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(Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy was conducted
to the Chair by the Prime Minister and
Shri Yashvantrao Chavan)

[ MR. SPEAKER (SHRI N. SANJIVA REDDY)
in the Chair.]

11.18 hrs;

FELICITATIONS TO THE SFEAKER

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I deem it our good fortune that this
august House has elected Shri N. San-
jJiva Reddy as its Speaker.

Shri Reddy occupies an eminernt
place in national life by dint of his
contribution to the freedom movement
and his distinguished and varied ser-
vices over the vears. Besides his re-
putation as administrator, he is a
veteran Parliamentarian. His Speaker-
ghip of the Fourth Lok Sabha is re-
membered for the dignity, fairplay and
the unfailing good humour which he
brought to the discharge of the duties
of this high office. By electing him
again as Speaker, the Sixth Lok Sabha
has found the right person for the
right place.

The Lok Sabha is the repository of
the sovereignty of the people. ‘The
Speaker is the custodian of the
authority of the Lok Sabha. The peo-
ple of India have just ziven expres-
sion to their will with fearlassness and

faith and in a manner that the whole
world has applauded. Great things are
expected from the new Parliament. It
has not only to undo the wrongz that
‘had crept into the body-politic and
governmental functioning but to en-
sure that the hopes of the milliong are
fulfilled speedily through wise and
practical econcmic and social policies.
It is our good fortune to have a per.
son of Shri Reddy's vast experience
and maturity to conduct our Celibera-
tions.

The composition and character of the
Lok Sabha have undergone a change
unimagined until a little while ago.
I have always believed that the pro-
per functioning of democracy requires
a constructive relationship between the
Government and the Opposition. Pcli-
cies may differ but there shiuld be an
unqualified loyalty to the good of the
nation and the needs and aspirations
of our people. I do hope under the
guidance of Shri Sanjiva Reddy, who
is known for the art of smooth con-
duct of debate and discussion, this Lok
Sabha will prove itself a vigilant
watchdog of the rigths and freedom
of the people,

I offer my own felicitations and those
of all sections of the House, and the
country atlarge,io Shri Sanjiva Reddy.

SHRI YASHVANTRAO CHAVAN
(Satara): I rise to jcin 1the Prime
Minister in congratulating Mr. Sreaker
on his election to this august and high
office. Mr. Speaker, Sir, you are not
new to this office. You have neld this
office with distinction in the stormy
years of 1967—69. I am sure, your
wisdom, your skill will certainly be of
immense use to the conduct of busi-
ness of this hon. House. The purpose-
ful and dignified working of this sover-
eign body is of supreme importance
to Indian democracy and therefore,
as a Speaker, I am sure, you have a
very important part to play. While I
do not want to bring in any contro.
versial issues to begin with, I am sorry,
the Prime Minister unnecessarily



touched some of the controversial as-
pects. But, I do not want to make this
mistake on this first occasion. I would
certainly like to assure you, besides
congratulating you, on my behalf, on
behalf of every Member on this side,
that in the interest of Indian Jemo-
cracy, in the interest of policies that
the nation has believed in so far and
for which we have worked for the lasi
thirty years after independence, we
would give you all cooperation. May
I again say: Very well done before,
please do better in future.
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SHRI P. K. DEQ (rose):

Some hon. Members rose.

MR. SPEAKER: Will you kindly be
seated? Not all of you together. One
or the other only I can call, not all
of you together.

Shri P. K. Deo.

SHRI P. K DEO (Kalahandi): I join
with my friends in offering our felici-
tations to you and I congratulate you
for having assumed this high office.

You acquitted yourself as a great
Speaker and upheld the high traditions
of this House with great dignity.

Yesterday we took oath to uphold
the Constitution and now you preside
over the House whose power, as per
the amended Constitution, has bLeen
over-emphasized at the cost of the
judiciary. The constitutional amend-
ments are not for judicial review. God
forbid an irresponsible Parliament may
not delete Art 368 which gives the
amending power of the Parliament or
plant one Juan Carlos ag the monarch
of this country as in Spain. Even ihe
poor man's access to the High Court
under Art 226 has been Jenied for any
other purpose. With this background
and with the election results in view
you will be guiding the proceedings of
this House. After all, people are
supreme and their voice has to be
reflected in this House.

We, the Independents, however, in-
significant we may be In number,
should be given sufficient time to muke
our view-points heard. 1 hope you
will always hear dispassionate and in
deperident views from the Independent
Members as you are insulated against
any political pressure. We neither
have any personal axe to grind nor
have to aspire for the corridors of .
POWET.

With these words 1 pledge my loyal
support to you.
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MR. SPEAKER: I will call the hon.
Members, one by one. I appeal to
them not to bring in controversial
things at this juncture. There will be
lot of time and many occasions for
that. There will be a number of occa-
sions when we can certainly discuss
those issues, but, certainly, not on this
occasion. After all, we are now going
through the routine business.

Some hon, Memopers roze.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL.-
DER (Durgapur): Shri Samar Muakher-
jee ig the leader of the CPI (M) Group.
You should call him, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: I will call all of you.
Names have been given to me. I will
call them first. I wish you had sent
your name also. Anyway, I will cer-
tainly call him also.

Now, I call Shri George J. Mathew.

SHRI GEORGE MATHEW (Muvat-
tupuzha): On behalf of the Kerala
Congress Parliamentary Group and
myself I heartily congratulate you on
your election to this exalted office.
Though I am new to this House. I know
Sir, you are not new to this office and
your reputation as a fair and balanced
jpudge in conducting the parliamentary
proceedings is a great consolation to us
the small groups in this House. We
know, Sir, when you occupied the
Chair earlier, you had given weightizge
to the Opposition though their number
was small. I am sure thal you will
continue this process even hereafter,
though a number of persons who were
in the opposition then are in the
Treasury Benches now. This is especi-
ally true with regard to my State which
has got all its members on this side
of the House. So, whenever questions
of Kerala come, do not forget Kerala
Congress.

1 extend to you on behalf of my
Party and myself our fullest co-opera-
tion.

MR. SPEAKER: Many of the faces
are new to me. Kindly excuse me. I
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will now call Mr. Samar Mukherjee to
say a few words.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE
(Howrah): On behalf of my party, the
CPI (M) and also on my behalf, I offer
our felicitations on your election as
Speaker.

Your election as Speaker hag taken
place in a new background and in a
new situation. High hopes have been
raised in the minds of people and [
hope you will be worthy of the expec-
tations of the millions and millions of
pecple outside by upholding the
dernocratic rights not only of the Mem-
berg inside but also of the rights of the
people outside and create a new tradi-
tion inside this House when the entire
country can feel that this Parliament is
now a sovereign body in the real sense.
I offer our full co-operation in your
functioning on behalf of my party.

PROF, P G MAVALANKAR
(Gandhinagar): I am very happy te
join the hon. Prime Minister as well
as the hon. Leader of the Opposition
and many other colleagues in felici-
tating you, Sir, on this great occasion
of your election as the Sepaker and to
your elevation to the Chair which
you had previously occupieq from
1967 to 1969. Truly speaking, it is the
old Speaker coming back home. This
House is a new House in more than
one sense—with new climate, with
mew faces around, with new hopes
and challenges, new sense of purpose
and determination. I am sure, there-
fore you will visualise that xour res-
ponsibility is all the—greater.

Mr. Spea-
sign-light

Right above your Chair,
ker, there stands g neon

saying ‘gW9% WaqA1q

From the noble King Ashoka's times,
this has been the rule of law, that
we shall bave dhkarma chakra--not
only the Rule of Law, but also the
Rule of Dhar:na. Dharma is some-
thing which is greater than evea



law, It is something which has more
ethical and moral values. I am quite
sure that that will also adorn your
sense of functioning im this august
House,

I am, moreover, confident that the
spirit of dissent which is the essence
of democracy will also be preserved
by you in ensuring that the smallest
voice in' this House—it may be even
the voice of one individual—is not
drowned either from this side or
from that side, Your duty will be to
keep the Spirit of Dissent in tact.

With your long and distinguished
politica] and perliamentary experi-
ence, you will, T trust, act gg a friend,
philosopher and guide to each one of
us here, and you will give us a
chance once more to see your tact,
good humour, robust common sense
and sweet reasonableness,

Proceedings in this House require
dignity and decorum. T am quite sure
you will guide wus, lead us, and
when necessary, teach us, so that we
do not go astray from the path of
true service with dignity and deco-
Tum.

While offering my warmest congra-
tulations and respectful felicitations
and my sincere good wishes, may 1
say in the name of God and in the
name of all Members of this honour-
able House, let democracy triumph
for all times to come in our ancient
Indian land. Let the parliamentary
spirit always triumph over the party
spirit.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH-
NAN (Coimbatore): Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of the Communist Party of
India I offer you felicitations on your
assuming this august Chair.

T would like to avoid any contro-
versial issues because this is neither
the occasion nor the time to bring
those thinga into the picture. We are
concerned with the conduct of busi-

ness in thig House under your guid-
ance. You are not new to this post
and, therefore, you are well versed
with everything. No doubt you are
not new but there are many who are
new, Therefore, your guidance as-
sumes much importance. I am sure
that you will help us to see that the
business of the House is conducted
in the dignified manner, which our
country and the world expect., We,
on' our behalf will exteng to you the
fullest cooperation In order to see
that the issues that face bur people
assume much greater importance
than the issues that may face indivi-

duals and particular areas.

In concluding, I would lke once
again to extend to you our fullest co-
operation’ and to extend to you our
warmest felicitations on this happy
occasion.

SHRI ARAVINDA BALA PAJA-
NOR (Pondicherry): On behalf of All
India Anna D. M. K. I offer my feli-
citations and wish you well.

As Shri Mavalankar said ‘dissent
ig the essence of democracy’. In the
past, dissent was not treated with
decency. Besides straightway feli-
citating you on your assumption of
this august Chalr, 1 would like to
express the hope that you would up-
hold high traditiong in this House
and you will maintain the democratic
spirit. With your competence, I am
sure, you will take it to the highest
pedestal. On behalf of Anna D. M. K.
I offer my fullest cooperation in main-
taining decency, dignity and decorum in
this House. At the same time I would
like to point out that the dissent
from the Opposition should be given
greater attention than in the past when
on accounf of some technicalities ihe
Members were not allowerd to speak.
The minutes were counted more than
the spirit. I request you to take the
spirit of the rules than the letter of
the rules so that members can express

10
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]

[Shri Aravinda Bala Pajanor]
themselves freely, as each Member re-
presents lakhs of people of the country-
Once again, democracy has triumphed
in this country. We have great faith
in gecularism, socialism and demo-
cracy, At the same time we have to
look to the right of the minorities. On
this occasion my leader Mr. MGR
has categorically expressed the hope
that we will function as constructive
opposition both inside the House and
outside the House maintaining the
decency and decorum of the House.

On behalf of our party 1 congratu-
late you and I offer my felicitations
to you and 1 assure you that we will
function as a dignified and dutiful
opposition party offering our cons-
tructive criticisms, I am sure, Sir, that
you will guide the House by your
varied experience. My party has lot
of new faces and I am seeing many
new faces here also. I am sure you
will conduct the deliberations of the
House with your wise guidance and
without any partiality and make Par-
liamentary democracy a success in
this country.
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*SHRI A. V. P. ASAITHAMBI
(Madras Nerth): Mr, Speaker, Sir,
on behalf of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, it is not only a great pri-
vilege but also an honour to me to
extend my hearty felicitations to you
on your assumption of the august
office of Speaker of Lok Sabha.

I would like to take this opportunity
to mention that, had the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam supported you
when you contested the presidential
election, the history of India would
have taken g different turn. The
nineteen months of incarceration of
the Opposition Parties and the indig-
nities that the country had been put
to could have been averted. I am happy
that I have been given this opportunity
to welcome you in atlonement of our
past act. T am sure that under your
guldance the noble democratic ideals
will not only be cherished but will
also flourish with fervour. I have no
hesitation' in saying that the Opposi-
tion Parties will be functioning effec-
tively under you. On behalf of the
D. M. K, T will extend my fullest co-
operation to you.

MR. SPEAKER: Friends, I am deep-
ly grateful to the hon, Members of
the House for the confidence they
have reposed in' me by electing me to
this exalted office of the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha.

-
—

*The original speech was delivered in Tamil, LAty
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Speaker
I would also like to express my
grateful thanks to the Leader of the
House, the Leader of the Opposition
and the Leaders of various groups
for the kind words they have spoken
about me. .

I am well aware of the heavy res-
ponsibilities which I am required to
shoulder in the discharge of my du-
ties and this, I must frankly admit,
has made me somewhat overwhelmed
and, shall 1 say, a little diffident. But,
in view of the generosity you have
shown by electing me, I do hope that
I shall prove worthy of the great trust
that hasg been reposed in me. The kind
sentiments expressed by the hon.
Members from both sides of the
House embolden me to look to the
future with ccnfildeace and courage.
This brings to my mind the affection
and respect with which I wag treated
when I held the office of Speaker in
the Fourth Lok Sabha. All sections
of the House then cooperated with
me and, I believe I was able to dis-
charge the functions of my office to
their satisfaction. Now, your indul-
gence, faith and love shall sustain me
through thick and thin. As a firm
believer in democratic ideals and sure
of getting full cooperation from every
section' of the House, I am confident
that my task will not be as difficult
as it would otherwise be.

The country has recently witnessed
one of the largest elections ever held
in the history of the democratic world
involving some 320 million people.
Thisr goeg to prove once again that
democracy has taken deep roots
in this country, belying the doubts
and misgivings entertained at various
times in several quarters, It is fur-
ther significant that this election as
well as all the previous ones held
since the emergence of our Republic
have been so peaceful as to draw the
admiration of the world as regards
the political maturity of our people.
They have also proved that the Indian
people have unflinching faith in re-
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presentative institutions and can take
part in the political process without
in any way impairing the national
unity or endangering the structure of
the State. .

{g.,am not unaware of the special
ligation of the Speaker to protect
the rights of all sections of the House,
especially of the Members on the:
Opposition benches, I, on my part,
would like to assure the House that
I shall never allow myself to forget
that responsibility and shall always
endeavour, to the best of my capacity,
to regulate the proceedings of the
House in a way that would be in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of this
noble institution and further enhance
the prestige and dignity of the Office
of the Speaker. At the same time,
I hope that every section of the House
as well as individual Members will
extend to me their full cooperation
in conducting the business of the
House2 in a manner that would do cre-
dit to us gs representatives of the
people entrustegq with the great task
of taking this nation forward to fur-
ther prosperity and progress. It im
only in such a sSpirit of service and
dedication to the causes of freedom
and democracy which we hold dear -
that we can hope to lay the firm foun-
dations of an effective parliamentary

forum)

T thank you once again for the great
honour bestowed on me ang assure
you all of my complete devotion to
the service of the House.

11.44 hrs.

INTRODUCTION OF MINISTERS

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI). May I, Sir, in-
troduce some of the members of the
Cabinet who were sworn in? I won"%
be able to do so for all of them be-
cause some o0f them are not present.
So, I am introducing those who are



