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(ii) CovERAGE oF NEws BY ArL.INDIA

Rapro AND DOORDARSHAN ABOUT AGRI-

CULTURAL WORKERS' DEMONSTRATION

AND RALLY AT NEw DeELEr onN 20TH
MarcH, 1979.

SHRI P, K. KODIYAN (Adoor):
Sir, under rule 377, I wish to make
the following statement:—

I wish to draw the attention of the
House to the shabby and discrimina-
tory manner in which the All India
Radio and Doordarshan had treated
the massive demonstration of agricul-
tural workers in Delhi organised by
Bharatiyva Khet Mazdoor TUnion on
20-3.1979 in the news bulletins on
that day. All the national newspapers
published from Delhi had carried re-
ports about the demonstration and
rally at Boat Club with pictures and
photographs. The demonstration was
organised in a disciplined and orderly
manner.

The agricultural workers, harijans,
adivasis and other sections of the
rural poor belonging to all castes,
creed and religiong had participated
_in the massive demonstration, They
had come from all parts of the coun-
try to voice their grievances and de-
mands before Parliament, Their re.
presentatives met you, Sir, on that
day and they submitted a petition to
you which contained their main de-
mands,

This massive demonstration of the
agricultural workers wag an event of
national significance. This was the
first time that agricultural workers,
harijans, adivasis and other sections
of the rural poor had undertaken a
march to the national capital to pre-
sent their grievances before Parlia-
ment. This showed a new awakening
among the most exploited sections of
our people and a new awareness
among them of their rights

. All right thinking people would
welcome this new awakening among
the rural poor, because it augurs well
for the onward march of our country,
for the development of the national
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economy and particularly the deve.
lopment of agriculture, But this great
event of national importance was sl
most blacked out by AIR and Dood-
darshan. AIR gave the news about
this demonstration and rally as a last
item of the bulletin with hardly one
or two sentences. But (he perfor-
mance of Doordarshan was even
worse. At the fag end of the bulletin
it mentioned about the agricultural
workers’ demonstration in a few words
and showed some pictures. The
pictures shown were those of a few
men cut off from the main body of
the demonstration. They did neither
show the leaders marching in front
of the demonstration, nor the main
body of the demonstration, No picture
of the rally was shown,

I wish to contrast this performance
of AIR and Doordarshan with thejr
performance in covering the RSS
rally held in Delhi on 6-3-79. Not only
more time was devoted to the RSS
rally by AIR and Doordarshan, but
Doordarshan also tried to show the
full rally, including the physical dis-
play of lathi-wielding young boys, as
well as the leaders who participated
in the rally.

I record my strong protest against
this blantantly pro-RSS ttitude of
AIR and Doordarshan and the shab.
by, disecriminatory and almost insult-
ing way these two premier mass me-
dia of our country had treated the
first ever massive demonstration and
rally of the rura] poor in the capital
and request the Government to ensure
free, impartial and objective reporting
of national events in future,
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