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MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:
I

“That leave be granted to with-
draw the Bill turther to amend the
Constitution of India.”

The motion was adopted,
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MR, CHAIRMAN: Now we take up
item No. 8—Prohibition on Indication
of Caste Bill by Shri D. D. Desai.

—_—

16.56 hrs.

PROHIBITION ON INDICATION OF
CASTE BILL

SHRI D D DESAI (Kaira) : Sir,
I move:

“That the Bill to provide for pro-
hibition on indication of caste,
religion, communily or region, etc.
with the name, be taken into con-
sideration,”

Sir, India todav is divided among
itse.f and the hon. Minister made quite
a few references ubout our glorious
past ang we may make certain state-
ments in that respect at a later stage.

Sir, I had the opportunity to travel
round the world ceveral times. There
is no country in the world wherc there
are castes, religious names and that
sort of things which divided our poor
country. God created man. He did
not stamp on him any cast nor did
He give any particular name or any-

' thing to him. It is only a man-made
affair and we should realise that what-
ever we have made, whether it is
of any help or to what extent it has
been damaging our society. Sir, the
early homo sapiens were essentially
huntors and they did not know even
farming and at that time we all know
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that the people were of one class.
Subsequently, as the society developed,’
we have seen that certain tribes came
wp and those tribes also had their
leaders and those leaders used to lead
them into certain vocations or jobs or
activities. At that time also there
were no castes. The tribes were there,
but unfortunately the tribes used to
quarrel among themselves, but today
We are not that much worried about
that part of jt. Thereatier, certain
features of human beings developed
to be agreed or accepted or recognised

as, let us say, Dravidians Aryans and
like that.
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SHRI D. D. DESAI: ‘Desai’ is a
title. ‘Des’ means country, ‘ai’ means
‘revenue’ We should discontinue
“Desai” also if it comes to that,

17 hrs.

The Aryan race did not have any
caste; nor did they have any of these
names which we are presently pre-
fixing. If proof is required, I might
point out that it is not in India alone
that the Aryang live. There are
Aryans in Iran ang other countries too,
and we see that none of these Arvans
have the caste syvstem like this God-
forsaken country India.

Here alsp we did not have caste dur-
ing the Vedic times, and subsequently
our eminence grew with the result that
India gained dominance or predo-
minance in the internationa] world to
an extent which surpriseq everybody.
Prof. Parkinson relates the very inte-
resting story of the east and the west
wherein he says that between 250 B.C.
and 850 A.D, for 1100 years, India
ruled the world, which no other
country has been able to do. He says
that the Soviet Union has been aspir-
ing to rule the world for 150 years,
America has been aspiring to rule the
world for 150 yeas, the United King-
dom had the opportunity to rule the
world for 250 years, but there is no
country in the world which has ruled
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the world consistently for 1,100 years.
And India did not rule by the sword,
but by sending missionries, giving ex-
tension services, the fruits of which
we are seeing even today. There is
today Buddhism in Japan, in Mangoiia
and far-off places. with the result that
if at all India has any particular image
today. it is because of the extension
services provided by India,

Prof, Parkinson says that at the
height of the British Empire, the size
of the Admiralty Building in London
was cmaller than the cxtension pre-
mises built by India in Anuradhapura
for training in a small country like
Sri Lanka. In other words he savs
that for Sri Lanka India built such
a large building for teaching medicine.
education etc.

When I was ip Japan for the first
time, they :howed me a fruit and asked
me what we called it. I said we called
it Saparchand or Save in India. They
said: “We call it the Firuit from the
Himalava. 1t was brought herc by the
Buddhists some 2,000 wears ago, and
we arc still having it. This fruit is
called the Fruit from the Himalaya™

That is the extension service which
has been copied today by the mis-
siondavie:, Torday we are s1ving <o
manyv things against the missionaries,
but Prof. Parkinson has said that the
missionary  system of Christianity
leaTnt the extension service by copy-
ing it from Buddhism, it did not know
about it earlier,

Our misfortune, our decline, started
in 850 AD. Our dominance of the
world came tp an end, and our situa-
tion deteriorated. This is about the
time when Sankaracharya with his
own thinking, with his on contradic-
tions and a certain amount of dialec-
tical argument, came into promince
with the result that he threw out
Buddhism and Brought back Hinduism
with its varnashrama and casteism
which had almost gone out of India.
When this devlelopment took place,
some people sided with the Muslims,
and subsequently you know what
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happened, For 1,100 years we have
suffered domination from the pepole
who had alwaysg thought that India
was such a prospersous country,

Why India as prosperous also they
have said. Betwecn 250 B.C, and 850
AD., Indian goods useq to be sold
in the international market at 25 per
cent higher than the goods of other
countries, Now this shows that India
had a glorious past and thig was not
out of nothing, but out of certain
homogenity, certain natural advantages
which our country had. We have Jost
thewe advuntages—why? For no
reason, Why is jt that today we con-
tinue to suffer inspite of our having
been independent? This is the point
which ig agitating mos: of us. Owver
30 years have passeq since indepen-
dence and whether it is Congress Gov-
ernment or Janata Government or anyv
other Governmnt, some how or olher,
we have not been coming out of the
cvele by which we can improve the
lot of our people. Our hon, Minister
was saying that the removal of caste
svstem j= not ecasv. I know it ig not
easy. Mahatmaji tried iy and he
fouzht for it throuchour hiz life. But
I might say that he diq contribute
something and that was valuab'e and
that we are today almost giving up.
That is why T have made thi: sugwes-
tion.

As in other part; of the world, we
should have no caste gvstem becausze
the caste syztem is not at all likely to
bring us any gains, It may be that
some sections may bc at advantage.
It is not difficult. Today, if any one
goes to South India, he will see that
there Brahmins are in trouble. Why?
They say that in earlier years, they
used to be in Government services and
the domination of Brahmins was such
that the other people were feeling
against it and when these people got
the majority rule they went after the
Brahminz and they have chased them
out from South India. It appears that
a Brahmip boy does not get admission.
into certain schoolg and colleges. After
all, Brahmins are also Indians. We
have no grudge against Brahmins or
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anybody else. The point is—how India
could be brought back to its prominence
and how even the Brahmins’' interests
could be better served by bringing
certain amount of advantages which
“could be had by integrating India and
raising jts development?

Here 1 would jike to say onc small
thing. Unfortunately, the peopn’e are
noy realising the ganging up which is
teking place. - The Brahmins. from
northern—most part of the country,
Kashmir to the southern—most part of
the country, Kanya Kumari, from
Dwaraka to Manipur feel that they are
one fraternity and irrespective of the
part from which he is coming, if he is
a Brahmin, he js promotcd. 30 years
ago when we starteq off, we had a
situation which was not that bad. Some-
time in 1947, when the Union Public
Service Commission was formed and
subsequently when Mr, Banerjee was
put in charge of that, he recruited
17,000 people and now these pcople
are in advanced positions. Since then,
the recruitment is so arranged that
some-how or other, if he is Chatterjec.
Iver, Ivengar, Bhat. Trivedi, or
Dwivedi, then that fellow gets the
opportunity. This sor{ of thing
happened and subsequently also it is
hapnening. Today, we are saying that
we are giving some advantages to the
Haiijans. What is the advantage?
After all, we must realise that for
thousands of vears they have been
depresed or suppressed very much
and today if we think that by giving
them a few opportuniticcs here and
there, we are doing them a great
favour, that is a perversion of our
thinking. We are not even paying
the penalty for a]l that we have done.
This is something, which I would not
like to dilate further. | would simply
say this much: just now the Minister
saig that they have given them jobs.
Very close to our own Parliameni, in
some post office—I read in some paper
—one Harijan girl was given employ-
ment and she was raped by two fellcws
and again by the Assistant Post-
master. This is the thing that happen-
ed very close to Delhi Then you
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can imagine what is happening in
other centres where the Harijans are
in jsolation. This js, unfortunately,
our position. Therefore, I would say,
the more we think about it, the more
we fee]l hurt, It does not require
much intelligence to know that so
and so is a Brahmin; s¢ and so belongs
to such and such a caste. This has,
unfortunately, gone to such an extent
that it insults us.
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The elections are fought on caste;
the politics has put emphasis on caste.
This has created further problems.
The Minister knows it, we know it.
What are we doing about it? We
know, this is harming the country. If
we want to have the integration of the
country, if we want to have a classless
society and if we are out for an objec-
tive of the development of the country
and raising the standard of living of
the people of our country, if we want
to bring about harmony among our
people, it iz but mnatural that we
shou'd not create these dissentious
which would unnecessarily disrupt the
progress of the country. This is what
I would urge upon the hon. memboes
and the Government through you, <ir,
that we should delete the caste before
or after the name.

Ultimately, whatever may be ‘*he
contention, if you just see, it does nol
require much knowledge or intelli-
gence 1o know who he is, If it is a
“Bhat”, we know he is a Brahmin;
if he is a “Patel”, we know who he is.
If it is some other name, we know who
he js. This is unc point which should
be taken into consideration.

Then, there is another point. Unfor-

tunately, religion also, somehow or
other, has come into .play. For
instance, we have ‘Jains” Everybody

knows that a ‘Jain” belongs to a par-
ticular religion. One “Jain” will help
another “Jain’". That is also something
which is not favourable to the
country’s interest.

There are alsg regional tensions, We
already having enough of regional
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problems. If we are emphasizing that
by indication of the name, that alsn
hurts us. Most of our gods do not
have any caste. We al] know what
“Rama” is and what *Krishna” js. It
does not require to suffix or prefix to
ieil who “Rama” is and who “Krishne’
is. Therefore, if a person is afraid that
without putting a prefix or suffix
before or after his name he is going
to be lost, then, 1 think, he is suffering
from some illusion. For example, in
‘Punjab, there are Akalis: they write
“Sardar”. “Sardar” means what?
There is no particular mention of any-
thing; there js nothing. Still they con-
tinue to have some sort of recognition.
‘Therefore, I would say, the identity
cannot be lost altogether if the name
is not having a suffix or a prefix. It is
totally unnecessary.

More emphasic had been put on
these things during the British days
because they had the intention of
creating  dissentions. They gid not
want the Indian people to live in
peace, in harmony, with one another.
‘So, they wanted to create disharmony.
“Divide and Rule” was one of their
many policies. The convenience device
was to bring in caste. religion, com-
munity or region. All these things
were responsible for manyv of the ills
from which we have :uffered for quite
a number of years.

We have to recover. We are in the
‘33rd year of our Independence. In
1947, we took reigns of Government.
We are now in 1979. From 1947 to
1979, for these 33 years, we have
struggled. We have to see whether
the struggle has been successful. We
-must recognise one thing, In these 33
years, we can find out which of the
communities have been able to get a
particular position and what is the
device by which they have got it. We
have known that it is not possible for
anybody to reach a particular position
irrespective of what 3 person is. That
is because the newspaper media is con-
-trolled by a particular community. If
a person of a particular community
speaks something, it will be highlight-
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ed but if another man from another
community speaks, it would be blank-
ed out and nothing would appear in
the newspapers. The whole thing
is being done because the name itself
would indicate who is the person who
is talking, and they would accordingly
decide upon what sort of prominence
they should give, what promotional
publicity they should give and they
may decide to deny it altogether,

We should also know the repercus-
sions of indication of caste either by
way of suffixing it or prefixing it. or
of one's religion or region or any other
indication. It js going 1o harm the
country and create dissensions among
our people. It is not a helpful device
but is a harmful one. There is no
particular gain whatsoever. If there
is any gain to our Constitution or to
cur people in terms of any material
benefit or spiritual benefit or any other
benefit then | would immediately say
‘Forget about it and let us continue to
have the indication’. But there is not
the least gain. 1 have tried to see if
there is any possibility of anv advan-
tage to be gained by this indication—
whether a person’s identity would be
better established or whether there is
some other way in which thic indica-
ticy is pgoing to be of help. There is
net a single real reason which would
be of assistance or help. This is also
unnatural because the Gods have not
provided for it, nor have the Indian
Vedax provided for it nor have sub-
sequent religions like Buddhism any-
thing 1o do with it. It was crcated
because of some sort of eccentricity
of certain individuals, and we have
‘been carrying on.

If one goes to any country, whether
a small couniry like Japan or a big
country like the United States or the
Soviet Union or if one goes to any part
of the world, one cannot find a single
country or a single spot in the world
where an indication of caste or reli-
gion is given. Therefore, in the
circumstances, why should we con-
tinue with a device or mcertain feature
which does not have a single advant-
age, but which has all the elements of
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disruption and disintegration of India?
When the Constitution itself provides
for integration of the country and
harmony of the people and a certain
amount of progress and equal oppor-
tunitieg to al!, what is the real reason
that we still continue to have this
sort of prefixes and suffixes which
really do not help us in any way?

I have many more points but I
think many Members have indicated
that they would like to speak on this.
I would naturally like them also to
say as much as they would like to...

MR, CHAIRMAN: You have taken
about onc-sixth of the allotted time.

SHRI D. D. DESAI: [ am sorry,
then: 1 will be closing just now.

Therefore, 1 would like to say. don’t
believe in anything which was written
during the last 1100 years because
these 1100 vears have not been our
glorioug vears. Go back to our ances-
try and our history and you will see
that none of these things existed, and
how prosperous we were. We want
to he as prosperous and as well-off in
the world and as enterprising in the
world and as acceptable in the world
as we can be and, for doing so, it is
necessary for us to adopt whatever
sma!l steps we can. I wou'ld not say
thiz will solve everything: it is not the
panacea for all jlls. but it is a small
step for our development, and this
step may be taken,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

“That the Bill to provide for pro-
hibition on indication of caste, re-
ligion, community or region, etc
with the name, be taken into consi-
deration.”

st feamae wETE gvew © I & EFENA
& fan wiedz @—ag wOE WL
afm 38 & §3 &7 &1 wE s @
g

1

oo T Teg (W)
, Wi W& §A ¥ EIEA
, W dEmé e A OF

|
4

4
£

|
1

VAISAKHA 28, 1901 (SAKA)

Indication of 410
Caste Bil|

¥ & wnfa qur w1 wem A g

N‘E“"ﬁ_W, g T O’ 4T
o 99 9T AT oamefed @ 0 gETY

AT qL qESA ¥t oo wrAw fr fE

WA A AT A 4 aww, wfam, dey

W7 W7 ¥ oA f enfew 4,

wf'mﬁ'.wmwm

FT

_ MEWaex § wen wat (it afreamr
wew) : gAT oo & o§a g ?
e Iwt fag 0 wEE ot 98 X @

T2 T 33 et # aoerw
S, A1 agA AEA AN AAAT N,
ATA A9 & OF 4N g0 47 HX gz fame-
oz fawa & awar @ afar & g agm
f& g2 A1 Fvi sgeT A wg 4r, 99
& wror ag faga grof & W faga @

q

3
T3

# gfaa w7 wfzr &1 wh & e wr
az 4@ 21 & Affw A WA W7
¥ nF @A 49r 39 FT 0§ QAT
qr | AEHF § AAS AT Al SHT &, "Aqer
F1 o1 fawE #, 4 zaA &1 famdt oz
o &= & 91 qud Af7 o F fer R
vgré wEwm moe TrETE, fr sedw sgfer &t
AT TR FAT & AW 90% orfed &
wTAT ¥ Zrm & @1 cafer wow e
®1 WA T § AT WOA W R 9F AT,
a7 =fe 39 @ ¥ A, 99
T #t aw wm, feww S@oAd
gar 21 xaf  saw =fE w0 owTE
QA g AIfET /Y AT W1 OgETe WA
fomas waTz o 7 wAewfa & o, v &
ag wem wEm g fr aqerfr & o o
as 2, I Zm AW afer W owser
@d § I AGATE | IWA wET R

“FreaTal AT

wfageq ¥ 7ATT |

aral %1 AwE

fafefr &aF%g 1



4[2

Indication of

Caste Bill

MAY 18, 1979

Prohibition on

411

Wcmim_,mfw.ﬂ‘m..w _ &...m.. E WM tﬁh,a EE a:w Esegr
ﬁﬁwmﬁmwmm ¥ mmmm £ m mmmwm wm%wﬁﬂ
™o . _m,w.q._. & Fr i._s.m m.w r. m FEE
m il ..ﬂ.,m \_ﬂﬂ ) ..H —% W ﬁﬁm W k& 19 - Ear
mﬁ_m _ﬁ-w« B W o= “. ﬂ mg E ﬂ.mﬁlmb H_n.‘ﬂ_ﬂm .?m_.wm
iyl Pogtih g phmbeabeintty
wmmmmmwwm 1 : 3 .mm mem Ee mmma?m- m.mdm.m.fwuwmmmﬁmm
ST P RS M RO H A el R
B | y q m e S E
Fepvowfi0s 2B B g EpEefie W Ebipe i s Ergrierty
#EFEEEES PvEoeE | ummmmm?mmmmwvmw WM
e RRGHE I e d
W f._s w ¥ .mw:m Wm o m m F m mm - -
.% B EF me 9 M efe e ¥ MT £ | E
.u._m l._k..n mﬂ., m W..ﬁ,ﬂ “.m E .ﬂm ..mm .n.m.m_..m i Hm
3 wa.w.g_ﬁ, .Wﬁmi W \_.m;w . .wﬁ:.m . : EEE qm_.
H.....u.m.ma w\mmﬁm_\ ook m .w E¥g M,m Ecs. .Fm.m : mwwm_ " .w.m
,m..mwa.,,@.m,maw«my ”l ﬁ_mnmﬁ cer REEEY : mwﬁmmw__,mm.Wmm.,,.m.,r,._ ; : 4,
mﬂmﬁwmw.{m FEx ww.mm. mw & Wmmm qmﬁm.,m WW qmmwwm.,m,. W W &
m ) wﬂ.mv. ﬂ ﬂ..& .man :q_q ._mﬁ m_wl e
#aﬁq.mw.n m Wﬂhﬁﬁrm mm .mem hﬁﬁﬁm Hmm_u.



¥ O P-pSedg2i
* ssEREgal’
= w_ae..wm._w.um.m
...J......me.mmn - T«
QO = = T sow
.I.ms S = O
£E@ 58c°°08 ES
IR =
umerlh....h mnmvh_.m
SR nnE.B.lamwﬂ_
28 a9 X Ey ,Tox
SO ccREgEL ST
- ee.m,lmm.ume
eemhr aah
Q. m.mmN -
w U —
g reQcvwg°
~ U.ag‘l_a net
) it @ w
< ERC -l I
= =1 a
M o ® o8B ,8
< v @ w05 @ .0
<) @ 5§ R5gC°
YOS ERLZ g
- Ihaaweu E
3 ~ESSEERS
L ]
3
1
m \m _-_.n-,.ﬂ. m

Prohibition on

W.n—.
: ; 14

that they have done so at least politi=

m

mm %
m”mem i5 m@ﬁﬁmmwmmnmi :
$mm Eo nm mmwama mmﬁ

mmmumﬁ,m mmm sebrke mm.m

cally, they appear to be satiated. They

ideology of

and are now as much

given up their

have

reservationg

against the so-called communal order

as were once the brahmins,

b &

nmwwammmﬁmmmewm

mmww

mw mm&m
93

YE

B m

mmmiiw

m EFEr wwmammﬁmummwmn

Epeak?

mmm“

mmmmmq e

mWanmmmWw

o & AT 3
E&Fw® E g
FEETEFTEES

Wﬁ% m.mcmﬁ m .mm.
_nm.ﬂ ﬂﬂm\m *WWMM

b
wammfa

wmﬁwW

mmu

g
lity between unequals

a

,m ma\m & a

xwﬁmmﬁéjaﬂﬁm@gﬁmu

ﬁ

m wnm_«
m.m,m .

cm.m.mﬁ |3 W

mww&n—ﬂ ..m._ﬁx_ﬂa_.a

ZATE &7 WIEAT T
mgﬂvwﬁr{?w
aF gIAT w@rare

Fwar g fx za fagas 1

g
a

L

Chairman, Sir, social

inequalities and injustice based on
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caste, religion, community or region
are much less imported now than 5.
or 60 yearsago. Butthe debate still
continues and the Bill before this
Hquse for discussion and debate, 1
think and in my Party’s view tends
to divert the attention of the nation
specially the wvast poor masses of
peopie including the SC and ST and
linquistic religious minorities who
crave and fight for equality, justice
and socialism from a new kind of
emerging injustice out of the advan-
tage of developing capitalists in India.
Whether the new stratification is to
be called a class or a caste system or
something e!se is a malter of seman-
ties. But what is unquestionable is the
emergence of a new caste/a new sta-
tus group, a new kind of inequality
and injustice and this new class or cast
is said to be based on educational, oc-
cupational and economic stratification
Some examples of this new c'ass are
the higher Indian Civil Services like
I.A.S. und the top managerial posts
and industrial entrepreneurs. But
the iraditional caste structurc which
was interwoven with feudal, semi-
feudal land-relation structure in the
rural areas and the religious. ideolo-
gical super-structure of bourgeois
landlard power structure has now
undergone modification by super-im-
position of class exploitation, oppres-
sion. The caste prejudices are relied
upon to perpetuate their class rule. In
Indian politics caste has become a
major factor, and in Indian society
which has basically remained autho-
ritarian, capitalistic in structure and
attitude, capitalism, restriction of edu-
cation, wealth, land, industry in selec-
ted privilegeu groups and denial of
equal opportunity for development
of all sections of population have
been three major forces for misfor-
tune.

That is why in spite of the Policy
of Justice, provisions, safeguards and
Directive Principles in the Constitu-
tion and many Acts and Laws availa-
ble in States as well as the Union
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Territories,. the Centre failed not
only to bring about perceptible cco-
nomic change 1n the standard of liv-
ing of the weaker sections of our
people but it has alsg failed to nar-
row down the existing discrimina-
tions, inequalities, poverty, unem-
ploymens among these people. On
the other hand, the inequalities, in-
justice that exist are widening. So,
the rich are becoming richer, the
pcor, the unemployed are remaining
so. In the socialist countries, all
these problems have been solved, not
because there was no religion no
caste there, but because there the
system of development, the economic
system is such that there was o
more the rich and the poor class:
that there was no exploitation’ and
there was no scope for exploitation.
That i1s why the people in the capi-
talist couniries particularly in India.
aspire for socialism; at least their
wishes and aspirations for socializm,
for cqual opportunity justice are in-
crencing day by day and in tlo capita-
lisy countries hke India, the Jandlords
bourgeois state apparatus which re-
quired accumulation of huge surpiu-
ces which are being apyropriated
through exploitation are responsihle
for the perpetuation of these crimes.
This exploitation is possitie because
of the poor vast masses, the high ups
in government and political leader-
ship have direct interest in perpetui-
tion of the crimes. That is the rca-
son why 1 draw the attention of the
Government to  the fact  that
new growing and fighting masses
and their  organisations under
the democratic, less progressive
forces and powers are emerg-
ing and that they can piay 3
vital part, not only in eradicating all
these evils, but also in establishing
socialism. The other forces, reac-
tionary forces, vested interests can-
not do it because they think and act
in terms of caste, religion, community

and national disintegration. In the
international world all over the world
there are capitaiist countries and so-
cialist countries; there is socialism
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and capitalism and there is a gulf of
difference between the two. Only by
omission of certain names to denote
caste or religion or community, socia-
ism, casteless and classless society can
not be brought about. In India, the
very policy of mixed economy and
the very path of capitalist develop-
ment which require buge accummu-
iation of surpluses, which are appro-
priated through exploitation are caus-
ing and creating injustices and inequ-
alities, so a solution cannot be ex-
pected and is not expected from capi-
talist structure of society and system
of economy which breed protect the
evils. A classless, secular, democra-
tic society is only possible in socialist
countries.  Therefore, I think, there
is an attempt to diveri the attention
of the great masses of people from the
bright prospect of the unity of all
leftist, democratic, progressive for-
ces to fight out the cvi's and bring
evolution
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out socialist not through
but through revolution. With  these
words, I conclude.
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wind W@k A 7 o fawr agr car §—
d Iw & gNA NG § W g § A/

w1
T 9T FAL qIE F AT q¥AT & | TH
T ATZ § TILEH I g7 qgq @® ¢ |
ATy qee A fam west 7w A Ty g faw w1
qw fFar &, # IW w1 AT FAE |

SHRT KRISHNA CHANDRA IIAL.
DER (Durgapur): What about. Hali-
an-Houyr discussion? It is already 6
O'Clock.

MR, CHAIRMAN:; Evervbody
knows that Half-un-llour discussion
wil] be taken up at 18.25 hrs.

The next speaker is Shri Huxkam-
deo Narain Yadav.
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w7z aET & {3 T qai 2 7 410 @
fadgas ®GA-FOT 4T 71 27 AR A 0F &
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fae A ow BT a1 gAE a1 1 Fifq q9r F

@ ATT A AT AT ITAF F 2T A7 F QIO
w7 a4 frzs 7af, zforq, mfzafat w1
TR 37 G AW 4 g4 A7 ®AA A1 A+
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Afrai g1 gEw fag ¥ fdwea @ifg o
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VENKATASUBBAIAH
Mr. Chairman. Sir, the
Bill that has been introduced by Shri
D. D. DESAI is good in spirit, but I
doubt whether the objectives he has
mentioned will be practicable and
possible of fuifilment. The cuestion
is whether the prohibition of caste,
community, religion and region would
be possible. The  spirit behind the
suggestion for the abolition of castes
in this eountry is good. 1 do not
know whether the name Kajrolkar
indicates any caste; similarly, Ven-
katasubbaiah does not indicate any
caste,

But the caste system, which has
come into stay for centuries together,
has created a vested interest, and
the slogan is ‘“community above coun-
try and myseif above community”.
The caste system has become a vest-
ed interest and people have been ex-
ploiting the name of caste and per-
petuating their hold on the people.

‘When even after two years the con-
stituents of the Janata Party are
not able to forget their own original
caste, is it possible to abolish the cas-
te system which has been built up
over centuries? Even now some of
the leaders are being identifled as
champions of certain castes and com-
munities. One big leader is being
Ydentified a8 a leader of a particular

SHRI P
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community. Because of the strength

of that community he was able to be y

inducted into the Cabinet. These are
factors which one has to take into

consideration when one  discusses
these matters.
Sir, this caste system, I feel, has

been manipulated by the politicians
more than anybody else. If you take
the elections that have been conducted
in this country from 1937 to 1977, you
will see a tremendous transformation

and whichever political party it might ~

be, when the selection of candidates
come. they do not go by the merits ot
the candidates, but they only see that
the first qualification should be to find
out in that particular constituency
which is the dominant cast or cem-
munity and to that extent they want
that particular candidate to be set up.
It is the politicians that have been res-
ponsible for this caste calamity in this
country.

PROF, P. G.
(Gandhinagar): Why do you stop at
19777 You better say. it is still going

on.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: Yes,

it is going on,

At one time, the Marxist leader. Mr.
Sundarayya, voluntarily called himself
as ‘Sudarayya’ when his name was
Sundararama Reddy’ . There are cer-
tain people who have been leading this
mevement in this countiry to see that
this caste system is gbolished. I am
not trying to flatter anybody, but you
see in this cocuntry two States stand
out particularly which were able to

contain casteism to a great extent.

MAVALANKAR «

A
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One is West Bengal and another is
Kerala. You don’t find the virus of
casteism in these two States. Even
though Mr. Samar Mukherjee still
wants to have his surname ‘Mukherjee’
to his name, but I think to a great
extent the cemmunist ideology was
responsible for containing casteism in
these two States, But in other States
it is terribly rampant and that politi-
cians are exploiting it to their advaat-
age to prepetuate casteism.

Sir, Mr. Desai wanted the prohibilion
of using the name of caste it is all
right; prohibition of using  the
name of the community is all right.
But when it comes to prohibition of
using the name of the region, I am not
able te understand. How can I change
my leader's name, Mr. Stephen, and
some others’ name? Also, how can I
change Mr. Jaffer Sharief’s name so as
to transform himself to be a person
without any religion? These are im-
practicabie things. But one fact
remains, He said: “prohibition on
indicaticn of caste, community, reli-
gion and region”. He said that neither
religion can be mentioned, but the very
name itself sometimes gives a religious
connotation. So, Sir, it 1s a good
beginning and every one should strive
to see that these caste barriers are
cut and then enly we can have a caste-
less society. Sir, the Government has
to take certain concrete steps in thus
regard. They have to encourage inter-
caste and inter-religious marriages
and there must be some encourage-
ment and incentives to be given so that
You may remove this caste system en-
tirely from this country. Unless that
is done by this Bill or by any such
thing, you will not be able to abolish
or remove this monster of a casteism
that is being perpetrated by certain
interests for ages together.

18.24 hrs.

(MR. SPEAKER in the Chair)

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Venkatasub-
biah you may continue later.
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(HAH DIS)
ASSENT TO BILL

SECRETARY: Sir, I lay on the Table
the Special Courts Bill 1979, passed
by the Houses of Parliament during
the current session and assented tc.

18.25 hrs.

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

IMPLEMENTATION OF PROHIBITION
POLICY IN STATES

MR. SPEAKER: We now come 10
Half-an-Hour discussion. Mr, Faleiro:

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Mormu-
gao): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on this half-an-
hour's discussion on prohibition, may
I say at the very outset to make a
poini that the prohibition pelicy has
failed everywhere in the world includ-
ing USA and USSR where the law
enforcing machinery is much stronger
than in this country. As far as this
country is concerned, it was the Prime
Minister when he was the Chief Minis-
ter of the erstwhile Bombay State who
introduced prchibition there. This is
a State which is adjacent to my own
territory. One does know that ulli-
mately it failed to such an extent that
this policy had to be given up in
Maharashira. I am told by Members
from Maharashira that it was a Chief
Minister of Maharashtra, who teday is
a Member of this House, who said at a
press conference that he had a meetiug
with the prohibition lobby, and in that
meeting he found that the bootlegger
lobby was represented in strength, and
the pecple who manufactured illicit
liquor were the persons strongly in
favour of prohibition.

The longest period of prohibilion has
been in Tamil Nadu and Gujarat.
Studies show that deaths cn account
of the consumption of illicit liquor has
been the highest in the country in
these two states.

PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR (Gan-
dhinagar): A large number of people
died during the first election in my
own constituency.



