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present and, for the rest, I shall have
the privilege of doing it on Monday.

1, Shri Parkash Singh Badal.
Shri Sikander Bakht.

Dr. Protap Chandra Chunder.
Prof. Madhu Dandavate.
Shri Mohap Dharia,

@ 0 e WM

Shri P, Ramachandran.

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Shri Ravindra Verma.

o =3

11.45 hrs.
OBITUARY REFERENCE

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
it is my melancholy duty to move a
Resolution to give expression to the
Lok Sabha’s grief over the demise of
President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. The
late President was a staunch nationa-
list from his early years and was one
0f the finest gentlemen in our politi-
'cal life. Selfless, modest but firm in
his loyalty to the jdeals which have
built yp our nation, he won the affec-

r;'titm of our people. I was privileged
i to know him and work with him for
' many years. He haj a remarkable
gif; for maintaining his equanimity in
moments of stresg and crisis. Through
his culture and unfailing courtesy he
added new dignity to the office of the
President of India.

F The Lok Sabha glso remembers him
as a conscientious parliamentarian.

Hig passing away has deprived the
statesman' of
rare quality.

T request all sections of the House to
Join me in requesting the Speaker to
convey Lok Sabha's condolences to
Begum Abida Ahmed and to other
members of the family.
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I beg to move the following Resolu-
tion:

“That the Lok Sabha expresses its
profound sorrow at the sudden death
of the President of India, Shri
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, and pledges
itself to promole the high ideals of
patriotism, national unity, secular-
ism and the service of humanity
which he upheld.”

SHRI YASHVANTRAO CHAVAN
(Satara): I rise to pay cur humble
homage to the great son of India the
late President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
Ag I said, he was a great son of India
who participated in the Indian national
Independence struggle. He was one of
the few men to whom it was given to
serve the country before the Indepen-
dence and even during the post-In-
dependence period of reconstruction
¢f modern India. He was educated in
England. As a lawyer, while he prac-
tised in Assam and in Calcutta too, he
never lost his contact with Delhi. He
had, if I can borrow the word of Prof.
Rashudin, the simplicity of Assam, he
had the ruggedness of the trihsls he
had the sophistication of the Urdu
culture of Delhi.

Sir, I had the privilege of knowing
him personally for the last mcre than
15 years He was asscciated with my
Party from the days of 1931 and as
such, when I came in contact with him
n: was connected with the very leading
policy-making organs of our Party.
1f you lock at him as a man, as a
sportsman, as a Minister and lastly as
President. what stands out is the man
behind. He was religious by nature,
but he was secular in his convictions
and conduct. As a Minister he had

| held many offices and he had held them

with great gistinction. He had func-
tioned in this House as a Member of
this House. 1 think many of the old
Members know him with what grace
he functioned in this House.

He participated in the national strug-
gle and suffered with millions of other
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‘India.

icitizens of India and he was thus one
‘of the architects of Independence of
As a man, Sir, he was simple
in hig natural behaviour, His disarm-
ing smile and his gracefu]l and gentle
conduct as a President won the hearts
of millions of people.

It is a great tragedy that he is no
more amongst us. He was highly res-
pected as a8 man and as President 1n
whatever country he visited. Only a
few days before he died he had visited
Malaysia. Unfortunately he came back
and he fell seriously sick and died, We
ccnsider. him as a great Indian, a great
Congressman and a great President.
We shal] always remember him as the
ideal person and follow in his foot-
steps.

Sir, I pay my humble homage to
him,

WY AWIT v (aETaw) e
Ty o fgna oeafa = eawdw
TAY WA Wi Aerfa ¥ S ¥w
3T &, 9T TA* T | T oA >
qET @ T & G197 & |9 IAN AT
ToN FT FH=T W BT H = IT Y
9T AT | Wi faa-faw aat s 23a )
it gwt &1 AR AT W e fq
FT oF "gfafess d1 g 1 = FEET
o+l wgnT 9% faaa @ 78 wa 7
afsF gg 3% AT FT OF WU W A
wgr A7 "X I wa ¥ adr S
sfauazsfraqr g 74

M Tz ox faard ¥ 1 78 Toea §
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H 3791 w2 favarw 97 | A AA ¥
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qfE Tl F ofa §3gAr 9 F@T
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SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE (How-
rah): Mr. Speaker, [Sir, on behalf of
my Party, I fully associate myself
with the sentiments expressed
here in offering our condolences and
homage to the departed President. I
was not go thick with him, though I
hag the privilege of coming in contact
with him. The quality in him which
attracted me was that he was above
communalism and he carried forward
the tradition of nationalist Muslims.
The country was not prepared for this
news of his sudden death; theres was
some confusion when the news of his
sudden death came. No doubt, his
death and absence at g critical time
has been felt throughout the country.

On behalf of our Party, I request you
to convey our condolences to the be-
reaved family.

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR (Dindi-
gul): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of
the All-India Anna DMK, I convey
my sorrowful condolences on the death
of the President to the members of his
bereaved family and request you to
convey the same tn them.
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[Shri K. Mayathevar]

As we are al] aware, the former Pre-
sident not only served as great politi-
cian; he proved to be a very good ad-
ministrator while he held the high
office of Minister many timeg in the
country. He was an hcnest politician
arng great statesman, who was very
faithful to the country. When he was
President, he was g proiector of this
nation. He proved to be very good
philosopher. He also served as an edu.
cationist, In all aspects, he set up new
precedents as President of India.

In terms of the Resolution, I would
again request you {o convey our Ssor-
rowful condolences to the members of
the bereaved family.

s Sito gHo TARMIAY(TATY) ¢
FaTe TFT ATgT, gW |z sghar,
ot FEET T WEHS AR F AAE
TNFH 9T W9 W, IH AR qEEE
FTIEMRERFIR@E 1 TET F IR # o=
ST FT R fargy v @ § w9 =W}
wfeas & # S ¥ W W AR 3@
# fuaT s eETI S@T E

FHA A@H oF feasw wfewaa
W AAE W & Afers A, 7o &7
MR faeq T T T S T W
W@T g | IAFT TAATHH TAHI FI ATAT
TeF & fo2 oF Tga T wEW R @@
TEA Y w9 fgos w9 RT aw w
€ WX ¥9-q19 SeATEaTET ¥ 34T F
¢ fF 7gw #) aR wwa § R "
ST, WX qUUTEIA § @F v
AT FL | HEH A R A H TE
g afFT ST a g an @A
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ST ¥ A% g7 T E o ' A ¥
7w & A wg 12

_further progress of those

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISHNAN
(Ccimbatore): Mr, Speaker, on behalf
of the CPI, I should like to associate
myself with the tributes that have heen
paic to the late President, Shri Fakh-
ruddin Ali Ahmed. To us he stood
as a symbol of protection for the mino.
rities and for the weaker sections. In
his stewardship we lookeg forward to
particular
sections. He carrieq with him the best
traditions of the national movement
and the spirit of national integration
overcoming various fissiparous tenden-
cies and linguistic and regional differ-
ences. He was always there in order
to smooth out the diflerences that ex-
isted and to bring about g tranquil si-
tuation where there was disturbance.
His loss is a loss not only to his family
but to the country as a whole, On be-
half of the CPI, I request you to con-
vey our deepest condolences io his fa-
mily and to assure them that the peo-
ple of this country will always be there
to help them through whatever trials
ang tribulations they may have to go-
thrcugh as a result of the loss of some-
one who was the head of their family
and who was also the head of the
country and their family is also part
of the larger family of the country as.
a whole.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai): Mr.
Spesker, Sir, when we heard the news
of the sudden death of our late Presi-
dent it was a shock not only to us but
to the whole country. It was a personal
shock to me for one particular reason,
that I hag developed a certain kind of
special spiritual relationship with our
lnte President. It is not known ¢to
:any newcomers here that the stand-
ard of Indian nationalism that Fakh-
ruddin Ali Ahmed Saheb was carrying
was handeg over to him by his poli-
ical initiator and ideslogical precep-
tor, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. In
1938 after Netaji was elected as Pre-
sident of Haripura Congress, you will
remember what happened. Assam was
then under Saadullah Ministry of the
Muslim League. Permission was not
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granted by the Congress High Com-
mand to form coalition government
with any other party, but just after hig

election ag President, Nelaji went to

Shillong and he reached the house of
Fakhruddin Saheb. It was his per-
sonality that initiateq Fukhruddin Sa-
heb into the heart of national libera-
tion movement in India and the main
current of our national struggle.

12 hrs.

He stayed at the house of Fakhrud-
dirn Saheb and asked Shri Bardolol and
Fakhruddin Saheb to move a non-con-
fildence-motion against the Saadullah
Ministry. Saadullah Ministry fell and
it was Netajl who was sitting there at
that time, with the help of Fakhruddin
Saheb requested Bardolnl to set up a
Congress Ministry in Assam, although
at that time the Congress High Com-
mand did not permit it But as you
know Netaji was Jaring and dashing;
he did not wait f(or any permission
from the Congress High Command.
But with the help of Fakhruddin Sa.
heb, the first Congress Ministry was
set up in Assam and thus with the
help of Fakhruddin Subeb, Assam was
saved from a catastrophe, thc calastro-
phe of becom:ng the viclim of parti-
tion. Fakhruddin Saheb when he ke-
came the President. in his Radio and
TV broadcast, mentinned in an expres.
cion of deep feeling that he was initi-
ated into> Indian nationai politicg by
Netaji,

I have had many occasions to meet
him as a Minister as also as President
and even whepn I went to see him
in connection with some official work,
he would introduce each and every
time some of the ideals and feelings
which he derived from Netaji. On
25th June, 1975, at about 6 pm. I
had a hzIlf-an-hour discussion with
Fakhruddin Saheb. At a very crucial
and critical moment how sensitive
his mind was was witnessed by me
during the discussion. I do nnt want
to convey the controversial content
of that discussion now. And then
the very mnight I was arrested under
MISA. When I was released, T had
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occasion to meet him and he was so
sensitive and go compassionate to-
wards me that he immediately asked
his personal doctor, Dr, Carol, to
take care of my health. Sir, I want
to say that Fakhruddin Saheb was
not only above communalism but he
was much more than that, he was a
true Indian and he carried the spirit
f Indian nationalism. I do not want
o use the word in a negative sense;
not only was he a true Indian, a true
Indian nationalist, but he carried the
great heritage of Indian ¢ulture. He
was a man of high dignity and a man
of fine sensitivity and human feeling
and that was the characteristic of a
man of high dignity and cultural
complexion with a deep commitment
to Indian nationalism. Sir, when we
pay homage to him, we should re-
member his dedication to the spirit
of Indian nationalism.

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandi):
Mr. Spealeer, Sir, I associate myself
with the sentiments of sorrow that
have been expressed in this House by
varioug friends on the sad demise of
our dear President, Shri Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed.

QT 7 &l

Everybody who is born has to die
some day. But he was snatched away
from the public life whila he wag in
office by the cruel hands of Death.
The public life of this country has
become poorer by the absence of this
great Indian. Sir, he was the
embodiment of humility and
humanity and I have had great re-
gard for him. I had the privilege of
working in this House with him for
several years and I simply admired
him. While in office, after returning
from his strenuous journey from
Malaysia, he succrumbed to death. I
express my sorrow and I pay my
homage 'and tribute to him and offer
my condolences to the members of
the bereaved family.

SHRI SKARIAH THOMAS
(Kcttayam): Sir. the sajd demise of
the Ilate President, Shri Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed, is a great loss to the
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[Shri Skariah Thomas]

nation, He was g freedom fighter, an
able administrator and a protector of
the minoritiess. We, the members of
the Kerala Congress Parliamentary
group, offer our condolences to the
bereaved members of his family.

N = Teg (Hfrarg) -
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PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR
(Gandhinagar): Sir, I rise to pay
my respectful homage to our late
President, Shri Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed. His sudden death has left
us all deeply shocked and distressed.
He wag a gentle and sensitive soul.
His two qualities, among many, which
attracted all towards him always were
his simplicity and charm. His since-
rity of purpose and sportsmanship
were also qualities which lent a
special flavour and a special meaning
to the public and political life of
our democratic Republic. President

Ahmed was a sportsman not only in
the sense that he playved tennis, goif,
hockey, cricket and other games but
ha2 also playeq well bv chserving the
rules of the game in politics and im
public life, as a true sportsman. He
iook his victories and defeats in the
manner in which a true sportsman
would take his victories and defeats.
One can hardly see a better and
nobler example of secularism—

“gF AF RN, ‘w9 a¥ [AAIF"’

that was very beautifully symbolised
in our late President. His humility
and qualities of head and heart will
be an example for all to follow in
this great Republic of ours. I join
this honourable House in requesting
you, Sir, to convey our sincere con-
dolences to Begum Abida Ahmed
and other members of the bereaved
family.

MR. SPEAKER: With a heavy
heart laden with grief and sorrow, I
join the House in paying my humble
tribute to our revered President. the
late Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. 1
fully associate myself with the senti-
ments expressed here by the Frime
Minister, Leader of the Opposition,
Leaders of Opposition Groups and
other Members on the passing away
of Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. He
was an illustrious statesman wha
symbolised the best traditions of
India’s composite culture. During his
long association with Parliament, he
had endeared himself to mll sectiors
of the House by his parliamentary
skill and amiable nature. We deeply
mourn the loss of this great son of
India. We convey our heart-felt con-
dolences to Begum Abida Ahmed and
other members of the bereaved family.

I would now request hon. Members
to rise in their places to show their
approval of the Resolution moved by
the Prime Minister and to observe a
minute’s silence as | mark of respect
to the memory of the late President.

The members then stood in silence
Jor a short while.

24



25

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalshandi); Sir,
uﬂder RUIC 277-.-0.-..'

MR, SPEAKER; I ain on anv legs.

MR. SPEAKER: The Resolution
is adopted. As a mark of respect to
the memory of the late Shri Fakhrud-
din Ali Ahmed, the House stands.

GMGIPND—M—43 L. S.~7-4-77—998
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adjourned to meet again on Monday,
the 28th March, 1977 half-an-hour
after the Addresg by the Vice-Presi-
dent acting as President.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
half-an-hour after the address by
the Vice-President acting as Presi-
dent, on Monday, March 2%, 1977/
Chaitra 7, 1893 (Sakua). '



