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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

DEVASTATION CAUSED BY TORNADO
HITTING DELHI

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA
(Delhi Sadar): I call the attention
of the Minister of Home Affairs to
the tornado hiiting Delhi causing
heavy loss of life and property and
the steps taken by Government to
meet the situation and request
him to make a statement thereon.

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL):
Sir, on the evening of 1Tth March,
1978, a fast moving tornado, accom-
panied by rain, hit some areas of
North Delhi., This freak natural
calamity caused considerable damage
to life and property in the Univeraity
area and parts of Kingsway Camp,
Roshan Ara Road, Haquiqat Nagar
and Probyn Road. The devastating
tornado lasted for less than five
minutes resulting 1n severe damuge
to buildings of various colleges, Jtnur
structures and electric poles etc.
Some vehicles in the passage of the
tornado were also thrown off the
ground.

The police, fire-brigade and officials
of the Delhi Administration reached
the effected area within minutes cf
the receipt of information.

A massive rescue and relief opera-
tion was launched immediately there-
after. Mobile emergency force,
police, fire-brigade, DESU and Cor-
poration staff, aided by students of
the colleges, conducted the rescue
operations. The injured persons
wers rushed to hospitals for medical
aid. A makeshift camp office was
set up by the Administration in the
vicinity of Khalsa College to co-ordi-
nate relief and rescue goperations.
Dactors at various hospitals worked
round the clock to attend to the
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injured. A Control Room, manned
by a Magistrate, has been established
in the office of the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Delhi.

According to the latest information,
28 persons lost their lives. In addi-
tion, 104 persons are still admitted in
various hospitals, out of whom 1 is
reported to be in serious condition.
712 persong have been discharged from
the hospitals after receiving medical
treatment.

The loss to property has been ten-
tatively assessed at Rs. 1 crores
Most of the damage caused was to
college buildings, Delhi Transport
Corporation and other Government
institutions,

The Delhi Administration has sanc-
tioned a sum of Rs. 2500 to the
families of each of the deceased per-
song as gratuitous relief. The affect-
ed jhugg: dwellers were given clothes
and utensils by the Red Cross. Some
voluntary organisations also assisted
in providing relief,

An assistance of Rs 1 lakh from
the Prure Minister’s Relhief Fund has
been announced to ameliorate the dis-
tress of the to radiv victims, Relief
and restoration work is going on at
full speed.
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SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA
What specific proposals has he got?

MR SPEAKER He smid the matter
will be looked into

SHR1I KANWAR LAL GUPTA-
Will he have a study made into it?

MR SPEAKER He said that it 1s
a difficult matter But, he would look
nto it
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“Dr. Y. P. Rao, Chief of IMD
said that tornado—also known as a
funnel-shaped fury—is a rare phe-
nomenon in India although very
common in the United States.

Dr, Rag said it was perhaps the
first tornado to strike Delhi accord-
ing to the IMD record. One tornado
struck Punjab three years ago, but
according to Dr. Rao the frequency
of tornado in India is about one in
fifteen years, The forecasting of
tornado is said to be difficult be-
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cause it is very brief, even deve-
loping almost suddenly, Usually
it lasts for a few minutes.”
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SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER (Durgapur): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
first 1 express .y heart-felt grief and
condolence to the bereaved families
At the time of discussion regarding
Andhra cyclone many hon'ble Mem-
bers accused the State Government,
the All India Radio and the district
and local authorities due to the
fallure of the respective departments
fo give the necessary warning.
Hon'ble Members alsp accused the
Metrological Department for their
failure to forecast the cyclone. But
here in Delhi on 17th March the
cyclone hit North Delhi suddenly.
Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta has describ-
ed the loss of lives and the other loss
which is to the tune of Rs 1 crore,
Here I would like to quote the Times
of India newspaper dated 18th March:

“The Meterological Office at
Safdarjang was unable to provide
much information hampered by lack
of observatory in North Delhi...."”

1 am not satisfled with the answer
given by the hon. Minister that due
to paucity of fund “we cannot afford
the modern scientific equipment for
forecasting this type of cyclone”.
But you know, Sir, there are so many
lakhs of people in the Capital, the
International Airport is there and the
radar system is also there. I want a
categorical reply from. the hon. Minis-
ter whether he wil] institute an En-
quiry Committee for the failure of
weather forecasting on account of
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which North Delhi was faced with
such & kind of calamity on 17th. I also
want to know whether he will sane-
tion about Rs. 10,000 each to the
bereaved families and whether the
Government will provide suitable jobs
to one of the members of the bereaved
families, I also want to know whe-
ther the Government will sanction
money to these slum dwellers who
have lost their jhuggis and jhompris
80 that they may rebuild thenr
jhompris. One more point 1 would
like to know from: the hon. Minister
is whether his Government will sanc-
tion money for the installation of
scientific equipments for forecasting
of this kind of cyclone,

SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL:
Sir, there is no question of setting
up of any Enquiry Committee to go
into this question. As I have already
stated, it is very difficult Even in
the United States, it is very difficult
to forecast exactly where it will take
place and when it will take place. So,
I do not think that there is any point
in setting up any enquiry for this
purpose, for the failure ag the hon.
Member said, As regards jhuggi and
Jhompri people, I have already stated
that certain steps have been taken by
the Government and we are consi-
dering what further steps have to be
taken. As regards compensation, I
hag already assured and 1 cannot
commit myself to the exact guantum
of amount.

SHRI SIVAJI PATNAIK (Bhubane-
swar): I am not satisfled with the
Minister's $tatement that the Enquiry
cannot take place, Since all the alle-
gations are fhere, the enquiry can
take place. But if the Meteorological
Department js provided with the
latest equipments, the Tornado could
have been forecast So, I would like
to know exactly whether steps will
be taken to provide the latest equip-
menty to the Meteorological Depart-
ment so that forecasting can be done
in advance.

MR. SPEAKER: He has already
answered the question,
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SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL:
I have already answered this question.

MR. SPEAKER: He has said that
it is not possible even in the United
States to forecast this in advance.

12.54 hrs,
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

SIXTY-SECOND AND SIXTY-THIRD REFORT

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN (Idukki):
Sir, 1 beg to present the following
Reports of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee:

(1) Sixty-second Report on action
taken by Government on the re-
commendations of the Committee
contained in their Two Hundred
and Thirty-first Report (Fifth Lok
Sabha) relating to ‘Procurement of
Oil"—Mnistry of Defence.

(2) Sixty-third Report on action
taken by Government on the re-
commendations of the Committee
contained in their Two Hundred
and Twenty-ninth Report (Fifth
Lok Sabha) relating to ‘Procure-
ment of Finances and Disposal of
Fired Empty Cartridge Cases' Mini-
stry of Defence.

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
NintH REPORT AND THE MINUTES

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN
SINHA (Aurangabad): Sir, T beg to
present the following Report and
Minutes of the Estimates Commit-
tee:—

(1) Ninth Report on Ministry of

Education and Social Welfare—
Higher Technical Education.

(2) Minutes of the sittings of the

Committee relating to the above

Report.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA:
(Delhi Sadar): I raised this question,

and Minutes 530

But it is coming up tomorrow. How
can he make a statement?

MR. SPEAKER: It is up to him to
make a statement; I cannot direct one
way or the gther. He has given notice
and it has been listed; it is up to him
to decide.

SHRI C, M. STEPHEN (Idukki):
When this was raised, he gave an as-
surance to the House that a statement
would be made here on Monday. It
was listed yesterday but the state-
ment could not be made. Therefore
it is listed today; the statement should
be made.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL):
Since an adjournment motion has
been admitted on this point, the state-
ment is not necessary.

MR. SPEAKER: 8o, he does not
propose to make a statement.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat): I
sought your permission to ralse a
matter of importance.

MR. SPEAKER: You did not say
wheher you got the permission; you
only sought my permission.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: I shall take
only two minutes. I rise to draw the
attention of Minister of Finance to an
important matler relating to the strike
of the 5000 officers of the LIC. They
are now squalting before the boat-
club; they have started an agitation
from 8th March. They want imme-
diate annulment.

MR. SPEAKER: That question is
coming up tomorrow, I asked you fo
give me a 377 statement which you
did not glve.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: There is no
harm even then, jn mentioning it. I
have a right under rule 377 to men-
tion it and I have sought permission
for it; I have also given notice to you



