsi-
bility 'of the Government in association
with the elected representatives of the
people to see that these things are there in
the fair price shops.We have a large number
of fair price shops. A network of fair
price shops are spread throughout the
country.

But there is not enough competitive-
ness. Japan has been able to achieve
growth rate because of the competitive-
ness in every field.

But here what happens is that some of
the dealers of the fair price shops enter
into collusion with other dealers. The
result is things are missing from fair price
shops and they are available at the other
shops. Why this phenomenon ? Itisa
matter of serious concern for us even
though Government is taking some action
to solve this problem.

I would plead with the Hon. Minister
to see that the items which are reserved
for the fair price shops are available in
apequate quantities at all places. There
are areas which are becoming inaccessible
for six months in a year. There arc
areas which are becoming inaccessibie due
to drought and floods, What happens in
such areas is the stockist manages to have
stock of these essential items in his own
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shop. The stockist will be able to do
this because the fair price shops will enter
into collusion with him. The result will be

that we are at a loss on the point of
checking the price rise.
Time and again, the trade unions

launch threats of strike and that results
in some sort of reduction in production
which also accounts for price rise.

We should evolve a mechnism by which
these matters can be settled without
resorting to the weapon of strike.

For example, in Japan and other
countries when the workers have any
demands to make, they only wear black
badges. There is no strike.

DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : In
Japan, nobody can be dismissed from his

Jjob.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : You assure the House that you
will persuade your parties to do this.

DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : You
assure permanent jobs to everybody, that
nobody will be removed and tHat social
security will be given, We will get what
you want.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : You will say this here and out-
side you launch a big morcha on any
issue whether you want to lead the public
or mislead the public.

Any good suggestion coming this side is
an enigma to them, They would just
criticise for the sake of it. What I was
saying is that in countries like Japan
which they are fond of quoting also, they
have a system of wearing black badges to
voice their grievances but the work does
not stop and everybody goes to work in
schools, colleges, factories and every-
where and the result is that there is no
loss of production. Here, the mills are
closed down, the factories are closed and
even hospitals are closed and things happen
like that - and. for days together, Even
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banks and LIC employees who get fat
salaries also resort to strike. The resalt
is that there is a set back to the economy.
‘Therefore, ‘we would plead for some sort
of a mechanism in which there is an
agreement with all trade wunion leaders
also ‘that fer the sake of stability in
prices and for the sake of rise in produc-
tion, for the sake of sound investment in
plan and for the ultimate aim of planned
economic growth, we should not resort to
the weapon of strike and thereby, we can
continue to be up in the method of pro-
duction.

Similarly, in agricultural production,
what are the hindrances now ? We
think of this and of that, There are
river water disputes, In Punjab and
Haryana they are fighting over the river
waters—that they will not give one cusec of
water to theé other. The result is that
there is a scare among the people that
they will not' get emough water ' they
require, Though Himachal Pradesh has
been put to an inconvenience by harness-
ing all the waters into the channels of
Punjab and Haryana, we have never
grumbled on that score. Yet, it is not
being utilised. People would prefer to
lot the water flow to Pakistan than to
agree to utilise it in Haryana or Punjab.
After all, it is a part of the country. ' So
irrigation projects like the Rajasthan
Canal, the Sutlej-Yamuna link canal and
projects which are so essential, may be
inter-State or multi-State in nature, should
be immediately taken up for construc-
tion so that agricultural production
which is 142 million tonnes at present as
indicated by the hon. Minister in his
speech, goes further up and there is no
need to import foodgrains and we are
able to export it and thereby earn money,
Increased production both in ‘the indus-
trial and- agricultural sectors and ‘an
effective system of distribution through
vigilance, through public representation
and through checks which are essential
-is to beevolved and also we should have
some mechanism for trying to see that
our disputes, our political differences do
not get reflected in the economic distor-
tions of our country and ultimately re-
sult in a burden on the consumer.
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Similarly, there is another suggestion
which T want to make. In our country
there is a large pool of intellectual talent
which is available in the Universities and
in the Research Institutes.” Why not
associate them with the mechanism to
control the prices to see that our economy
is brought on an even keel? Their
services and their talents can all be pooled
together and suggestions can be invited,
It is no use saying that our Planning
Commission and our Advisers will have
the final say. Even people who are work-
ing in the Universities on this constant
theme can also be associated with it
and their suggestion can be sought. And
also we should have a system of co-
operatives in which the weaker sections
also have a role to play. Our co-
operative movement and the consumer co-
operatives at the moment in the villages
have a feudal component and the result
is that they corner all the things to them-
selves and the weaker sections of the
society do not have it within their reach
and do not derive the advantages from
the co-operative society or the consumer
store, The result is that he is left high
and dry. So we should streamline the
working of these co-operatives in order
to bring the essential commodities within
the reach of everybody.

Price rise is one thing and the avail-
ability of the essential commodities is
also very much important. I would re-
quest the Finance Minister to pay some
attention to this also that areas which
are far away from the reach of the trans-
port infrastructure of the country, areas
which are hilly, desert areas and areas
which are drought-effected and areas
which are beyond the snow-line those
areas also belong to the nation and the
nation has to have some concern for
them. So the entire distribution sysiem
should be so designed and streamlined in
such a manner that various items reach
them also.

Then I come to the banking svstem.
Yesterday, the Indian National Trade
Union Congress have given this opinion.
They have passed a resolution that the
banking system in our country is not
doing justice to the economic growth of
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our country. The banks also have a role
to play. To-day we have more than
41,000 bank branches in the country. But
what happens ? When it comes to the
system of getting a loan, people find it
difficult.  Generally, the poor people
find it difficult to get a loan because the
system is such that they have to offer
various types of guarantees. And yet
various programmes have been launched.
So, I would suggest that these pro-
grammes which the banks have for the
people, for the benefit of the poor people,
for the benefit of the unemployed, for
the benefit of the artisans, for the benefit
of the weaker sections. These should be
contained in a handbook and that hand-
book shou!d be printed in all the regional
languages of India and should be distri-
buted at the Panchayat level because
whenever I see the bank branch being
opened in the countryside, there is
generally a big show by the bank people
saying that we have supplied this book
or that book. Beyond- this, there is
nothing so that when a young man ap-
proaches a bank to find out what are the
schemes of the banks, he does not get
that. So, the banking sector has a vital
role to play in the economic development
and the production would increase if the
banking component such as the aid that
is supplied to the agriculturists, to the
artisans by the banks, is also streamlined
along proper lines. It is a happy thing
that the hon. Minister has noted that
there is ‘an increase in the cash reserve
ratio from 7 to 8.5 per cent in two
phases and an intensive effort to maximise
the kharif output. Along with the in-
crease in credit ratio, cash reserve ratio
is also to be raised. Our banks are co-
operating. But, they are cooperating
only at the national level. They are co-
operating at the State level. The bank
people are very happy with the State
Governments and the Centgal Govern-
ment. But, it is the farmer in the village,
it is the young artisan and it is the small
industrial entrepreneur who is an unem-
ployed young man, a matriculate young
man, who has to be assured that the
bank has a smile for them tliat they are
able to have a branch ofa bank. It has
to have a dialogue of welcome and pros-
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pect of welcome to this. So, the prices
can be controlled and they can be stabi-

lised. But, we cannot say that they
would be reduced drastically. My hon,
friend. Dr. Subramaniam Swamy

would imagine because he believes in
miracle. - But,we do not. (interrupiions),
If the prices were brought down, the
people were happy with them and they
also brought down along with the price
fall.  (Interraptions). We are not referr-
ing to the infighting. We are referring
to the electoral verdict of January 1980,
The people were so much impressed by
the statistics given by them about the
fall in the prices registered in their regime
that they were also brought down by the
people. They have only a fallacy which
they are projecting before the country
that they were able to do this thing or
that. But, they were not able to do
anything because it is the people who are
the best judges. (Interruptions), We did
not rise the prices. Who raised this
bogie ?. Sir, I have a charge to make
of the big sharks who are blackmailing
us. They were not able to do anything—
Dr. Subramaniam Swamy and his
friends.

DR, 'SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
No, no.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : They generally want to black-
mail us further, The boot is on the
other leg. (Interruptions). They are not
in the Janata but they are hand in glove
with you. That is the point. So far as
puolishing aim is concerned, let them
publish their own distribution and let
them come out with that. (Interruptions)
They wan’t do anything, They only try
to bifurcate the economy into rural and
urban. Chaudhuri Charan Singh pleaded
for the rural areas while Mr. Desai
pleaded for the urban areas. The result
of it is that we are, where we were to-
day. My point is that every sector of
the management has a proper place in
this vital task. Therefore, in the manage-
ment of distribution, the people’s re-
presentatives should be associated. They
should be associated so that there is
increase taking place in the industrial and
agricultural production. This limiting of
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the credit ratio in the banks should be
there and, above all, the psychology
among the workers and labourers that
they also belong to the country, should
also be there. So, if we have some Kkind
of harmonious relationship, of all types
of industrial relations, that is, farmer’s
contribution, banker’s contribution etc.,
then Government would also play its
due role. That would ultimately result
in a stable economy and a stable price.

With these words, I appreciate some
of the steps the Minister has taken

and I welcome this statement of his
to-day.
SHRI SATYASADAN CHAKRA-

BORTY (Calcutta South) : What about

the administered prices ?

PROF, NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR : I know what the administered
prices are. You believe what the States
claim in the administered prices. I tell
you that all States are for more powers
to be given to the States. Can you ever
agree to ask the bigger states to contri-
bute something to the smaller States ?
They would only say ‘no’. They want
to speak about the Central Government,
This is the point that I want to reply.
Whereas the Central Government has
taken over the responsibility of backward
areas and under the Gadgil formulae the
planned economy is being manned in such
a manner that the backward States are
given a chance to comeup. Sir, if their
scheme of things comes into operation
and the Centre becomes weak then the
big States would like to become bigger
and bigger and the smaller States of the
country will suffer and "they will have
no place under the sun. Sir, I must
also tell my friends that about administer-
ed prices they have an ample opportunity
of going before the Sarkaria Commission
and plead their case before him.

So, Sir, for stability in prices there
should be a proper atmosphere and it is
the atmosphere in which if the Opposition
parties feel the pinch we in the ruling
party are in no way isolated from the
people and we also feel the pinch. But
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of the whole House and as such, I would
request my friends in the Opposition to
cooperate with us as the Prime Minister
has also called for their cooperation.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA (Calcutta
North East) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, Prof.
Parashar along with the Finance Minister
have asked for cooperation of the Oppo-
sition but this is no way of asking for
cooperation. You are running the govern-
ment. You are shaping the fiscal and
monetary policies. You are controlling
everything in this country as a result of
which if there is price rise then you have
to explain as to why the price rise has
taken place. We do not have to explain.
If you do not accept the alternate policy
which we have been advocating then thers
is no question of cooperation between the
Opposition and the Government. You
have ignored the alternate policy which
we have been advocating and having
ignored that when you are confronted
with the situation of rising prices then
again you blame the Opposition and hav-
ing blamed the Opposition you go on-—
as a political gimmick—asking for coope-
ration from the Opposition. It will not
work.

Anyway, Sir, before us we have the
statement of the Finance Minister regard-
ing the price rise which to say the least
smacks of smug complacency. [ am
sorry to say but then it should be stated
that everytime when Finance Minister
comes out with the statement regarding
price rise he will specially select certain
periods—fraction of a year or may be
three, four or six months—which will
suit his convenience and then go on
giving statistical data in order to confiirm
his conclusions and say that the prices are
under control.

Sir, this statement of his is also an
example of this sort of inverted logic.
Regarding wholesale price index let me
tell you that if we compare 1983-84 prices
with 1982-83 prices in the first six months
of 1982-83 the rise was 4.6 per cent and
in the current year the rise registered is
8.1 per cent. If we take the calendar year,
that is, 1982 and 1983 you will find in the
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first threequarters in 1982 the rise was 3.9

per cent whereas in the current calendar

vear the rise is 10.7 per cent. Now

in the first three quarters of 1983

foodgrains bave registered an in-

crease of 11 per cent. Fruits and vegeta-
bles—37.6%. Other food articles—13.7%,
sugar, khandsari and gur —327{, edible
0il—16.3%, cement —17.5%; and the most
interesting of all is the jute industry which
is ailing, with si-koess and gasping. The
Jute Industry: of West Bengal has
somehow or other managed to pick up
the prices and the price rise in respect of
jute textile has been, in these three quar-
ters of the current calendar year is to the
extent of 18%,. Whatever the figures the

Finance Minister has given in his state-

ment, are not actually the reflection of

the hard realities in the market. Take
for example the spiralling prices of wheat
and rice in the market. In the year

1970.71 which is taken as base year, it was

100 In 1981, so far as rice is concerned,

the price was 220.8, in 1982, it was 243.2,

in the current year, its price is 296.6.

Now, taking the same year, that is,

1970-71 as base year, in 1981 the price of

wheat was 184-8, in 1982, it was 191.3 and

in 1983 it is 210.0.

PROF. N.G. RANGA (Guntur) :
All these years, you the consumers have
been exploiting the farmers and the cul-
tivators, The farmers are now awake
‘and you have started paying them a
little more. You were enjoying at the
cost of the farmers.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA #Prof. Ranga,
you don't know the fact. Whatever the
Government are paying to the farmers, it
is at the price fixed by the Government.
The Government has raised the issue
price of rice and wheat and they are earn-
ing more than what they are paying to
the farmers. This is the hard reality at
the moment which you cannot face. This
is one side of the picture, When actual-
ly you try to measure inflation you
come to your conclusion, not-
withstanding the fact that there are pro-
tests from our side. Since the present
Government came to power, they always
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take the whole-sale price index as the
yard-stick to measure inflation, Here
also, in the current year, in the present
statement of the Finace Minister, this has
been done. For the benefit of the Finance
Minister, I will read out a few sentences
from the World Bank Report which says
something about measuring inflation : It
saySs-—

*“In their areas however Govenment
policies in the industrial countries
marked a definite break with the
past. In particular, their mone-
tary stances became more restric-
ed, which has helped bringing
inflation down sharply, Having
risen 10,6% in 1980, consumer
prices (measured by the deflator
for private consumption) now
measured by OECD countries rose
by 8.6% in 1981, by 68% in
1982, and at an annual rate of
6.0% in the first quarter of 1983.”

In the context of the mflation while
trying to measure inflation, they are talk=-
ing in terms of consumer price index.
In our country, whenever the question of
measuring inflation comes, they would
always resort to this whole-sale prices.
What is the state of affairs in the consu.
mer price index ? What is the actual state
of affairs in the market ? Now, I had
been to a Delhi market—Sarojini Nagar
market—and there I came to know that
onion was selling at Rs. 4, not Rs. 8 per
kilogram, potatoes Rs. 3.0 per kilogram,
caulifiower at Rs. 3 per Kg. Mooli—
Rs. 4 per kg. ; tomatoes—Rs. 6 per kg.,
peas—Rs. 12 per kg. ; brinjal—
Rs. 4 per kg. ; mustered oil—Rs. 20 per
ke. ; Dalda—Rs. 69.70 for 4 kgs. ; Coco-
nut oil—Rs. 30 per kg. ; and til oil —Rs.
20 per kg. These are today's market prices
as 1 have collected them from the
Sarojini Nagar market.

Let us now go to the consumer price
index. I would only invite the attention
of the Finance Minister to one feature.
In the current calender year from January

to August, the price index rose by 59

points, Excepting when our inflation rate
was as high as 28% in the year 1974, it
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never happened earlier in this country.
In January 1983, the consumer price in-
dex with 1960 as the base year was 495,
and according to the latest figures avail-
able for the month of September, it is
554. That means that in a matter of 9
months, the all-India consumer price
index with the 1960 as the base year has
registered an increase of 59 points. It
had never happened in the past. This
being the position today, one can easily
understand the seriousness of the price
situation, Today, the entire country,
specially the weaker sections of our
society, are groaning under the crushing
burden of price rise. What is the Govern-
ment doing about it ? What are the
reasons for this ? Even the Finance
Minister in his statement has not denied
the fact that the price rise has become  an
endemic feature and is also causing anxie-
ty. What are the reasons for this ?

Now, we are constantly raising the
administered prices of different commo-
dities. Take for example the petrolium
and petroleum products, Betwzen 1982
and 1983 you have raised the price of
petrol and petroleum products four times.
By petrol and petroleum products we
mean 24 sub-groups beginning from pet-
rol, diesel oil, kerosene right upto drugs
and other pharmaceutical products, In
the last three years having increased the
price four times, you have levied an addi-
tional burden on the people to the extent
of Rs. 5500 crores ; it is only in a matter
of two and a half years or three yecars,
This means that the price of petrol,
diesel oil, kerosene and all other products
has gone up tremendously.

Then cement. If you take 1970-71 as
the base year, in March 1982 it stood at
366 in terms of index number ; in March

1983, it was 400.

Let us take fertilizers. On 8-6-1980,
the Government increased the price of
fertilizer by 38%. Again on 11-7-81,
they increased it by 17.5%, and then very
magnanimously, the Finance Minister
reduced the prices by 7-1/2%, the other
day. All the same between 1980 and
1983, the fertilizer prices went up by

48%.
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Then we come to railways headed by
Shri A.B.A. Ghani Khan Choudhuri. I
am not talking of passenger fares ; et
them groan under the burden of tho in-
creasing fares, In 1980-81, the freight
charges were increased by Rs. 13091
crores ; in 1981-82, these were increased
by Rs. 286.22 crores ; and in 1982-83 by
Rs. 88.55 crores ; in 1983-84, the freight
charges were increased by Rs. 310 crores.
All told, between 1980 and 1983, additio-
nal freight charges levied were to the tune
of Rs. 815.98 crores, What do you ex-
pect? If after these increases, the prices
do not increase, then we must be living
in a fool’s paradise.

Now, the second cause for this is ex=
cise duty. In 1950 the people of this
country were  paying excise duty
to the tune of Rs. 62 crores only. In
this year’s budget, the people will ‘be
obliged to pay more than Rs. 9000 crores
as excise duty. If for every necessity of
daily life, each year the excise duty goes
on increasing, it is but natural that the
prices will go up. The situation has
come to such a pass. Ido not know,
whether you are aware, and the Members
are aware that in the year 1982-83, even
the revised estimates for excise duty
could not be collected. It has happened
for the first time in the budgetary history
of the Government of India. The excise
duty which was to be collected according
to the budget, which was subsequently
revised, fell short of collection, The excise
duty has become so much that the people
are not in a position to purchase. They
cannot afford to purchase ; they do not
have the purchasing capacity.

Then, I come to the deficit financing,
Everybody knows about it and I am not
going into that. When we resort to
deficit financing to such a huge extent, it
leads to inflation, and inflation means
price rise.

Now, there is no restriction on the
profit of monopoly houses. Let us see
what is happening in this country. I
happen to be the Chairman of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee, and you should
not think thatI am quoting from any
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document of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. Just six months ago, the Com-
ptroller and Auditor General of India has
brought out his audit report. In one of
the audit reports, which can be purchased
by paying Rs. 3.50 or so, and which con-
cerns incometax department, the Comp-
troller and Auditor General of India has
brought out that in this country of seven-
ty crores of people, there are only nine
hundred individuals, who have shown in
their incometax returns that their annual
income is Rs. five lakhs or more. That
means that in this country, we have only
nine hundred people whose annual income
is Rs. five lakhs or more. Can you
believe it 7 Is it not going on under the
very nose of the Government of India
and the Minister of Finance, and is it
expected that they do not know about it.
I think, the Finance Minister may be
hearing it perhaps for the first time from
me,

The Central Board of Direct Taxes
made an enquiry into the reasons as to
why the actual collection of wealthtax
from the monopoly houses is dwindling.
To their utter amazement they found out
that whatever wealth tax the Birlas paid
in the year 1957 on the basis of returns
shown as Rs. 57 crores of rupees, in the
year 1982-83, Rs. 57 crores came down to
Rs. 12 crores. How is it possible 7 They
also found out that these gentlemen have
created hundreds of trusts and shiphoned
out all the money in their trusts with the
result that they are saying to the authori-
ties concerned in their tax returns that
their personal wealth has gone down, and
because of that the wealth tax has gone
down, and these people are becoming

poorér and poorer and they cannot pay.

These are the ways in which black-money
generated. And through this black-money
a parallel economy has been created in
this country ; and through this parallel
economy a Vvery severe pressure is put
in the entire economy with the result that
you cannot control the prices.

Now, Sir, what is the remedy ? Prof.
Parashar was saying the Opposition does
not come out with any concrete sugges-
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tion. So, Sir, our number one concrete
suggestion is that at least you select four-
teen commodities of daily use which are
used by the common people, say rice.
wheat, pulses, edible oil, soap, cloth or
something like that ; fix their prices which
would be within the purchasing capacity
of the people and which should be sold
throughout the country at the same price.
Let the Government take the responsibili-
ty of procurring these fourteen items and
supplying them to the respective State
Governments. Already they have stated
in answer to the question that we have
got two lakh nintythree thousand Fair
Price Shops in our country. If that is
correct that you have a chain of public
distribution system, then you can sell
these goods through the public distribu-
tion system of at least two lakh 93 thou-
sand fair price shops,

Sir, just to give you an example, are
vou aware Mr. Mukherjee that the much
maligned, much . vilified, much abused,
much denigrated State, the State of West
Bengal is the cheapest State in our coun-
try.

PROF. N. G. RANGA (Guntur) : As
if you are doing it and we are not doing
it.

SHRI SUNIL MATITRA : What does
the Finance Minister say here 7 He
misses no opportunity to fire a salvo
against the Left Front Government when-
ever it is there. You go through the
Reserve Bank of India Bulletin Consumer
Price Index. You will find that Calcutta
City out of all the matropolitan cities in
this country is the cheapest city. Itis
not our observation. It is the observa-
tion of the Reserve Bank of India.

PROF. N.G. RANGA : That is
because of our policy.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : Let me tell
you Mr. Ranga according to the
Reserve Bank of India Bulletin and the
statistical figures published in the form of
Consumer Price Indéx West Bengal is the
cheapest State in the whole of the Indian
Union.
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PROF. N.G. RANGA : Thanks to
the 21-point programme.
SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : We have

got 36-point programme., We are running
administration not on the basis of 21-
~ point programme.

SHRI GIRDHARI LAL VYAS : Itis
the cheapest State without any production,

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : Therefore,
through the public distribution system you
can really send these essential commodities
to the people. Then only vou can have-
some control on the prices. But then
notwithstanding the fact that in this coun-
try you are having two lakh nintythree
thousand Fair Price Shops, the condition
of everwhelming majority of the shops is
so deplorable, becave you are not send-
ing them either rice or wheat or kerosene
or anything that the ordinary people want.
For example, I take the example of
Kerala. Kerala needs two lakh tonnes
of rice a month., [t is not a question
whether we are having a government
there or you are having a Government
there. It is your government there. And
instead of two lakh tonnes of rice to
Kerala, you are sending not more than
one lakh tonnes of rice. So, how do you
expect the Kerala Governmeant to run the
public distribution system ?  Therefore,
when you say that the Opposition does
have any suggestions to offer, we are
giving you the suggestion that you sell
these essential items through the public
distribution system, Send rice, wheat and
other essential commodities to the State
Governments, which  will sell them
through the public distribution system,
But you are not sending even these things.
Tripura is burning. They say send ten
thousand tonnes of rice, but you are aot
supplying this amount to them. It is not
the question whether Tripura or Kerala are
ruled by the Congress (I) or by the non-
Congress (I) Government. It is the same
fate in respect of almost all the States,
Therefore, I say, if you approach the
problem really for a solution, the only
solution can be through this public dis-
tribution system and by fixing the price
of these fourteen essential commodities.
Lastly : Dr. Subramaniam Swamy, while
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speaking, said that a peculiar phenome-
non, as prevailing in this country, viz.
production was increasing on the one
hand ; and on the other prices were also
increasing.

PROF. N. G. RANGA :
is also increasing.

Population

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : But Prof,
Ranga, you should remember that increase
in production is slightly more than what
the population increase is.

But Dr. Swamy also said that he had
not found it anywhere else in the world,
Here, he is incorrect. In the capitalist
countres of the world, both production
and prices are increasing. This is the
peculiar phenomenon in all the capitalist
countries in the world, including the
country for which he has got a special
word of praise, viz. the United State of
America.  There, and in our country
also, this phenomenon is found. Your
theory of demand and supply determining
prices no longer holds good. It has been
blasted.

I was a Communist; I am a Commu-
nist, and I will be a Communist. From
my point of view, this is because there is
a complete marriage of monopoly capital
with the State. The former is completely
controlling the State. And so, whenever
they want, they know how to increase or
decrease the prices. It depends on the
monopoly capital. The State is comple-
tely controlled by monopoly capitalists.
So, in all capitalist countries, monopoly
capital is influencing prices. Our coun-
try cannot be an exception, because our
country is also on the path of capitalist
development, due to which our economy
is m doldrums. No amount of patch-
work is going to help in bringing down
prices. Only a radical departure from
the economic policy will help.

As far as the socialist ' countries are
concerned, the prices of essential
commodities have remained constant there
for the last 30 years. This is the difference
between capitalist economy and the
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socialist economy. So long as we
proceed on the path of capitalist deve-
lopment, we will remain within the
capitalist framework. This will be
the fate. Even then within the
present framework, the fixing of prices of
14 essential commodities and supplying
them to the States for distribution
through public distribution system can
mitigate the sufferings of the people, and
keep some sort of a control over the
price situation.

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI
(Bhubaneswar) : 1 was reminded of the
great English poet Robert Frost who
wrote :

“Two ways lead into the woods; And
I took the road less travelled by.
And that makes all the diffe-
rence.”

Here is a case where our country has
accepted the second road, namely, it is
travelling by the less travelled road.
There are countries in the world which
have accepted democracy ; and there
are those which have not accepted
democracy but have accepted socialism.
But it is only our country which has
"taken a very difficult road, viz. having
both democracy and socialism. Our
country is unigue in this respect.

When we discuss the question of price
rise, we must be very practical. If we
take a look at the question of price rise
through a looking glass having an ideolo-
gical tint, it may not help us because we
are treading a different path.

I now quote from what the Finance
Minister had said, I hope Mr, Sunil
Maitra would have read at least this por-
tion of his speech. He said :

It says on page 3 of the statement as
follows :

‘““However, as I have so oftsn said in
this House, the behaviour of
prices in our country is a complex
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matter and requires continuous
and close monitoring and surveil-
Ia“ce.'.

1 think that in that one sentence the
Finance Minister has summarised the
actual conditions that are prevailing in
the country. Therefore, he needs the
cooperation of all the opposition parties
in the House for solving such a complex
problem. Therefore, 1 say that the
statement of the Finance Minister gives a
very practical assessment of present price
situation,

T was happy when Prof. Ranga pointed
out that we had given more to the farmers
during the last three years that farmers
could not get any time before. We have
increased the prices of foodgrains; we
have increased the prices of rice which
could not be increased; and the farmers
have been benefited; we have increased the
prices of wheat and the farmers have
been benefited. Now a question was
asked : because you are increasing this
price, byfixing the issue price you are
taking more from the farmers than you
are giving. This has no economic
relevance; this is irrelevant to the rise in
prices that we given to the farmers, I
hope all this needs to be looked into.

It was said that the hLon. Finance
Minister had given price rise picture
taking into account only three or four
months, But the Finance Minister has
made it very clear that he has taken the
whole period. Taking the financial year
as a whole .the increase in prices upto
July 30, 1983, has been 6.5 per cent as
against 5.8 per cent last year (1983), 6.7
per cent in 1981-82, 12.2 per centin 1980-81
and 12.8 per cent in 1979.80. There-
fore, he has given the whole backeround
of the last four years comparing the pre-
sent price rise, so far as the recent state-
ment is concerned.  Therefore, it is
completely incorrect to say that the
Finance Minister has quoted the prices of
a particular period when they were low.
He has given the position of price rise for
four years.

As regards administered price, it i
known in this country to any economists
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production has reached up to 142 million,
I think the prices will still come down
within some days. They may still come
down further. The monetary measures that
the Government has taken by taking away
the liquidity from the banking system and
to control the speculative trends in trade
is welcome. But Government should
see to in that farmers are not compelled
to sell foodgrains to middiemen at the
lowest prices. Those speculative trends
also have to be guarded against so that
they do not affect the prices. This
is the time when the businessmen go to
the market and try to buy the foodgrains.
The Food Corporation of India does not
have the capital to purchase the food-
grains, and the Government has also
stated that there should be no distress
sales. The state Governments have also
said that there should not be distress
sales. 1 was surprised to hear Shri Sunil
Maitra saying that Calcutta is the chea-
pest city. We will soon be going to
Calcutta, in December. We can see it
then. But even now the price of mustard
oil has gone up to Rs. 25/- at Calcutta
whereas the price at Delhi is Rs, 20/-,
From this itself we can see whether
Calcutta is the cheapest city or whether
it is cheaper than Delhi. Youcan your-
self understand. Therefore, I must
caution the hon. Minister, as he has given
a very practical assessment, on this ques-
tion of rise in prices, that we arein a
difficult situation, and those forces which
are trying their best to see that the prices
go on rising are still active.  But they are
under control because of various measures
taken by the Government. Still there are
some forces which are uncontrollable.
That is why, perhaps, the hon. Minister
in the last two sentences of his statement,
said mildly that everybody should coope-
rate with the Government in curbing
inflation.

1 support the measures taken by the
Government in the last three/four years
in giving more price to the farmers so
that they can get reasonable price for
their produce. Still I much request the
hon. Minister that besides whatever
measures he has been continuing to take
during the last 3/4 years to bring down
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inflation from 21 per cent to 8 per cent,
he must continue to exercise more vigi-
lance on the price front so-that in anotner
3/4 months we shall be able to give
a very reasonable and good price to the
consumers,

Today we have the best distribution
system in the country, Mr. Maitra has
claimed that their Government is giving
very good rice in the distribution system,
From where are they getting that rice ?
That good rice is being supplied by the
Centre.  Taking everything from the
Centre and then saying that we are doing
very well in the distribution system is
not good. This year there is going to
be a bumper crop. Let them procure
their own rice and feed the distribution
system without depending upon the
Centre. Onty then it will go to their
credit.

In the end, I fully support the mea-
sures the Government has taken in con-
trolling the prices,

st Tre g fag (fwdramans) ¢
qarifa #gizg, 9@ & @y W7
fag g1 & T F T FT 718
Arar & f& s sriedt sat € e sEaT
@ 7T AL w9 A 47 A A
# faz fear &, ar €T @& A8 STUIr
— et ar =t g s ar famd
2 <@l 2, wfea faw @4 97 w9 #1
aiFzt § forr #1999 399 71 Fifaw
FCWE

faer 941 & A7 wqT IAA A FaT
¢ 5 ga99ree &1 ggae 3T 29 HFgAL
# 88 TWEe 91, wafs 30 gaTE,
1983 ® | 69 T WX
fomraa Ao & T<W # 6.5 TEe
qr1 1
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#§ agdt ? o w4 Jar1 g § aa
gugt Avgifeq ww f@am w1 &7 &1
FETUFTE AG & | 0 o F
STIIET AET &7 9T AFT HIee-€21 0
¥ T AN AT IAR AT IUET HrA
ag st | gafaw afs qw & gegrEA
T GHar #1 93T g A 99% fag
AT ¢ 5 el &1 9% g
d3r %1 g€ e #1 Sfaw gew fRar
ST | 56 §EHIL &T T9a Afqal &
FIIOT § AT FT [T ¥ g Y
qATE WO @ & | T 9T oy
fa=ITC FTAT EAIT | &7 g7 F7 3 F18W
ueE & EEew # agy a3t yfawr g
¥ 1 @ 16 T fFer 4t mex ar
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any § wfeT AT & sor @@
W%tmaﬁffnmg |

wgi a% feeftegas &Y am &
ATHT W AN AT BIT NIH  ATCH
Fraq &1 2vie qr o 7 2 WA
60 BATZ 19 @ & §, qfwT HTHT
st feedeqma gy & 9EH agd
TEAST 2 | AT FNN HT A FTHA
gAz FRA G E | A9 wAg H
ST A g9 T QA A9 §, q@r w7
gFATIT TN F370 ¢ 5 T Ay,
FAl wgar ¢ fe N adf 2 | 57 T@r
q7 g7 feafg & at =g g=rar qm
q74 2 f& wiat § o1 ST I1TH WeF
AT & gast s feala gnfr 1 @
ST WCIEC & IEHT AG 9 aF fAg-
fag 2t 737 @3 aF oFr ferd-
syoq faezq @ua & wrr ) afz
FTIHT FHA F4 g1 af A9H Flarga
e FaEr =rfzo St SAF  FTU
8@ & amrT ag=man =ifzo

T HT qAT F 41U AT Fedl 9
fagao w@mawa § | afz aw ag
graq & f¥ fagmi & dar @gar ar
wig geai w1 frafqd 7 @9, a8
afy adl &1 AT IW A IOTRA GHaT
1 aZEY AT weErAr &1 Afwa,
a1 FrAifeat 9z fagan $ifseg qar
foarl #1931 §a@iR &1 IfEq
g7 @fag

st T fag amw  (sER)
araAra aarafa oft, egsii #1 Frwat
¥ faon § s wwfaror & & W@
ey ¥ forg weeaqer wwr & 0 frelt
+ff Troz Y Frww-ge IaRT Aifaw

nister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

difa & wfws wvaey wadr & ) aegal
¥ yeqi &1 faafon Fa@ gaesia a
A% agueg &, wars & fafas i
¥ g gra+y § wgl OF A7 IqIEE
g d= ¥ wrgfen ot & a1 @A
AT ITAFAT & | BT I FT 99 qH
qu=g TE ZAM, A1 9T o TF EHT
&1 fagaw agf g1 aF aF «WEr €7
§ geat #1 fagizor =&Y &1 @&
FEar 2 & a9 "I EA
U T — IeTIIF, JIAFAT AT AF-
fer oSl s 9% Fa7 9Er fAgw w@q §
was W & ! % sgm—
faga 1 fawasha @ g,
g% g sw  fawrasie g &
wifas gafa &1 sasn F ar fegam
&Y &ae uw tar 37 2, faas s,
ITATFIT AT AF (237 USHTS § qeqq
g, UF wFaeq £ HIT S°% I fagau
FIH { NI F1 9 AKAAT KT

gE g

qreagy, favidtew @ = amr
AIF §REY WG |ATE F 0 1
1T FWT E AT UHIHEAT WIEH
T g d FIal ) AFT 999 &, afeT
st smaEt 3ft @ fasgw o
g1 SITaT § | WIS 5 F NIZH UEH T 94{
WA T FaT IIAFAT Hi
@y # SeEEal &1 facge W@ o
g, 9k gad ot feedteqma wawle §
ar miE T oSS §, SAEr Yy emA
agY w7 § 1 ey W 3wy & wegrEA
¥ gl o a1 Wfww wwEe @,
aaT wFye €, dfgew iz @,
wTE fear oSSt §, 23quA TR oy
¥Z3 g A1 §ow W AT AW qew
TP — 7 T F1 F ) 77 ¥ oA



467 St made by Finnnce
Miniscer on Price
Sit.. afion (Dis.)

[ Trw fag aET |

ax fear star & 1 & AR a'env'rr
wgal g f5 97§87 ww@wT T 9F
fiog far %1 OF wETIT I0ST T
w11 & qraA var fF ga deg E57 A
AT FIAT TEA £, 9 h A FE
g fird ot 753 &1 T w1 w6 7
§ ggigar faaat 2, A1 saF0 fae
farar a7 | Y TTe Tlo SlTlEo I'[q'oa{
UF WAANT TZET, G FAFAT & AL
¥ qgg wE-AYE A Fg @ 4,
q@AT g g G w7 Sy w9
Yoq A9 ¥ THIT FE FT FEAT TH
F3 fzal az7 ger wfaai & qewaa ¥
&1 a1 31 g3y wfuw fadig =
Fma & geT wAr 717 347 far A ?
IHH FAlEH F gET HAY, FEHIT F
e wAY, afaawrg ¥ ger HA1, S
Figa-me faQdT ger 7 7, 7 TEE
faaer § @1 <@ 7 % &em Sv awmrcq
72} grAr =ifgy + T WHIT F@T WG
az @uwy & f& afs e Za0 g%
oy 78Y &30 A% Hew Z¥@ WIAT
auf & 11 sfama & 15 sfewa aF
T 7, T §T q€G KT qod AR
gz ! &% AvwIX 9E 9% fAgAw
FTAT FIZAT &, IF 9T GG AGY FAT
sgr & W #ga § fw geq daw
gew Ay A wRgm , Fe
Z3g @&w agY g Az, Tw ax
ez M & ger A sy 2 %
g w9 WY ¥ oF Nfafzsa s 2,
TEET I TFAaF F A &
THiATTAE w10 FY 91 ¥ WiE 99 8§,
Ag OF TAAE T § 1 qAT RAA
quETe Fgat £ F Iew dam § foaan
Gat araw famar &, saAr gw saw
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fegrad & & fag qarT &, iﬁﬁﬁt
g e A 2 fR 7 dew dww &1
awrey O ¥ fag e A g oWa |
#fwa dow 2o gafow 7 @arg 7@l
FIAT AT &, #4ilw o1 Tgl & 3AMT-
fur wfeeem &, wiaifos sfgem &,

 ggt &y sy wiEfer osEs §, SAF

F9T 391 uwHifas fagaor TETE
g AT, & 9% 9V o9Y v #T
T EAAT AFA F AT AT AFW
FAAT TG & 1 IW AFW FT AWR
T3 #F fau ¥ Je7 339 §F va fagw
a1 fatg Fxa &1 T IT #T GITA-
foaer 1T 75T @ 1 TEEr w1 fawna
FATAZ g | AT FaAw AFAAF
FTION & ¥ 2o 2 | Far fw #ite dte
Ao —QWe & HAAIG 726 FZ 8
7 fr ' mat § 0 w0 aifgo, w9
qrAAtg faw 947 o1 7 ayRat § &
FIA FT GEAF @, d1 qI9H, HGH
a9 A o1 MGF [Ew HAT A FaAl
fanry fFar | ga@ wfes #1€ s aw
&Y AT AEY 2 )

g garafa S, & ag FweAr
=g f& it wry qzEa gagan
FTHY §YT gET AIAAHIG AgEEl T OFHIT
STAFT TIET T FIETL T FIAGT F1 agT
fowar, s www Fiwg &7 4f &%
gr= graq wfas g, @ #4139 A9
AIYX TeATEE A@F W AT g
qE fe oIS & A9 ¥ F1% gueay
Fraq fFar qr? saar qrdf 8 g &
TR § AT IEIEET BT IAET g
Frog 7 famy ¥ g ¥ IR wey
% ®@e ¥al # war faar ar
F01 war fear a1 ? ow fadr f& wwar
ardt v mifas Afa vaa 6 st agd
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FIOT Gr— 19 T @7 gr— faw

wHT ST e g d 47 22 W@
¥, w7 7z fre @ dy 9@ wwy S
1 #ve framr sfaw @raf o 1 @
FT FT FTWO TH FFR K TG
fifaat & | w7 a7 Tenaw wfb4F §%
IIWIEFAT § TAFET FTAH AE) T qAG
ax 5. ¢ qifas Aifq oy Afg af @
qFAT |

qiq ¥ g1 d1qz FY R a@
qgifeaw sresqed AT ama wfaw g€
7.1 uffa AEdT gz &1 WeE
giar =gy, saar it & feaar wra-
UFGF T A SIS AT ATET F FAA 9T
&q {5a7 9 ! 98 GrA-uFaRq fEh
A gwzar fear qr ? ag wIE-0Fads
FITG GOHRIL A [977 AF dF21d GATH
g gwzar fwar g, afss s§ ar
FA-UFFAT F1 (Gopa«l ¥ I@g
w7 &1 fSedardd sqqr migf 47 |-
9T 47 | I¥ TN qAar QL F1 TG
q 3T q5qA1 1 T W H aga wiaw
TIEIT H G FY T @ 4T K1 Arr
o &7 ST GFT Y, T &7 AR F
HIATT FIH 9 99 qg4ed  GI7A-04H-
¥ §t &9 s femr | @9 ¥ e
warar, wieager g, T w1 fgrg-
&1 ¥ aga suiar i § @ fear
ST qFar ar g #+r § f& ogwrd
FEHIT 7 B 7IAG( T QoA § dige
F ufus & sfus wigy 2o § s,
2w & afuw & sifas senfrswr
#ifeq #1 sarar a9 & gw swar &t
AT R qF 19 @ ITAETE
F1 ¥ TEgd ot wTw g1 o gg ad

Minister on Price
Riwation (Dis)

aee Aify & feo & &ow |z 9T
oo g9 AT BT QFGES F W[
T |

awifa &1, fadis 987 & wWAeE
EEy oIw 4z TN 2 @ E F s
& 91 @ § ) qger wmar § —
FUE & A99 § AW 1T F AL HI-
F1T ¥ 13 Frer fawl &1 afawgo frar,
39 faei #1 «faw”’ 37 &1 gwwafaeg
fra ®rar ? fFe 7 9w foal &1 70
o4 fgar ! T7@ 98 9T F1H T8I §i<
AR AT O A (s i
ATHIT &7 519 &7 @ 7, foaegid ==
wagvl F 90 ¥ 99 @ #1748 a0
faar ? & faig qq § 959 a7 &
9| AT a¥EE § A G qEAAGT
nE€a Ho TUTAT FEf WIT TEY &,
TN IF 9T wIET &1, ST Sq
gearg & fav fasksr i, awmEq
FXT ¥ | 39 gEara &1 9fuonw fAgar
fF & fad amz <Y At ww Wi &1
Frar-gerg faaar a1 9g feemr g7 &
AT | W T FGT OFT HWIg &1 Gar
FW A7 gaR T fadd qar &
W &Y 8 | g AFIT A HIw 9
fasi &1 99 g9 § ¥ FT FA7
(T & @A FT G491 @9 F& 7
frat #1 sar 1 sara fegr & fag
I FaT &1 1 fqa §i gediFast
FI Fqer famar | g a%ar & oF ame
I §B F19F sqE amAr 9% a1 5
Fra ag 1 awdt § wfeT o owr ag
waa g & 9@ 7 9 fea-
4l %Y & a1 99q 0% ¥ w19 fwar
m@mEg o

= { F A fadea s =



1 St ly B

S!mmbﬁrﬂﬂf
[u"rmﬁﬁm]
gy ﬁﬂmﬁwﬂ%ﬁr GELH
¥ Y #zw 3370 &, o w7 & fiod
% q I FA-3 WrAT R, 7.5 9IAE
fear &, ag svq wiw ¥ uF a§ga
gt Aifg AR TE a@ ¥ 8w 7
woAt wifa® Aifq #1 937 fear & @
g wrar & f wlyea § o faa w97
ST gEI g & af®sr wEw SIET
A eal & arg & faw &9 & &
gifas #ifs &1 agfasr ¥ Fwax
F@TE

ot Qs waww a7f  (HIETAT) ¢
g S, AAATT g9 ST & mrer
FT q57e @A ®I fUAT ¥ IF T A
orar Ay g % S A /A% 51 1420
wr@ #ifeF 7 FY wa7 qar g F1
TEATEAT § — ¥ §B 0T wlgegaiof
#T 12 § fF o @r=-97 wrew 599w 2,
T FFogAT 1B 2F &, AT *
oigs gaR oA 8, afeT & g aww
9 T FIT A FIAT Frgar g, 9
HIFTT & ST § gWA § g dAnar
fa srmam aire atone § qwa € ar aar
¥ was< arg faarg a1 & 1 wgmd
gadr ag w€ § f& sar @ —gzar
AT A8T q@TAT 9T WET & | FALT a4,
st whdT # ¥@Er & A1 E, ganfea
&A1 § W FLX Aq19 g, Sl AGZL AT
F o g, ¥l g wgard w7 g
¥ yg ¥ owAy wa 91 W &1
g A zw femr & s o aF
FTAATEY &7 3, I ATHIE! & F1 T
HHAT § | AT TIHTL AT FHG AT EY TG0
st gwar & foe® smew & @@ ° w3y
oY ¥ ot e¥ede frar a1 HX et o1
trede fear B, ST W qWA R ar oy
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auar § fF ==& frafs 2ok adr
it A A & 1 e § faoae
FFAT KT FREAT o oT ¥
et A @ e gmit Ru ¥ w3 gy A
Afeat aga s Wi S g @
qIGT AR @1l 97 Hgm€ w1 #f
qgT qEY I FfeT 05T g A
AT H o7d g0 o9 & & gl 9
feafy gt & fzerd 23 2 ot &
HIHE TH GHA ALY AT Wigar wfEa
qg o A ST F agrar ¢ fE os@ar
AT F 797 F1 geq feafy 1 @
WY, & IF Wy &y 20 wfoaw TE-
T 97, 98 99 95, T 7 Sfawy 9%
WA | A e AT g g F
AT FW AT T FY fgAr 1 F@r 20
gfama sz gt 7 sfaws ? &fEa
srAar fosim & e & |50 & Wil
F 99 3G, 1 gad & s frard
it 1 sraar fshw & wgh et g Y
ZHTAT § SN FT GoF 2 Fo 35 G 41
AT T AL H 3 T F S71ET 4§
agt fawdy o, Il =T sH Fr WA
6 WYL T 6 To wig foaT 2 1 T
% ¥ 39 g% w@fw #Higz 27 %o
ardy s <1 91, A€ HiHE 9T 65 %o
ard e g @ AW gew 97 @i
150 ®o =% FT geq Il £ | FAT
& ¥ AT AT 711 & WIET A1 G
a1 SAaT FLETT F SATT 7 agh o
ard g @1 wo ufa fat faser dt—
qrer aga swa< fatwer feeat w1 qval
F wral ¥ €1 awal §— g o HT g
%o & FFHT 10 ®o wfw fay frw <t
&\ ot St o SrAar A ¥ awd
# Pt o owEa? g F F1O0T 5
g0 fapat fasfy oY, adt cqver arer St
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Shaation (D "
§ %o et fag WY 21 18 wFR &
o1 39 & fradt St mA swaEr F
ITAT FTAS B, IAF Hea Wi
AAAT B @ F AT qIEHRX IT 9L
frdaor adi 7 a1 @ & | g W
ot g7 qg faw @r &, T@F 2
%o fal, araew ¢ w0 fee faw @
# 1 Fonfam srEw, 3% M W
ggx @ Fwr famw #®
Fqz ¥, F QA H QrEr Ha<
&7 a2 ¥ F7fF 97 Y "@oq TEY 2
afwa @Al & ax 20 w0 wfa famt
ste femrgs Araa &7 77 23 §o FfA
fet oo 8 1 T ertg,@r g 48 W
st & siraqeanr 3 H1T WEEF
g0 &, IT & qod WIF A4 A AR
I AT F 1 WA S A e2zde fraw
2 92 @5 § agT A=Y ANAr § AW
frorg 4% a7 feig +t gwry o 2
1T 39F gmT A A 7 oz
frar a3 & & 11977, 1978 R
1979 ¥ ST 217 FIAL TIUFTST 9T T
T & wgarz ¥ food & § wfew
77T wE SAErd § o9 fae 9% g
@ FT AN AT Tad Y@ F AN
g A1 q9r gEA adT SEar wve
Q?fb‘-rr{a‘fiﬁgzmmw%aﬁﬁ,d}:
I o wits &, T 32 mifaq g I

FEWEAT 99T AN FET I3 FI FPWE

s da giss 2 39 & afew ¥
I 9T T FT AT AL FE ) F T
fear & o saagifer gfeemior &@x
a1a TG FA

T BT Ao § D@ §; @w
qETeT & | W F fag g i &
gL A § A AT sAF-WH T AN
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TIAT TAAAZ AT @ E | WIHL Y
AL HAT G § AV s H-nTE e
M AR F 4AT TF JFT UA-
Hifa w7 @ 3 9 feafy G Wiy
g € 2 % Fwwre g9 o fagaw =@
FT AFAI | 99 g% Heal § fuge
AN ERTN, A4 qF STAAT F7 FoqTOr AGY
B gEaT | AN ST A FRT R F owow
1983 ¥ WA § 4% qea & quEwis {
1.4 9fA7a #Y gfg g€ 2, faasaw &
qFq GAHTF & TLH ¥1§ qfcadw 72
gat M wF7AT A ag §@ A faz
&< 0.3 afaaT g war | g fage
3q % w1 7% | w9 waar & 5 farar
JA1 a1 T@r 2, wfww arwre § feafy
ERAZ ) A 97 F1OM & 93 4T
2 | f¥EHZ qUAT I WA 21 g d
STqEq| § AZT FHT & | SYATAT FT 31F
FL &1 qET 2 gwar qu qfel e
¥ qrEd Y qiEAEAT £ | WA
AT FTT AT A(AGIAFAT £ |
ANAT 2 ALFIT F HETIT F AIEET
famr s 2 Fy v fr e §y
qrfers & srada @ F9 & @
(zame)

T gFAT | o Are & qrEw
ot g fae 281 & 99 g TW 9T
e ¥ faw wré v amE § a1 oag
sqaeqT YOy AEY £ Sr faeer S¥
¥ Syeew 2 faed) § wvaa
i w1 72 giae gowew wgi 2 ) faeet
¥ STE} FIT & T FE ALY § | SAaAr
o § & T uTE F1€ 6F R g
IR TEE AL Y | HF AT FIE
&1 QR To, de To #r fedr v g
AT FT TETATT § | FHfE Swr
s ¥ f6 za% st gt F1¢ gl
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(=t O @ s Al

a8 frer @t ) T wwrr &y feafa
&) oo 9z fa=miz 79 &7 wegsarn
¥\ TAAE F AT AT T FT AM
HEATT T AEY FT SFA | TEL T
AR FT | FIFIT FF AT AHA
AT, F7 TAT FF & 5O FACE
W&m%mﬁﬁqfffo Fo TUTe
¥ ar weg fedft it & &9 g1, 9l
mar damiw §1239 & wfs e
gurardy awad st e aifa-
iz ¥ FFISAT & FIN FAAQT E1 Hiwi
# oo Wi &1 &7 fFar g at
EHY TEART AT JTAT ALT A FTATAT |
Ug YA 9T dgq qST FAF 2 |
fegzwesioe & o7 5 9 uwfe feer
W FgiT § a1 I9F fav qu FwEe
fagrsrar & | =g F7FT @A ¥
gy Feifeaw, §iNY, qF st aww
JIETY § 37 S F 07 ;P AT
g frrafeomz Famar & 1 &w
AN AT AT FIF @ T §, FH TEr
gramr | Tw fau drz7 gmedl @y
fazara & &= =nfge ) @ 3w & wa-
sfafafaal &1 #1 frare & =9y emw
# T@Ar gy | 35T AT Aq FEd
g fF mga &fvw | aggw Far ?
& A9 w9q 717 fedfrow &< foar
ar feT ga ot s & fifac ) zm
g ¥ geq fagaowr &1 w1H AE @
AT |

T G & wad & gg g v
|TZAT § | FUX AW qET qOF F qrew
g T wgq & a1 oTEd o
"z waeql #1 U fr aw 5 feg
% § gow frgaw gy away & 1 ww
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T &Y gEnfy gen @t sgavT @
wwar & faar @% sg@m A @

aFar YT faar @A & ;€ w9
T g wwAT | UF gEE W AT
aTed & 5 T ot mga A g, fasitfag
T FtT oo § T Wi gATE
1T 157 97 frEAw &% ar
HFeqFAT & | W1 AV PR 98T 3@
¢ afesgi, ==Y & @@ &Y A5, W,
FEH, @A, a7, €7 HG AWl &
fasffeoc agasmam & & =23 &
AMET UF Fo 7T A § §o H FAWIT
Ffar @1 &

za 9z ¥ fase wlemai &, saat
feama & fasYao 912 giza e @il
&1 372 .5 Fzamw 741 fawat )
¥ fro #fq g gt &1 fagaw
FAT FEC 121 98T F oWEw
AT I T FFAHTAT NFLY 7 A
T R\ uEm uiT & gAY i i ow fak
a'i'i'ﬁ fam & TET ST aFFT | 2 gf%m‘
arer WY A AT aFEn § sl 9w
&g s /A § | wg fAgEer
qod F1T 7 faar & swgwr =d
qured Fvar wfgw | zag a ®
Yegmer grew arfad” & Qv § @gar
SEATE | T w1 oWt grgwfaw
g qurEt ¥ 4 A7 To @y &
AT AT | ¢ To faadt 2 | oo st
7ET 1 AT W AT g swE ey
AT W2 Y T & | WA AT AwA
& 53 #fsw | FEEEr o
TNT AT FIF G FT Fl2r fpaw
fear 8, wow! qara #ifeg )

g g fadt #%T am famr sty
T1amT AW FT N gww w@
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¥ fag gt 2, oz o= T & qE@EY
T FF AN FT @OAT AT ST
us & 53 9T & | Ffw geq frgioor
# el o 3fera gea a8t e, e
7 gasr w7 aiFd 7Y agdl | FOR F
FeqrEAl &1 §Era Fwfq qd #
MR F g g4 &7 gy qrfw
Ffr seareat w1 3% Ifag qw faa

Y aIS7 g9 /1T I H A0 g0
g 9g 7 ¢ agmaw fqwa &1 a@
B, ol §9 H7 TE AT 1 TZ AR
F1 @ AT | FOay "Iz &dgT
Hagdd *1 St Fi a1 97 =S 8§, ag
qiwrr =gy wget faadr & ag
agFifear & avaan § faad arfgo
Fiq ITFT FY 2 42T, @WIE, 419, AT
#ifz F7 gaa F7 7@ [ifge , T &Y
WEIAFGT GATL I § 9T E
ZTT AT HAQ-IA ZT F afug F
afas dYA1 &1 TIW AT F, TA WY
AFAT FEC  ME0 & FF A&
w7 wfeq g it & STH @ &
fau faa g & siqar G317 9 A
& aqH FATT F FINT TTH, 6T WA,
Ag?, dgud &) egEEdr ¥ o4r, IEY
SHTT o Y g1 F0fge | griv dw #
oy 5% g & wwi @ fEEsie &
QAT FTET & 1 AEY STET 9 oA gy
FXAT AU | ATTH gl 9T THo ATTo
$o gro &R #Hife 7o Fo dro
W § WAF AT E W §, qAE

| E6%

QFAT ATfEn @t adw A9 o#Y v

afsq a4t | &7 wedl .99 & A
1T FUTT F@TE |

PROF. N.G.'RANGA : Sir, I wish to
approach this problem from the point of
view of producers and production leaving

"ling to do justice to the

Minisier on Price
Situation (Dis.)

aside all the other aspects to be dealt
with by various-other Members on that
side as well as this side. :

I am glad you have laid stress on our
20-Point Programme when you were
speaking,

It is because of the 20-Point Progamme
that our friends in Calcutta are able to
say that the prices there are the lowest.

They might say that it is because of
their Government being in power there
that they are able to implement it and
so they have been able to get the prices
down and prevent profiteering and so
on.

That kind of administration can be had
everywhere else also and our people have
been trying their best with some success
10 have as good an administration, and
that is the reason why we are trying to
implement this particular programme.
My hon. friend who has preceded me
just now has asked the Government to
do a number of good things. 1 am in
entire agreement with him. He wants
us (o take the Opposition also along with
us not in settling, but in dealing “with
this wvery difficult problem. But I am
here just now to give a waining to myself,
to my fellow Members on both sides of
the House, that prices are not likely to
be kept down and they cannot be kept
down. They are bound to go on rising
year after year and for some years uatil
the House as well as the counury are wil-
agricultral
producers in this country, Till now
consumers of not only food products but
of almost all the agricultural products
have been having the best possiblz time
by exploiting the kisans and the khet-
mazdoors by keeping down their standard
of living and by keeping down also the
prices that are being paid for their ser-
vices by way of agricultural produce or
agricultural labour. This Government—
and that is one of the most important
reasons why [ have chosen to support
Indiraji and her Government—has ac:ept-
ed the general ‘principle that has been
adumbrated by my friend who is likely
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to speak later on and who happens to be
in the Oprosition, Mr. Nathu Ran
Mirdha, that the peasants must be paid
a remunerative price, an incentive price
and the price should cover not only all
the costs of production, all the legitimate
costs of production but also leave a

margin in order to provide for
them aan incentive for more and meore,
higher and higher and better and

better production. And this Govern-
ment has been trying 1o follow
that policy. It is according to that the
prices are being paid to our agriculturists,
whether they produce food products or
sugar came or onions or potatoes, oil
secds etc. and these prices have bezn
allowed to rise higher and higher and
have been helped also to rise higher and
higher through the opzrations of the Fool
Corporation of India and also through
the recommendations of the Agricultural
Prices Commission and the recommeznda-
tions of the state Governments and ths
decisions of the Government of India in
fixing the prices uliimaiely. Do our
friends in the Opposition take objection
to that 7 1 am surs they do not. Th:y
want themselves, those of them who have
been championing the industrial workers,
higher wage. Have they not ? Even
this ' morning were they not finding fault
with the Government for trving, for
having the courage to punish—according
to their wording-punish thesz workers
who have gone on an unauthoris:d str ke,
by refusing to pay wage for just one
day ? Théy have been championing the
workers. I agree with them that we
should champion the workers also.
Therefore, they have got to be paid more.
All my friends on both sides who have
been standing for the agriculturists and
who have béen asking for higher and
higher wages for agricultural workers
have been asking for a higher remunerae
tive price and not a profitable price
for the agriculturists. What would be the
consequence ?

What we have not been able to pay
all these years and in the direction and
_in the manner in which we have been
pampering the consumers, rich con-
sumer, the Middle class consumers
and  the salaried consumers, and the
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Government ccnsumers by paying less
and less to all these agriculinral pro-
ducers till now. From now en and for
some time in future, we have got to pay
more and more What would be the
consequence ?  Would you be able to
bring down the prices? you cannot.
Earlier, the prices were artificial ; earlier
the prices of exploitation which you had
been imposing upon the largest masses of
our country by paying less and less for
their services; Therefore, | am not pre-
pared to hold out any hope for consumers
that prices are going to be kept down
with or without international support ; the
prices arc bound to go up. But, in a
rclative way, the very rich people, the
upper middle class p:ople, middle class
people and the salaried people, will have
to come to pay more and more in order
to ensure larger agricultural produce and
various other products. And Govern-
ment must face this necessity and this
challenge. Which Government can es-
cape this hereafier from now ? They
want to replace our Governmant by their
own Government. Would it bz possible
for them to come into power at a!l by
continuing to exploiting the large number
of producers which form not less than
50 per cent of our population of our
country ? This is a democracy. It may
be possible in a dictatorship either in
the Communist or Fascist or Nazi-tyranny
—not in the kind of democracy that we
have—a better democracy. We must have
a better democracy. Therefore, I would
like my hon. friends to make up their
minds to cooperate with our Goverament
in helping to spread the fair price shops
in many more areas and also to increase
them if necessary. These commodities
might be sold at fair prices and at subsi-
dised prices in those fair price shops under
the public distribution system. Let them
cooperate with us on this. If they are
willing to cooperate with us, well and
good. If they are not willing to coope- .
rate, then they must be prepared to face
the public, the poorer people. They claim

" to speak for the poorer people, It is for

the sake of the poorer people that the
public distribution system is introduced in
our ccuntry. They say—our Communist
friends say—or they claim that the Soviet
Russia and other communist countries -
havé got the public distribution system
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where the prices have been kept at a
stable level and they have never been
allowed 1o rise. That is our policy also.
We want to implement it only for the
sake of these people who are in vulner-
able condition of economic position. In
regard to all others, they must be made
to pay. Ido not know why my hon.
friends do not want a double price sys-
tems? Sir, there are three types of price
system in our country. In our country,
the essential commodities are being subsi-
dised. The double price in sugar is 1o
protect the consumers from the sugar
mill owners. If they are ailowed to charge
higher prices from all these people, who
can efford to eat the sandesh rasagulla and
various other things, a number of times ?
Let them pay higher prices. There must
be two price systems. There is no escape
from it. Otherwise you will only bring
in black market, the corruption and
such other evils which are there.
They were there even when they were
in power. They are likely to continue
also for a long time, Therefore, I went
the price system to be based upon the
minimum wage for the agricultural wor-
kers and also for all the industrial and
other workers also. Is it their claim
that we are paying minimum living wage
anywhere for the agricultural workers ?
If you begin to pay this, then necessarily,
the agricultural prices will also have to
go up by 20%, 25% or30). An
America, they made this experiment
when Roosevelt was there in power. He
raised it by 25% in order to save that
country from the revages of the terrific
worldwide economic depression. Because
of that, their agricultural prices have
gone up. Because of them, all these
thirty years, America has been feeding
the rest of the world. That is because
they have been able to produce more and
more. One of our friends, it seems, has
placed 2 kind of conundrum before the
House that prices have gone up even
when production has gone up. Produc-
tion has gone up because prices have
been raised. As the prices have been
ralsed bit by bit, the producers were be-
ing induced to produce more und more.
Our production could be doubled ina
few years if only remunerative prices are
paid to the agriculturists, Thus this
Government has been helping production,
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An hon. Member was saying that the
price of sugar was Rs. 2/- per kilo and
so on during Janata regime.. What hap-
pened then, | myself had to go to
Lucknow in order to join the protest by
kisans and was lathicharged along with

others, Cane was being burnt down on

a large scale. If only I had succeeded—
unfortunately I have not succeeded in
pursuading our kisans to organise them-

selves in the same manner as the indus-
trial workers are organised and stop
production once the prices are lower
then I am sure all the consumers would
have agreed to pay higher prices to the
farmers. Unfortunately, I have not suc-

ceeded and the peasants are producing
more and thus are paid less and less.

Sir, it is the policy of Indraji’s govern-
ment to see that the FCI comes into the
market the moment prices begin to fall
below the procurement price. Only three
days ago a calling Attention motion  was
discussed in regard to coarse gains like
bajra, maize, etc, In all the five or six
States the FCI came into the market and
the prices have began to rise. This is
how we are trying to protect the kisans—
not as satisfactorily as I would like it to
be but still a beginning in the right
direction has been made. It is also the
duty of the responsible Opposition to
stand by us to support the Government.
As we fought together during freedom
struggle we should fight together for eco-
nomic freedom and there should not be
any conflict. Supposing they do not want
to join us they should not try to bring
pressure—in season and out of season—to
follow the wrong policy of bringing
down prices.

Sir, my last word is by way of an
advice to the Government, We should
have the fair price shops in every village
irrespective of the size of the population.
We should have as many shops as there
are villages and in towns more and more
of them and also see that these shops
are provided with sufficient quantity
of the subsidised and essential commo-
dities so that the toilers of this country—
whether industrial or agricultural—need
not have to suffer from the corruption
and black-market by the middlemen and
businessmen.
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SHRI CHITTA BASU : Sir, torbegin
with 1 have to say ~with all humility that
the Finance Minister’s statement does
not reflect the alarming magnitude of
the price rise nor does it spell out in
specific terms the measures to meet the
siluation -ansing out of this price rise.

16! hrs.

[DR. RAJENDRA KUMARL BAJPAI

in the Chair].

Of course, 1 have 10 say that the appeal
for cooperation made by the Minister
himself is denuded of sincerity and
ser.ousness. But I very much value the
sense and seriousness with which our res-
pected leader, Prof. Ranga, has made and
appealed. Anyway 1 shall deal with that
later on.

Now, it is necessary for me to explain
-in clear tecms the contours of the problem
and its magnitude, 1 would spell. out
three points in this regard.

The overall increase in prices during the
last 45 months since this Government was
voted to power in, 1980, totals 48%C.
During the period of 45 months, the total
price increase has been 8% . Is it not
alarming? According to me it-is alarming.
Another important feature or .aspect of
the problem is—which the House should
know—that according to a leading eco-
nomist of our country, the most disturh-
ing element in the price behaviour is in
the first S-months ot 1983.84. The . price
of 49 of the 66 essential commodities have
registered sharp increase. Out of total
of 66 essential commodities, the price of
49 items has shown sharp increase.

«Now, I have analyse ‘the = figures and
after analysis 1 will come to this conclu-
sion:that the risz - as measured by  the
consumer price index is assuming a serious

pioportion as in 1974, the year of econo--

mic crisis which preceded the - Emergency
in our country. | I do not know ' whether
_they will itake resort ' to  Emergency to
meet the situation because of the conti-
nuous rise in price.  But the fact s ‘this.
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‘The situation is very grave, the “sitvation

is very alarming. ‘The fact is this that
the people are groaning under the “heavy
burden of the price rise.

Madam, the Finance Minister’s state-
ment, not of today but of 31st August
1983, and when he met (he financial wri-
ters of our country he had admitted  that,
according to him, in October it did mnot
show an anticipated decline. He said it.
I think he speaks truth. He had also
said about the expectation  of market
decline in November which is not noticea-
ble today. He admiued that inflation
rate in October was about 10%;. This is
from his own statement which he made
before the financial writers of our countiy
on 31st October 1983,

Madam, a general impression is ‘sought
to be created outside as well as in this
House also that with the increased tempo
of economic activity and larger food
crops, the price level is bound to come
down, This is the general impression of
the hon. Finance Minister .which  has
been expressed by him in his  statement.
The growth rate this year would range
between five and six percent. The Finance
Minister claimed it .on October = 31 ;.he
also claimed at that time that the food-
grains production or output would be 142
million tonnes this year 'as against 128
million tonnes in 1982-83,.an increase . of
10-11% over the last year. Therefore,
on that basis he expects that ' there will
decline of prices. That is the Govern-
ment point of view, But the experience
in the past doe§ not bear this out, . and
since it will take a longer time for me to
explain it, L would only - read from the
editorial of Daccan Herald ~dated 3rd
November :

“It+is true, our experience'in ‘ the - past
« has shown that the pressure -gene-
rated by ‘a ‘smaller -agricultural
crop spills over to ‘the following
year. For -instance, the ' rising
trend in' prices following ‘the poor
crop 'in 1979-80 continued sin
1980-81, despite that year witness-
~ing an appreciable ' increase *in
*food production -and - quickening
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~ of the tempo of our all economic
activity. Likewise this year, the
inflation rate reached the double
digit figure by the end of Septem-
ber, inspite of abundant rainfall,
and prospect of highest bumper
crop and substantial recovery of
economic activity.”

It is needless for me to make any further
comment on it, There lies the appre-
hension and there lies the alarming situa-
tion.

At this stage, it is necessary to know
the root causes of the price increase. In
brief, I would like to mention that the
root causes are, the increasing reliance on

the indirect taxes, increasing non-Plan
expenditure and increasing administered
prices.  According to some reliable

sources, the adrnistered prices have in-
creased by 26.2%/ since 1980 and this
factor has attributed to the general in-
crease of prices to the order of 34.6%.

Regarding increase in the non-Plan
expenditure, 1 have got only one point to
make the Government have also taken
resort to the increase of dearness allow-
ance and payment of bonus ; [ appreciate
that 1 welcome that. A small write-up
in the Hindustan Times of 1ith Novem-
ber states that the Government will have
to spend about Rs. 2500 crores to pay the
various instalments of dearness allowance,
and if the principle of bonus is accepted
by the Government, then all “the State
Governmenis would go bankrupt. I do
not know what is the factual position.

But the hon. Finance Minister always
raises his accusing finger against the
Government of West Bengal saying that

the non-Plan expenditure, or the non-
productive expenditure there has increased
and that is the root cause for the ruina-
tion of West Bengal economy., He accu-
ses them, while he is himself doing that.
Is he not increasing non-Plan expendi-
ture ? He is doing that. If he is cor-
rect from his side, why should not the
the West Bengal State Government em-
ployees and other small salaried "workers
get it with others are getting? What is
wrong if they demand higher dearness
allowance on the basis of the Central
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Government because of the price rise.
You canoot prevent the price increase,
and therefore, the quantum of non-Plan
expenditure which, according to him,
is a non-productive expenditure, is bound
to go up unless the very basic phenomenon
of price rise is effectively and properly
checked.

Sir, there is another important factor in
respect of the price rice—monctary and
fiscal management. In the last twelve
months till September of the eurrent year,
the money supply inereased by 179 as
against 119¢ in the corresponding period
of the previous year. Unless you change
this policy of fiscal and monetary manage-
ment, it is not possible to curb the price
rise. It will provide incentive to the
price rise.

Madam, Auxiliary duties were pushed
up in December 1982 ; Post and Tclegraph
rates in Jinuary prices ; of petroleum

products in February, besides the railway
freights. All these aggregated to Rs.
1,900 crores. And the Budget raised

another Rs. 700 crores. So, the total
came to Rs. 2,600 crores. . All these aie
pushing the cost up. Therefore, this
basic policy of the Government, as I
have mentioned, contributes to the further
increase or further pushing up of the
polices. The Government should think
over it and reverse its policy. The enitre
fiscal and monetary policy should be
changed if they are serious to curb the
price rise.

Madam, I don’t have much time at
my disposal to explain other things.
Therefore, 1 would only say that in the
present context the only answer is to give
proper relief to the people is strengthen-
ing of the public distribution system. I
am not entering into any polemics, but
as the situation stands today, as the
Governmen of India’s policy is today as
the reality of life is today, the only answer
is the expansion of the public distribution
system. Since the  foodgrains prices are
increasing, the public distribution system
is an important instrument to provide
relief to the people.

Now, according to the Statement made
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by Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad, the Minister
of State in ‘the Mm'stry of Food ard
Civil Supplies, in the meeting of the Con-
sultative  Committec attached to his
Ministry, as against the State’s total
demands of about 250 lakh tonnes in
1982, the Centre could supply only 129
lakh tonnes. It is enough to show that
the Government could not meet the total
demand of the States. He further conti-
nues to say that the Government could
procure only 12.5% of the domestic pro-
duction of the foodgrains in our country.
He further goes on to say that the stock
position as on July, including the stock
of the imported to grains, was slightly
higher than the previous year, Now, the
House should know that the marketable
surplus of the foodgrains is 30%, of the
total production in the case of paddy
and about 509 in the case of wheat.
Now. my question is if the Government
is seriously interested to provide food-
grains through the public distribution
syslem, it is necessary that the Govern-
m:nt should have physical coatrol over a
larger amount of foodgrains. Now the
Government remains saitisfied only with
the procurement of 12.5),. According to
the impression given by Mr. Azad
12.57%, is sacrosanct. While all the
economists, including the Finsance
Minister would agree that 30% of the
piddy grown in our country comes in the
market as marketable surplus, why 12.5%,
wh? not the entire marketable surplus, by
providing remunerative price to them ?

Why not the entire marketable surplus of
509 wheat ? Then, the Government
would be in a better position in a con-
trolling and determining position to curb
price rise, influence the price in the open
market by releasing more and more fqod-
grains into the ‘market.  But the Govern-
ment does not do that* He has called
for suggestions ; and he wanis ‘coopera-

tion. Prof. Ranga, you say “that the

Government is for the peasants’ and for
the growers. 'What then stands .in_the
wiy 6f Governmient having a} pro-
curément 7 Why i§ it that' ol abqut
309, of the total production of ﬂ%od

in our ‘country is’ mnpped up by g

public pmcdremt asuicm at l r.

price ?

 NOVEMBER. 2, 1983

M o Py
Situation (Dis .)

Now the question of fair pr comes

n.  The Qt:rnon of subzudy all? comes
in'. You have to give subsidy to the
consumers. 1f you are to give a remu-
nerative and fair price to the growers you
have equally to give foodgrains at a chea-
per rate to the consumers, which can be
done only by giving ‘subsidy. The Finance
Minister may say : *“We have given the
subsidy. If subsidies grow, that will up-
set the total budget.” Here lies the ques-
tion of- outlook. If you can provide
Rs. 1700 crores for the Asiad Games
and spend so much for the Common-
wealth conference, if you can indulge in
so much wastage of public money, why
do you limit the amount of food subsidy
and give only Rs, 800 crores in the
current budget? You can increase it ;
you should increase it if you have got the

_interests of the growers and of the con-

sumers at heart.

Do away with public wastage ; increase
the subsidy for foold and increase rhs
subsidy for items under the public distri-
bution system. Lastly, I will give some
suggestions, If he is really sincere in
seeking cooperation, we will gave it, pro-
vided the policy frame is revised. It
cannot be cooperation on the basis of
loyality to him, or cooperating with him
for the sake of perpetuating his party’s
rule. which I call a misrule. Coopera-
tion can be given provided the Govern-
ment refmmesl its policy and works for :

(!} expansion of the public distribu~
tion system ;

[2} mopmng up of the entire marke-
u% surpius of foodgrains ;

(3). . a larger amount of - subsidies for
essential items ;

'

(4), - State, take-over of . the, wholesale,
trade in foodsmns 4

(5 ﬁ:g of -prices of -14 -essential

Yo ‘and’ making umnpmts
for their sale at 'fixed r:tu"i all -
ownheouuntry. ;
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(6) a larger allocation for the NREP
programme—which has  been
slashed

and (7) a vigorous implementation of
that programme, with popular
support.

These may constitute the platform of co-
operation action programme of cooperation
if the Government revises its policy on the
basis of this basic 7 point programme,
We will then consider ourselves duty-
bound to extend our cooperation to meet
the very alarming situation which is there,
and which is as serious as that of 1974,
the year of economic crisis in our coun-
iry.

ot qto ammam (F7M@) ; AAnfy
AERAT, wAAY faa g4 St 7 @
7 greq A ¥ gafeas St G
X da e 2, IaEr § e
®YF U, TR AT Al AEAE |
ST AT 1T IBA AT @ E AT IIAA
g, & 97 %1 JaFq fey a0z a8 @
qFar | AfET A9 AN FT I
# T ATEH-TEH T FTRl JaqT AT
# I7ar & Afva ¥ @ oF A yw
T §— AT Yok UF TUqd! I 2,
At 76 AN ¥ SATIT T TAR-
Faet w7raa 97 fedveez & s dar
fe arcare et grow § srg Sy gay &
QAT & W fF o o gT ave Wi
Wz 91Eq F) T WAL, IT I
sz frag &@ wod @ &t
TR 1 GL% ¥ a8y fewrew wret
2 fe s & savar wmew - foaw @Y
I | a8 Agr aw g - femmt o 9
1 FTT F, I A1 Agaw N fagw-

ea miza. fawdy snfgn wfew e
CRGIRSIER LR SR O F 18

& wlzamga 1 yEa F7A T

- qT YA § I7 I}
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gAR 3w - gfzargat &1 srew
EITWT 62 A4 Tq TAIFA-HIF  fe-
T § @ f gaTT ST ag-aar-
A7 A =7 TT-TER-arw-rgfroEa g,
¥T F1 waad g f& gw %1 §9@-
qEg A" I F qrE-we &1 g
&1 § | fagrar o0d ST 98 |
WA I H TGIE FET AN AT FAIR
A 9T FAF 9% 1, FILA-GFaS §
B ® 39 F 94T A1 7% 0 | Fergren
T T FT AT IT M AW qIaAT
&1 97 nFrreaT FaTfedior &1 yed
g ST & Y S gERr qreediae
g92T 8, W TEEEAT  FqAR
q7 fequz &y @, S§ Zqm-
arEe, 92, YA, qife g fF @
EES AT agdt Yl 9T F1 QAeAT
wfewer 81 w1 2 | 8 g § ogw
wg %1 gg @nr g & fegrat o o
fogaitfea siza fad, @g-a19 ot He5g.
At T ag
™ & forg gu ad LN € 1

W) g HY e gaTe wfaat
F @ 7 ofeaw feedtegua forey
F1 & 799 FIAT iV | TG TE AV
& SI¥T TEeqd FAT MY AT FT
T} § 1 20 THT WA F w7 AAT
ff grafg ¥ FATATIATTE  @reAT
o, fegrat g w19 ofF @ W@ ®
fwa ansft WY 79 F) YT SuTEn & fu
A PR | ;I FX A gviaw
AT fgeht ufrara @ agi sofe W So
FTTH AT FY FIAE K agg w4 - F
T F TH T €L gaswg AT
wnfea, afea et /i 92 5 Fega
T § IR F aA gl oA

b
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[t dto ArHeaTa ]
SqIFTEE &AT qEar g | & ST

i ¥ T gE g F S g
ATt T frae smfeds g, 5 feam
Srgge T @, T T T ¥
gt § | fagen & mwww §
THT 1 Arfge fF Ot FeIHT ATT-
o & W |raFT W AEaen T
2@ § ar amgeeA £ a1 F@ Ol
wrgEen §, 51 Awwd & Al -
wre & e §, 9 & faw A
a@ Wzl F QAT 2T G T
arfgr AT g 0T I AT FEAAT
ezg w1 aear arfgy, faEd @l 9%
oY 2379 qTAT £, 98 7 9% | QA &
fF @i 7 avmaifer i F @
qFat Fv g% o afaamETEry #
& FT 9% | 3R § Aoyl &r Al
FY e AEY qgT TN TH F WG
HagT T gITeg § AT H-HIR-
fead &, 99 9% WO FT A€ AW
@A Fifgn o frami & S srege
g g &1 Y o AT wizw @ fw
feamal &Y g5aw 7 SIET 93 #K
38§ Ja1 fadr &1 Feoqwe 97 W
HAT T 9T |
geafaw eeq w17 ofam a1 am
Wt HT & SR gEEd! g1 wEr 0f
alﬁﬁm%mﬁ@mqqq
FETF A H FegAr A@ATE | Ay
7 w@ard # qq1 g fF agi 97 g
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seaTE QYT AF AL L | st e
F ot feqt &, 3¢ & = & UEA
faar & faawa a1 @ &, 39 ® T
7t faer a1 & wix foaq A Fimg-
Wea @i &, 3 T wefr 98 g0 8
wgr a% agr & avent & Gq9 8, &
g1 Y UF 9ATH & oqrg § Wfaw
%z fafrees ara & 9% 7 e faa
£ fF sRadt 7 uFET jug2 a% WAl
FET FAT TRl 204.3 AL TA  HEAT
gHIT ¥22 F1 amr-.?; foar war ar, @@l
gt ffeaz 7 19 "1 057.8 WX @A
qif 53.5 17 Z7 SATAT HTAF acE
frarami 2 afra oz i ega 2 f
WY AeATE EIgEH £, Ggt & S Ay
T A E | T M WANGE £ 0 g
F AT NG G AFA NFT AT H
9T R WK SN0 AT W T gw #
fr fraar ft Sewew a1z7 & anar ;
ar ST BT o n’.'{z@ gar §— e ag
F9 wdl g f5 gw owmw PaE (3
T TA GEAT 48 WZIH FIA Wl @Y
e WAl & fansT awiaw g
femiam o orast 97wy oF7 @
awaT § afeT g S A gEae g,
Tg W WIAT § 1 % 3 Frar amr @
fagar o) el 2t & wmr g L F

WEA HF TN T F qgT
eafirer fear man & o g # w=i #
w2z wehAdy 1T qgt ¥ gferw w1 F1q
aaw &, foa #r org ¥ ag e &
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fr &gl wX &% sreaw 7 aga & @ax-
T Lo Afeq FL A

T ¥ s ¥ @A frae ag
+ft & fir froeft w1 9@ “TAwEE gU
¥, Y faaar #f g2 & § Twaw w9
g ot @tz gifewr FF F faq 3@
FITFT ATA AR H W AE FE
gwd FT faar war @iz wamfa
# foray +ff =ie 9, 7 fasge @t 3
fer 7 far ¥z & | o3 ag o feedt-
sq faeew §, v € 78 § afea
FHIT TET AE | R K qrer @
goT g, AR A & fag A A &
gaF QU W & fag s fafrex
T e &1 § | fagrer §F awwre &
feqiz w3ar g fF Mo dro ario &
o UF Tl gt qUfgw | &R
#T @ § AT B T gAY qAr wAT
T & | Taw oy @ arfgw 0w
amr & fF ennad,  sAwamw i,
greq & faws qer & aeq w29 IaI0
W AT | 9 F wET AG gh,
STEH AEH FA TG L TF |

T aTEY § a97 &7 7 aw
F@T ARATE | ot agi wwear a7
g, AT T § Ay
fafezzaRa Y Iqr@ F Ak § -
Wz feur & fr agt wim ¥ 15 qede
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SHRI T.NAGARATNAM(Sriperumbudur):

Hon'ble Chairman, I am very grateful
to you for giving me this opportunity
to participate in this debate on ~price
situation in India, brought by our hon.
Finance Minister.

In our country prices cast a heavy
burden on our people. In some foreign
countries, there is no tax on feod pro-
ducts.  But in our country, taxes are
imposed on foodstuffs. Most of our
people do not have the purchasing capa-
city in spite of their requirements for
daily neceds. For example, sugar price is
Rs. 3.85 per kg. at Fair Price Shops but
the poor people do not get the oppor-
tunity to purchase sugar from the Fair
Price Shops. Particularly in Tamil Nadu,
during the AIADMK regime, their volun-
teers in the villages have been allotted
the Fair Price Shops. They hoard, sugar
and other food-stuffs and sell them
to the shop owners who sell them in
black market. Therefore, the people are
forced to purchase from the market at
higher rate.

In no country is the system of dual
price prevalent for the same.commodity
like sugar but in our country, we have the
system of dual price for sugar. Therefore,
the black marketeers and unserupulous
politicians are exploiting the poor.

The Central Government has imposed
excise duty of Rs. 136 per quintal on
sugar i.e, Rs. 1.36 per kg. They say
that it is an international phenomenon
existing everywhere. For example, in
Israel, the inflation has been to the extent
of 200 per cent. Therefore, for increasing
the purchasing power, they are giving
¢ompensatory allowance. In our country,
due to inflation, prices of all commodities
are increasing because of the bad manage-
ment and wrong fiscal policies. Even
after 36 years of our Independence,
people are struggling for their day to
day domestic requirements.

In our country, we see three sections
of people. The first category is the higher
class of society who has been blessed
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with black money. They have enough
purchasing power whatever may be the
prices in the market. The second cate-
gory is the salaried class, The people of
this class are dependent on their salary
only. With their meagre income, they
are not able to meet their domestic re-
quirements.  Therefore, at the present
juncture, they are suffering seriously.
The third type of the people are those
who are seasonal workers, agriculturists,
unemployed and down trodden people.
They have no capacity to purchase sugar
and other essential commodities. They
are not getting even one square meal
for a day. Therefore, their life is under-
torture.

The third category of people, who
constitute 80 per cent of the population,
have been badly affected by this price
rise. A survey was conducted by the
Express News Service in UP, which dis-
closed that the people belonging to the
down-trodden cook ordinary meal only
once a week, This category of people
constituted more than 25 per cent in UP.

Qur Prime Minister has instructed all
the State Governments to follow the 20-
Point Programme. Under that scheme,
cheap cloth has to be supplied to the
people. Now it has totally stopped and
the scheme is in the dust-bin. Tter:fore,
1 would request the Finance Minister to
take up this matter and instruct the chief
Ministers of States and Union Territories
to take steps to arrest the price rise.

The Tamil Nadu Government have
introduce the Nutrition Food Scheme.
My par ty, DMK. my beloved leader Dr.
Kalaigner and myself are not standing in
the way of giving midday meal to the
poor boys and girls of the age of I to
12 years. But the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment has spent Rs. 150 crores per year,
The result is that the young boys and girls,
without knowing the world and their
future, early morning, instead of carrying
books and slates, the innocent young
children are carrying bowls and plates
for the noon meals to the school. There-
fore, 1 apprehend that the down-trodden
people have been misled by the Chief
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Minister of Tamil Nadu and they have
not been given any education. At the some
time, all the teachers have been threaten-
ed to concentrate on the noon meal
scheme even at the cost of education.

Because of this scheme, the price of all
the vegetables, edible oil, rice firewood
and foodstuffs in Tamil Nadu were
raised.

Under this scheme, the Tamil Nadu
Government nominated their own party
volunteers to hoard foodstuffs and dis-
tribute to the children. The foodstuffs are
kept in the house of the ADMK volun-
teers, who clandestinely sell them to the
shop-keepers, who in turn sell them in
in open market at a higher price. There-
fore, this scheme is a mockery and the
public have criticised, not only the State
Government but also the Central Govern-
ment. So, I would request the Central
Government to direct the Tamil Nadu
Government to send full details of the
scheme and the names of the distribu-
tors.

The Tamil Nadu people are depending
fully upon agricultural work. For the
past three years power cut is imposed
for six hours and current is not
supplied even for irrigation purposes.
During the elections to the Tamil Nadu
Assembly in 1980, the Chief Minister had
given a promise that even if the Central
Government do not give any help to the
State Government, if he comes to power,
all the loans of the agriculturists would
be written off. Now the Tamil Nadu
Government are attaching the immovable
and movable properties and even the
appliances and agricultural implements of
agriculturists.

Sir, according to reliable information,
the Tamil Nadu Government has not
paid the arrears of Rs. 76 crores to the
Lignite Corporation of India at Neiveli.
Therefore, the same Cropation has not
come forward to give power to the Tamil
Nadu. Therefore, the agriculturist could
not cultivate at least two acres properly.
So, in Tamil Nadu the prices of all the
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foodstuffs including the price of rice are
very high. For this reason the agricul-
turists have not only been affected, but
also the poor agricultural wage earners
are badly affected in Tamil Nadu. The
agriculturists could not pay the arrears
of loans. Also their families were put in
great hardship in these hard days, and
their lives have become miserable,

Madam, in Tamil Nadu the price of
rice is above Rs. 5 per kilo, but the
Government statistics disclose that in the
month of May 1983, it was Rs. 4.3 per
kilo. This is the average rate in India.

Madam, in Tamil Nadu the price of
Bengal gram is Rs. 8.50 per kilo, the
price of mustard is Rs. 10 per kilo, the
price of garlic is Rs. 10 per kilo, the
price of groundnut oil is Rs. 16 per kilo,
the price of coconut oil is Rs, 45 per
kilo and the price of tamarind is Rs. 12
per kilo. One bag of cement at the black
market rate is sold at Rs. 90 in Tamil
Nadu.

Madam, 1 draw the attention of the
House to the fact that the Tamil Nadu
Assembly passed a legislation to increase
the tax from 4, per cent to 10 per cent for
foodstuffs like milk powder, egg, fish,
meat, prawns, soap, ghee, biscuits etc.
There fore, the people of Tamil Nadu
have been badly affected by this legislation
in addition to being affected already by
the price rise.

Kindly see the price of gold in India.
The poor and ordinary people could not
purchase one sovereign which costs more
than Rs. 1400,

Lastly, before I conclude my speech, I
would like to draw your attention to
what Prime Minister spoke on 14.7.83
to the 18th Conference of Chairmen of
State Social Welfare Boards at New
Delhi. She said :

“Recently 1T was in Europe and the
countries which 1 visited were
very unhappy because they had
overproduction. They did not
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know what to do with the wheat,
they did not know what to do
with their eggs; they did not
know what to do with the milk
and the butter which they were
producing.

“Nobody was willing to buy all of it
because they inisted still on hav-
ing prices which even the richer
countries felt they could not
afford. So, it is a very peculiar,
unbalanced world where in one
part there is a shortage and in
some parts like Northern Africa,
there is still very great starvation,
anp elsewhere you have a situa=-
tion where they have to throw
away food and they have to
pay their agriculturists not to
produce.”

Therefore, I urge upon the Finance Minis-
ter through you, Madam, not to raise the
prices as the people could not tolerate
it. There is not only criticism against
the State Governments, but the people
are also expecting the Prime Minister to
do something since 1980, For the last four
years all the prices of foodstuff have
gone up. Therefore, I urge upon the
Finance Minister through  you,
Madam, to curb all this price rise in
India.

Minister on Price
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Finance Minister’s statement regarding
the price situation has an entirely diffe-
rent not when compared to the earlier
statement which he made on 18th August.
That statement had a note of optimism. I
find that optimism is not there because
he may be reacting to the realistic
situation.

I would like to draw attention to page
2 of his statement where he had indicated
behaviour of certain commodities :

““However, prices of gur and tea have
continued to increase. Similarly,
coffee and edible oil prices have
also increased by 4.9 per cent and
1.8 per cent respectively. Taken
as a whole, some commodity
groups, namely, food articles and
food products have shown an
increase of 1.8 per cent in the
last three months, These items
also figure prominenly in the
Consumer Price index, which -
during the period April to Sep-
tember has shown an increase of
10.4 per cent.”

This is the trend in which our price beha-
viour is going. But this price behaviour
is not at all a peculiar phenomenon of a
particular period. If you just go through
the behaviour of the price for the last tem
years except the year 1975, I would like
to point out that there is rise in con.
sumer price index. [ would like to

SHRI K.A. RAJAN (Trichur) : The illustrate it.

In 1976 there was increase of 8 points,
In 1977 o s - " 23 »
In 1978 " " " ” 10 "
In 1979 * " e " 42 "
In 1980 " » ”» ”» 37 -
In 1981 " " ” ” 49 ”
In 1932 » " » " 38 -
In 1983 (first 9 months) »” ’ » 54

”
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From 495 in January, it has come to 549
in September unbeaten for the last com-
parable years, This is the real reflection
of the behaviour of the price for the last
ten years. Unfortunately, this is the
most alarming price rise which we are
facing, Because of the price rise it has got
its own implications and impact on our
whole economy as well as on the develop-
mental activities. It has atso been cor-
rectly reported by the Planning Commis-
sion—this price rise is also effecting very
badly the planning process. Apart from
all these things millions of our people are
being effected and are reeling under the
rising price. It erodes the wages of the
organised and unorganised labour. Not
only a vast million of rural population
are reeling under the rise in prices, the
rise in prices will reveal much more
thaings also as stated by the hon, Finance
Minister the wholesale price index in-
creased in the current year @ 109, a
month and thc consumer price index
@ 10.2% in the first week of October.
The rate of increase of consumer price
increase has been much more than 14%
10.29, wholesale price increase on all
commodities does not correctly represent
the painful rise in essential commodities
of daily use between October this year
and last year. I will just illustrate the
iticrme—

Food articles — 159%
Fruits and vegetables - 351%
Sugar — 4%

Edible oil - 18.4%
Other food articles — 51.5%

taken together

The over all increase in price from 1980
onwards if you take comes to 48%,. The
price of sugar, khandsari and gur, as has
been stated by the Finance Minister kept
on rising despile massive sugar cane
crop. This is the real indication of the
behaviour of the price, But where are
we to go from here? Every year we
discuss and debate on this problem but
unfortunately country is facing, as 1
stated, this serious problem of rise in
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prices. The hon., Finance Minister, in
the first pari of the statement, has called
for suggestions from the Members while
taking part in the debate. Madam
Chairman, while the last statement was
made by the Minister on 18th August,
on 21Ist August, in Delhi, a vast repre-
sentative grthering of the trade union
orpanisations of this country representing
8 Central trade unions and 16 industrial
federations was held in Delhi. They had
gone through the hon. Finance Minister’s
last statement regarding the price situation
because the organised working class are
very much affected by the rise in prices,
erosion of wages in their day-to-day life.
But, as the organised working class move-
ment, they were not only confined to
their own class interest but thcy took the
whole interest of the nation and the other
rural people, In that gatheing, certain
concrete suggestions were put forward.
A declaration was adopted by the con-
vention of the national compaign coms=
mittee and a particular resolution was also
passed on the price situation. I am just
putting forward those suggestions. 1 put
it before the hon. Finance Minister just to
ponder over the thing and I would like to
hear what is his reaction to the proposal.
The first proposal is to streamline, expand
and extend the public distribution system.
The second proposal is to bring more
items under the umbrella of the public
distribution system. Third suggestion is
to identify the ghost cards in those areas
where the ration cerds are prevalent.
Fourth suggestion is just to see that the
people get the necessary essential com-
modities at the respective shops and for
this, vigilance committees consisting of
people’s representatives should be con-
stituted. Fifth suggestion is in order to
supply those essential commodities to
the peopie through the public distribution
system the Government should procure
and see that the commodities in adequate
quantity are available. -

Unfortunately, we see that in most of
the shops though the commodities are
mentioned in the board, they are not
available because of various reasons. [
do not want to repeat ail those things.
Therefore, the essential commodities



513 St, made by Finance AGRAHAYANA 1, 1905 (SAKA) St. made by Finance 514

Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

should be procured on wholesale basis
and it should be seen that they are being
distributed through the public distribution
channel, ‘This could very well have cer-
tain control over the existing price rise,
Two years back in Kerala, it was experi-
mented and all the stores had been opened
in most of the areas. They were able to
control and repulate the price and thereby
stock the blackmarketing, hoarding and
all those things. That is, they should
take over the wholesale trade in food-
grains,

The other proposal put forward by the
convention is that those industries which
are manufacturing essential commodities
especially textiles, drugs, edible oil and
other consumer goods should be taken
over or nationalised bv the government.
Madam Chairman, the issue of nationali-
sation of textiles was discussed day before
vesterday in the convention of INTUC
and they have passed a resolution recom-
mending to the Government that textiles
be nationalised. This was the suggestion
which was put forward in the August
convention of the trade unions and fede-
rations which was held in Delhi. T would
like to know the reaction of the hen.
Finance Minister on those declarations
and suggestions put forward by the most
representative gathering in Delhi.

I would like to represent Kerala also
which is my State. Kerala has had a
very organised distribution system. Un-
fortunately, we are facing a crisis because
for the last so many years, as a rice-eat-
ing State, we are short of rice by 50%.

Usually, the Central Government used
to supply 1.35 lakh tonnes of rice for the
rationing system. The * present Kerala
Government under Mr. Karunakaran has
taken up the matter with the Central
Government. He has called a meeting of
MPs. Unfortunately, for the last five or
six or seven months, adequate quantity of
rice is not being' supplied. The whole
rationing system is suffering thereby and
the people are in great difficultics. I
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would like the impress vpon the Central
Government, in order that the rationing
system is strengthened, to see that
adequate quantity of rice is supplied to
the State of Kerala so that they can con-
tinue with this rationing system.

T do not want to take much time of
the House because almost all the
points have been made. T just want to
impress upon the hon, Finance Minister
that unless he takes strong measures
within the framework of the institution of
public distribution system to see that the
rise in prices is halted, there will be so
many reprecussions on the industrial <ide
as well as on the economic side. The
organised workers are suffering very
much. In spite of whatever D.A. they
are getting, that is not being fully neut-
ralised, The full neutralisation of the
rise in prices is not being done. The
discussion is going on as io how far it
should be neutralised. The impact of
rise in prices is creating all sorts of pro-
blems on various fronts, whether it is
organised or unorganised sector, rural or
urban sector, The Government should
take strong measures to control the price
rise and see that all the people who are
suffering from the impact of rise in prices
are protected. |

ft freardt st e (rarETRT) -
ITTETE WEITT, WIEH UTH & Fraeq
¥ faer oo 7 o 2w famr & oaMw
foq %X & T WITH AT F
FIT HI FY sAqEAT ¥ T F fow
firar 3 7z & frfema a0 & sefaa
& 1... (s ) ... T AT TZ AL
gifffam& & a9 at & wgm
T FY AT e AT §, d qAIA
v & @ arear § wifs Gfafesw
qiffsr & IO AHA FY AT gsE
are g AR zAfor K avr & Ay &
SATET F=Wr qIE A TFAT § |
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o GAFOTT TATHY ¢ AT qIFH
ES g qifeg

siy frcandt @i sqrm ;. & 9% &7
731 Q1 f&F q1TF VTS B FZG FE N
s1geqr faa &4t oft & aga afgar
2 9T fo qOF & P 9 913w FT
I w29 fFar § Ag wwadg §
afea & wogRT STEH FT qTE 99
T SqH HIFE FTAT AGAT § FA 06
ZW I FT AGYF  FATGMAL FGAT
TET T A @AT & | AT FF AET §
ATEF A1 TIFTL T W@aAT & AT AT
gg wWAnfara & oiefaal F1
wgar g gafan & A #gRT §
Fgm fF ag v wrea 1 e adF
¥ wIrT FA ! AN ST 25 THS FT
% g g GIEH AT FF9GHT WG
# & 37 fazry #71 aga I A@FEFAT
2 | ag @+t fqe a%ar g 99 @ Wre-
FTT F FII0 HIX TTFA qq AT
qFJ1 £ 97 fHa@ F A9 FA1QT AR
FT AT feam #1 AF@FATH A

qfT &3 |

g @i ga ! feam fraan
SIEFAT FLAT AEAT 91, 142 1@ ZH
ZATYT DTTRAT  ENTT g EWIU W4
ar &fFT @ &+t sarar SERE gl
THAT A7 FALWT F FgT 4 A wfe-
arzw? o wr e & 99 & W
fraraz &t 7% § AR TIAT AT AE @
ag 71 gf @t | T ag A g
ar fafesa a8% & garu N 142
| 29 § Sarar grar | gEfag wfe-
Argw § o FEArr S fammaz
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21 78T & 39 F AFA T qJgT AAA-
Al & | THT NrTFRT a7 |

gavl fades Jvr afiemegn & 9aw
§ & 1 arwr Gfezmrzga ¥ gt fawae
& fr fom & w1 gg @@t | & AW
#gd & for wge s &7 o @1 $g}
ft vy frerar & 6 forw & o sy
AEY H@T 2 | 39§ gadr sqrn fawrae
% 7 zrea afecmrgea 71 &) Afe-
wrzey faw & afwg & gw was &1
gifea H7AT A1gT & 9T T F1E A9
78T 9% @1 & | T UIEAH § F99
30 9THE Y19 a1 GE141T gag qfee-
mEEgw #1 qwg ¥ gE g\ 70 WE
FT OJFAM | W IR E I AT
garefaal & g fege & @ 2
ga#1 fafssa & § OF7 &7 999
FAT 3 | AT AT G ART a1 ARG
wgmE &% qIefY ALY & | T a0 AT
aga @@t ger & adr =nfgo afE
gal & fay ag Tawa &1 7% | O At
sqqrdt faeae & TWIAW & A9
T T W E I FT W
FEAE GAT wfeT |

GEI F qEH § AIHT NIFHZ
STER WYX He A1EW § U qreET
aga 39 fafe w3t & ) e ww gE
¥9 #1 F21 § vay § o gad wreds
F1 AT AT HErw H W wRA | Wfww
ATHT ST AFEHE AT § osaH
TEAT E | Tho o Ao wwl &
I FATS g § o W e
e & st qur da g i & )
T feama dar TeAT FFT T X
| ATET a1 I99 Hg fear o fw
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Minister on Price
Situarion (Dis.)

gt FTmd gua & afew I@
T Y IAT O TFT TG I A
at Fawr O Frwg fer Sl 0 ¥
TF1 & A7 famrey wv s aeor g
¥z1 & IaFT WY T wrar =i 1 wfy
Fiear & A |8 To T¥F WITA FTH!
Tl & wafs sw samqTd 0w A
qIHZT T FIAT ST AT 2 AHA
fex o Fgr 9T & fF 7 aga gArw
o | ag 1 ATGHT TAAT AT @AL
21 Tgr & THET A qTTH LA 9T FWL
9% T@T & | TEAY AT Y ATTRT  BAIA
1 =/rfgm

19 51 ZFT qA F7d §— ToA
299, AW £49, URIES TILT, FEEH
37t Temfa— sasr ad a¥ gafefy
AT FIATT & | 17 A1 & A9
qr 259 AT FT AT & | H19 FT S
99 A § A IO qW@ T g
FTA &1 Y sgFEar G 17w | W@
GET TTHTT T WA TF A G, FAL
T IAFRT & SGE, TEET HGL A
ST59 UEH 9T 9240 & | AT qEAY
warar 2y fgegeam § @mg sty
X a¥ sarar Eqw gawd ot a@ 97
e # | T & gry sqERAT FA2T @t
TRIE A SUFT T M yIgE I
qT W qEAT E |

fiaa a2 73 dofiefy & ¥ oY Fa-F1%-
| T § ITH 80-90 XAz qar
WITH WIEARaT seEgae &1 gar
2\ ¥ ¥ 9F w1 3EIE FF, a9
AT W T #T 3§ W f
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fom ¢eet amrwT omoET GaT gEW
FYAT AEY £ 1 89 wgha w1 A A

- wrar =rfg | @z qar @ F wA F 960

-

wraT & 1 gaa gt fF ggl I@ %@ H
£ fpaar sdawHr I a1 TEH IAT
WI9H HIEA (414e UFRTE 6 T A6 A |
TH 3w & oY qF 7T gefa g— ST
fa arft forh 31 @1 91— S WAI-
Qe gI3y £ aw i, ¥ fFm aw@ &
Z€Z @EFTZ 99 A9 FT @ 2 |
IAFT SYTRT § AT WA I3 @ &
AT FaF wfww § sqF wAr oz &2
@ &, faasr w gmit wzAifaas
EIAE L IT WL | TEE A
T qgq T ATTIHAT & | T AWT
ot faF-gre@y gatg @ g SAw!
fafews a0% & TF9 a7 gy @
UTETIFAT & | SUTEgH Hgrag, § W
& wreaw § "y faw g4 ST &
AT wrgar § fe ogwk uswE ®
ehfrr fifer e 8, foed
qiF-9Td FUT AT WG TET &
HrEAifeas SEIgTE & S gHr @
e ga am agaqd a1 @ 2
| AR H AY qwAg w0 S oA
forar & for @ fasr sowr ara dar
&1 ST YT 1w § Wiy 99 faw &
aF qar ot age qd 2 9T |

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : That Bill
is coming—regarding taking over of
textile mills,

ot freart o amw ;- @ A@
¥ FTwT 7 A7 geirefy T ar a §
T IHHT AW 0T ST 97 gTAT
& | AT Sqreqs wERT g ATR-
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[# frzamdy & oo |

AT qWY qE q9TEA | TF a1 A4

FTE 3T &77 HTAT T M FTLH o9

@t A8 20§, AT qor @ E

a9F wrE A ofemw  fefegemm

fagzw aga gvo1 §, A 3w # wEr

Far afses feedepma faeem awra

F1 wifow Fifaw | g7 a3 A sqavar

#ifwe, arfs gz a=g @ &1 s

F 9T g1 g% | wAArg faw @Ay o
gast sEEd gen f& offama
U(FZrg— HIZT FIST, @A T A
T AT THIT FT FEIT— SN &I
Ioere AZY AT E, ¥ qF HF ARE
§ 9ot oY & 1 afz feet wreawTe
F AT ¥9F F1 9% Afgy, @1 @
Wt Ia%! Igeew AE A &, SEET
A § @hEA qedr & 1 afk =g
AT STFI FIT F 22 %o H famann
1 ATET & TAWT 42 § 45 To TF IAT
9T ¥ | 97 A FUT Fo HIT TA©
to #lo TT @ FIF § AT JFAA
FBMT & | AT GHIT GF THIA FT qar
Fe-77 goafadl & FTc @A FW@ 2
YT IgHT GIRT AT T A0 fFwar
2 | fefizegam & fau sy Geas
HETT, AEFT AR AT A o179 &
FAzR awr @ § arfs arn &1
amE gfaer & gt & @F, afea
agh qX F AT 2 F1 GRT AT )
g FIAAT AN F AT aF G
GEW 9T & | gHIX UwedrA a4y
WAL g9a ¢ | feeft ot i § ww
gw1 & &ogT et ot @Fm gz
ST T AT | I grE W
AT FTE | 9 To HIIT F AW FY A
71 famar &, &% A9 & 17-18 %o

NOVEMBER 22, 1983
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fest @dmar gear & | w6 swe A,
AT AT ey Wy 97 fH5w ghw
¥ faw &, 8% @1ix ¥ 5 sy
TIAETS & wifge 0 g g
W H A FT AW FT FHE-YT
faerez qmm §9§ &

¥ ag Fza1 wgar § & ofiws
fefizaqam fawenqr a3 & gore
FUT TaT @1 Ffyy, saer afigsh
afog, arfs A 1 qmnT ggwew
21 aw, afeT g9 w1 smawar &y
AT G T@T 2, Wt fE Ay g
2T | T FY A a9F 77 frar 2
A AT 92 FWIX FHFIF @A &Y g
afea 7 77 #1 e @ wr g
faw w0 soqear &Y sarar @ sam
qega AT 91fgr 1 F G e
A #1 HgATd wer ¥} F A gmA
aALE HEUIE 9% ot 2, oy saw
SATAT FIAZT ALY EIAT 8 | A9wT 7E
aear T 91fge f& g #4-
arfedt ar wsigd #1 "@er wiE qw
TedT ST FULW, qifd wgm€ wor
T FY ATAAFAT & T 9F | THT
HEME WAT q@T AT g6 aF A
q WA A% A% | UF F9F F1 A1 (HIgaqw
sEEgE A & W ¥ g o
9T STAAT | T F T wqf7a £1 9y
RIAT § AT A9G &7 a1 ghar &
Wi A s g 5 o7 & faa #ié
eqrdt sqaeaT &1 17 99 ¥ @
FAFMENTT A T 9% IR W
HEME ®Y Ford FI qF |

TmFER N fEam ¢ &
qrer @&t ifad, T o G §, wiw-
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Minister on Price
Siruation (Di.)

ardfzad §, fow avg § uwaAEY &
SHTA ¥ A1 7 I F1 42 fRar an. ¥§
aua Y I gETL FY smEEdr W
W& ¥ 1 T A A1 9FT FL AT
Frfaq aifs ¥ s fag aw T #1_3%
94T FI § A T & |

wa uF a@ & gy swgfae el
¥ fa¥aa $IAT AFAT § | TR HITH
T &1 fa% F3F g7 Fasar & W
geae famr. .. -

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The Dea-
rness Allowance is granted only if the
price increases continuously for one year.
Only afier the inciease in prices that the

dearness allowance is given. It is not

that the dearness allowance is given and
then the price increases.

st freart @ s @ & SR
FEAT FIgAl g— T 920 T A& F@
& ®re Ta-faT a @ F1 F1@d @
# ) o fgrgrana & 99 § ST @14
1 QIHIA qg1 § & 1T &, UF AT Y
SIFAIR AEL F3, FICH I 98 FTR
GIEEgniagiga § 0. § 1
yzaam &1 qF 9 g % gru
AT AT THIT T 8, T Fogar
d19E g a1 FE2 FA09 A9 §, FWT
mw%trmwma‘rma? gs At
qar 78t g1ar

o (@A) Lo

% WWAI §TW 0 IR O
RCIR AR A O A

ot frean s s ;. W9 WY

Minister on Price
Situation (Dis,)

AT HT oY N favar § s@ ¥
qrew giar g e me & 1w g9 Ag)
¥\ 9T gAY & A @A @ oar gaR
FT SqFEAT HT AT =T FAAT Hrar,
T ATIET STFEGT 1 g |

&1 weal & arg & At fae g4
St #¥ Afa w1 a7 FAT A

it arqaw faaf (A9 @ SarsAE
qg1za, e a1 § it zw dgmé &
JR A w=i gl @ ok gw arx ot
fadra ge1 & M 7 FXFIF AT &Y
fm dgmrg agar o1 W@ § 5w 9T ==y
gt =rfgg | w4 S 7 g5 #7 g
#7d g4 UF €2zdz faar o g9 &22-
#z &1 &1, gafy ger g mui &
qzr | fasr g4 S 7 g s ¥ g
arg &1 e fear ¢ f5 feew |y
HFagmi & sraey ¥ I G q@
T At I A W a@r g wfew
I AT e v g fF ozE oA
T & 35T 142 fmfagqa a7 @
g qar & 51 @1 fafwfedr @
saier &g @ € fom g wr awmama
FW g0, T FT FIFGT T AL TE T
YT FRG FH g1 ATEAY | AL W F
ag wwaAT gaar faree agY &, 9 a=r
FEOAFEE AT § A JAT TH
AT AT 7 wgr 91 fF ogw F
Fiwe fawlt i fifae & ger @@ g, star
fog 1 g2 Q1 2 98 @7 q9 wigw
a1 few w1em & siwet @1 9. w1
gt gfee & aot aww #1 5 T 2
w9 fF areafaswar & 99 #1 gy 59
FET 8 | 9 W9W) ®2edz ¥ aga
AT SAFT FT § AT TeAT AT FAT AT 2
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Situation (Dis.)

'[#rarq_mfwi]

fs awam g &, 140 fafqam 27 &1
FeTaq grar | wfeT 97 At gaEraw
TATAT A1 @ F a7 Ara HIUCAA
#AZ1ET 7 Fgr 97 % TAgeqr N ag @
& | GURITT @A F — T Al
@ 2, afea faa zoare & dgmi @
I & 99 AL § GAaeqr dg 49
@ g ag a7 AF F, wE AT FEl
9T are fq9T $T F 0F AgA@qT FW
wfg s w1 alqr agr 91 fF
wﬁmﬁ’fﬁ%ﬁ% qT aF FA AN
oYT 1985 & W & F4T g1, fawaAT
sAqEar Az, 39 & 3fezx ¥ 1@ gU
feaAT =Yl # sEw grit & SF
WELT FT g FA F ol gw w1 9r-
& &T 47T WIATH J147 A2 | 197
142 fafaas za qres da1 &7 #1
garEar & fau et arfge st | oz
132 fafaas 7 g7 gor a1 wiw w7
w1 142 fafeas zqa qrgs ™, 77
Tl AT aTa g wfwT T S
forg ag & ag W@ &, sTaT W wWIT
2|, | qr qrEwE Sl a4 arfze, a7
AT 2.2 9T AIHW ¥ AF @I &, A1 I
Ffemm a1 1985 v eI
zv |58 fafaas =7 F7ar & 21 1985
o A & Arer 8 1 142 fafagm =+
¥ 158 fafqm za sax g ogw

AN, @ At Ay agd @ -

aFdr § S g7 S w5 5@ feEma
¥ ar fasr awar 21 ag greEr @
faug 7df 2 afe7 oy &% FroaT *
M A izt adigf ol s
% fad ang 7 faerr & S0 3B %%
STAT #YT Tg G FATT FT AT foear
afew & @ 7w fas @ § wwAr
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Frgar g fF w91 5= aww # g
s f& oo sy oo adF &
IR, | W A ¥ wAE
(ar€) ardft & ¥F =0 wEag o =Y
Ty Y, ot T gree & wvaT g,
TN FA W FT AU FT R § A
aa AN FY Fgd & & qrore g ar
S qgT FA & @I g A1 sqEm @i
ArarAT FY sTIEdT FIA 7T A W R |
Famr @ EF 70 9eAz & g0 THZ
Tt saeqm #§ & 21 wrar @ &R
arear & fad faw 20 wadr agar
#YC 3T 20 HrEEt ¥ oY fraar feszz
grar @ T fegar sNas glar 2, 9
AT FI A9 A1 gH 97 H=H q@ A
s # | ST ZAT &Y w30 Agq
sarar Gar ezt giar § o @war §
Ty § aga §HT @9 g@T g | W9 &
ofeqF ¥FT F FT@E 2, T A1Z
RIAFH AT FTIF G, IAH AW
#1 fraar gar & g afeq 37 & fag
ot eriew foew fEg 9@ 2, & udlg
T EA F FIOT AW A FT faAy
wTr § oYX ¥ AT TIA TWZE Al

T A R E 1 q@ T &F =

7 faezd gy ow aqEar & | W &
AR AT o g Fw AL wEA

STZAT | S JeqTRA FT TG & WX W)
AT T AT ATT A FET HIT ST
IR AT AT WX A A FT IHI-

& & o o gefegae SearEw B, 9w &

a1t ¥ aga & BT wvE ERg W@ 9y
& YT T FUAT FHAIL T 97 o7 @
& | faad sa-dern agd wifge, o &
SATRT FA-HEAT a7 G & oY 1w fag
qgaT€ it 7y @ § | o N w7 g
& R A s g § o wgmd
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Minister on Price
.S‘imar{oq (Dis.)

T § W wgmE agA F qRL W
gardy sageams §, ¥ 7 Fgfifes §
q% 97§ A7 @@y § AT T F9-
dfafes a0 § ¥ qadt § L W@
Ty 2 ¥ O YE & A9 S50
rad sz @A £, 94 anefagql &
fau gw @i=wa & fd oy sagEdn
HF AT TH ¥ owg Y ddew
sqaedr Y Fwdr @A ¢, o & oAk
§ off forndy W@ aE ST ¥ 0F
wor g0 dgi @far | AT e&iw &
geia ot grene 9 fad e S A
FEY, 39 & w0 & §nE Ag fEar
afem s ¥ faeg frgo #ar 2

At & sy & fadgw &@T Wga
gramm faw & 501 2 d oF aga
fagra et 1 & wgar § & #fw
e o foqiz g, ST #r i
q% | Td ¥ & Ffg oo & 7 afew
ATA AT 100 T g% @A AR SW
F1 fa®w| &3 ¥ T F F@EI0 G
Fwar wYT gl Al w1 faww F@
¥z % ¥ afaw qv @ &1 g% wF
aF & e s &1 fawra 7 3

Forg & fAsT &7 T@ar g
wifs a7 w7 & fF amwa 6%
mrf AT Fesw gt &) W A
FEfr Rz o el §
Rz @A B 7 E geA §
sfea & a7 § | 19 ¥ #g faar fis
124 ®o ¥ 1Y e 7E fired T fwr
AT TAm ¥ ¥ I frewe 100 %o, 90
Mo Toawar A g | & ¥ ag

1905 (SAKA) St. made by Finance 526
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

faselt ¥ areT @@ 9o1€ | B A
St 7 @ g% gATd AeF A AfEw snw
% oE #A oft guwl § guedl faegw
AEY @l oYX g WA gZE 9T g
TEY v far | wEiA wgr f8 wo
dro rée ag FTH AL FT TFAT |
TFo #HTo MEo g FIH AE FT, ar
F19 o | fafiaw gz g fes
FT & #1T I9 F FH gz aar , ar
39 1 FY7 @O ) guA 5 guw
A oY F g AT AR F T AF
qT FEAAT g9 7oA ST F gmAT
&q7 =ngat g fr s=Eia ww § g
g3 frar 2 | 3 #a1 fF 22 & a
T 481 & 91T 7 gueq 2, zafaq uwe
#ro o AT ¥ STUIAT | 4 Tho
Yo Ao & FIU FUZAT YE AT
YT ZMH [30-135 aF 4T |

& qrzT g a9 @@ g oA
fafeat #1 ot zraan g | 9% fao &
qrEdt AT a1 W@ fEew &1 oarw
feeet & 2 w0 faremt fovarr | wroveqry ¥
130 ®o i faazs &1 arsiar i 2 %o
Pt A famar g 1 e es & | @
wa fafew 97 73as F@r & ) wiw o
sgrez a7 fawifan | sad @ang f
fram sq s AFT TG & T IAHT
w7 famar & ot 97 ag 9 AR
# it g a1 SEHT AT 4T v g |
g wead T fRw wigdw §
feaar 't & | 57 99 il #7 Fmy
FrOEEEAl § | 9 Fgy § fF
ofers feefiqum faww &iF @
wrfeq | T AF wW ¥ faw
gt =rfed | ST F A ewaar
s | wfegal § @y ot et e
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Mi-ister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

[ =t gz fraf ]

gar feafy 2 | forad ot & mriTE-

S ¥ o7 g1y & A9 {99 F gATH
FI qiz 7 § | AOAT geeATE FIT WA
galvazmra s &3 § | @rdr A
Fafral #1 BrTF IAT ;T A H
feamar & ST AU gArwr &z 57 # )
qféq® J9zT H a97 Frar Il Ay
Fraa ot A1 qgra § o afaw
sieRd R @ | & fEadr
FraF At & 1 FaEi & s § oo
e Siwt & g fFAa 3@ & Al
frarat & segrew &Y wrzw feay
R #r 2 frgy g9 vt Y zaw
q I Afag | g7 TT &5 g9
FIT & AT ALY 21

Frgwa faar 2 s sa as wiw
gIT FAIATT FT TG0, JrefaT T
3qAEqT H1 31 AL HT qq aF qZ
FTH TG &1 gFAT 2| seIT AEE A
HT UF sqaeqT gl wifem | TEE

Frqfea wErARSTT & R
1% Ffg Ieqreal #1 @07 vO&7 5

a% 78t H3q, GrgAz syrarfeai ¥ -
A § 919 aF TR AN ATOT aq
a% fear &t &5 agr 7w g fasar
Atz afsmw fefegegaa famw & fag

A B HEET I FT T faar
YT wEAT A g1 a%ar | zafac

soefza g@EEdS #1 q&fET
SqqTqr F1 A% FIT F a0 qOF AqqAT
T1fg | Ta% wwg § ST F1 TR
Y fwar s FFar | T AT A7
wE WYX #YE WA wqrEAT HIOE EY
AT T AT AT @YEHT q4T 3T |
gswm'&ﬁ%mm'w% Lal
ST FTA F STEH Barwr 41 &) g%aT )

NOVEMBER 22, 1983,
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Mi.ister on Price
Situatiou (Dis.)

HTAT FAY TR, FTH AR BN | THE
forg wroey 1 qifesy feeitw e
gr | FArE &1 otz & s awa
2, o e gw ¥ X A ArAem-
FaT gAY 49 F aregw A fead
qoE qrAT wE@r | Ay wW g, #
ATYHT SATIT GHY AFN AAT FTEAT |

& fraza wwar sz g & @@
FHEqT TaAY fage @) & W9 wEd
g 5 geqreT @groq fasd wiw FW
g, X9 98 FIW ®aE gl arar A7
&1 ®Y FroTe &7 A Far €12 ) qAOw
fiRT wgar g fF oFoomie &1 AT
9T FIFIT |7 qifge | FF &1 WA
#ifaw stwrer qzar 2 A1 v FWIY
ggt aga @ & £ | T A WU
2 %o fe fagwar & 1 oo FEF 9%
ATHT AT % £ | AMTHT F1T QFar
19X Fq F1E ALY FIAT AWRAT |
g9 Azms aaar q@ar qrga & ) &
aga AHaT § Mg s RS g
qETRT ¥ GATT FIA F1 T€8T 7 | (-
fafred om & wreg &=t &1 #9 F&
FY T®T & | TAT 2T BT gEA AN
wewm ¢ | feamEt 1 39% ST w51
T Ty FAT  FIT Gt F =S T
IATZA  AQAT | AH: AW FT THIEA
gy | gu% fqu sowr wiTfew av
sqqEqT $1F FT 0T |

ZIT FIAT WEXAT AgEr AHF T
AT 9T AF AFT HIYAT [T
TG FT AT@ T F 9T AHATE
sgra o 7 fawifagl #) gz & are ¥
FTH 8 T8 wg faar &, & s amat
F1 fediz 781 ®&ar | § gaqr £ fA3-
g F% 11 {5 ag war aga AT R



Minister on

529 St. made by Finance AGRAHAYANA 1, 1905 (SAKA) Sr. made by Finance 530

Situation (Dis.)

YT BT & grava g7 ATE ¥ A
9T @ & | wAEEq a5 ¥ a@ W
affs ST agT rFw A@ W@ &
FEYTEA A § AT Aga AATG §
qgT saiar wezrAIT 7 ) g & frded
FIAT F1gar § |

= gim TrEA (HAEEIET) o IqTSaE
oY, wEAdE JA S 9 ggt 9T ¥
feafa & faua & oY sqrw fagr waw
TEAm AT Fr e fgar g 5w
AT FT g A% FT  HIAWE
asgAl & geal ¥ oqaw gfz
gf 7 FfFa, foag swre o feafy
TT AWG W & 9T g A faw
srEfa® fQozrsii w1 G1|AT gHE1 FEAT
g1 g, ¥ SweAr g, TH¥ &l aga]
feafa qea frgaor & sz 8 a8t &
aFAT 47 | 5T 9y geEE A o ¥
Freaa # qUgAg § | A qA S«
F gg WY wrararfaar snfgr & & f&
T DUF 142 fafqay 29 w717 FT
Frza g | & ag wawar g &
TAAT Iq1EA 4g4 H ATT AT G
frgao waa & fau age & W1 3@
wrasaEw It 1§ 7 w1 s qm-
A wAY 9 7 oo qarT A fear &
fore wieaw & T q=ge ATAVIOT WY
F1 I FA TT TF IT AW G
garar fagwor A g Aw aw &
AAHAT § ITEA T F gAT AR
gger fawar gt o wrw s gwErQ
affefen ¥z 29 &, o909 S W 99
AN &7 fowar 2, o et ot wwIR
¥ wraar @ wfoard w1 @R ¥ few-

Minister on Priceg
Situation (Dis.)

wet vEd § oY S9AT WAE «ARd
& 1 a1 &Y arq stAAT F1 AW SoREEr
FETHTEAr AR FL 0 § R
& @ a7 St wifsw 2, 9uw) e
FTHF | AT FAY 9 F v fAA-
A frqrasgmmFfen iz aw &
FTTFE T1e firg o AR 1ER aq O
LT T ST SUMET a2 F A1EAH
¥ WFT  A1ITT FE U & HI 9=
FEgar gra My § geq feafy oz fag-
AW AEN TET ST TFHAT | IZ @ THA
A Tifg g & @ &% &1 Feqra
aqT | WAL, THE qGgA F A1A9Z G,
|[rad 41 A el F geal # fawm
gF1T #1 fvigz vy sorEa agy &
giar 4r, IEr wwiT ar fovge @4
FEgA1 F qedt 97 ALY g¥ ¢

STAFA dea] F1 AIGH & | AT
qifsz § T A1Z0, AGFH gL Gl
¥ aw 43 gu fasd | #§ gwC A
fraraal 1 HINUT AETT FET L,
Ffea ga frgraal 1 wia@ SowEar
qF A IET MG E | TW AW W
Yad 1 owwa 2 fE ot gz g @
g ag e fameanfm & o gn? @
#, ¥z 9w oafe aF 959 | fow s
#1 gu frdfoe ®7a1 w@ga &, sawt
Fraar ST w1 R SeRT A
agreT gea feafy o frgwor e
it &1 @y fw g gw
firdl ¥ ST A 5 ofees feed-
aqe fawzn ot & 7w wo Tl
T a1 § 1€ GO A HW ) A
o oawy ¥ oot gara feedteqme
feen &, s9 qv wsw gwrd W



531  St. made by Finance—
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis,)

[ =t gdrer T )

fraaor & 1\ & gawan g, forgar W
arr gaTwr gfsw feedtequa faew
&, Saar @Az & #1E g7 &\ 9feAw
feedftona faemn & H13 wrgde wifs-
frq F¥7 T HY 399 @ F1 qfged g,

qZ ITHT aqT FIA 7 FrfgeT gEH

FWI L [EAM T AT F A
e 2, i &, 3w &, ww ofedw
feedteqar faezw dar gom @@ €
fagl it 7 gwrg wan g 5 o fess
&1 ag 1 faar s =wrfgy | Fe -
fess qraT vw orswr fagia @1 gFar
g\ ¥ swamiTx § T@ ¥ weerd
freft gY tar fzard agr 2ar & .9
R IFTAA RIS | § IO 9_W
‘gwrEF AT g 1 & 2@ 5 oam
s mmraz @ FE A% g€ & | FE
oy fzq §a2T 6T A & 04T
2 | Tsw ATEI F I 4 §RT 0F
GFTT FT q57 a7 HT @ war g | fow
9% 1T ¥ 92 Thiaeq g1 aFar a1 g}
gaT & 1 AWy @ g =ifgw
ST qIFT ¥ AT w13 qfeaw
feedregem fagen 1 ghfed awar
st =ifg g

USg G F W F q@ FW@
# &1 vt wwar g 5 # waAw Ag
fiyerat &, TgF A #1 WrATAFAT FaT
2 i ofees ferdlagua feew &
areqw & Ag 7€ fawar & 1 & @w-
war g 5 o@ araew ¥ F1E aswam
smare g fear sar =rfgd ) uew
- gvErd ¥ §WF 9T FEr AT
I T 7 WY HITRT JI7 AT 9T oY
wrw FgE el Fa gar & IwE
we faar s wifed arfs wsai & ag

NOVEMBER 22, 1983

St. made by Finance 532
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis,)

N 9T 9FH GF AT AN HT ITAH
g uF | J o awy 9T fesdtegaa
feeen & wfeg i gyaew agf it
1w s & e gha dar wd
AT & | TF g IOF! gAearg Ao
tag wifez § @dey & fau fawer
aEar & | #T afsms feedtequ faeew
¥ sifeq ge®1 g™ sgaey 787 gar
gareg FFMIT ¥ FH AR 4
witz ATaT & YT A9AT ArETEFAr A
ofer &< &ar & 1 &fF @@ & fag am
FY Srazgwar a1 st qfq F Ay
? TH qUER FHFTIZT F1 HANIA AW A
& fou ga%) Asgr AT qear 2 T
iex srogr gaT wifey & ofims
feefteqam faezw & grar sE®r @wa
93 graiA fae srar w3

sweT sfaer dzaq 7 fegsht a1
97 agw gt ft 97 ¥5qAT gAHZ FY
¥ g §I7 &Y a1 FE 47 | 55 A1
T g% eara T arfem 4 Sr gwmTa
Hifear &, srmary,tfear, do dvo anfy
2 eawr gw Awa ¥ wfgw ¥ wiys
Iqa faar sAr Sifge | & &
form < & &Y i 2, iy wiEw
2 fogn wwal &I FF @ &A1
Tigd & 1| aog ER f5 9w AW #Y
HGHT FETT F1 gW FA L, 994 fg-
AU FATC VT FATZT I 96 F1 @N7
FT T@ AT A1gd & | THR! 49 § AT
FFE & AT HGAAE & I9€e gy
& | z@w ot 7T v s el

it wgiza A wEr @ 5 A9 g

4aft gur fag 917 97 o gB fagaw
MY AT § | 5 7O A g1 wfew



533 St. made by Finance AGRAHAYANA |,

Minister on Price
Situation (Dis)

g% faaar wrgar gr Jrfed ar 7g)
gAT 3 | AW ZrIW & AT @I §, OIF
fafadads & au dzeae § o
tafada & oo &, faa & qm meEsd
AEY g & I W FT gAY aAga IqTar
g faun &1 amHar FWT I WY
wg 71 77 AT FIE HaIW WG
drag W 3G e g7 & 9T A W
ot 7o fafsdad= & ar o& @ @
frama & sts o 2 2T wifz @dEAr
argy &, 3% ggfasy a1 7@ @ 2
& tar a1 a8 2 fx gawr gma fag
A & 7 faa 9% )

AT GIFILA FE FEATH AT
fro & A1 FUTT w947 F7F FU I
FTaFAT 9T 397 fHar a1 wrg | swde
Ao ¥o, UAo &TTo §o o, WA
FEAIAZ CATT AT AL AT FTIFAT A1
AT /YT W AT AIw@E &
fau ard fFe 70 & 97 AWl w77
foraaT ary g7 gas &1 fasar =fgd
qr 7Y {97 quar ¢, 99T 99 ST
gfgwr aidft olx swER fagar am
ST ® 1 qgIAr qgdt 4, qE faw
qr @1 & | A€o HTTo Eo FT YW
\ soffaa wgwa 2| ¥ UF orEr ar
gzgrew AT § foad feafa @re g
st | fred oAt dre §ro o ¥
AW ¥ AT gATAT 94T, YW WA
gigiad | 39% arua 7L faq # 45
TS AT I ITHAY 3T AT G
foa & T searag sy &1 ol
wqrg ot | AOET Y gAAd § oqw oA
FAFAT FT IFCFTE & | 7T A
w3 @ § oW gw ot e @

1'05 (SAKA) St. made by Finance 534
Minister o . Pric(
Siwuation (Dis.)

gfFadai & sftaw sy &1 SsmEr
st wfea ag aeea 0% § #Y
Emaerd ¥ 19 981 ®¢ W § | S
I GAG GE E AT § FA HTIHT
AT ST A | o TIE A
a9 YE g JET § 99 IqF! 77 @ AT
51 F AT we@ITT qTA & | A%
F awifas Jgar 1 AT AR
FarAT =ifgd, gwiw #1 gIEA &
e g wifgw | wfed 4% &
T UK Fq7 F1 90§37 & fag
grafaF a7 9w o aF g2 A
AT AR FT O & 1 AW fAAw
g & oo foad IF 1 712 AT TAL-
fazssr 3& & mare qg HeEfady &1 fae)
gagrg Sty @y g gard
T AAT A 1969 # aFeq foar fd
91 & qrad ada ¥ fod |gw @
qg qH, afdT Fasr g1 § w0 A
FAqr | g% ag oft qmAr T fF ag
ant & fafas &3 f& fea 0% &
A9A I 9T ®T gl FT 491 AR
qaTs F fo0 oF a1 9 wFA
AT uF q= ARG a7 aFd § |

g7 Weal & d19 qAT @I T AT FIH

Jo14 &Y T FT ¥ IAFT @A
& § W I At g fv o

yaTEl g% & gard aF R geu gfg
# AFA F1 Fifgwr HT @ F 39
aFa g ST oY FAE SN gEa

#Y & guTU a1 |/gAWT SAer faem,
affr fadw 9w #1 WY FEwATr

qg 11 fF 957 fagawr qmwmm aeifa
&1 qare Ag ¢ afer avgfes ww @
frer %2 qawt w7 & forg FT0 FET
g @ oo wifen frogeael @
TFEE gt g, b A g ag @



535 St. made by Finance
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

[+ g waa) ;

g ? 97 aF FNSITT F AT CE AT
¥ A @ & gwwar § 4 AW
Feeq &1 fAated Ael T TFT |

o wedl & g & faw wAY o1 F
FFIST FT AT FI@TE |

ﬂ'\ HILe QA° tﬁﬁl’ (ﬁ'ﬁ')
JurenE WEIEW, HAY 9gw A AAqT
a1 stz Atwar fza o = g S
¥ faardi &1 @mE war g o1 W€
T St 7 W gow &1 wEr Ao qw
FoH &1 yara fFar 2, 9% fa=na &1
) @ 7@r g o 17 fagar 3
Tz AT FY Fwgrfag) ST AH-
quifagi % &= @@ € & & W
geHre &1 Fwarfaar § osEF f6u
FTFTT FY qUTE FAT § A1 AT ATHA-
grfaat § Sa% gagdr F IF F1 g2
FT FHIFT IT FEAT qEAT § |

waug & §9 5 THF TV WI9H
wreqy & faer gt off #v qur 247
fe o' g a=ar gom a1 W g,
FfFa e &Y faepfy sz afgar &Y
TIIq M9T aga qEdl H & F—
foraay &y saaY q9 1 1947 ¥ By
HTATZ FAT AT 1949 H ATEAT AR
gur | arsr =rEAT gfAar & qiwer
wgi ufsq a7 @ § Wi fegrgem
gfrar w1 gy sma & fmsm 2w
ﬂwanwmﬁm % ford
FTAA FAAT HAT & AT q&@T Zra
TG T FA, AgME F AFA & foy
FrA &1 frard wgr &, Sfea e
dgarf AFT & A2 FAG A HIAA
FY GISAT AZA AEATEI A E | @R

NOVEMBER 22, 1983,

St. made by Finanee 536
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

fad Y & snowr garw @z @ §
ge @A &1 Far¢ 9T @ § 0
wfea thaw s & qm @ FEt
¥q § fF #ales ¥ fqurgsl & @dw
awet 8, Tod oy & grow garwaE
qATE

-d}{'&sr TEE . dT9E AAT H‘lt
reT & fatraw @ £ sAar e §

0 At %8 wley )

St AITo YAo TRW : AIF 7% T
azfeendl € f& wami &1 %7 aga
TETET AT § AV Ay wza & fay
I W ¥ FT & THA AT 9w T 2,
afeq ¢fgu aw@rT 7 e sy wegmd
7, 99% q29 & qUaT A 1€ qgEaT
femrf 7€ qa & | Tafed o1 g9 X
TEAT § ¥9 91T § Al agar g fw
A 7FWE G F T FI7 977 § ar
TH UFA & fag #1€ Igaz ae aw-
TMAATIRE |

STAT 1980 H WTIHY . HTHIX FT
qASTH AT HIT AT 198( ¥ awz &
19 g9 2w &7 azfeswa w9 fasdifasr
HETE T AH Gial & | 99 a9 Ay
#1 werg 10 AT aFE @, Hemd 4
BEIg 1T & 10 IAT TIE 4t 19g0
%l19333‘ﬁ?ﬁt ﬂ'ﬁl’n’fm 2T
TAT T FT TG AL E WA 3w
¥R AT B G | wfww &
FRFT F AN FTA ¥ fAaq A
frafa e g, wafad & a7 giwe} )
SEIT FIAT HIGAT § of Fed §, waqr
qwa §, a3 fow & worf @wd 8
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Minister on Price
Situarion (Dis,))

ITAY &Y AT ATA T S4TA WIHAT
FEATARATE | -

sraar fesirr #7139 ard I FEY
TE ) 1080 W TSt 2 ®AA H 4 wWA
WX 1953 ¥ 6 To & 9 ®o | HLHI AT
A9 1980 § 9 To AT ATT 1983 § 20
¥ 2. ®o | HHAY 2 %o 30 qH AT HIT
5 ®o 50 G& w3, F | To 45 X AT
AT 2 %o 80 ¥ W4, WIAW aATTAA!
6 ®o qT HAYT | Fo AT, FATIfT A
— A1z faz =1 |0 & g@ #A1e faz
21 1§ Fo A, AT 35 X T AW
60 GF %7, TT 2 Fo 4o ¥ 7T X
4 ®o T, (A AT 4 To. T, 6 To
80 ¥ w3, TaT VL[ BIEY | To ad
YT 2 Fo AT, F B 36 TH ad AT |
%o AT, HATIT 30 TH a4 WL 60, 75,
80 & 74, fAwrer 30 9% a7 WX 50
T 7T, §219 3 %o 65 T4 a9 I 6
%o 7 1% 4T, HHE 26 o §0 I aF
HIT 65 To & | HATHT FAe iy 4
HIZT 380 To T WIT 1750 ® HI
TrET ST A A9F qiTIAT T 41, 70
¥ 7 WL | To 60 T8 79 |

feat & gaedl ar @ g,
FieATZAT 74 ®o AT #IX 125 &
AT

gk fFarat ¥ ag @ &, T
e & fagd 1982 #1T 1983 #V
flardl & WH & FW AHE AW
FAT AEAT § | TE 1982 H 230 wWA
foes a1 1983 & 325 %o fawew

ATAT 290 TIY GF I 340 TIC 4,

Minister on Price

Situation (Dis.)
AT 270 %o AT WX 2314 %o HF,
I 32] Fo AT W 370 To A,
T 425 To AT T 475 AT, IT
220 o &9 HIT 370 ¥o ¥, Y
465 ®o T 1T 565 To W, FATAT
236 To TT HIT 240 Fo ¥F, ALEI &
T 223 %o T HIX 230 T AT |
1982 1T 1983 &1 FaTelt & @9 H
HEATE FT TAAT 47 T99 & |

Mo GARR &qTHY © “TF T A1TH
FTAT T2 | :

ot WiTo QAo TIHW : FATIE F
Fo arfaat ¥ F71 & faoer &1 @2
FIC & AT FAT 9rfgy, fawer &
FZaT 7EY famar & qew gay far
Fgav et & 7 frew g faeelt
FIAT FAT 7 FY LoAT WA WY TE
I TH 939 F UF 749 FIC 78 AT
¥9A w1 AF qSNeT 9w ¥ oAy FRar
T AT WA § fowE faww v @
fag | 3T 1€ Al ST W, 4%
ars faar aar, g @A § ooEt
&1 4T | #T ATHAT §IE AT & 6
faqer go% @ga & ? ST g &
e @A TEa & fF fawer &
AN qE H qgANIE | 4 AT &
IR N YARF &1 g A FTT Y
Fgadr & fao 18 gromT 8, a1 fager
T TEAT A & fag dae g,
DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : If
I may interrupt, I want to know from the

* Finance Minister whether it is true that

the Indian High Commissioner gave a
dinner to the Queen of England and it
wsthip:menmdahalflakh rupees,



539  St. made by Finance
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.) i

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You have
diverted his attention,

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : One
dinner costs seven and lakhs of rupees.

st WXe O TRE : AEAAT
FE ¥ AL qA & 919 9 AW H
agt e faar fod & w7 o1 @y 41,
Wﬁ:ﬁma«iw;

SAr AFR Y AT FW
T HT | 99 ot ag ¢ f& sar
FIEFIT & G99 ¥ g F1 faezqr 1
FTAN @A F1 HG FT gT Ao gL
df | 3% T97 AT §T AN 941, A
geaT # foreeelt R wfgar &Y gso@
g ¥ | afew o g A fasa ft
&1 FAW T@A F1 THT AW FACATE
gt & e gt § g Ay e,
wfgar & wowa, fadmw gfaat stz
gaearHl a1 ot aedt & T a5
& S fgwroa &1 & argar |

e AR | gHAT 7T FYW ¥
Hgar€ AFT | 20 A FEAFH wA
afear #t 'z 9%z &, it a1z &
ST | W 20-qA FAFH F AFIE

F1 IBT FT FHFT F T FET

SE€ G AT & 1 K 7% GoF F grea
F1 THAEATE & TIEIM T JT HAT

NOVEMBER 22, 1983,

St. made by Finance 540
Miunister on Price
Situatiou (Dis.)

qrEaT § | TR ¥ W) @Ay g9
Ttefr &7 20.A FTAHA T @ AT A
z7 awax § wgr orar av f A ot &
i #71 o1 e Hug W T A
qf FT &, e+ WA 20T FAFT
w7 & 1 7 srew fafvees grew & 9@T
2 o7 gT qgwN ¥ A< gorgAIR AW
Fawer ¥ agw war § A wrew fafa-
F2T TI9W A 79 20-qAT FAFA FT
T W § qg WY 3gaT wmd
I F1 Fary F g sarar awa =0fE0
wfee Tial ¥, ¥ & avw W § 1T
@RAz ¥ a1 g wewe  fF
... (zmEam)...

afY Earer FEqIAFE o AT AT
F& 7% ¥ ghewail o mfzgfaat &
Fedt ¥ fag 1500 Fo F & F AT
qT 2 AT F gHM AT AFE a9 T
I o qrer ag @ 9t @ wAEA
BT AT | 1500 Fo H FH AT gEEYy
FH a9 O, FX AT 9FET A
a7 s ? gfewa e anfaanfaai &
qATH 9T, AT FEIIATE AT FOATH
TT WIAT qUET FT T&€ AR 21 7T
gg A & fag afse gfesa iz
srfeanfaal & fau #1E sgazgr @
g

I R A F faw @iy
ey ® fadrer dvzr ST T@r & wEr o
781 ¢ fF IqwT w25 gATT wWAT
@ faar sraw fo & 25 qvdz &
Bz g1 &Y W s adr Ad,
oaiai e wifed, et sifew @iz
sz afis T qugroar fe zq

**Not recorded,
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Minister on Price
Situarion (Dis.)

T T grRTL A1 A tsaﬁrit A~

z% #1 faeam | fE6T 15 g ¥ ¥9-

#t g3t arT @Y strwet 6 gw A
¥ Feqrad g A AT Feq WA |

&q 20 A Fgww & fau F A7
FEl MR ATFHIT A
AT AT T AGT & | IEIA qE@wS: H
T %% ¥g fear g, wery atd F
qEAS 0 FgT §— AT Fgar g & aga
Hwrtdzmagm 2 fE g9 AE @
@I 2 | 9ETF F qTT AT A4T | W
T® AR FgA 71 g€ X g TW-
¥ATE |

9q ag HEME agd g, HAT A
TTZT GIAT FA1 747 qF IHIT HAT &V
a7 aga gEn gur wgmi § 7 A2~
Ty | g s Fedt 2 5 ardy
gfaar & wgmE &, ard gfaan § wear-
AT

W & agw &1 W feza & fag
1 ¥ Iegia faedt gwre &1 oF gwr
gt | wfeT fadt gura & & A
Fq 7, fadft fexaame e sarer
1T | gW qrfaarHe § ¥+, T qEA
F AR AEFA b (@ATH FEA qAMT
AT waTT WA qEw F warfaRr 50
ql g5F FT AW, TW FT TIA ;4T
0 ? g AT TgAT FAE A9 & |

AT FgA F A9 98 & FF g
FA q7 FT @A AN & a9 @ ¢ fw
I G FIAT 7 @AT qOE g
war & s smar & B g g wT

Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

A HAes & @ ¥ W9
Fgal g f &1 99 § 9% T
TET grft W 9@ a%F dHT ST
gt gt a7 qF Yok & AGAT WAL

AEY aT AFATE |

ATHTF H I TH WP HILH
TEH F1 AT AL FT TH | T
X AT AEATEA AT g W
Teq & 5 & wgmd % wr g, § e
e AF w@IE, o H, 81 H, g2 H
a7 g3 ¥ sreava faar e wgmd &t
UF @ &, fat arx aw dwd a1
T FEd g SAA AL AZ AT AT B |
A T 33T AFA 7 qT A AT F S0
FT a7 T fFy &R&FT T A" &
I ¢ | iy W9 5w qgmi &1 AT
TEY WA | 1987-84 ¥ AG IT  TAIA
97 fa2=it woif & qrqeh #7199 &1 9T
wa fadeft gl & qwwr gon @ &
AT F WG Fg qHAT § WK AiwEl ;A
grfaq ft 7 avar § oq & a9
ZrEH 2 T fF 1984 F a9 § &9 TH
HETE FT AT TE A | 84 THE &
160 TTHE TF HgarE Ag ag v | 4g

 sigrE Wz aveh wE 1 afew mg

2 waET g 8 faw AqA ST & gR
#1§ fawraa 78 &, saer Qg ot T
2, 219 AT EH W w7 & W TW AW A
2t aafrent @ & fr sa ghg ot
yar St 1 FAF qT L5 § @ we-
e wv @ g YEr wwar g
fir To Hgmg @R guw gA w1 oHE
awdrer @z foar g

¥ 19 Y IR Tew A ¥ g §
Tafag augd & @ o=kl & a9 @



543 St, made by Finance
Minister on Price
Situation (Dis.)

[sﬁal‘r(otlﬁ‘om] :
SYAT ATYN T FIT Y, AT 193
¥ gda eio A WY Wegowd ga
fipar 8, ST adT FT@TE AL A
Tar fae s ot ¥ faar waAr -
F19 F30 g0 3797 R Ay FIa
g1

ot fesita fog sfem (7F9T) -
AT SuTeRE AERE W, § WA
Sft &7 Wiqor g7 <@r ar, FwE ST
IR AN FT @ F | 5@ AF AP
Faa g, FANA & gwaE
STEAT § W Wge adr & YEHI I
T qqx ¥ wrar & Sfew @ S
WYT IUT §37 ATH T WAAT TEEAT
Hq¥ wrovl § sty ¥ oaw ak
T St T ot a% ot 9g= 10
e Tt wEw g Wz &
1975-76 & T 2 &1 F1 sz fafa-
era—fras i AN wmImE
N R RS Tt
IAEY qraE FT 4 W wF a1 &
sz yrzw fafaer =ifgn &1 fads
Tt J1f3T | (smawm) A% EHAT T
FET 97 | (egaem)

g ST AFT T FT NI FA@ F
at Aoq g F1 2 w3 § o afea
a9 &t Feq g § 78 frw . fag 7
& 78 ¥ wwR g1 A g Ar feey
AT AgT & ! g FAFAT A ST AT
g fear &iuw 74y #1 Afgdsw a7
q1ga § a1 99% faU oriEr Ssewy
gt grft fe 3w gme & iw fafs-
wyramfaag 7 g1 2 5 g®
IaH qr TPA I | gW AR X frww
AFT AT &, B TE T

NOVEMBER 22, 1983,

St. made by Finance 544
Minister on Price
Situarion (Dis.)

ag N wgm ady &, ¥ 9w Fiwe
¥ 7@} ST stvgar ST g1 W
Fr TFErATY F7 9 Sige w7 fzar ar
7z 3 &1 afeorw & (mEEA)
feorg a4 &1 WY ey wF 9T
IAFT TAGT FIHTL T GHTT FI& T
28 & AT uFATHT @ew HT 4
TS EHIRT 3 41 ST @18 |

TF AAAIG 9I%9 . AT TG &
2y Y T W@

off fesite fag s @ o A1
FOETHF AT F Az W AP Qv
T@r @ | AT A Awer gfgwr aiy &
qrq § | 7w g9 gfel, anfzarfaay
YT fFarl & o9 & T FEF 2
S EHIIT & ATHATZ gAT 41 97 Faa
ZUTT T AT ATTEAT 35 FUT F AqM-
W T HYE I9 g9 0F gL ot Gar ALY
gt ot wfes srer gad A H ogand
mﬁﬁa,ﬂwﬁmﬁ '{%‘?
glaz ey fr T T T 3w
gufagt §, 97 @ufagi & a3 § 2/
Fei qx q91 & AMfEw & SAwy
7% F & AT 47 1 Fifew |
# faredY 9& % TRl & FgAT ATEAT
g f gT arm &1 usfaw &9 7 &
afge, wsHfas @ AT A
aId FET AR, FET HSAHT &Y
g wrET FrfET |

gureyey weraa, & ofemw  feedieg-
T faren & A% W §@ oA weAr
Tiga | hes ferhammn feww
FHET TIATET FATAT AP T LNy



545 St. made by Finance AGRAHAYANA L

Minister on Price
Situation (Di..)

AT FEE WAl F1 ANT & foraret
arfer | Qg3 qfeaw feediegam faeew
F uF g 7 aEr e, & T
W Y 71w wTar g, wiw & oA
waw ¥ IraT £ | wew wew # 15-16
ZITT gFT o | gAwr wew ¥ faar
17 AT & faaew v gEa gEEar
gty frar, @few ow 9@t 4R
feafy & #15 W@ wwwT AT A
gt A srar & 1 wrEE A TARA
FTH, ITHT AFAT AT AT TE
qreqy ¥ oamAra & faaTo @0
wrfgm, asft feefrarer farzw 7@t 21
TFar & | ey 5 wrAAE mEr o4t
smie St 7 wgr fa faafe arer garer
ar o §, T 9T Wt qOR T FA
st =/ rfgw  wiE #FOZETET 60-70
% feit famar 2, afeT 7@t 23 %o
fret § fgerar 2 1 g% 7€ *ifaw w0
arfey fF sores &1 SR Fma
fadr stz s w1 g7 21 9T AL
A fae | g9 9@ AR AR
fommm @ g &) & famar
&7 qar grar 2, @t agt o wear fee
fawan &, affe 2zt 92 56 To faent
fagar & 1 g% uw var famw gAmr
Fifem s & ¥t S W TeETed
FH FHFI FET AMET | W XY
e @ w1y, st i B s
qrAT 7 e fae

uF T & @ aD-ad At F arx
# wgar wEar § ) ¥ aF aF gafiga.

ferezar &t s & Pl @ faw

wE § AT A A o wEE ) &
gt § e sawr AmmesSme 3%

1905 (SAKA) St. made by Finonee 546
Minister on Price
Sitwation (Dis.)

Y 9y grg ¥ FEHT SAR FQ@EA!
wrfem | g gaH wfew o @A B
HrgTEaT 4G £ | A AT@ qwEAw F
w9 @Y & | WTEz @9 AT & 9
BIGT £ AT =¥ Fiwi AT gEE™
grar & | #ifE wizaT @w el HE-
AN Foar £ 3 =SS aq qier Ny
Y Fwar & | IgETT T WER
w1z faar srar & ) g9 ware & fubm
FEqT § HreT giar § Wiv §39d
dar grar & 1 TE aiy F 1 aewt
ez #=ar =ifen
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PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ (Bara-
mulla) : Mr." Deputy-Speaker, Sir, from
an intelligent Fimance Minister I did not
expect a sketchy and a bald statement
like the 3-page statement we got. We
expected resolution of the problem which
is there. He has agreed that the situation
is alarming He accepts that as compared
to the last year or the year before prices
have increased by 7 7 per cent. He has
also agreed that inflaction for the current
year is 8.8 per cent. Earlier this year
he had promised relief, and had promised
hope, and he had promised that he would
control the price line. But as far the
consumer price index is concerned, it has
increased by 10.4 per cent. So, the situa-
tion is alarming. It is particularly alarm-
ing because the Finance Minister has not
come forward with any concrete sugges-
tions,

By telepathy. my colleagues have stolen
my ideas as it were, I do not like'lo
repeat them, but if 1 were to concretise
the solution to the problem, then I would
say that he has made three suggestions
and these three suggestions do not consti-
tute the resolutions of the problem
because these three suggestions could be
formulated by anybody. In the course
of making suggestions and explaining how
he wanted to solve the problem, he says
that the reserve ration has been increased,
but the Central Bank has so many
methods to control credit supply in the
country. It is not by magic wand that
he can control prices through increase in
the reserve ratio from 7 to 8 per cent.
That is no solution. He hopes for an
excellent khariff crop. There was already
an excellent khariff crop and the coa-
sumer price index has increased and in
that index most of the consumer goods
belong to the agricultural sector, If
there was a very good khariff crop, the
price index should not have been increa-
sed by that much.

The;: he says finally that the public
distribution system will be improved. But
there is no concrete suggestion. We say
that the public distribution system will be
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improved, but we must say how we shall
improve the public distribution system.

The Finance Minister has spoken
about all these three things. In my
opinoin this does not generate hope and
I feel particularly alarmed since I studied
the 3-page statement of the Finance
Minister. Although I admit that he seems
to be very much worried about it yet I
feel that this should have been a compre-
hensive statement so that we could under-
stand it clearly. It is not that we speak
for the sake of speaking; we are genuinely
interested in making suggestions or res-
ponding to the good suggestions that the
Treasury Benches make.

I would invite the Finance Minister’s
attention to a very important component
of this prise-rise, From last year up to
this moment, on three commodities
alone—oil, milk and flour a housewife
has to spend roughly Rs. 100 more than
what she spent on these items last year.
The hon. Minister is a brilliant student
of Economics, he knows it better. If there
is an average family of five members
with an earning of Rs. 500/- p. m. it is
below poverty line. After going through
the statement of the Finance Minister, I
just wanted to jot down a hint or two
and 1 drafted a family budget for five
member family with an income of Rs,
500/~ per month. 1 could tind for the
first time in my life even a family living
with an income of Rs. 500/- has been
reduced to a family below the poverty
line, That family does not meet the essen-
tial needs. If you give that family four
chhatanks of flour, I calculated on that
basis. Rice or wheat will cost Rs, 150
per month, pulses and vegetables Rs,
110/- per month, four kg. tin oil Rs. 80/-
Rs. 60 for milk, tea and sugar Rs, 60/-
for kerosene oil Rs. 40/. It makes a total
of Rs. 500/-. The provisions I have made
are the minimum. There cannot be any
level below that. Below that is the
starvation level—the line which you call
poverty line. Economists must be know-
ing better.

That . family has no provision for
house rent, you cannot think of any
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savings for construction of a house or
the family owning a house throughout
life,. ~There is no  provision for
medical care there is no provision for
education of children. I wish tne Finance
Minister to react to this situation because
T am explaining very briefly the alarming
dimensions of the situation.

The real point which he has missed in
the statement is about deficit financing.
He has not touched deficit financing at
all. There are two things which cause
price spiral. When there is abundance of
cash and liquidity with people, it will
generate price spiral. We call it inflation.
What about the two most important
things which are responsible for price
spiral which you call inflation ? Did the
Finance Minister want to omit these two
things intelligently or he had no time to
mention ? First is deficit financing. |
think it is known to the hon. Members
that we are printing currency notes with-
out any backing. whatever it is. A very
powerful dose of deficit financing is there.
The Finance Minister should clear the
position whether deficit financing has been
done away with or whether we can
dispense with deficit financing. Then
there is another thing which is very im-
portant and which leads to inflation—
wasteful public expenditure. My freind
Dr. Subramaniam Swamy referred to a
dinner which was hosted somowhere in
London which cost India about 8 lakhs
of rupees, He has not calculated the ex-
penses of the dinners and lunches which
werchosted here. It must be running into
crores of rupees. I would particularly
invite the Ministers attention to ASIAD
which cost us Rs, 1600 crores.

In response to the question to the
Finance Minister on a different problem,
he had quoted figures which- T am giving—
Rs. 1600 crores of rupees were spent on
ASIAD. When Dr. Subramaniam Swamy
refers to the dinner hosted in London,
I had also learnt from him sometime
before it cost us nearly.Rs. 8 lakhs. Will
any true patriot calculate figures as to
what is being spent from that NAM to
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this Conference that we Bare organisin

now, that is CHOGM, I menticn this Rs

1€00 crores because, it is relevant to
Jammu and Kashmir. There is a lot of
scope for savings and investment. But
when we indulge in wasteful expenditure,
we only increase the prices because the
prices would not increase if you invested
the money for production. When you
only spend money unproductively, prices
will increase in the country. 1 would
request the Finance Minister, when he
rises to answer the points—if at all he is
keeping note of the points we speak—to
refer to the deficit financing and wasteful
public expenditure. It is not without

* any reason that, T referred to Asiad. 1

know sons and daughters of the Hon.
Members and of the people should play
games and they must play games. We
must spend money, for games. [T am
interested in physical education. But we
can't do thing, which our economy cannot
sustain, My friend Mr. Namgyal had
spoken without any disturbance because
we were away and he spoke untruth and
he has been trained to speak , untruth in
the Sadan to mislead public opinion,
1t is Ghar Ka Bhedi Lanka Dhave style.
But I challenge Mr. Namgyal tha! what-
ever he has said is not correct, have
got the figures, I will rebut him through
the figures received through Finance
Minister’s reply. (Interruprions)

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He is not
yielding.

SHRI P. NAMGYAL : 1 have quoetd
the figures of food supplied to the State
of Jammu and Kashmir from Question
No. 92 which was answered in this august
House yesterday. The hon. Member
knows the figure also (Inierruptions.)

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : We do
not get rations even on 1971-census basis,
He does not know. Most of the time,
he is in Delhi and getting money for
speaking untruth. The point is, I made
a statement here. I challenged the Minis-
try of Food and Supplies. 1 said, we
got far less than whatever we deserved
even on the basis of 1971-zensus. Our
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demand is that we must get ration on
the basis of 1981-census. Not only that.
The rations that were sent to Jammu
and Kashmir were often of rotten stuff
and our people accepted the rotten stuff
because of the popular government there.
There was Sadiq government and Qasim
government, you know, in both the
governments, there was an increase in the
subsidised price of rice by 10 paise and
there was a hartal throughout the valley.
It is during this government of the
Natonal Conference which has the
popular support that people tolerated the
rotten stufl of rice and wheat. Through
you, I invite a delegation of 20-30 Mem-
bers of Parliament to visit our State.
You may select whatever Members you
want.

SHRI P. NAMGYAL : Why don't
you discuss on the subject of price
rise ?

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: 1 invite
his attention and the attention of the
Finance Minister. 1 will go back to
Jammu and Kashmir for a minute, Before
that, I will suggest 4 things for control-
ling the prices. I think, hon. Finance
Minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee knows
it. He must slash deficit financing and
stop wasteful public expenditure. He may
not tell us and may not take us into con-
fidence. He can go to the Prime Minister
and tell us about the wasteful public ex-
penditure that is taking place in the
country. Crores of people are living
b_el_ﬁw the poverty line and a family which
has an income of less than Rs. 500 comes
under it Why don’t you talk of all
those people who have not even Rs. 100
a month 7 You cannot have famasha in
the country when crores of people are
living below the poverty line. The Finance
Minister is bound to talk to the Prime
Minister that the wastful public expendi-
ture should be controlled in this country.
The things will not go unnoticed. Every-
body sitting on the Treasury Benches will
have to answer before the bar of the
people. That day will come.

Thirdly, you take over wholesale u'adc
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in foodgrains, consumer goods, like,
sugar, kerosene oil, salt, etc,

Fourthly, you improve your public
distribution system. Unless you improve
your public distribution system, the things
will not improve. Your statement says
that you pray for 140 million tonnes of
foodgrains i.e.,, a bumper crop. You
are the Finance Minister of a great coun-
try. We are the greatest democracy in
the world. You must concretise your
proposals. You ean’t merely pray.

I will again talk about Jammu and
Kashmir. My hon. friend, Mr. Namgyal,
brings in Jammu and Kashmir every
time and he speaks untruth. He had been
made to speak untruth. I will confront
him with the figure given by the Finance
Minister, I had posed a question, They
have set up very big units in the country;
they have set up large-scale industries in
the public sector. Jammu and Kasmir
also deserve a share in that. You spent
Rs. 1600 crores on the Asiad. Thatis a
wasteful activity because, as compared to
that, you do not invest in those -sectors
which could remove poverty in the
country.

I would like to invite the attention of
the entire House to one fact that the
Government- of India have invested
Rs. 25,504.43 crores in the public sector
industries so far. Jammu and Kashmir
is an integral part of the country. It
must have a share on the basis of popu-
lation. The population of the State is
very small. The Central Government
does not take into account factors, like,
mountainous terrain of our State. You
take any factor into account. There is
article 370. Some people say that it
should be abrogated. I do not want 10
go into all that . But I want to say that
we should get our deal. Now, out of
Rs, 25,504.43 crores, the share of Jammu
and Kashmir comes to 0.06 per cent,
This is the figure given by the Finance
Minister himself. I am meationing this
figure to state the lot of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir. We do not import
any progress ; we import into the State
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only inflation, Whatever commodity you
sell for Rs. 4/- in Delhi, itis sold for
Rs. 6/- in Srinagar. Our road was
closed for 60 days, with intervals last
yeur., When the road gets closed there
is hoarding of essential commoditics and
the rise in prices takes place. 1Tt is all
because of  transportation difficulties.
“Our supply line passes through Punjab.
There is the Punjab problem which poses
a great problem to us also. So, we want
an early solution of the Punjab problem
in our own interest also. You do not
understand our problems. You pamper
and encourage members to bpeak un-
truth...(/nterruptio- 5). .

SHRI P. NAMGYAL : "It is my
right to speak. I have been “elected by
the people. We have a right to know
where all this huge amount of foodgrains
supplied by the Central Goverament is
going. 1 believe, you,are smuggling it
out acrcss the line of actual control
(luterrupiions).

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : 1 con-

clude by reciting one couplet :

T&zre fast 7 faarer www
FIHT & [ AINIA W@

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shri
Janardhana Poojary will lay papers on
the table.

sitwat wfrer dead (9 I
WET) : TH 49 W7 @A g a7 DAy
T qr2 A frar s v # a?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He has
got to go ahead. It is only a routine
thing. Nothing very particular, I say

that it is only for a few minutes.

siiwat wfowr Twad @ o &
fare &1 qare 7€ 8 1 97 =mEEdr
o § '

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
He cannot lay this on the Table unless
the amount given is less than Rs. 50 lakhs.
He has not submitted a separate memo-
randum that it is less than Rs, 50 lakhs.
He should first make a statement that
the relief given is less than Rs, 50 lakhs,
Is it less than Rs. 50 lakhs.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Yes.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM
He should give it in writing.

SWAMY :

. 18,32 hrs,

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE—
Contd,

Notifications under Customs Act and
Ceniral Excise Rules

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
JANARDHANA POOJARY) : 1 beg
to lay on the Table :

(1) A copy cach ef the following
Notifications (Hindi and English versions)

under section 159 of the Customs Act,
1962 :—

(i) Notification Nos. 309-Customs
and 310-Customs published in
Gazette of India dated the 22nd
November, 1983 together = with
an explanatory memorandum re-
garding concessional rates of
customs duties on components of
motor cars,

(i)) Notification No. 311/83-Customs
and 312-/83-Customs published
in Gazette of India dated the 22nd
November, 1983 together with -
an explanatory memorandum re-
garding exemption to Palm Stear
in imported for the manufacture
of soap, grease or fatly acids from
basic customs duty in excess of
15 per cent ad valorem and auxi-
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liary duty of customs leviable
thereon.

[Placed in Library See No. LT—
7069/83].

() A copy of Notification No.
277/83-Central Excise (Hindi and English
versions) published in Gazette of India
dated the 22nd November, 1983 making
certain amendment to Notification No.
35/83.CE dated the Ist March, 1983 re-
garding reduction in the basic excise duty
on aerated waters in bottles, issued under
the Central Excise Rules, 1944,

[Placed in Library. §ee No. LT—
7070/83).

18.34 hrs,

DISCUSSION ON STATEMENT MADE
BY MINISTER OF FINANCE ON
PRICE SITUATION—Contd.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERIEE) : Eirst of all,
1 would like to express my gratefulness
to the Hon. Members who have partici-
pated in the discussions and have made
contributions.

15 Members have made their observa-
tions including the mover of the resolu-
tion who raised a discussion on the state-
ment made by me,

I would like to make one point clear.
I do not share the views of those Mem-
bers who have expressed that the situa-
tion is alarming.or panicky. At the
same time, I do not say that everything is
all right. The statement which 1 have
placed before the Members of the House
contains the facts and the objective assess-
ment of the situation. 1 have not tried
to hide anything nor have I tried to high-
light that in the months of October and
September, there has been an over-all
decline of 0.3%. I have expressed my
concern because the normal declining
trend which was found in other years
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from the mid-September, this year that
declining trend is a little weak. But, at
the same time, one need not come to the
conclusion that the situation is alarming.
Had it been alarming, I would have
shared with the House that the situation
is alarming because we had the experience
of 219 annual rate of inflation. Ws= had
the experience in the backdrop of drought
situation when we had to face an annual
rate of inflation in thz neighbourhood of
more than 21% and that situation we had
to inherit from you....

DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
You created that Government.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE : But
that was possible and you yourself have
admitted.

18,36 hrs,

(MR SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 have pointed out in the statement that
from 21.4% it came down to 16.7%, then
it came down to 249, and then went
up to 6.2%. Surely, this year it is a little
more compared to last ycar and paturally
it is a matter of concern. But, at the
same time, it is not unmanageable.

Then the question comes : what mea-
sures we are going to take to manage the
situation and to control it, Already we
have taken certain measures, If you just
look at it from the demand side and also
from the supply side, from the supply side
we have already taken steps to ensure
the availability of the goods in short
supply by importing which is a short-term
measure and at the same time by en-
suring long-term measures by giving in-
centives to production. I have highlight-
ed some of these aspects -reduction of
fertiliser price. You just make a com-
parison. Please don’t go by emotion.
Please make a comparison between
1982-83 before the decision of reducing
fertiliser price and after that.. You have
seen that the fertiliser offtake has increas-
ed and as a result, production is going to
be increased. Similarly, the steps taken
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to give remunerative prices to the growers
arc paying good dividends. Here I
would like to ask particularly my good
old friend, Dr. Swamy who dwelt in
detail about the sugar policy of the Janata
Party....Yes, it was no doubt a very
good policy. But what was the conse-
quence of that policy ? The conse-
quence of that policy was that the cane-
growers had to burn their sugar cane
crop in the fields. The consequence of
that policy was that from, 65 lakhs
tonnes of production it came down to
39 lakhs tonnes. ... (In erruptions). This
year also we had drought. When you
are talking of 84 lakhs tonnes of produc-
tion, in the drought year the production
will be more than double of what you had
in the drought year. It is not because of
drought. It is because of the very fact
that the growers did not get the price,
What was the price ? What was the
minimum support price? What was the
State-advised price 7 The minimum sup-
port price was Rs. 8.50 per quintal.
The State-advised price varied from
Rs. 11 to Rs. 12, To-day the State-
advised price is Rs. 21....

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
You are very clever. But the fertiliser
price was less, electricity charge was less
and the price of petrol was also less,
during Janata rule.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : 1

was talking about the excellent
policy. An excellent pelicy leading
to a situation where the grower

was compelled to burn his sugar cane
crop. An excellent policy which is lead-
ing to a situation where the produttion
is coming down from 65 lakhs tonnes to
39 lakhs tonnes. An excellent policy
which is leading a to a situation where
the country which is a net exporter of
sugar had to import sugar in two con-
secutive years. [ am afraid that even
the policy prescribed by an eminent and
Harvard-trained economist, Dr. Swamy,
is very difficult to accept, mot to speak
of talking about it. ... (Interruptions)
Who prevented you to have a buffer

inister on Pric(
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stock ? Does it require much imagi-
nation 7 Does it require a good deal of
knowledge in Economics ? When you
are having a production of 5 lakh
tonnes, to set apart five or six lakh
tonnes it does not nced a very big imagi-
nation ?

Sir, I mentioned only certain factors,
If the hon. Members are interested, I
can even give them the details. What are
the items which are contributing ?
They are mainly the cereals which
contributing. If you look at the
trend in the price of rice, you
will find that the price of rice during
the current financial year wupto 29th
October—this is the date with which we
are concerned—has  increased by
95%. Sugar, gur and khandsari
have increased substantially. The rise in
gur alone is 66.3%. Why has it
happened ? It has happended because
of the fact that we could ensure the gur
price for the growers that they get from
millowners. You may complain that he
goes by his own assessment of the situa-
tion and by his own experience. If he
would not have got that price, he would
not have gone the way they went during _
their regime and he would never have
gone for production at all. There may
be some areas. [ am not disputing that,.
Definitely, this has not created a
situation where he has come to the
conclusion that he would not go for
production. Had it been so, in three
consecutive years, he would not have
produced at this level. This itself testi-
fies that we have been able to ensure that
they are getting a good price and the mills
are compelled to take the sugarcanes so
that there is no diversion to gur and
khandsari. This is the reality. It is not
very difficult for an economist like Dr.
Subramaniam Swamy to understand it—I
am not talking of othets. If you want
to score a debating point, by all means,
have it. But, if you want to understand
the economy, definitely, you understand
this thing. It does not require an expla-
nation from me. And you shall have to
ensure that. You were talking of the
figure of Rs. 3/-. 1 would like to see
your calculation of the cost because I do
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not know whether you have taken into
account the rate of return also. You
would have taken that into account. We
are now maintaining that 659 of the
production is coming to be distributed
throught the public distribution system.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: Look
at the efficiency of Maharashtra in the
crushing ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : You
cannot accept that. You will have to
take the national average.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
W.P. is putting the whole country down,

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE i
Again it would be thecretical. A surgeon
who has mastered in theory would say
that he could operate the patient accord-
ing to the textbook. He operated the
patient according to the rules in the text-
book. But the patient died. He said’
what can I do ? Everything has been
done by me according to what has been
prescribed in the textbook. I had
applied my mind. For God's sake don't
apply your mind like that. As a theore-
tician, apply your mind as a practitioner
and as a pragmatist. What is the reality?
Economics is not like a physical science
which deals with human being or which
it deals with human behaviour. As far as
the Law of Gravitation or as far as
Third Law of Motion is concerned.
However, economic laws are not as con-
formed as thelaws in the Physical
Science or in Chemistry, Therefore, here,
you will have to apply your reality. And,
from that point of view, you will have to
see that option you have to keep with.

~ DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
You are subsidising U.P. with inefficiency.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : I am
not subsidising anybody with inefficiency
including you, What 1 am suggesting is
that we will have to maintain a situation
where prices are maintained at a reason-
able level. By the supply mechanism we
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can do that, So ,if I follow your policy,
certainly, the price of sugar will go down
no doubt, But, again, we will come to a
situation where the growers will not go
for more sugarcanes and there will be no
sugar left in the country, And whatever
bufferstocks we have cannot be put in
for an indefinite period. We shall have
to go in for the import. And we have to
strike a balance between the two.

Coming to edible oil, this is an item
where if there is a fall in pro-
duction, it will have a direct impact of
the drought. You may ask what steps
we have taken. We have taken sieps,
particularly, for the edible oil—the
groundnut oil —in Gujarat and sovabean
oil in Madhya Pradesh and other types of
oilseeds. Mr. Mirdha is not here. We
are not going to accept the recommenda-
tion of the Agricultural Prices Commis=
sion, In respect of the oilseeds the
Finance Ministry which is otherwise
conservative—if somebody asks for an
increase of Rs. 2 the Finance Ministry
says that you have an incrcase of
Rs. 1 —in case of oilseeds we went out
of the way and increased the price much
more than recommended by the APC.

MR. SPEAKER : I notice that the
people who presssd me hard to introduce
the subject for discussion and were so
vehement about this discussion on price
rise, I do not find a single face here.
Next time I am going to see to it . ....

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : 1
did not press for it and I am here.

MR, SPEAKER : That is why he is
referring to you. But not a single person
who was vociferous for this discussion is
present. It is all gimmick,

PROF. N.G. RANGA: It is all
politics. !

MR, SPEAKER : It is not a question
of politics. It is is a question of making
good use of this forum.
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SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDA-
VATE ; I would like to suggest that
discussion under Rule 193 should not be
taken at the end.

MR. SPEAKER : We took it up right
at the start, We have to make best use
of the time. Duty is duty. We have
to sit here and listen and not just speak
and gov away.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS, SPORTS AND
WORKS AND HOUSING (SHRE
RUTA SINGH) . Sir, when the prices
rise the commodities disappear and when
they stabilise the Members disappear.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Sir, even though one of the member of
our parly, Shri Bnim Singh’s daughter is
getting married today at Jaipur, | post-
poned my programme. So, you will

appreciate.  ([userruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE ; What
¥ was trying to point out was that these
are the commodities which have contri-
buted to a considerable extent in the rate
of inflation and they are largely affected
on account of drought. You say that
prices of some of the industrial commo-
dities have increased. Tea prices have
increased—though it is partly industrial
and partly agricultural. Here you have
to take a realistic view. You are taking
credit that you maintained cement price
at a particular level. What has been
effect ? There has been no -expansion
of the cement industry. Every year you
had to import 2 million tonnes. Now,
because of the present policy we will be
reaching the target not only in ' financial
outlay but also in physical terms. ' Cement
production is picking up. Cement pro-
duction is increasing. It has been ' said
that you are increasing adnunistered price.
What s the option left ? If you do mot
get th: cost reflected in the price mecha-
nism you will have to provide -subsidy.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :

Detrol is there.

Minisier on Price
Situation ‘Dis.)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : I am
coming to that. Now, the basic rational
to utilise the price mechanmism suitably in
order to ensure that cost get reflected
and if the cost does not get reflected in
the public sector you have to provide
budgetary support. There is no escape,
You cann't keep is under carpet. Either
you meet it budgetary support or get it
reflected in the genuine cost. So, what
is wrong in that mechanism?

You were talking of petroleum. What
was your total production ? It was only
11.8 million tonnes at the beginning of
the Plan and we have already reached 21
million tonnes and we will surpass the
Plan target at the end of 1985. It has
been possible not because of any magic
wand. It has been possible because we
have been able to increase the investment
more than twice in that sector and if you
are to increase the investment by more
than double then from where will you get
money? From heaven ! So, where would
you gets money from ?  You are saying
that the Plan'1s in doldrum. By what
standard? You yourself have told us not
once, at least half a dozen times you have
informed this House ““Look at the per-
formance of the Party, for the last 30
years the growth rate has been 3.5% from
the First Plan till the beginning of . the
current Plan and this year the target we
fixed—so far as the growth rate is con-
cerned—is 5.29. What has been the
growth rate of our country ? I need not
remind the distinguished economist that
even in 1982 83, as you would know, the
growth rate is 2%/. Three years’ average
growth rate is 5% and for the rest two
years, if you want to have a target of
5.2% you don't reqgiure 8% or 859 —if
you have 6% or 6.5%, growth rate in
1983-84 and 1984-85, you will reach ' the
target. He says that the Plan is in dol-
drum in financial terms.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
Why don’t you have a discussion ?

. SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : We
will have a discussion. Surely I am not
,to remind the figure because just if he
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calculates the budget of the last four
years. that is,

1980-81 -_ 14,832
1981-82 — 18,211
1982-83 —_ 21,356
1983-84 — 25,481

The hon. Member knows that I have al-
ready increased Rs, 500 crores so far as
the current year Central Plan is concerned.
The State have not been taken into
account. The total expenditure is going
to be more than Rs. 80,000 crores taking
the States, Centre and Union Territories
together. 1 am pot including in guessing
as to what would be the figure for the
final year. But even if you expect a
reasonable growth your plan is going 0
be much more than that of Rs. 97,500
crores which were envisaged in the Plan
document. Even if you give some allow-
ances for the inflation, you will find that
you are reaching the figure if not 1007,
but to a considerable extent and
you will ask what is the performance in
actual terms?  Sir, I would not like to
take much of your time by reaching out
the figures. But I would like to quote
the figures of targets for various items.
For foodgrains the target was 154 million
tonnes. This year wilth the expected
rabi crop, we are expecting 1o have 142
million tonnes and ore year is still left,
Now, do you expect that it will be short
of that ?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM
Yes, the way you are going......

SWAMY :

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE : Sir,
sugar production target was 7.6 million
tonnes, that means 76 lakh tonnes. We
have already reached 84 lakh tonnes. He
says the Plan is in doldrum. I am talk-
ing of reaching the physical target so far
as the Plan is concerned. The target for
coal production was fixed at 165 million
tonnes, According to the mid-term app-
raisal, it would be possible to reach the
mark of 154 million tonnes, About pet-
roleum product, 1 havefalready mentioned,
that we will surpass the target. In regard
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to Paper and Paper-board, the target
was 1500 thousand tonnes and we are -
reaching that target.

Now, you mentioned about cement.
The target for cement production was 34
to 34.5 million tonnes. We are reaching
the figure of 34 1o 35 million tonnes. It
will be a little more, not less, Same is
the position with the production of ferti-
liser both potash and nitrogenous and
natural rubber., Now, coming to power
generation, there is a short-fall and we
wanted to create the capacity 10 the extent
of 19,000 megawatts during the current
plan period. As per the present available
figures, it would be about 14000 mega-
watts. So you will say that there is a
slippage of about 5,000 megawatts, 1
would admit that. The capacity with
which we started the current Plan s
28,490 megawatts and within five years
you are adding 14,000 megawatts, 507/ of
the installed capacity. Is it a mean
achievement? By what standards ?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM
We can do better.

SWAMY :

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Ob-
viously, you can do better, and you did
much better from 1977 to 1980 and that
is why people thought that you should
do no better for God's sake and they got
rid of you.

When I say and when I read out these
figures, I do not claim that everything is
all right, we have to pay a heavy price.
If you want to maintain the agricultural
production at a certain level and provide
incentives to the growers, you must ensure
that they get remunerative price. We
bave increased wheat prices to the extent
of 30%, during the last four years. That
is why, we did not have much difficulty
despite the severe drought. What was
the shortfall in the production in the
drought which was there when you were
in power, and drought which we had,
and how we have been able to reduce the
shortage ? It is because that growers
are confident that they will get, if not the
expected prices, at least the price, with
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which they can carry on. Even Ican go
with the hon, Member, Shri Rakesh that
the farmer is fiot getting the expected
price. But it is not the situation, where
he will go back and he will not produce,
We have increased the prices of whent
to the extent of 30%, and at the same
time we have taken care of the weaker
sections of the community. 1 will admit
that 1 have not been able to protect the
interests of the unorganised sector, but
one hon. Member mentioned about the
difficulties of the organised sector. What
is the complaint -from the organised
sector ? In the public sector, the wage
increase in the last decade is four times.
And even if you take into account the
consumer price index, in the last decade,
it is two and a half times. And still, we
g0 on demanding more liberalised dear-
ness allowance formula, neutralisation at
higher point, and if the Government does
not agree, you say that they will go on
strike. 192 crores of rupees on coal
wages agreement alone, and you wll
describe that this Government is anti-
workers,

Come to the lowest paid Central
Government employees. 1 have got the
figures with them -«(Interruptions) Salary
of the low paid Central Government em-
ployees on 1-1-1980 was Rs. 332.90 ; on
1-7-1983 it was Rs, 531.9); increase is
59,789 in three years, and the increase
in the consumer price index—I am not
talking of the wholesale price index—
t'!uring this period is 45.8%, and increase
In real terms is 9.69, But 1 have not
bt_ecn able to protect the entire unorga-
nised sector, --(lﬂ.ffﬂ"l{.\‘?ffoﬂf}‘ But you
forget totally that a vulnerable section of
the society has been protected. Public
sector employees have been protected,
_Iow paid Government employees have
been protected, and they have been insula-
ted from the impact of the rising prices.
That is the limited point I am trying to
make out.

So far as the farmers are concerned,
if not full, to a considerable extent, we
have been able to give them the price with

. Minister on Price
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For the other unorganised sector, we
ought to improve the public distribution
system. There are no two opinions,
All of you have suggested that this insti-
tution is to be strengthened, but it is to be
strengthened by the State Governments
in cooperation with the Centre. We want
to strenthened it, we want to bring more
and more commodities within the public
distribution system, but at the same time,
you shall have to keep in mind..,
(Interruprions). 1 am not taking of Jam-
mu and Kashmir which does not produ-
duce anything because of its geographi-
cal conditions, but I am talking of a
State where the food production, both
rice and wheat is of substantial quantity.
If the State Government does not take
any decision to procure foodgrains, and
then claim that everything should be given
from the Central, pool, how can that be?

I am not mentioning any particular
State, but it has been our experience, be-
cause procurement afterall is not a very
popular job. Taxation, procurement,
levy, these things are not popular things,
Therefore, these unpopular things ought
to be done by somebody and somebody
else will have to provide them the
material It is not puossible., If every
State does not go for a procurement -
in a big way, why the entire job should
be left to two or three Siates ? A come
plaint has been made why the rice quota
has been reduced so far as Kerala is con-
cerned 7 It is because of the obvious
reasons. It is because the rice production
went down by 6 to 7 million tonne. We
tried to import and a little bit import we
could do and with the stock available
whatever was possible, we have been able
to maintain it. But I do not admit that
I have not been able to maintain it to the
fullest extent possible.

19 hrs.

One more suggestion has come and
there very often figures are quoted. I

" don’t know exactly what has been the ex-

penditure on Asiad. Why don't you put
a question Scraightway. You say it is
Rs. 1500 crores, Rs. 1600 or Rs. 1700
crores.

'DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : We
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did not a question, but he does not give
the total picture. He only gives for the
Ministry.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Say,
from where are you getting these figures ?
1 reached 1o it even when I replied to be
debate and | would like 10 get the con-
firmation from the Hon, Members to let
me know the source on the basis of which
they have been saying Rs. 1600 or Rs.
1700 crores. Dr. Swamy you have spo-
ken it is Rs, 1600 crores and Mr. Chitta
Basu has said it is Rs. 1700. Which is
the source, please let me know.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : Source is
the newspapers.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : For-
get about newspapers, you are Members
of Parliament. Money has been spent in
Delhi for the Asiad. Money has not been
spent from the heavons. So, money has
been spent by some agency either the
DDA, NDMC or the Delhi administra=
tion, If you add all the devclopmental
budget of these organisations, what is the
figure you get 7 Give me that figure. It
is to my advantage that no body is going
to give anything in writing. If I would
have said, immediately you would have
jumped and brought haif a dozen charges
against me, But you calculate all the
developmental budget of that particular
year of all the agencies who are supposed
to spend on it.

Yes, one may take the view that what-
ever money has been spent on Asiad isa
wasteful expenditure. 1 may take the
view it is not a wasteful expenditure. And
I want to point out that it has not been
done with that much amount.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
What amount is there 7

SHR1 PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: 1
think I myself have given the figure thrice.
It is not readily available because I
thought that Asiad debate has been_com-
pleted. : )
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Secondly, you are talk'mz of the non-
developmental expenditure. I gave the
figure, - The Hon. Member from Kashmir
was not present there at that time. I said
72.6 percent of our total non-plan
revenue expenditure are on three ac-
counts—defence, interest payments and
subsidies.. 1 leave it to you, You sug-
gest to me if 1 should reduce the ex-
penditure on subsidies. But all of yon
have suggested I have more on subsidy.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: Leaving
these sector apart, do you say there is no
wasteful expenditure ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE , Have
patience to listen to me. | am giving you
the figures not for on: year, bui for four
years. In 1980-81 it was Rs. 11,213 ciores
as total non-plan expenditure of the Cen-
tre. Defence—Rs. 3,867 ; interest pay-
ment —Rs. 2,695 ; Subsid es—Rs. 1,577.
In terms of percentage, .t is Rs. 72.6 In
198182, it was Rs. 13,354 ; Rs. 4,652,
Rs. 3,269 and 1,846. In terms of per-
centage it is 73.1. Simlarly, in 1982 83,
it is 72.9% on these three accounts only.
Therefore, you have option from that—
287 0r 27%o0r 25%0f the total non-plan ex-
penditure, And there too I mentioned that
sometimes all non-plan expenditure is not
non-developmental expenditure. The as-
sets which you create in one¢-plan—for in-
stance one Hospital that you create in
one Plan—in that year that expenditure is
part of the plan expenditure But for
the maintenance of it in the Second Plan,
it is non-plan expenditure. Therefore, all
non-plan expenditure essentially is not a
non developmental expenditure. But there
are certain areas where we are trying to
reduce. In fact, we have reduced to a
considcrable extent the non-developmental
expenditure. If the scope is there, I would
definitely try to do so.

The question of deficit financing has
also been raised. 1 personally do not like
to have deficit financing to a considerable
extent ; but in a developing economy like
curs, when I am to mop up the resources
for huge developmental outlay. You shall
have to keep in mind that we don’t have
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to fight only on one fromt. During the
current Plan period, I had to take care of
Rs. 1743 crores of overdrafts (of State
Governments, And still there are some

overdrafts.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Most of them are inefficient Congress (1)

Governments.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE ;: One
of them is the most well managed
Government, according to you, of a non-
Congress (I) party. At least a few of
them. Now even your Government is
running for overdrafts,

So, I am trying to do so; but at the
same time, you shall have to keep in mind
that there is some difficulty. [ can take
strong measures, if you just tell me that
you want me to do it. I can take them
there are no two opinions on it. But
non of you will come to my rescue. All
of you will say that the Centre is bulldoz-
ing. My point is: I don’t mind even
deficit financing, if a sizeable amount of
that money is spent for development, and
not for mere populism. That is what 1
mentioned, viz. that even within the con-
straints I find that one State can spend
Rs, 33/- out of every Rs. 100/- of revenue
and capital expenditure on development.
while another State can spend only Rs.
17/-, And the State which will spend
Rs. 17/- will cry that its development js
not taking place. I say that you cannot
have both at the same time.

So, my limited point is that we have
not sacrificed the lan; we have main-
tained the developmental tempo, We
have been able to keep the rate of infla-
tion within manageable limits ; and at the
same time, we have kept a constant watch
so that it does not go beyond point,

A point about consumer price index

has been raised. I have replied to that :

in my own statement, I have said that the
latest figure I have, has crossed two digits.
It is 1049, What I expected was, if the
normal pattern would have followed in
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the current year, perhaps the situation
would have been easier. But when the
situation is not easier, we shall have to
take some more straight measures, |
have identified certain measures both on
the demand side; and the supply side.
Recently I have taken a policy decision.
Somebody has expressed concern whether
it will just create a situation where the
genuine productive sectors will not get
credit, That is not the point, If you
look at the growth of liquidity in _the
banking sector in the first six months, it
was about Rs, 900 crores more than what
was anticipated. So, with the latest deci-
sion of impounding 10% incremental time
deposits, I do hope it will be possible to
mop up the excess liquidity from that
system, But at the same time, industrial
activities are expected to pick up, and
they have actually started picking up,
Drought did not have effect only on pri-
mars and agricultural commodities, As I
mentioned on earlier occasions, there
major fndustrialized States depend totally
on the hydel source of electricity,  When
there is no adequate rain, it does affect
not only our agricultural production. It
affects electricity generation also, and in
that process, it creates a problem for
manufacturing activities  So, it has had
wide effect and the impact was felt, viz,
dela,-,[, As result we found that it s
creating this problem,

One hon. Member raised the question
of money supply. As I mentioned, upto
October last time—I am talking in per-
centage terms—it was 8.2% in 1982.83:
and this year it is a little mere viz, 9.73/'
But we shall have to take the respo -
lity. Mr. Mirdha is not here. In respect
of coarse grains, coarse grains prices were
crashing and we were giving encourage
mellll you produce bajra, you produce
maize and you produce other types of
coarse grains; and if the prices collapse
naturally, next time, he will not prOdl.lce:
So, you cannot take advantage of it in
order to get relected in your inddex. We
shall ha:ve to ask certain organisations
to step in, intervenue and ensure (hat the
prices do not collapse.

WthTixd SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :

y you call ‘
S back your loan from
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : What
you say is not correct. 1 am really
surprised what made you worry about
increase in the gold prices. T did not
know that gold is an item of common

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
You made a campaign issue, so, I said,
you had to answer it.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : We
will make a campaign issue, Why I am
telling you this is every time international
gold price is cheaper than our domestic
price; and the reasons are known to you
that firstly our mnes are deepest mines;
secondly, the quality of the gold bearing
ores is of inferior quality. Our cost of
mining is more; that is why our gold is
costlier. It is known universally.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
If you permit me, for the benefit of your
ignorant colleagues, please tell us whether
gold stocks were depleted during the

Janata Party.

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDA-
VATE : We did not know about it at
that time.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
Did the gold stock go up or go down ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE :
Since you did the gold auctfon, I had to
place the report, That is the reason why
it has happened.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Did the gold stock in the Reserve Bank
g0 up or go down during Janata Party
rule ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE
Precisely because of that you distorted
gold Policy and we told that this was the
political venture; our gold stock was so
insignificant that neither you could make
up your budgetary deficit nor could you
control the situation arising out of the
smuggling into the country.
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DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : Did
the cold stock during the Janata Party go

up or down ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE :
Every year it will increase because of the
policy. So, every Finance Minister can
take credit during his period that gold
stock has increased; it is nothing parti-
cular because we purchased gold; we did
not allow others. The entire gold which
is being mined in this country is being
purchased by the government. So,
nothing unusual.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : It
means it had increased.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : That
is nothing unusual,

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Please tell your colleagues.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE :
There is nothing to tell our colleagues. I
think most of the points raised by the
hon. members have been covered; and as
I mentioned or rather started my obser-
vation that definitely the situation requires
a careful handling, the situatton requires
a strong action, but, at the same time, it
is not alarming and we should not inject
an alarm in the system and get people
scared that it is unmanageable; it is not
within control. The situatien is well
under control and it would be for us to
manage it and to ensure that we are in
a position to keep it within the manage-

able limit.

19,12 brs,

MESSAGES FROM RAJYA SABHA

SECRETARY : Sir, I have to report
the following messages received from the
Secretary-General of Rajya Sabha :—

(iy “In. accordance with the provi-
sions of rule 127:0of the Rules of



573

(ii)

Message from GRAHAYAANA 1, 1905 (SAKA) Message from 574
Rojya Sabha Rajya Sabha
Procedure and Conduct of Busi- (iij) “In accordance with the provi-
ness in the Rajya Sabha, I am sions of rule 127 of the Rules of
directed to inform the Lok Sabha Procedure and Conduct of Busi-
that the Rajya Sabha, at its sit- ness in Rajya Sabha, I am direct-
ting held on the 2ist November, ed to inform the Lok Sabha that
1983, agreed without any amend- the Rajya Sabha, at its sitting
ment to the Punjab Disturbed held on the 21st November, 1983,
Areas Bill, 1983, which was agreed without any amendment
passed by the Lok Sabha at its to the Armed Forces (Punjab and
sitting held on the 17th Novem- Chandigarh) Special Powers Bill,
ber, 1983,” 1983, which was passed by the
Lok Sabha at its sitting held on
the 17th November, 1983.”
“In acccordance with the provi-
sions of rule 127 of the Ru]es} of MR. SPEAKER : The House stands

Procedures and Conduct of Busi-
ness in the Rajya Sabha, I am
directed to inform the Lok
Sabha that the Rajya Sabha
at its sitting held on the 2lst
November, 1933, agreed without
any amendment to the Chandigarh
Disturbed Areas Bill, 1983, which
was passed by the Lok Sabha at
its sitting held on the 17th Novem-
ber, 1983,

adjourned to meet
1983 ; at 11 A.M.

on 1st December,

19.14 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven

of the Clock on Thursday, December 1,
1983 Agrahayana 10, 1903 (Saka)



