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RAILWAY BUDGET, 1978-79—GEN-
ERAL DISCUSSION

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now we take up
'‘eneral discussion on the Railway
Budget. Mr. Qureshi.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI
{Anantnag): Madam Chairman, I am
realy 1n a fix whether 1 should con-
gratulate the hon. Minister for Rail-
ways lor presenting the Budget, but
I have to Le 1:alistic. I have to give
him bouquets for the good work he
ha, done and not brickbats for the
bad work he is doing

I am now drawing his attention to
the last page of his speech wherein
he has stated discussing about the pro-
gresg he has made in the working of
the Railways:

“This has been possible by the hard
work put in by all categories of
Ruilwaymen gnd their unstinted co-
operation jn improving railway ope.
raticns. The commendable perfor-
mance of the Railwaymen during
the current financial year, has ex-
ploded the myth that only enforc
ed discipline of the Emergency Era
could achieve better resvlits.”

I think, he has not been wvery fair to
the previous Government on what he
inherited from that Governmeni. I
would like to refresh his memoray
from his own document. Here is the
Annual Report & Accounts for 1976-
77 where 1t 1s said:

“Railways' performance  during
1876-77, both physical and financial,
was far better when esmpared to

the previous year. A significant in-
crea:- in both trafic hauled and
passengers booked, aided by better
efMciency and tighter expenditure
control ensbled the Railways to
close the year with a sizeable sur-
plus of Rs. B7.24 crores.”

I think, this is the perfod, when he
had hardly taken over the Ministry.

In the same booklet it is said fur.
ther:

“The performance of the Railways
during the year was a testimony to
the high culibre of the men and
women employed at all ievels and
their unfmling commitment to the
tasks assigned to them.”

1 think, 1t 15 high time that he came
out from the hangover of the Emer-
gency and gave Parliament the correct
assessment of things, as to what he
took over from the previous Govern-
ment.

I would like to remind him—he
knows that the year 1976-77 was
reallv a turning pomnt for the Rail-
ways What was happening in 1874-
75, I will go into when | discuss the
problems of labour and the Unions in
the Railways But In 1876.77. the
gros: {iraffic receipt rose by 12.5 per
cent, and the rmlway freight traffic
touched a record high in 1976-77. The
total revenuc-earming [fro:ght  traf-
file amounted to 212.27 million tonnes,
which was 1548 million tonnes more
than jn the previous year and 6.27
million tonnes above the target which
was fixed for 1876-77. [ would re-
mind the hon. Minister that, while
taking credit for the good job he 1s
doing now, he should nol forget that
the legacy left by the previous Gov-
ernment wag really something which
was very very remarkable. It is
hopped from the hon. Minister that he
will malntain the efficlency and the
progress of the Railways as he |n.
herited it from the previous Govern-
ment. ...
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF MADHU DANDAVATE):
Lest you start on the wrong assump-
tion, I want to make it clear that I
Lave in fact, in that very paragraph
concoded that, during the Emergency,
The progress was good, but we have
explained the myth that only under
the enforced discipline of the Emer-
grncy can results be produced

SHRI MOHD SHAFI1
That Is my contention
forced disciphne

QURESHI
It was not en-

AN HON MEMBER
imposed discipline

It was a self-

SHRI MOHD SHAFI QURESH! If
discipline means catching people tra
velling without tickets and catching
rrople who are gelling tickets outside
tl ¢ Raillway Station and looting people
fair enough yes You must take it
that Emergency 1o that extent was
good 1t did a tremendous good to the
country But the gquestion 15 you
should not mix up everything Every
thing about the Emergency was not
bad

Then Madam hoth the surburban
and the non suburban passenger
traffic rose by 917 per rent and 13 16
per cent respecltively in the year as
compared with 197576 Conseguently
the Indian Raillways which have been
running a string of deficits since
1973-74 turned the coiner i1n 1976-77

But Madam, all the achievements
of the Minister during the year are
not completely washed away, but
partly washed away by the record he
hag set also in the rate ot accidents
that have taken place during his one
vears term The rate of accidents
du-ing 1977 78 has doubled as com-
pared to 1876 77 and I think this 1s
something about which the Mimster
should have made a mention in the
Budget Speech But, instead of mak-
ing any reference to this gruesome
situation in the Indian Railways, he
tried 1o skip it over by simply saying
that he 1s spending a lac of rupees
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per day on petroling the track But,
it 15 the pnimary duty of the Ralways
to see thai the passengers earried in
the trains are safely taken to their
destination People want faster travel:
fair enough But they want safer
travel also 1 am sorry the Minster
has not made any mention of the rate
of accidents and the mode of accidents
which have taken piace He has only
said there have been cases of sabot-
age and it 15 due to sabotage that rail
accidents have taken place It would
have been more appropriate for the
Minister to have taken the Parliament
into confidence in stating as to what
were the areas in which sabotage was
taking place But, looking at the
figures for 1976-77 so far his Mimstry
has been also to clasufy under ‘sabot-
age only two accidents out of 442
accidenis reported so far I think that
it 18 not enough to say and to blame
every raillway accident es an act of
sabolage he has to go deeper into the
whol. problem And I am sure 1t 18
also no remedy that he goes and spends
a lakh of rupees on petrolling the en-
tue track He cannot because I think
move than 6500 kilometres of Indian
Raulway lineg are spread like arteries
n the human body and it 15 physically
mpossible for the Government to
peirol every kilometre of the ralway
track So what 15 requured 18 In
certain areas which had been identifi-
«d earlier and which might have been
identified now the organisational set.
up and the Administration has to be
tightened up

I am sorry to point out thal s
Budget does not reveal very bold imi-
tiative so far as restructuring of the
Railway Administration 18 concerned.
He hag made much of the restructur-
mng of the Raillway Board and 1t can
please people outsmde but, looking at
the financial aspect or savings, if he
looks at the Demands for Grants, for
expenditure on the Central Govern-
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ment Railways for 1977-78, the first
page shows the expenditure on the
Railway Board. In 1976-77 the ex-
penditure was Rs. 43,067,000 and in the
Budget Estimates for 1977-78 it has
gone up to Rs. 46,68,000 and in the
Budget Estimates for 1978-79 the ex-
penditure will go further up to
Rs. 47,45,000. What has been done is
that the recommendations of the Ad-
ministrative Reforms Commission have
been accepted. But I would request
the Hon. Minister to say in all sincerity
whether he is satisfled with this type
of arrangement. What has been done
is, the number of Members of the Rail.
way Board is the same. ] am not for
abolition of the Railway Board.
I am in favour of retaining the Rail-
way Board, because 1t has been func-
tioning very nicely so far. My only
submussion 15 that the Railway Board
is a very consclous horse, it knows the
rider If the rider 15 weak and jittery
he is bound to be thrown over and
if the rider knows his job well and
he knowg how to tackle the situation,
I am sure, he will be able to set right
this horse and run on the track But
what has been done 15 that the posts
of the Additional Members, Railway
Board, have been reduced on the one
hand, but they have been designated
a5 Adwvisers In terms of expenditure,
it has gone up, 1t has not come down
= Previously also, it was the Railway
Board, which wasg taking decisions,
today also 1t continucs to have the
same functions. To make a big show
that the Minister has made very huge
savings by restructuring the Railway
Board 15 mol correet, [ think, much
needs 1o be done about il

In the same context. he talked about
the delegation of powers I quite agree
that the powers have to Le delegated
from the Minister 1o the Railway Board
and from the Railway Board io the
various »ones. But you must assurc
that even in zones these powers go
down the line and they are not con-
centrated 1n one person. It 18 no use
taking powers from tfhe Minister and
keeping it with the Ralway Board,
or taking powers from the Railway

Board and keeping it with the Zonal
Managers. The Zonal Manager must
give these powers further down the
line. I would request the Minister
now that he has got more money to
spend and more time to devote to rail-
ways, he must strengthen the organiza-
tion at the divisional level, because
the divisional superintendent is the
kingpin of the entire railway adminis-
tration. It is here that his status has
to be raised. I am sure that the hon
Minister will give due thought to my
suggestion

The hon. Minister has also been talk-
ing about the social burdens which
he has to carry to the tune of about
Rs. 170 crores. QOut of this, Rs. 69
crores are accounted for earrying low-
freighted traffic which benefits trade
and industry. 1 would request the
hon. Minister to tell us whether any
exercise hag been done or 15 being
carried out to find out whether those
industries which are getting this benefit
and getting the material at below cost
price are also reducing the price of
the commodities that they are pro-
ducing for the consumers. This 1s be-
cause there has to be a link between
the two [If the trade and industry
15 getting cerlain raw material at &
low cost, low treight, then it must
reflect 1n the cost of production of
that particular commodity, so that the
ullimate aim io help the consumer,
to benefllt the consumer 1s achieved
This 15 where 1 would request the
hon. Mimster to take necessary action
He has now appointed a Commitice;
he has not done a very wise thing.
He could have taken a decision himsel!
with his experience of over one year
and with his background of a profes-
sor. He woula have called all the off
cery and discussed the muatter with
them threadbare and taken a decision
within three months He has now
appointed a Committee under a judge
of the High Court to po into the whole
pamut of feight trafie They are
going to submit a report. but that re.
port will never see the hight of day. It
would have been much better if the
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decision had been taken at hig own
level and then be would have been
able to justify the appoinfment of the
Committee To my mind, it appears
that the appointment of the Commut-
tee wou'i delay matters, but ths 15

very important 1ssue to which you
l‘uver{o give your concentrated energy
and eflart.

Now I am coming to another point
and that 15 whe we are thunking of
the ra:l iransport in the couniry we
bhave also to consiu:r  coordination
among \Jr vuy modes of transport like
the rosd transport st transport rail-
way lranspor' air transport and 1n
land water transport We have seen
{hat uptil now ¢ © ey 0f TUpEES have
invested by the Raillways in various
State Road Tranwpert Corporations
primarily with a view to regulate rail-
road coordination wmn varwus States
but I am sorry 1o pont out that no
substantial result has been achieved so
far Even though the raillways are
getting adequate 1eturn oun thar in-
vestment in the form 1 ixed rate of
interest yet the aim of rail road <o
ordination has not been achicved The
mam reason s that the representa-
tives of the Rallway Board who are on
the Board of Directors of these Cor-
porations, do not play an effective role
in these Boards because they nr:
umor officers They are nommnate
:.l Directors there whereas the State
Boards have got people of lugher
status So 1t becomes very difficult
for these jumor officers to make any
worthwhile contributon in the rail-
road co-ordination I thank crores of
rupees have been spent so far without
achieving any results What 18 hap-
penening 18 that instead of achieveing
rail road co-ordination there 1s rail-
road competition The State Govern-
ments are sgulng road permuts for
various reasons with the result that
rail communicstion 1n that area
becomes uneconomic I am of the

view that where road transport can
hqul passengers and goods in a more
satisfactory way we should meld the
ground to road fransport But, where
railways can function in a better and
more efficient way the Ralway should
be the main means of transport 1n
that area so that co ordination bet-
ween road and rail transport is achie-
ved

I would also pomnt out to the rail-
way Minisier one or iwo things Now,
I take up our production units—the
CLW DLW and the ICk Although the
cost of production of the locomotives
and the coaches may not be compara-
ble to similar locomotives and coaches
imported earher attempts should be
made to hind out as to what 18 the
actudl cost of production of these loco-
motives and coaches which are pro
duced 1n these umits [his 1» 1mpor-
tant lrom t{wo angles One 1 that
first of all we must know as to withun
our own units what 15 the real cost
of production Seccondly whefl we are
thinking 1n terms of exports we may
not live in 4 sheltered market and we
are having 4 lerce competition i the
world market where price and quality
of the goods count A conutry hke
Pakistan 15 now exporting wagon. gnd
coaches to Bangladesh Iossibly we are
better people to supply them beeause
we have got all the technical knowhow
Likew s« when we talk of collabora
tons sometime. we must see whether
the collaborators are producing similar
locomotives in their own couniry and
what 15 their cost of production
because thiy cost comparison 18 very
important It i1s not only thal you
utiise your capacity fully to reduce
the cost ot production but you have
also to see that the cost of produc-
tion remains within reasonable lLimits
so that when we go into the export
market we can compete in the world
market

I am also happy that indigenous com.
ponents and spares are now being pro
duced which 15 a very good steps and
this was taken up in 1975 when a deci-
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sion was taken under the 20-point pro-
gramme to  become self-reliant and
that was one of the ressons why the
railways have to go in for indegenisa-
tion.

I am happy that the railways. are
saving quite a lot of money and he
made a reference to the savings in
his speech also. It iz a fact that our
import content has come dewn and we
are less dependent on foreign countries
for imports. But may I draw the at-
tention of the railway Minister to one
fact. What is the reason that you
are having an organization-of Railway
Adviser to the High Commissioner of
India in UK as also in Berne, Paris
and an Indian Mission in Japan anda
Railway Adviser to the High Commis-
sioner of India in Dacea. On the one
hund your purchases from foraign
corntries sre coming down but your
poustings of certain close ones—these
ure wvery favourite postings- remain.
What arc you doing from Berne? What
are you doing from Switzerland. these
world health resorts? May I know?
When you are talking of curtailing the
expenditure on raillways, you are
spending more than 17 lakhs of rupees
in maintaining these various offices.
When we have got in  the USA an
India Purchase Mission and we have
¥ol with every Ambassador, an offi-
cer attached what 15 the purpose of
I'aving these Advisers? Would you
make an inquiry from your Ministry
as tc how many officers were sent from
your Railway Ministry and from the
wvarious rones to go there and get
these foreign components and spares
in time? 1f this study is made, you
will find somthing revesling. There
are certain areag where you are real-
ly effect ecomomy.

Then another arem where you can
effect economy is the Railway Rates
Tribunal Now the expenditure on
this body is Rs. 4 lakhs It is surpris-
ing and possibly revealing to the hon.
Minister also, that in the last five
vears thiz Railways Rate Tribunal
has taken up only 4 cases. They are
not deciding it, because once it is deci-

ded they are left with no work.
Because some judge of the High Court
has to be maintained one way or the
other thersfore this Railway Rates Tri-
bunal is eontinuing.

AN HON. MEMBER: It was your
failure.

SHRI MOHD. SHAF] QURESHL: 1
am very sorry for it. If it was, I
tried to throw him out, if I  could.
Therefore, I am seeking the help of
iy friend. After all we are to work
for the country, Therefore, I tell him
thet he should kindly look into the
that he should kindly louk into the
Railway Rates Tribunal. He has al-
ready got a Committee to look into the
freight gtructure of the Railways. Let
the Committee do this work. Side by
side he has got the Railway Rates Tri-
bunal.

Not.ody goes there. Suppose a man
in Delhi has some grievance against
certain freight structure of the Rail-
ways. would he go all the way to
Madras to file the petiion before the
Commission which does not Zive any
decisions in time® [If it gives decisions
then it will he without work.

These are certan areas where he
could really effect some economy.

Then there 15 some sort of Rallway
Conference going on. 1 do not know
what it is. Wil] you look into these
various organisahons because these
are spread so vast and so thin that
the hon. mimster may not be able to
fully realise the spread and utility of
these organisations?

Another point which I would like
to make is about the pensioners. This
pension scheme was introduced on
the Indian Railways as a social secu-
rity measure on 16th November, 1957.
All railway servants who joined ser-
viee on or after that date are govern-
ed compulsorily by the pension
scheme. Others were given option
upto 21st October, 1972 either to re-
tain the retirement henefif under the
Contributory Provident Fynd Scheme
or to come over to pension scheme.



335 Railway Budget

[Shr Mohd Shafi Qureshi]

As the pension scheme offers better
security to the employees and their
families the date of option may fur-
ther be extended angd that the scheme
mey be explained to the Railway staff
in greater detal

I would request the hon Mimstar
to conmder the extensmon of this date
further because we have seen a large
number of employees never knew
that they were to give an option and
that they could get pension They
are still in the dark This thing was
not circulated properly all over the
Railways with the result that very
few prople get the benefit of this
scheme [ think 1t 1s high ture as he
18 looking into the staffing pattern to
glve them an opportumity of option,
may be that opportumity of option
may be the last opportunity for them
s0 that Railway employees get the
benefit of pensron Contributory Pro
vident fund 1s frittered away by them
in no time If you go in for pension
it will help the employees to a great
extent

One pomt which possibly he has
not touched 1n the Budget 1s about
the rulway electrification Rallways
should reduce the consumption of
diesel o1l by mobilising comparatively
#mall sum of Rs 35 to 40 crores every
vear from the plan allocations and
carry out the projected ru e of elec-
trificaion from the Rallways Fifth
Plan >u lay which 15 Rs 2350 crores

The Ministry could also revise pri
ority of various projects of accelerat
g pact of electrification As the
rate of return 15 as¢ high as 15 to 20
per cent on the electrification routes
I think Railway electrification should
m thi, way get top priority Even
countries with huge o1l resources like
Polan' USSR USA Iran and Irag
rea : o1 the usefulness of electrifica
tion of Railway< and thcy are going
in for it I am sure hon minister
will give due thought to this electr-
fication Along with this I will men
tion about the new line which he 18
trying 1p create—I will not say that

rallway lines has beea far from uni-
form throughout the country during
the last 25 years with the result that
certain hilly, backward and under-
developed regions and States have
been totally neglected while certain
areas have been given some conside-
ration

It 15 seen that in States hke HP
Nagaland, Meghalaya, Mamipur Aru
nechal, Mizoram and Tripura—and I
will 1nclude my State also Jammu
and Kashmir—and other backward
States there has been practically no
construction or addition to route-kilo-
mwetreage during the last 20 years or
1t has only been negligible

Although the Planning Commuission
has extended some concessions to hally
areas, backward and under developed
areas to augument growth vyet the
extension of rallway lines even if it
were not economical imtially should
be taken mto consideration Because
1f you go with your yardstick if you
listen to your officers they will give
you the formula of economic viability
But 1if you really want to develop
the area then the old concept thit
the hne must be economically viable
has to be given up Because these
areas will never develop unles: you
open up these areas for development

The proportion of expenditure on
new rallway lines to the total ex-
penditure of the rallways 1s steadily
declining It 1s another dangerous
trend which you will have 1o iake
ngte of In 1948-49, the ratio of ex-
penditure on new lnes to the total
expenditure of the Railways ranged
between 11 per cent to 13 per cent
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From the year 1968-67, this percent-
age has steadily gone down. During
197273 and 1973-T4 the expenditure
on the construction of new railway
lines wag only 4.3 per cent to 4.8 per
cent respectively of the total expendi-~
ture on the Railways. This also js a
very depressing feature. And, I am
sure, the hon, Minister will kindly
look into this matter also.

There is one more thing about the
Metropolitan Rail Transport Projects
which 1 wish to mention. It is very
important. The amount allotted so
far for the project 15 about Rs, 50
crores for the five year period. That
means, 10 crores for Caleutta, Bom-
bay, Madras and Delhi 1 had re-
quested the hon. Minister in the pre-
vious session that he should make a
very bold statement about the Metro-
politan Rail Transport Project of
Delhi, Madras and Bombay, because,
it means hundreds and thousands of
crores of rupees and God knows
wherefrom he will get the money.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I
have made that statement already.

SHRI MOHD SHAFI QURESHI:
And now he is giving for this Cal-
cutta project Rs= 10 crores. Each
year out of Rs, 10 crores, these proje's
will get hardly Rs. 8 crores Rs 2
crores will be fanned out to pther
projects because you have to pay
salary and allowances of the officers
and the staffl there who are doing
absolutely no work there

Now this project which was costing
originally Rs 120 crores will now
cost Rs 240 crores. Thev have spent
already Rs. 33 crores on it. Addition-
al Rs 8 crores per year is there, It
means, this project will be completed
within a period of 20 years And, 20
years would mean another price
escalation, The allotment of funds is
Rs. 240 crores. Rs 74 crores ia the
total amount and Rs 33 crores has
already been spent, Rs 41 crores will
be spent by them now in another 5
wyears. That means, Rs. 188 crores

country and not get bogged down to
small area like Calcutta. (Interrup-
tions).

Madam I am concluding Caleutta
must of course be developed, But,
at what cost? Therefore, I would re-
quest the hon Minister to consider
tlis question by not making it a
prestige issue Otherwise we can
never take up that project. If we
take Delhi project, it will cost more
than Rs. 60 crores. Where is the
money to come from? You know
Government is considering sale of
gold tp make up the deficit Tomorrow
you will sell Indian Parliament and
Rashtrapathi Bhavan to make up the
deficit on the Indian Railways! That
is not the way to meet a particular
situation. Therefore, 1 say that the
hon. Minister will have to look into
the various aspects. I am very happy
that he has not burdened the people
50 much but, one, thing, I must make
clear, It hag been brought to my
notice that corruption in the railways
again is raising its ugly head and
rmany people have told me that it is
impossible for them to get a ticket,
So, what they do is that with the
reservation slip, thev attach Rs. 20
or 10/- note and they tell that this
has the first priority from the Rail
way Board and the clerk there sees
that the first priority would be in the
shape of monetary benefits He ac-
repts it He says ‘please it down
You will get the ticket.’ This is what
bas happened to two or three of my
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triends. But, the gquestion is that if
this is the type of corruption in broad
day-light, it does not help anyone.
(Interruptions), The hon, lady Mem-
ber is sometimes with you and some-
times with us!

I would like to request him to con-
sider strenghtening his vigilance de-
partment. He has of course got his
own other departments to look after
that. One thing at leasy he can do.
That is those who have put in more
than two years in a booking window,
for God's sake, let him not keep them
for a long time because they may
develop vested interests and then the
corruption starts. (Interruptions). I
think he has got a propusal now to
put in ladies. With due respect to
you, Madam,_ ladies are lessprone to
corruption. Maybe, but if they are
put in an atmosphere where there are
other corrupt elements, then I do not
think they will be able to do much.
I must appreciate the gesture of the
Minister of State for Railways, Shri
Sheo Narain for one thing. He has
been an old friend and colleague of
mine. He has now taken up the job
of looking after the catering arrange-
ment. Every day he takes his food
in the Railway Canteen. It is doing
wonderfully well. To that extent, in
Parliament House, Members are get-
ting good food. Would you kindly
request him to move out of the Par-
liament House and to go to various
stations and taste food there u's0? I
am told that there has been some
deterioration in the quality of food
that is being served. You have taken
credit, I am prepared to concede it,
for introducing this one rupee khana.
But, the whole trouble is that you do
not read your own book. It is again
in 1976-77 survey that a mention is
made about it. It gays:

“Since all passengers cannot af-
ford thali meal or ready to serve
meal, the sale of corhparatively low
priced packed meal costing Re. 1/-
to L25 consisting of six puries,
vegetable and pickels was extend.
ed to 204 stations”.

mmu 1978 - WD&. - 340 .
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This_is nothing mew, thst you have
introduced in the railways. .If was
done in 1876-77. It was introciun-d_
at 204 stations. But the human me-
mory is go short and the press me-
mory ig still shorter because they
have headlined that Prof. Dandavate
gives janata food for one rupee to
the country’.

Therefore, you should also accept
this, at least admit these things that
we have set up c¢ertain good prece-
dents. I hope that you will maintain
those precedents because, after all,
you are & Minister and I am in the
Opposition. We have ali to work for
the good of the country. And I am
sure that towards the railway system
to-day everybody looks with high
hopes. You will not disappoint the
people and you will maintain the
high standards of providing efficient
service.

15 hra.
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festiedtzT wreT WAt ¥ ang ¥ fawar
911 FaF ¥ famw 30 ate ¥ I
gfa fen  wmar feapile & 59 w0
mgd faerf Mt wa a1 qead@ &wE
 Fwz §, 9w ¥ fgam am w¢
g dad & o amaw o Wi e
Wt %7 & e ¥ oafw fam W oA
faeft siafs wraeet o o feafa 8,
g WiTwl qar &1 Awmie qge,
FAT %A ugw w7 & s fes 66 FOW
55 ATW T N I4T 41 wAAT ®
ATy X 9w § o «f § W IW ;Y
FEA W K @ wgmr 1wy
Ty aTgw A S awe ¥w fewr 8,
FEA 22 WA 20 FT TIF € qTAAAY
B W awHy wui g 189w 1
wUT  Te41 W1 EF N T g @
5 @ 9 0T WAT WX W faw

wE awTafy  wEvEar, ogr aw Wt
& faware w1 gaw §, W & faame
it wamafertt w & oY gw ¥
™ gar oft w1 W agm M ¥

99 81 T ¥y ¥ 23-24 8w-

43 W TAT 9T EIA AT NeqW
qEGA W ARG TR A WA
waw fase d=t 7 Lo gleamt
& wara & fagw ¥ faear sqm
w & | «F GFg ® ogawr
aw & «y fafwa g1 |oeTL
fadie w7 & fre¥ T ¥
afus ¥ wfuw af I aet
Tar & fog oegw & 1

Wvmd G 2fay —

“sw av fs 7 W amgEr &
fmfn & safae qav Hfa fffor
& WY ax a% T wawy ae e
o ¥ frefafas o amen & frwdo
R e 5w faw

(1) wrar & are os gearfa
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[=t farq - wraTe aTea)

(2) ofiwsft xore & weqroy @
Yt arafen we oo
Ll ol

(1) Toroa & womaw ¥ Ter
Afware st oy wrey 1"

womfe agran R fred game
Fart % o fewr s WY} W wrg
agd ¥ AfeT W fao™ 51w qw
weT T agreer wiv wew fawfs
qIG T WETTE W M 4T aw ¥
e ofan § 1 ydifae qw @
WY § g W wArgTard ofr &7
wdioeAmr  arx W osen & fe @R
wargaa @Y A fra wod g Ay
o T @ ¥ owr

FIGHT HIEA FATE NIT W A
g1 wiAz d gafwo g g fe o
g oI F T A7 TR | HagATH
ot & FWigEAE Y qE T WP oATO
AT weA A ST qW 4%
W Tv F At awaT gt gt
¥ wfr amT § A g wd
g1

awmfn  wERaT WET TF  SYEl
™ AT & afl e ¥ osEme
% WA ¥ EET W) gHIT AIq grAY
fawe e=at & g g A fear mar
¥ fegv gyt Fa3vm T At W
& T wEer g fr ag Fq swr
@ 1 A WTHa frqas a1 ww
= AT T WA 8T A faafma
TN § W BT WTH e
w@r § wIATE ¥ o—

59 §NG WHin 9 &G F A
qfriawial ST SR E W & A
qRT 7 4T R v A1 AT AT
T w0 @A #Y awg g o
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Fard ) qa e B WA
@ 81 xw e ¥ v,
Yer ¥ qutywg-feswmagey wme
qfeada af@ramT Y qu For awy
Daw 1 uwerr oic A ¥
gy wizwr ofcmr ot g6 §ix
Tt ¥ wgrag ¥ s s
? wregdl dware  afwioer gt
Wt v e fwar smom |

aafy  wgaE, wa & gawr
s fred g care £ aw & arar
g E 1 W ¥ gy ¥ qfey
WWEE ¥ AT ¥Y 77-78 ®I Fqid
¥wgrny (s )

NEET AT Sy ot e aEr Wy
Wt ¥

aamafa  w@ar, & wEAg wE
ot Y WGy AT FAT | AfEa A
T s fagre # v 7 ST
Wrgar 7 W fr Im & 9w~ faoe
AT FAmI T aegmET ) awn
9T UTY IF W AT &y W
fawra &1 wrf wTo A frar mar &)
T At da ¥ox fogr e ¥
LA FET AT ¥ 1 qg W ofeww
wFEe TR A1 frqe ¥ @ar wr
ﬁ_

21 The north eastern rigion of
Bihar (part of Saharsa and Purnea
Dustricts) was served bv metre
gauge rail links—Supaul Bhaptiahi
now Sarugarh (272 kms) Bhan
tiahi Nirmah (16 kms) Bhaptiahi
Pratapgan) Kanwaghat (38 kms)
Ancharaghat Forbesgan) (about 26
kms*) and Pratapgan)-Bhimanaga.
(192 kms)

These Iinks to be gradually ab
andoned between 1004 and 1938
(the last one immediately after
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completion in 1911) because of the
ravages caussd by floods and
chu:{ninthgmumo!ﬂm

qArifa wERT, ITOWR KATHT
w1 W uge Ay o ¢ fr ag
aTE-Ae @ 97 aafe § AR
wiee gqisi ¥ g = 6 qzfoq
o= n g frgarf gt

<grifs  wgzar, ¥®  ofew
wETHIH FHET A1 fenE § aw ¥
fe 9§ 3¢ ¥ wr AT & —

“Another urgency certificate with
an abstract estimate for Rs 72
lakhs for the restoration of Ragho-
pur-Pratapgan) section (12 ¥ms)
was also gent to the Railway Loard
on 3rd May, 1973

The Railwav Board also suggested
that the above Project should be hink-
ed suitably with two other projects
under contemplation viz

(a) ronstruction of a metre gauge
line between Bhimanagar, nvolv-
ing conversion of the dead
narrow gauge hine belenging to
Kos1 Project authorities, and

(b) restoration of the Pratapganj-
Bhimanagar line " g ¥ #r

wgeaget &

“Restoration of the Nirmah-
Bhaptigh: line

7% Wd A w fwrmaw & T W
ardt feded o FoRdwa § o fe
fawe g tor® & o? ¥ O of § gAY
W A A%l & & foar my § Wi
AT waY W W qgrosg gF 8,
RAl X gWr §

fare forr ¥ g v & ot Fiw
5-6 § 376! wee sqry mft Feay oy
$ 1 1004 91T 1911 B Y TrOw
WA @ Y T @ E frarsdwr
* Y wwQ o Wk
wT e FF qAw R wqE
AT IN T A gwr & 1w
A} NI FU N F mr &
T a Mz qmrgm ¢ aa &
FqraT  wf GaT g 8, Wre) w9 3%
TE ¥ wa gz dav g wpw g1 T
¢ AfFT agr B ZrmiEmw
w1 gAWd wE ¥ 1 gw e Sfew
arrrqer for o ager wreTEAT flar
FY 4 | ¥fen W S fFoww
ot afa qroaw fes G ax 9%
amy wwt wfeeggedt s e
frareadrar | @ wam § @ wT
st & | Afww P o St & wATE
1 fem@ew Iq & an 97 WX
T FT § IFT WTES AIHAE
fear a1 ) 3% w78t ¥ @17 W9
wrgm A & fw 9w gnE A e
67 B IAAr gy qE A wE A
aar avqw wear & f orwar ardf &
30 AR FTAE areAw A W)
an faxr ¥ N Ao v g7 &7 9
2 ol gt FTar ard #Y fewr 0w

SAFT WQR | g 15-20 WA
sfrggedra @ W w9 ST
qréf W & Afew W e AT
Wy Trgr N 3T AR F®
e g 1 g Af vt Arorw &7
& frdan &0 wEa g e v
w7 w0 Faw der A A ATy )
®rft ¥ TOE AW ATy FEAT A U
g wTRr gafa g€ 3, &N wTEY
gad &1 orel w0l W owATr
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[ fatioe s ATRE)

dur gk, EhE E 0 IR
T w1 A werew q7 A1 AY 3W LA
B werd ¥ v g femr arAr
wfgg T 99 g9 A 71 wfgenw
wmy fr o afge

w d T A Fain 5o
WA WEAT F 1 FOAMITHTIAGE
odt ¥ amfEraw @, ow aw
faar swa @1 HfeT & waT
¥ umm & 59 3g 74 TE G, 0w 9§,
W gl e g F Ay wEvar
9 9% X AT ARATE —

“But I want to criticise the Rail
way Board as ap nstitution its
structure, its wethod of functioning
and the wasteful expenditure 1n
which the Raillway Board 1s indulg-
ing If you ask me, 1 would say
that the Rmilway Board has really
becomt a Government and what
about the Ministry? It has merely
become a foot board of the Rail-
way Board I think that would be

the apt description of the Railway
Mimstiv and the Admumstration ™

Tg ITHT AW § | FE SFIA T
weor  frar 91 7 5 gug fwar
qt s oY fem aroEw faw ovw
@t g9 for & wfage & 399
T YT TS B OGATINA Gy
4 oy % A g fr = wE oA
ok a wTwrfoyar w9 | 99 o
TfA g Wrew far 91 | oww T
feafesmg? wag T va @ &
eI I FAE W ST 9@ A9
taat frm 4 1 0w Y T2 F fet A
grags ot Bt wewe ® foeaa
adt forat @ | I oy F sy oy Fawr
¢ fis wmr TF S wnfed, AT 9T W
wert g wifge, s@ o fae
sifx grm wIfgl 1 AR 1 wwTe
wrar g Iad TN e ¥ fe e
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o frer o e wwEr &
g WA AT wr & 9% o warw v
IMCM A QTR AAT wE A |
WA AT FAT X H QF w1 oY AT
qW CIFT AF wraT &

WP SAKT  AWTefa WErEaT,
qvwd grw

wamfe wltas @ 15 frae
¥ ?, w7 wmaAfag

ot frge sare e 1 fame
T A Brawar ga fedy famdt
ERTLUET OF AEC B A 3 4§ Q
swgfr fr gf § I tod ATe W

e A T T S qure fem
g wfem e gacy? 5 T
qger T WA F ag ww oY § 1 TEET
FArdesy FoT wige 1 A IwE
s & &g amr Aifew g W e
W & afr § for o Yok T ameTO
TresTd Wt & IW F gro ¥ welr
#fox gy gud fUw T
wraet ¢ A Mo dYo  wyw WY
¥ AeT & wwen @ Mgt gz o
gt TC WCEIT F U® AF FAAT AT
aqk e € fag wiv ITEY
wxf wrar 9r | gAR INg fAew
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foqr ar fir 3% afcoe & W o
wrih  eafer ot w iz oe W
vz graw § ag 9% fam 10,
foad ®¢ faar o )
& arar foar, &few
§ 35T WHATAT AN
: & f\ oqe dYe
o g%y §, qg WA ¥
| feadt wmamwe are &0
ward ¢ fr gz foafror w7 araem
ar g =rigT 1 ¥R oar de
g139 ar «fwez grag & faad gwodto
Tt oET w9 WSET [ 8T
t? w mewandt O Aanafa 2
forad welr off qATw &4

twfidza &1 wgr ar  Aar §,
frad griszysram @ &) wa
o FEFRWA X FT gITT F TAR
I a O gawrr WA wAY § owroor
R @ 3 AIGT T F7 AW § A TR
oo dqre  #t gfaga ¥ faar ar

“Today we are putting a premium
on death by a particular mode”

=4
T3
3

i1
» %

33141
b |
13

19
ap

“Nowadays [ always travel by
awr i the hope that In (ase some
accident takes p'ace, since we are
not able to earn that much amount
in our hfe tume, at least after ow
death our family members would
get Rs 1 lakh”

gg TRW ®gr 9qr 1« WGHT  gEa
FwIt AAT §, agA wATR R 1 mHo dro
Wt g feras @ Ao § w4t
w gwa &, wh afe gard e
TRiEE ¥ ¥ wear b oA gvR oy
¥ qfmrt ¥ 9P # ox are wgar
womawa fasar & 1 Afer Fraey
st fafaet & qrc frar a9% ot
¥ W v arr @7 gafen §
ddft  wEvrw & Wit s p fw

i dwidea ¥ foed el A g
o sifas £ ¥ UF, O WX To
T & R grmmwy g ofan
® A1 =wrfgr 1 wgAr oYT wy
¥ AW & W g Afgm o A
gHeA & ®Y mfwr % qfcarc w1 0w
qrg  wqaT 3 grw Aaw fosard

g

A ggw g1 wWiow  wgr o7 fw

gy wrzt FOx 8, AfwA
st fower gar seamer 8, TR
AT EART

FTAFAT R, TAAT AT ¥ TEmTEY

vafem & fyizq &= f& qgm
(wafzart) ¥ fmer o wavorw
AR Aot arEAar 97wt
Fq W% F791 97fge | A9 F* gAY
agt aw faa?y, atwramge & faarimy
qgraT & wigdh wnago & fasv
forrr At g wrurge wir fagge A&
W ar fqr gF qf ATeA) wr
fawn: arama wifysy o= fear
arfgd | qget FoRT ¥ TIET &
fear por 2 W saw wemT @A
FOFT FH G4 T A7 aifge | q=AL
¥ et FEver ga g ge wrefaaTy
T X ATET &1 WP e fwar A
aifgr ot aft arew feerd
wifgr 1 W F s aw B
ATER FT g€ WA X wad FEA 6T
W TERT WU sARpE fear §, graThe
qg  qEeit  GOeTC o7 fear gur 8,
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[st faarae gave qrea]

e s oF v WA GER
favia firqr §, Yaw® fag & @dt sgea
w wegE dw g

& selt wEnw & frde wwnr fis
g & wwra ¥ §TU SATRT WA-
frwg g BT &1 7@ W EROQW
gty ¥ wT agh &t am@Al o oskr
¥ e wOF ¥ wwedr v WK
sTgTaTr A A A wodr wEw
faar § fr 399 Tw @1t XA 7 Sa7
g 9§ sww A a@w ¥ @
wE £T & g8 AT wrgan § o wwafy
HEYRAT qroE!  gqArT A g e AR
Wi e faar )

MR. CHAIRMAN: The first two
speakers have taken an hour. One hon.
Member was the originator of the
debate, and the other was the origi-
nator on the Government side. But I
em afraid we will have to stick to 10
minutes, if we are to finish the list
ot speakers before me. Now, Mr.
Samar Mukherjee.

SHR] SAMAR MUKHERJEE (How-
rah): The time allotted is according
to the strength of the parties. You
cannot a.uiicarily cut my party’'s time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am afraid there
ig no lisy showing time. You have
26 minutes for your party. You can
go ahead.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: Madam
Chairman: the Rallway Budget present
ed by the Minister is one which has
come after one full year of Janata
rule. The various aspects of the bud-
get are to be consldered as reflecting
the policy of the Janata Party Govern-
ment,

15.24 hrs.

[Sar1 DEmENDRANATH Basu in the
Chair].

It T view this as reflecting the policy
of the Janata Government, I am dis-

MARCH 8, 1978

1978-T9~-General Dis. 352

appointed, becsuse though the pas-
senger fare has mot been increased
and there have been some surplus and
some good performances in freight
and passenger traffic and though some
amenities have been given to passen-
gers and some concessions to rallway-
men, the present budget is, on the
whole, a continuation of the old
policy, 1 don't find any basic change
in this budget. Because Professor
Dandavate, who holds progressive
views, happens to be the Railway
Minister, we expected that there will
be complete re-orientation in the rail-
way budget. But we find to our dis-
may that this budget reflects the same
old heritage of the colonial rallway
budget and still the railways are car-
rying on the burden in the name of
‘social burdens’. The result is that
the industrialists are getting the
benefit at the cost of both the passen-
gers and the railway employees.

This budget has shown some surplus,
but at the cost of whom? It is at
the cost of railway passengers as well
as employees. Credit has been taken
that substantial dividend has been
paid to the Government. We objected
to this from the very heginning on
the ground that the railway have to be
treated as a service organisation. It
has been mentioned in the budget also,
but in practice it is not treated as a
service organisation. Government is
more interested in  geiting dividends
out of rallway funds. That is why
the budget has reduced the amount
allotted for Plan purposes. Last time
the Plan allocation was Rs. 600 crores
and odd, which has now been reduced
to Rs. 535.30 crores. This shows that
the Government or the Planning Com-
mission i not interested in the prob-
lems of the railways but is interested
only in reducing the amount sanctioned
1o the railways.

The demand for new railway lines is
voised with so much emphasis by
people in varioug areas. But what we
notice, as Shri Qureshi has just now
pointed out, is that the percentage of
money allotted for extension of exist-
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Ing lines or consfruction of mew lines
Is gradually being reduced. This
shows that the problems of the under-
developed areas, the difficulties which
the people in those areas are facing.
are not getting priority in the hands
of the Government. I am nol blaming
personally the Railway Minister. The
fact bas been that he has been work-
ing within the old framework and he
has not gucceeded in breaking the exis!-
ing framework. It must be broken.
Otherwise, there can be no fundamen.
ial or busic change in the railway ad-
ministration and there will be no fur-
ther amenities to the passengers or
improvement in the conditions of work
of the railway employees

The Minister 1n this specch has
said that this is a budget for the fulfil-
meni of commitments, Some of the
commiiments have been fulfilled, hut
that is within the framework of the
exisling set up. That does not give
credii to the Janala Party, as pointed
out by Shr Qureshi quite rightly,
because the whole background was
crealed Ly the Railway Board under
the previous Governmenl. Now &
surplus has been shown here but, at
ike cost of whom? Production has
mncreased, which means heavy work-
load has been imposed on the railway
warkers. In the earlier hudgets alsu
s0 much surplus has been shown, and
that was also due {o the impesition of
heavy workload. When a sericg of
aceidents took place and people werc
so much agitated, there was so much
discussion on the suhject and Govern-
ment had to admil, and even in the
course of the budgel speech it has been
admitted, that one of the main reasons
{or these accidents is exhaustion of the
railway employees., Now in order to
reduce their burden, some steps have
been igken in this budget It has
been suggested that 2,700 persons have
to be recruited for the full implemen-
tation of 10 hours duty for the loco
running staff, They have also decided
10 implement the Miabhoy tribunal's
recommendations. Even though this
award was given B years before, it was
kept in cold storage. Tt is only the
public agitation on the accidents that

3852 LS—12,

has opened the eyes of the rallway
administration. I was present during
one of the discussions where all gec~
tions of the MPs also admitted that
the workerg have io work under heayvy
strain. So, one of the factors behind
these accidents is exhaustion.

In his Budget speech also, the hon.
Minister has appreciated the service
rendered by the pailwaymen, He has
also mentioned how the productivity
has increased in the workshops, but
the figure for the other services has
surprisingly disappeared from this
year's Year Book. In the past in the
year Books incregse in productivity
used to be recorded, and on the basis
of that the railway employees re-
manded wage increase because they
were giving more production without
getting an adequate return. So, now
this year we see the complete absence
of this chart of increased productivity,
but from the hon. Minister's speech
it is quite clear that the workload has
heavily increased. That Is why dis-
content 1s growing among the rafl-
waymen despite some benefits and
somg increments which have been
announced,

My point is thay the old sel-up
must be basically changed. “lrhlt
requires that the railways sho be
mainly service-oriented and that the
income of the railways should be
primarily spent on the improvement
of the railways, improvement of the
conditions of the employees, passenger
amenities and creation of new railway
lines. A part may go to the Govern-
ment, but that should not be the
primary  condition. The social
burdens must also be borne by the
Government, and not the railways.
Bearing the social burdens by the
railways means that the’ workers and
employees have to suffer and that the
passengers have to pay a higher fare.
So, this must change.

The Minister tried to give some pro-
employee and pro-second class pas-
sengers orientation, That is good, we
appreciate it, but unless the basic
structure is thoroughly changed, this
orientation will not lead to any basic
reliefs or amenities,
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[Shri Samar Mukherjee]

High appreciation has been expres-
sed by the Minister in his Budget
speech of the role of the workers and
employees, but the issues which led
the railway workers to the Eeneral
strike in 1974 have not been settled.
They are very vital, basic issues. The
railways should be considered as in-
dustry. This has not been discussed
with the railway leaders. The NCCRS
which was the united platform of that
struggle has not been called and con.
sulted. T do not know why the Minister
is avoiding it. Railwaymen are very
much apprehensive that in order to
patronise some particular union o:
some sections, the Minister is avoiding
it. I think this avoidance is not help-
ful at all because it is generating dis-
content among the railwaymen.

There is no mention about bonus
in the Budget speech. though the
Minister had in the past, when faced
with- this question, said that Govern-
ment had not rejected this proposal
of bonug but had only referred it to
the Bhoothalingam Committee. But
you know that Bhootalingam Com-
mittee has been boycotted by all the
central trade unions, and they had
taken a unanimous decision. Accord-
ing to them, the purpose of setting up
this committee was only to introduce
wage freeze. This goes against the
interests of the workers and the
employees, but Government, on princi-
ple, had long ago accepted that the
workers and employees, even agricul-
tural labourers, should get a need
based minimum wage. Prof. Danda-
vate was with us in raising the same
demand before he became a Minister.
Now he is in the Government. So,
it is his moral responsibility as a
trade unionist to see that Government
is, more or less, obliged to implement
this principle of need-based minimum.
Before elections, commitments were
made that the Janata Party would ip-
troduce fair wages for all the workers
and- employees.

The need-based minimum is the cry-
ing demand and that was one of the

MARCH 6, 1978

1978-79—General Dis. 356
issues of the 1974 strike. When iy
commitment is not being honoured,
slight concessions can satisfy neither
the workers nor the employees. TChat
is why, I say that this ‘new deal’ which
the Minister has claimed, is not newr
deal; it is an old deal. He has just
given some concessions under a new
name or under a new cover. That is
why, I request the Minister to <ive
serious thought to this question.

He has stated in his Budget speech
that all those victims of the 1974
strike have been taken back. Not all
of them have been taken back. Most
of them have been taken back. But
there are persons who, even after re-
peated representations—I have cited
particular concrete cases also—ara not
being taken back on some plea or the
other by the local bureaucracy. They
are resisting. I do not complain
against the Minister as a person. He
is willing to take them. The ‘ocal
hureaucracy is not implementing the
orders even of the Railway Boarc.
Now, new victimisations are taking
place. Those who were compulsorily
retired, some are not being taken back:
Even where High Courts have given
judgments in favour of the workers
and the employees, those judgments
of the High Courts are not being
honoured. In some cases, full wages
are not being given. I have brought
copies of the judgments of the High
Courts but I have no time and I do
not want to waste time on reading
them out. This is in the knowledge
of the Minister. But the Minister is
not capable of showing justice because
of resistance from some quarters. That
resistance must be fought. Otherwise,
you cannot win the confidence of the
railway employees. The talk of in-
volving the workers in the manage-
ment will remain an empty talk when
in real practice the situation remains
the same as it was before. In this
context, the restructuring of the Rail-
way Board, in no way, will help to
improve the relations between the
employees and the management Le-
cause the same bureaucracy remaitns
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as it is, There is only some division
of power or decentralisation but it is
nol democratisation for which the
Minister repeatedly says that he wants
democratisation. Some more authority
has been given to the General Manager
and then to the Divisional Superinten.
dents. It will not improve relations
between the workers and the adminis.
iration. More or less, il is my experi-
ence—I am connected with some of the
irade union activities that the conflict
is bigger in the lower level. Even some
Railway Board circulars were not
being implemenied by the local offi-
cials because they did not like some
particular trade union leaders or ut-
{ivists. So talse cases are manufactured
against them and they are prevenlcd
from joining their jobs even thouph
they were victimised during Emergency
or 1n 1974 or lor {rade union activ
1ies  So, the lact is thal all the coni-
mitmenig have nol been julfilled though
apparently the viclims of the 1374
railway strike or the cases of victimie-
ation durng the LEmergency largely
have been taken buck. There are so
many cases whith <till remain, and
new victimisation, are gomg on. The
nther day. Shri Somnath Challeijee
raised the guestion of dismuissal of 111
casual labourers in Kharagpur. Il
taised it under 377. The Minister know:
this fact. The Minister was not pre-
sent at that time, Arbitrarily, they
were dismissed. This is nol one case.
In various other zonal railways also,
similar complainis are coming. The
process of penal transfers has not
stopped. To prevent irande union uc-
iivity, the bureaucrats are using the
old methods of penal transfers, demo-
tions, forced retirements, eic. All these
things are going on. A large numher
of cases are heing accumulated.

Another thing 1s about the channei
of negotiation. The Minister knows
that the IL.oco running Stuff Associa-
tion has a very hig grievance and their
rase has been represented repeatedly.
There was an agreement that they
should be given a chaunel of nepotia-
tion. Uptill now there is no channel
of negotiation given to them. They

have now decided to go on some direct
action.

For the introduction of 10-hour duty,
2700 additional hands will be {aken.
That has been announced. The day
it was announced. the leaders were
onhunger -sirike at the Boat Club.
After hearing the announcement, I
met them and told them that the
Minister had announced it and Lhat
it was a concession 1o them. They said
“It is true. Bul the old circulars re-
main as they are. The loco-running
stafl has to work for 14 hours. 16 hours
and even 24 hours.” They have mems-
lioned one case 1n their memorandum
—I can give a copy to the Minister --
of 24-hours working at a  streich.
Though 10-hour duty decision has been
taken by the Governmenti, thisz henefit
18 not going 1o the loco-running :lafl.
That is why. I say, all the old circulars
regarding duty hours must be with-
dArawn immediailely. I have menlion-
ed thiy to the Minister so many limes.
But it has nol heen done

Then, the Minister has -aid that
50,000 Class IV workers have Leen
given new avenues of promotions,
Here, also, I have got a complaint
that though the derision has bten an=-
nounced, this Dbenefit has not gone
down to Class IV stafl. As to when it
will be implemented, how il will
implemented, nobody knows.

Regarding the loco stafl, thev had
various other demands. There wa-
an agreement that all those issurc=
would be settled by ihe Goveinment,
The Government had given a promise
that all past agreements in favour of
workers will be honoured. This is
one of their main grievances. Those
agreements are not being implement-
ed., Those agreements had laken
place in 1973 and now it is 178 Up-
till now, they have not heen 1mple-
mentied.

These are some of the gquestions
which must be given a serinus
thought. Unless the present machinery
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nerv 1 thoroughly overhauled and
the employees the workers are given
a thannel of direct ncgotiation not
only with the Mimster but also with
the officials no real mmprovement s
gomng to take place ‘The Muniste
dots a very good thing When Fe
goes to any place he meets the
unions But 1t 18 not <o in the case
oi offictals That 1~ then main com-
plaint By meeting the Mimster the
jobs are not bemng done The per-ons
who can deliver the jobs arc offi-
wals  They refuse to accept then
representations because they are mot
1ecogrised umions That 15 why the
Government should see to 1t that the
old pattein of buireaueciati function
g must change undecr the new cor

ditions The mood of the wotkers 1s
not the old mood becausc they 1¢
alo feeling that under the new Gov
ernment the democratic atmosphcre
must be restored in the raillwavs The
old type of bureaucratic atmosphei«
will be very much harmful for the
functionmg of the railwiy admms
tiation

The economy of the rallways with
a surplus budget which the Minister
has shown 15 gomng to be etoded
the new budget proposals made by
the Finance Mimster Mr H M Patel
1 few days before because with the
pricc of coal riing with the price

f petrol risimg with the prie of
ower mimp  these proposals  will
affecy the ralw v tudet very murh
Sn  the eurplus shown by the 171l
vav budeet 12 Foing to he completely
croded

In the budgel the Mmister had
dmitted that as aganst the estimat
ed rise of 11 per cent in passenger
earmangs and 8 per cent in fieivht
earnings 1n 1077-78 the present bud
et for 1078-70 provides a rise of 5
per cent and 4 per cent Already the
nercentage 1s reduced So the rail
way {reight and income 15 directh
linked up with the rconomy of the
rountry—i1ts growth and stagnation
So this tvpe of presentation of the
budget does not uignify thet m future
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this budget will not be faced with
another crisis ‘The plan allocation
has been reduced The freight earn
g and the passenger earning has al-
ready been less as compared to last
year This shows that the health of
the roilwav economy, as the Minwter
tries tp show 1s not the real posi-
tion the position 18 just the oppo
site That 15 why, my main pomt 18
that the Monster should sec the
teality

T want to draw thc attention of
the hon Mimster to anothe: thing
that 19 the figwes that have been
given in the Year Book 1egaiding the
wages of the rulway employees It
15 mentioned there that the wages of
the 1a1lway employecs have incicis
«d more thm the maease 1 b=
tost of hiving 1ndex I do not know
whether you have tcad that o1 nrt
It has been pictuied 1n a wrong was
m a d torted way beciuse the <o
lary of the officers as well as the
Class III and Class IV employees
have been clubbed together The
number of officer. has hecn rhere ived
four times

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE
Aggregate

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE Ag-
crogate means that this gives fal-e
pieture  This Rulway Boud the
drafting authority 1s now vely much
expeit mn mantpulating the data
The Ralwiv Board has manipulated
dtatistical data io show tnat the real
wages of railway workers haie gone
up substantially during the ‘ast 25
years They have made a claym that
the real wages since 1950 51 to 1976-
77 have showed a considerable rise
dispite merease in the prices of essen-
tial commodities The average cost
per employee however includes the
cost of the first and second class offt-
cers also which I just now explained
The National Commission on Labour
which studied the wage cost for Rail-
way employees has shown that the
real wages of the Rallway employees
an Clasg IV category has actually gone
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down since 1881. This is the report
of the National Commission on la-
bour, After the publication of the
Report of the National Labour Com-
mission the only rise which the Rall-
way employees received was the in-
crease awarded by the Third Pay
Commission. But it also recommend-
ed neutrallsation of the rise in prices
at the lowest level of earnings and
it did not glve any increase in the
real wages to the workers.

* The Miyabhoy Tribunal Award
though gave wage rise to certain cate-
gories of employees the rise was mar-
ginal and did not substantially alter
the position for the Railway em-
ployees, 1 would request the Rail-
way Minister to study the wages of
the Railway employees in the man-
ner in which they were studied hv
the National Labour Commission se=
parately- not lump sum, Morcover
the study of the Railway Mnistry s
based on the Consumer Price Index
numbers which are froudulent and
they highly underesiimate the exicnt
of rise in prices Wherever there 15
a fraud, we have heen repeatedly
romplaining about that

SHR! DINEN BHATTACHARYA
{Scrampore)* A committee has been
ot up also

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE' A
committec has been set up to find oul
ihe fraud. The committee ha~ found
out the fraud and recommended that
the workers should Te given back
ithe wages cut which was by showing
traudulent price index. The Com-
mittee appointed by the Labour Mi-
mstry has already gone into the os-
pect and noted some glaring defici-
encies in the compilation of index
If this error is taken into account
then the real wages of the Railway
cmployees will be seen either statio-
nary or on the decline during the last
ten years.

On the guestion of railway acci-
Aanfs, this time, this Year Book h:i=
«hown that the accidenls have kE-en
reduced. Already Shri Mohd Sh-#

, to mention

Qureshi has resd out something about
it saying that actually the accidents
have increased, and in the Vear
Book, only the consequential acci-
dents have been mentioned. The
Railway Board, it seems has decided
only the consequential
accidents and not the general acci-
dents that have taken place, 1 have
rcad the Year-Book and the pumph-
let on accidents. Actually the num-
ber of total accidents has been on
the increase. That has to be taken
into consideration. If you read the
Year-Book, you get the idea that the
number of accidents is being reduced
whereag actually in the experience
of the people, the number has been
increasing.

Therefore, this fype of giving =
false picture must be stopped—giving
a false image about accidents, about
ineomes of the employees and wor-
kers and about the question of p:o-
ductivity.

I want to raise «ome more points
to which T want the Minister to give
his replies. One is regarding the
rarlway line in Tripura He knows
the problem, Some reply must be
wiven here,

The Arrah-Sasram Light Railwuy
has been closed. The Minister had
made some statement in the House
that, if the Agreement was terminut-
od, he would absorb those people m
our Railways. They want a catego-
tical assurance—now that the Light
Railway has been closed and the
Agreement has been terminated
that they will be absorbed in the
Railways.

The third is gboul the vanicen wor-
kers at Kharagpur. I made a 1cpresen-
tation about it. There was a High Court
judgement in favour of the workers—
given by the Calcuita High Courl.
The Raillway Board went in for
an appeal and a Special Bench
save them the permission, We have
repeatedly told them about this.
When  the High Court has g.ven a
judgement in favour of the workers.
whv should the Railwa, Bonsd g to
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the Supreme Court’ This 18 an un-
necessary harassment of the workers
Everybody knows that the workers'
capacty to go to the court is abso-
futely ml And the Railway Boaid
18 going lo the Supreme Couit when
the High Court has given the judge-
ment in favour of the workers!' This
should be made a categorical or cai-
dinal principle that the High Cowt
Judgements must be honouled by the
Railway admunjstration It the.e juage-
ments go in favowr of the woikeirs
and employees, because, in case the
Supreme Court gives a Judgement in
favour of the High Court judgement,
a big amount have been wasted You
know what happened in the case of
LIC TRepeatedly we appealed to the
Finance Minister to accept the Ro-
nus Agreement, but they went to the
Supieme Court, and the Supieme
Court totally rejected the Govern-
ment’s stand Therefore—by not go-
ng to the Supreme Court—you can
prevent further wastage of money
The employees also can be saved fiom
further harassment

The loyal workers are still given
wpecial preference I have got a case
grani of advance incremeni to the
CPOQ, South-Eastern Ralway, Mr N
Dutt, he has deen allotted a special
amount, I have got a copy of the
order, he 15 bemng given special
money—Rs 2,260—Rs 2,500—for his
service dutmg the raillway strike
This 1« happeming under the very
nose of the Mister especially when
the Mimster has gnen a categorical
assurance that preferential treatment
will be stopped completely

I now come to appieniues casuil
worker. and contract workers The
question of ¢1sug] workers has hecn
1a18ed repeatedly How long wnll
they have o reman as casual woik-
ers? This problem has been ecoming
up aguin and again There 19 no 1c-
cord of theiwr services We have sent
12 memoranda repeatedly to the Gov-
einment I want to read some of
thelr demands to catch the eve of the
Minister It has been said that where
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the work 1s of a permanent nature,
casual workers should not be em-
ployed there; a Service Card should
be 1ssued to all casual labourers—so
long as they are not absorbed as per-
manent staff, this rule must be fol-
lowed—and m that Service Card,
their service particulars, nature of
the job, etc, should be recorded, a
semotity list should be mamntained
under each supervisory umt and the
jumor-most should be retrenched
when the job 13 over Sccondly, it 19
said that when mew work 13 under-
taken, persons should be recruited in
the order of semuority Agan, theie
should be no artificial breaks in the
service of Casua]l Labour (This 18
one of the malpracfices generally n-
dulged m)

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYA
They change the name and number

SHRI SAMAR MUKIIERJEE Any
casual labourer who serves for more
than six months at a stretch would
be granted temporaiv status and
treated ltke temporary employces n
the Raillways Agamn, it say> 20 pe!
cent of the vacancies 1 Class IV
category 1 the Division <hould ba
reserved for Casual Labour and that
the entire Division should be treated
a. one umt and anyone finally 1¢
trenched from service should be paid
retrenchment compensation as admis-
able tnder the Industrial IDisputes
Act

At least these thing for the potec-
tion of their services should be done
a5 the manimum

Regarding apprentices they Jate

suriounding, me frequently

PROF MADHU DANDAVATF
. What 13 the Trade Umon’s atlitude®

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE No
not the Trade Unioms some compen=
sation must be gwven by you

Regarding Apprentices and contract
labour, their cases have been repeat-
edly raised I hope now, because you
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sre the Minister, you will give seri-
ous thought to this saction of the
people. Gemerally casusl and con-
tract labour comes from the lowest
category of the people: they should
get a fair treatment,

Regarding this Kharagpur (?) Can-
teen, they have sent mass signatures
again with a copy of the judgement
of the High Court. This, I had
represented to you several times, 1
{hink you should immediately honour
the judgement of the High Court and
absorb them as regular staff,

About Howrah—Amta Railway and
Sheakhala—Amta, you are domng
nothing. For Howrah—Amta, only
Rs. 40 lakhs have been sanctioned
this year whereas the total to be al-
loted is Rs. 10 crores. Howrah—Amta
and Sheakhala also is a highly popu-
Jated area and this cannot be delayed
in this way. Why I am raising this
js because it is already under your
consideration: it is not a new Section
The oply thing is that it should be
expedited as early as possible. The
allotment of only Rs. 40 lakhs this
year does not mean expediting {he
work of the line
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SHRI G. BHUVARAHAN (Cud-
dalore): Mr. Chairman, for want of
time I do not want to go into the de-
tails because our side the former Mi-
nister Shri Mohd. Shati Quresi pin-
pointed somec of the failures of the
Railway Depurtment and the also gave
some sugzgestions for improvement of
the Railway Department.

I want to say something about my
State ang my constituency. In 1850,
1955 and 1957 survey was made of
Chinnasalem to Changalpet via Kala-
kurchi, Sangrapuram, Mongle Dhurai-
pet, Trivinamalai and Changlepet and
also  for conversion of metergauge



to broad gauge Kadalur to Sslem and
Kanur to Dinduksl (new line), 1In
those days there was no industry at
all, Now they have developed some
textile industry, sugar industry and
also there is a copper mine on the
way.

Sir, cverybody agrees that transgarl
and communication is onec of the
infra-structurcs for the entirn deve-
lopment and the economic needs of
the country. We are everytime say-
ing about these things. Wae want to
do something to develop the back-
ward areas and the backward dis-
tricts.

My district, namely, Sov'h Areol
district in Tamil Nadu is one of the
backward  districts. Kallakurichi
taluka is one of the backward talukas
there in South Arcot, From the trea-
sury benches we noticed that every
allotment of the Railway Budget re-
lated only to Maharashira, 1 don't want
to complain about these things. I was
going through our Railway Minister's
speech earlier, I was going through the
earlier debates in the last Lok Sabha.
He always mentioned about the new
lines. He always wanted {he Govern-
ment find oui some finance to form
thosc new lines. Now when he became
Minister he hus introduced this new
line to develop that area which is
backward.

So, may 1 request the Minister
aboul this® Why can neot you consi-
der this line also, to develop these
areas? The survey is over. I don’t
know why it was not taken up. Was
it becausce of finance? I know, it was
included in the Third Five-year Plan
ang the Fouith Five-yvear Plan, Some-
how or other, if was left ouf. The
same thing ig to be said aboul n:elre
gauge conversion inte broad gaupy
from Cuddalore tn Salem, I know
that the Minister 18 aware of the imp-
licalions of the line because now they
have sanctioned Salem Steel Plani
ang also the Neyveli Second Mine-cut.
There is the development of Cuddalore
Port. They spent more than Rs 2
crores for the Cuddalore port but they

373 Railway Budget PHALGUNA 15, 1880 (SAKA) 1876-70—General 374

Dis.

have not wutilised it. For the past
2 years there is nmo shipment. This
main line a meire gauge line, The
chord line is also metre gauge from
Cuddalore to Salem. [ request the
Minister to lock into this and deve-
lop this area as this area will
get more benefit out of this. He
should convert this metre gauge line
into broad gaugc line between Cudda-
lore and Salem, which is wvery ne-
cessary. It connects Neyveli and
Salem. Also, the survey is over for
the Karur-Dindigul section. I am
told this is kept in cold storage. I
don't know why I am wunable to
understand they it should be kept
like this Sir, in Southern Raiiway,
there is lot of scope for creating more
new lines. But, somehow or the
other, such things are not brought out
in the present budgel.

They created a new Division for
Guntakal and also they created a
Trivandrum Division. There were lot
of demand even before the formation
of the Guntakal and Trivandrum divi-
sions. They wanted a Salem Divi-
sion. Why was it not considered? 1f
at all they wanted fo form a division,
even before Trivandrum and Gunta-
kal, they have to take up Salem divi-
sion, There was loy of grievance
among the Maduraj division workers
hecause mosi of the workers do not
want to go to Trivandrum becausc
they had seitled there already for
the past 20 or 25 vears. Now they do
not want to go to Trivandrum But
even in Guntakal division also the
same difficulty arc being faced by the
Railway people, Some of the officers
they could appoint. But what about
the clerical staff amd Class III and
Class IV staff? They don't want to
go to Guntakal because they are set-
tled there for so many years. 1 re-
quest the Minister to see thal only
those who arg willing to go to the
newly formed divisions should be al-
lowed to go and settle there.

But, instead of sticking to one divi-
slon—Madurai Division—when peo-
ple want to go to Trivandrum Divi-
sion or any other division, why can’t
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vou give the opportunity to almost all
‘the divisions so that the people who
want to go to any newly formed divi-
sion, they can go.

While considering Trivandrum Di-

vision, they can consider Salem Divi-
sion also. From: Olavakkot station
upto Jalarpet that comes under Ola-
vakkot Division. Why can’t they con-
sider other division to be formed.
Whenever you present the next bud-
gei or in the near future, yon will
consider Salem Division aisg so0 as to
help the labour people in the rail-
ways. Also ¥ou may consider intro-
ducing conversion of electrification all
along. People have asked for the
same from Madras tg Arkonam bhe-
cause there is long induetrial belt
-there and most of the worksars are
.coming from Arkonam to Madras.
Hon. Minister has given electrifica-
tion upto Thiruvellur. Why can’t he
extend this facility to Arkonam?
There is already some facility {from
Madras to Villupuram. There is
electrification. There is aircady sur-
vey made and also some alivecation
was mzde to the extension of the clec-
trification from WVillupuram to Trichy.
But somehow, it was stopped. If
at all he wants to do something to
Southern Railways, in his term of
office, he can consider these sections
.of electrification from Villupuram to
Tiruchy and alsp from Madras to
Arkonam.

Like that, I want to say something
about this road overbridge. I find that
fortyseven road bridges were sanc-
tioned. The road overbridge is also
under construction, I do not know how
many of them have been given to
Southern Railways? For want of time
I only want to mention particularly
about the Southern Railways. You
know about a national highway at
“Ulundurpet, there is already a propo-
sal to construct a road overbridge. A
survey was also undertaken. But it
was not included. At the same time,
from Madras to Kumbakonam and from
Panruti to Nellikupam road there are
~two road overbridges for which a sur-
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vey was undertaken. But, T was told
that the allocation of fund was also
given. So far, you have not given any
contract for the same. Tiruppapuliyur
Junction Manjakuppam are two towns.
There is alsp a Municipality who had
asked for some overbridge. But, they
have not been given anything so far.
The municipality is readv to pay
their contribution. Also the Tamil-
nadu Government is willing fo give
their help. As regards Chidambaram,
the Minister is aware of the impor-
tance of it—there is a Nataraja tem-
ple. DBesides, there is also Annama-
lai University where more than 5,600
students are studying. 1 am an ald
student of the Annamalai University.
In those days, for the past25 ycars or
so, everybody was asking me about
the overbridge. So far, it has not yet
materialised,

I request the Hon. Minister that in
view of the importance of ihe bridge,
he would kindly consider and #Zive top
priority for this road overbridge at
Chidambaram.

As regards some of the reliring
rooms in Southern Raiiways, the
Minister is aware of Tiruciiv. cne of
the divisions. There is a retiring
room there. I had asked the local
officials as to when i1t was repaired.
They said that that was about two
years back. Anybody who visited that
retiring room would find that even in
drizzlings, it is leaking. I do not
know when it was repaired and how
much amount was spent. Tha condi-
tion of these retiring rooms is
the worst. There are seven or eight
retiring rooms. Out of these three
or four are kept by the cofficers for
their use. The rest are meant for the
public. I do not know the condition
of those retiring rooms usec by the
officers but the rest are in the warst
condition. The same is the situation
at Villupuram. Proper attention is
not paid towards their repair.

Now, I will sav a few words about
the railway quarters meant for umse
hv the staff of the Southern Railway.

The tota! strength of the railway stalf -y
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today is more than 17 lakh. The rail-
ways have provided quarters for one-
third of their staff. Out of these only
ten to twenty per cent are elecirified.
Further, Sir, on most of the way-side
stations the bathrooms and the lat-
rines are away from the cquarters.
While the fliation Master is zway at
the Railway Station, most of the time
the children and the ladies are not
able to make use of the lavatory as
it is far away from the guarter. I
have asked some railway oilicials as
to why they could not put the lava-
tory and bathroom attached to the
quitiers. THev have told me it s
because of the paucity of funds. The
Railway Minister is known for his
sympathetic “attitude towards the la-
bour problems and also some facili-
ties being provided to the staff. I
hope he will accede to my suggestion
that lavatory and bathroom: should be
attacheq to the quarters at the way-
side stations.

Then, Sir, there is lot of grievance
among the Divisional staff about their
promotion. Everybody is thinking of
the running staff and not of the per-
sonnel staff at the Division level.
They have got very meagre chances
for pramotion. They have to put in
twenty to twenty-five years of service
to get next promotion. T would re-
quest the hon’ble Minister to look in-
to this grievance.

Now, Sir, I would like lo say a
word about bonus. When Mr. Dan-
davate was on his side of the House,
he was always emphasising about the
claim of the Railway workers for bo-
nus. Earlier we were always told
that the Railways were losing but this
vear there is a surplus budget to
the tune of Rs. 90 crores. So, why
cann’t you give some bonus! Why
cann’t you consider sympathetically
this aspect of the railway employees
request. It ig a long pending request.
The Minister is very well aware of
this.

Sir, a mention was made about the
corruption at the booking counters.
Ay Egmore and Central Station of the
Southern Railway we cannot get a
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ticket unless we pay Rs. 10 or Rs. 20
extra. This is happening not for all
trains but for Express trains, Most
of the Express trains are very popu-
lar in the South. Everybody wants to
travel in Express trains oniy. But
ordinary people are not able to get
tickets for express trains. Whenever
they approach the Railwav Booking
Clerks they get the repnly from them
“No vacancy in the Exwvress trains.”
They would say that there were al-
ready 30 or 40 persons ,n the waiting
list. But as soon as one cnters the
compartnients of expresg trains, one
would find that more of the seats are
vacant and some time before the de-
parture of the train the comparfments
get filled to the required capacily. I
do not know how they manipulate ic
get the tickets without their names
being put in the waiting list. I would
therefore request the hon. Minister
to kindly look into this problem.

There was g news jtem regarding
the expansion of Central Station at
Madras. The railway authorities
wanted to purchase the land in the
Zoo area from the Madras Corpora-
tion and the Madras Government and
they agreed to give that land. They
wanted to shift the Zoa somewhere to
the outskirts of Madras City. It is
high time that the Railways purchased
the land and expanded the Ceniral
Station so that more facilities are
provided to the travelling public in
the Southern region. .

Some hon. Members had mention-
ed about the metropolitan iransport
project. T had also put a guestion in
this connection. It was mentioned
that Rs. 168 crores wers sanctioned
for this project. Every time they are
spending Rs. 5.0 lakhs only. So far
they have spent Rs. 1.0 crores for the
purpose of survey only, Every time
they are undertaking new: survey. I
do not know when they are going to
take up this project in hand. Instead
of going in for this project, we can
think of some alternate transport sys-
tem. Now, for the Madras Ceufral
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Station some more money may be
sanctioned sg that the land n  the
Madras Zoo area can be acquired for
the expansion of Madras Cert al Sta
tion Some kind of circular 1ulway
or some other kind of railway <yslem
mav be introduced so ‘het m ~wd
around the area of Madras City may
be provided with better and cheaper
f1ansport systemr The gercial pub
He hiving 1n the Madras Citv ani s
adjorung areas may thus be benefited
from better and cheap transport fac
ities Moreover 1n  the Sou hern
Railway svstem constructioun of new
N1es may be taken up and clectnfi
cition of vome 1mpot tant railw v hines
may also be conmdered Thure 18 al-
ways a talk about the di panty in
the development of regions Manv
hon Members have spoker 1bout the
r gonal mmbalances I havr al=o
mentioned 1bout the i1cgionil imba
linces and dispuity 1n <o far as the
Rulwavs, p wtieularly i the Southern
1cglon are contmned S T hav
pcne through the budget nd T find
‘hat there are some 10g10nql 1mbalan
et and disparitv 1n  the Southe™n
Railway system I would reguest the
hon Minister to kindly look into it
and iry to 1emrove the imbalances snd
lo some thing for the Southrin Rail
way also
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27 % A Ty 97 AT F FAO FHT
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ST § | A7 AT ¥V Y @AM T
AT AXAT WAy | IF FT AT A A
F1 5TH Pt =rfeEw oY 39 @ @rg aqEr
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¥Yd Wy oF agw awr ed & W
vy 7, T T T qgsr, OF wma
aY @A AT & 1w Tz X R
AFE YT AT (WS amag @
&Y A AKHY TARAT I FT qaEE
72 ug fv o & ¥ 7% o, ower
W7, W 1 AF I T WA oA §
% W W ww e oge wa w
wrg wrE FE Bt o1 Pt oir 7k faeeiy
¥ I FT OUET FA HHO .,
(wawatsr). . . faaATam o 9@ taer
FITAM 7g ¢ AT I oY g gy,
Qud g raar | A sy ¥ e
& @t gnlt 2

agt a% tadidzw W mwmw @,
W AT Ja W g 9T
oy wra feiw gt & fr s 3§ ge &ada



411 Ratlway Budget

[=it a1 afires)
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W AT W A0 e ¢ e
T R WY TW AR 7 @A afgn o
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FFITRET AT 2 ) gATT )

SHRI GOVINDA MUNDA (Keon-
jhar): Mr. Chamrman, Sir, I had de-
cided to speak in Oriva. But, all of
a sudden, I have been called to speak.
Therefore, ] am speakin in English
and [ want to say a few words,

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR (Dindi-

gul): You are welcome.

PHOF. MADHU DANDAVATE: |
alsy follow a little bit of Oriya.

ML, CIIAIRMAN  You can sprak
in any language you like.

SHRI GOVINDA MUNDA: There
is no doubt that the budgct is wel-
come and our Minister 9 also active
ang impartial. Il 15 an admitted fact,
In the last thirty years those whe
know about India, operating in the de.
velopmental work on railways, know
thal they have noil done anytihing =zo
far for the people of India. May be,
they were also faced with the deficit
budget. Bui, when our Janala Gov-
ernment had come to power, you
would be happy to know one thing.
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MR CHAIRMAN Mr, Munda, you
are not audible Will you come for-
ward? How much time will  you
take?

SHRI GOVINDA MUNDA: I shall
tahe ten minutes

MR CHAIRMAN You will conti-
nue

SHRI GOVINDA MUNDA Su i
15 an important subject I sinccrely
eay that in the raillway system the)
have developed 60,666 route huomoetre
of which 4,719 kilometig route have
alreadv beep electrified This is the
largest route 1 A%ia and st~end In
the world

GMGIPND —L—3852L5—10-4 78—880
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Anyhow, though wWe have achieved
this long rail route yet vou bave not
yet covered the backward State of
India like Orissa

MR CHAIRMAN I think you may
continue the next day

The Lok Sabha stands adjourned
to meet at 11 AM on the 8th March,
1978

I8 hrs

[The Lok Sabhg then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Wednesdhy,
March 8 1978/Phalgung 1T 1889

(Saka) |



