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to request the Home Minister to place
before thé House information, if any
obtained by the CBI in regard to this
matter. This is a clear case of charac-
{er assassination and I would request
you to kindly ask the Home Minister
fo make a full statement in the
matter.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA
(Delhi Sadar): This is g5 very import-
ant issue that he has raised. The
Home aMinister should make a state-
ment.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He has
requested for @ statemrent, and the
matter will be sent to the Home Mi-
nister.

17.24 hrs,
MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

(1) HAVOC CAUSED BY
LAKSHADWEEP

CYCLONE 1IN

SHRI P, M. SAYEED (Laksha-
dweep): 1 am gure this House has, by
this time, heard the harrowing re-
ports of the plight of the cyclone vi-
ctims from Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu.

My sympathies go out to them and
when I say this, | know what a cy-
clone can do. I am now here to
invite the attention of this House
and the Government to the havoc that
has been brought about in Laksha-
dweep.

At the very outset, let me tell the
House the better side of the tragedy.
In Lakshadweep not a life was lost.
This was due to the timely warning
and timely action—not from the me-
teorological department but from our
village elders who have watched and
learnt to interpret nature. They
tould and did warn the population of
the impending calamity hours in ad-
vance, anq the population took shel-
ter under strong buildings at high
locations.

But that is all about the brighter
Side. They have survived the cyclone,
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but they are left with nothing to sur.
vive any more.

The worst hit is an island named
Kalpeni—an island with an area of
just 625 acres but a population of
4,000. It is an island more than 130
miles away from the mainland and
even the nearest island in the group
is about 35 miles away. -

The entire island was under four
feet of sea water. The fresh water
wells have been salinated. All the
standing crops are gone and nothing
may grow for years. Out of 600
homes, 150 are completely destroyed
and another 400 need repair. Not a
single government office or quarters
is without damage,

Out of the two lakh coconut trees,
only 25,000 will bear any fruit any
more. Nearly one-third of the cattle
perished. Out of 1400 goats, only
200 survived. Out of 6,000, only
1,000 poultry are left.

Being an island, the only mode of
travel is by boat. Most of the boats
have been damaged.

This is the picture of Kalpeni, The
4.000 people are alive but are now
captives in an island where nothing
can grow. Very few roofs are avail-
able and even drinking water ig a
scarcity.

The other islands in the group also
had their share of the fury. At
many places, the losses are being as-
sessed. They are not as big as these
of Kalpeni, bul they are not insignifi-
cant either.

Lakshadweep suffers from being
small and being away. We are very
small—the smallest constituency in
this House and mine is a feeble
voice. ....

SOME HON. MEMBER: No, we all
support you.

SHRI P. M. SAYEED: We are the
farthest perhaps from this Capital.
And now to those handicaps has been
added the fact that our misery has
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been eclipsed by the colossal tra-
gedy on the easterh coast.

We do not have on Assembly; we
are directly under the Central rule,
Qur smallness and our location might
have been the reasons for the fact
that nobody in authority from the
centse or the mainland wvisited us in
this hour of our need,

I am not saying thiz as a complaint
or in anger. I am only saying this
out of a feeling of helplessness and
loneliness.

Whatever that may be, I request
the Government, Sir, to urgently take
some steps to help those pcople in
that island.

Firstly, let there be a medical team.
Also let thcre be more supplies of
food arlicles--not only grain Let
there be supply of building material—
cement, timber, tiles, lime, asbestos
ete.

Secondly, pleasc send some s0il sci-
entists. Let them test the soil and
suggest something to make it it for
cultivation. Then, rush coconut seed-
lings, other seeds and fertilizers

Thirdly, pleasc give them fishing
boats and also two big boats so that
inter-island  traffic could be re-
established. Now, not only the
mainland but even we in the other
island are helpless to help our bhre-
thren.

Sir, T hope the Government  will
take these measures, Let it not be
said that those people who had sur-
vived the cruelty of nature were
doomed by the inaction of men, Just
because we are small and away, let
us not be forgotten.

17.29 hrs.

(ii) ACCUMUIATION OF STOCKS 1IN
SOMI SICK  ILXTILE MILLS
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