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(v) ALLEGED DELAY IN ISSUING PASSPORT
FROM COCHIN OQFFICE.

PROF. P. J. KURIEN (Mavelikara):
This is to bring to your kind notice the
inordinate delay in issuing passports from
the Cochin Office. Thousands of applica-
tions are pending for months and there are
applications which are pending for more
than a year. Such delay is causing real
problems to some of the applicants who
get sudden call from Gulf countries for
appointment. Many cases have come tO
my notice where the offer of appointment
is cancelled due to non-production of pass-
port in time. Quite @ good number of
applicants could not po and join duty in
time.

On enquiries it is understood that the
crisis is mainly due to the shortage of
passport books and owing to the shortage
of staff in the Cochin Office. 1 urge upon
the Minister of External Affairs to take

up the muatter and sce that sufficient pass-
- ..
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port books are made available to Cochin
Office and also the necessary staff stremgth
is provided. I also request that strict in-
structions may be provided so as to issue
the passport within one month of the date
of application.

(vi) NEED FOR TAKING STEPS FOR EFFECTIVE
WORKING OF NATIONAL CADET CORPS,
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