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MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

(i) ALLOTMENT OF SEAT TO THE

LEADER oF THe OppPOsiTION IN THE

Swearing IN CerReEmoNY OF THE
PRESIDENT

12+ 47 hrs.

_SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Chira-
yinkil) : It is a very happy occasion.. ..

MR. SPEAKER : You have mercly
to call attention.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI:I am
only drawing the attention of the House.

Lest 1 should bhe misunderstood, I
should say that it was a very happy
day for every one of us and we all attended
the ceremony of the assumption of office
by the President of India. nfortunately,
there was an  incident. The Leader
of the Opposition and the leader of our
party, Shri Y. B. Chavan, was given
a seat in the third row, and the leaders
of other groups had no scats at all. The
President of the Congress Party was
sitting at the recar, while thc President
of the Janata Party, Shri Chandrasckhar,
was in the forefront.

We arc least bothered about the scating,
but the attitude of the Government
towards the Opposition is the main
point, because, as you very well know,
Government has always been swearing
by democratic values.,

MR. SPEAKER : This is not a debate.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI : We believe
whatever the Prime Minister says and
we belicve that he mecans it and that
he sincerely wants to respect the Oppo-
sition, but this was made by the Home
Ministry officials.

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESATI) : I would like to
clarify that as soon as this was raised
yesterday—I had not known anything
about it before—I madec enquiries, and
I found that the arrangement was made
by the Home Ministry, and not by Parlia-
ment Secretariat, The arrangements were
made on the assumption that the leader
of the Opposition has Cabinet rank.
Therefore, he was put along with Cabinet
Ministers, but not in the front. Person-
ally, and as Government, we have said
that we want to give full importance
to the Opposition. It is, thercfore,
necessary that the Leader of the Opposition
ought to be in the front line, and I have

iven those instructions. I am sorry

what has happened, because it should
not have happened like this. This will
not happen in future.
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(ii) REINSTALMENT & RETREPCHED
FMPLOYFES ‘VIR ARjUN’

ot v T (feeiR) 0 e
wgrT, faewx, 1976 ¥ “Aowefa’
T T faar nar a1 o} SEH & wF
™ A qarfew ¥ § frerer fag g 3,
afeT ot weaR W 6T qgelt e
1977 ¥ M T fear mr g 1 AfeT
@A W garfow fre Ay ¥ I
Y FM 9X A Afgw 91 feg
AR T 19 § fF ITH FW 9T Y
JATET AT | WG 60 qqTIH TH §
forg #1 9¢ 7 Fam & F1Ior 39 wPATE
F o A 37 af@a @ R @ R
IT AWIT A FwHE F 9 € g
1 &, wafds :1 o7 fay 8, fesr
Gl I I F1 AT TEY o |
1 A€ & FET qg T AT qE
fora g &, 3t o= AR femi o
g ® 2 aggt af f& dewgaw &
AAHT F' A1 afFa §, 39 ¥ ferdw
F faar & f faely ot wwg f-uo
& AT B fgwraa § geare w7 o
AT & | ZHY A8 A AT gEL A@EA ®
qAHE g, w8 3feaq owsw ar
g FEErad, 3 W FAER I W
foama & fau fewigmw & orfefage
L@ g foedt €z g
e BIWE A Y T & fewa
gk g

WAy WEIeT, T AAY K S
3T 26 fa7 & 7@ &, vt OF qLFC A
TE A WA A TR T
FANTEY 1 WICTH LT I @AW=
& A I @ W & waww g
Tg G g W TG q@ @, T
qa-dey  weEy T § wfew @
aFdt &, 9% g0 ¥R ¥ fo0 ™
N wewAT qfws ) ST | OF
acH gATE Su™ Ht S Y AF |
FagFga e v st a<ETQ qarnla



