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1232 prs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

FrTeRED WaTER Sureiy 1N Dewmr
REPORTED TO BL CONTAMINATED WITH
INFECTIVE HEPATITIS VIKUS
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“Though the authorities are re-
juctant to disclose the exact num-
ber of infective hepatitis cases 1n
the capital, Tunning into hundreds,
or describing the current situstion
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as ‘an epidemic’ the Director-
General of Health Services, Dr.
J. B. Shnivastava says that Delhi's
water supply is not free from the
danger of this disease.”
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SHRI K. MALLANNA (Madhugiri).
In a big city like Delhi there are so
many causes which lead to all kinds of
diseases. They are water pollution,
air pollution and adulteration of food.
So, we should be very careful regard-
ing the health and sanitation system.

Now, we are concerned with water
pollution in Delhi. It is because of
mis-management and negligence of
water supply and sewarage authority.
All sorts of diseases like cholers,
malaria, gastro-enteritis, infective
hepatitis, etc, now-a-days are increas-
ing. The Times of India pubMNshed in
8 news-item that deaths from gastro-
enteritis were 780 whereas from in-

supply (CA)

fective hepatitis 32 in the year 1973,
This shows the water-borne incidents
are increaging. Regarding water-berne
incidents certain care should be taken,
The most important thing at Delhi is
inadequate supply of water, The Delhi
people get less water than they meed.
At least 40 gallons are required where-
as they get only 25 gallons per head.

There are only five water units
working at Delhi, In this connection
I would like to know whether these
five units are sufficient to supply
minimum required water. If not,
what steps have been taken,

My second point is regarding water
distribution and pollution, In a big
city like Delhi pipelines are running
into hundred kilometres, There are
so many leakages, bursts of pipes, re-
pairs which involve a lot of dust and
other contaminated substances which
make water get polluted,

The Delhi Corporation had set up
50 many hand pumps which are an-
other source of pollution, These
pumps are not only in authorised
colonies but also in unauthorised colo-
nies. The water coming out from the
pumpg is unsafe and containg all sorts
of contamination including the germs
of infective hepatitis. There is no
control over these pumps.

In this connection, I would like 1o
know from the hon. Minister what
ateps have been itaken by Government
to prevent contamination and the
spread of water-borne diseases, and
whether Government are thinking of
setting up mobile water testing labo-
ratories in the city.

Chlorination and filtration are gene-
rally used to purify the water, Some-
lines we find that there is excessive
chlorination of water ang some-
times there is no chlorination at all
In one of the Rainy wells chlorine
is mixed with the water which con-
taing iron. So, mg soon as chlorine is
mixed with fron, the iron contents
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are turned into ferric chloride which
is bad for the stomach. So, no proper
method is being sdopted for purifica-
tion of water.

The Okhla water plant contains
highly contaminated raw water. May
1 know from the hon. Minister what
steps huve been taken to rectify the
position? May 1 know also whether
the Okhla water plant which posses-
ses highly conlaminated raw water
wag recommended for closure? May
I know whether it is ., fact that the
neiatitis virus cannot be eliminated
by mere purification techniques, and
if so, whether Government have been
thinking of some other techniques to
ehminate this virus?

MR SPEAKER: According to the
rules, the hon. Memo2r can ask only a
quesiion; somehow, he should connect
his other questions with that one
question. Let him try to finish all
his guestions as pa-t of one guestion,
so that I may also justily it when 1
ask somebody to stop.

SHRI K. MALLANNA: I shall con-
clude in a minute. I{ is often com-
plained that there are no adequate or
proper measureg like vaccination and
inoculation adopted to arrest the
spread of diseases.

MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.
Member has not followeg what I said.
This is not an occasion for making a
speach. This is just an occasion for
seeking clarifications.

SHRI K. MALLANNA: I shall con-
clude by putting a question. I would
like to know f-om the hon. Minister
what steps have been taken to prevent
the spread of water-borne diseases.

DR, KARAN SINGH: The hon.
Member has asked aboul ten questions
and I ghall try to reply to cach one of
them.

MR. SPEAKER: He may treat it as
one question.
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DR. KARAN SINGH: First of all,
as regards the causes of diseases, there
are multiple causes for diseases, ard
water-borng diseases zre ome of vur
greatest  health hazards in this
country. As Health Minister, I am
keenly aware of the fact that water
supply Iis one of the basic require-
ments for good health.

At the outset, I would iike to maxe
one thing clear. Delhi is very much
betler oft then most Stales in India.
I am not saying that it could not be
better. I am simply saying that the
water supply for Delhi per day is 48
gallons per head, while in Bombay it
1g 29 gallons, in Calcutta 31.5 gallons
and in Madras it i1s only 17 gallons.
So, the first thing that I would like to
say is that ulthough there is scope for
improvement in Delhi which is the
capital city, the situation is not qute
ag bad as the hon. Member has tried
to make out.

Secondly, as regards the pipe-bursts,
I think evidently the hon. Member has
been relying very heavily on the press
report, Pipe-bursts were there, but
the informatioa that I have received
from the WHS Ministry tells me that
these pipe-bursts were looked into
urgently. They took place between
March and October, 1973 and they
were plugged.

The hand-pumps are not installed
by the Delhi Municipal Corporation.
They are installed by the private
people who live there. The DMC in
fact installs hydrants for drinking
water. and we have gone round and
see that they have been giving warn-
ings to people that drinking wates

should only be wused from these
hydrants and not from the hand-
pumps.

Therefore, it is not true that the
hand-pumps are provided. HMand-
pumps do provide polluted water, as
I said in reply to Shri Madhu Limaye.
Sub-soll water is heavily polluted.
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Therefore, it should not be drunk

without being boiled.

(Interruptions)

I do not want to cause a panic. The
Delhi Municipal Corporation does
chiorinate and treat the water supply
to Delhi. It is not as if the water is
all polluted; that will create an un-
necessary scare. As I said, I and my
colleagues in the WHS are certainly
keen to improve the situation.

With regard to Okhla, it is trize that
several committees have suggested that
the Okhla Plant should be closed
down. Unfortunately, until such time
as the Ramganga Canal or the Hyder-
pur project is completed, if we close
down the Okhla plant the water
supply will drop sharply. In order to
make up for that, super chlorination
of the Okhla water is being under-
taken. That may be responsible for
the taste that the hon. member
mentioned. So in order to make up
for the unsatisfactory sitvation at
Okhla, we are going in for special
chlorination. But we hope that when
the Hyderpur project is  completed,
which should be within the crurse of
the next two or three years, it should
be possible to close down the Okhla
plant.

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam):
In the first part of the statement of

the hon. Minister, there is this
sentence:
“There has beea no abnormal

increase in the incidence of this
disease in the Union Territory of
Delhi as compared {p previous
years”.

DR, KARAN SINGH: In fact, there
is a decrease.

SHRI SEZHIYAN: But the last

sentence says:

“It has been our observation that
these diseases tend to show an in-
creased incidence during the summer

Supply (CA)
months when there is scarcity of
water and also during the monsoon

months because of increased chances
of water pollution”.

DR. KARAN SINGH: That is every
year-general.

That means,
there is
there is

SHRI SEZHIYAN:
during this period when
scarcity of water or when
more water, you get this. There is a
normal increasz. ‘What he is plead-
ing is that there is no abnorrzal in-
crease in the incidence of this.

It is a well-known fact that these
water borne diseases manifest them-
selves not immediately but in 30-40
days. While I do not want ic create
a panic, if there is the slightest

doubt of contamination, is it nct
better for them to take immediate
steps for survaillance in respect of
this disease? It is said that the

period of May to Soptember is consi-
dered to be the crucial period for the
three types of diseases, dysentery,
typhoid and infeclive hepatitiz. Is it
not better for him io take odvance
and preventive =teps if there i: even
the slightest doubt about conrtamina-
tion, even if there is a recorded normal
increase, as he says?

Comparison of the gualily cf water
here with that in western countries
is not helpful because what is con-
sidered to be safe in western countries
will not be safe here. The consump-
tion of water here is more where as
in western countries consumption of
drinking water ig very low, they take
to liquor whereas we take to drinking
water and we take more of it. What
is safe there cannot bhe safe here,
Therefore, will he arrange for a rede-
finition and to set up our own norms
and parameters as to what is safe for
human consumption in this country
with the expertise available here in-
stead of relying un the standards set
in western countries?

He made a comparison of the awvail-
ability of water here in Delhi with
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otber cities and said Delhi ig betier oft
than many other cities. I will put if the
other way. Madras and other cities
are worse off than Delhi in regard to
the supply ol water.

1 will make one more suggestion,
Inslead of using iron pipes for taking
drinking water will be consider using
plastic pipes which are free from cor-
rosion, which are easy and do not get
broken up? In western countries, this
has become very popular as a substi-
tute for iron pipes. In Holland, West
Germany and other countries, now a
days 80 per cent of the pipes 1s plastic,
Will he make a move in thig matier
which will go a long way to reduce
the consumption of iron and also re-
duce pollution and other things which
emanate from the use of iron pipes?

DR. KARAN SINGH: First about the
question of increase. I think I have
not been able to make myself clear.
I was trying to say that in the summer
and monsoon months generally there
was an increase in this sort ot disea-
ses. That 1s a normal increase every
year. About comparative increase,
compared to the last year, there has
been no abnormal increase this year
in fact there 18 no increase,
Figures with regard to other things are
not yet available. 1,000 samples are
tested every month regularly by the
National Institute of Communicable
Diseases in my munistry and the CSIR.
Apart from the standards laid down
by the WHO, the Health Mimisiry has
laid down chemical, physical, bacterio~
logical and biological standards for
water test. We do not rely upon
the norms of the western countries;
we have developed our own norms.
Finally, the suggestion regarding the
plastic pipes, it is interesting. My
colleague Shri Om Mehta of the
WHO Ministry is here and I am sure
he will take cognisance of this.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY
(Nazamabad): On account of water
borne diseases, the death rate 1Is
about 25 per cent. I want to
know whether the death rate

I

filtered water supply (CA) os
has gone up on account of water borne
diseases. Is it due to the hand pumps
installed in unauthorised colonies? Will
they dismantle them and insteag have
deep wells so that people may get good
water from these areas. Poor peuple
are not getting ifuel even 1o cook their
food, boilng water for drinking purpo-
ses 15 in their case next to impossivle.
The population of Delhi has increased
enormously. Are the civil amenilies
increasing in the same proportion or
not? The hon. Minister knows that
when the summer months or the mon-
seen months are coming, why should
he wait for these two seasons to come
for taking aclion? Why not these
steps be planned i1n advance so that
there is no recurrence of these disea-~
ses?

DR. KARAN SINGH: I am not sure
where the hon. Member got his figure
of 25 per cent death rate, according to
the figures I have for infective hepati-
fis in 1972 the death rate was ahout
1.2 per cent and in 1973 it was less
than one per cent.

SHR' M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
What about other diseases?

DR, KARAN SINGH: Certainly it 1s
not 25; 1t varies from diseases tn
disease. In small pox 1t is high. I
am not saymng that one per cent should
be accepled, we should 1try to pre-
vent it. Hand pumpg are mainly n
unauthorises colonies. It is part of
the problem of urban development with
which we are grappling : how to prevent
unauthorise colonies and see that the
metropolitan city develops properly.
He asked: are municipal amenities in
Delhi keeping pace wilh the growth
in population? This is a gquestion
which every city in the world is facing
I do not think there is a single city in
the world which can claim that the
municipa] arrangements are abhsolutely
as they should re. It is a constant
battle. I think Delhi bv and large is
better than most cities in India. Cer-
{ainly if more funds are made avail-
able, more amenities could he provid-
ed. The general point is with regard
to preveniive measures rather than
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curative measures. That brings us to
the very important aspect of communi-
ty and preventive health. So far we
have concentrated on clinical aspect
to the comparative neglect of com-
munity and preventive health. This is
something which we have got to set
right. General waring should be
glven but the real solution lies in
more drinking water supply and better
sewage facilities, The Government is
working on these measures in order to
give better service to the citizens of
the capital.

13 hrs.

STATEMENT RE: STRIKE BY
ENGINEERS IN NEYVELI LIG-
NITE CORPORATION, LTD.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHR1 SUBODH HANSDA): 8ir,
about 1200 Junior Engineers and
intermediary technical staff work-
ing in the Neyveli Lignite complex of
Neyveli Lagnite Corporation in the
South Arcot District, Tamil Nadu
went on strike from the mormng of
11th August, 1974 1n connection with
their demand for higher emoluments,
automatic promotion and upgradation
of certain categories. Following the
strike and sympathetic work-to-rule
action by the Assistant Engineers, the
Corporation has been compelled to
close down their briquetting,, fertilizer
and power plants. According to in-
formation received this morning, the
mines are, however, being worked.

The Junior Engineers and interme-
diary technical staff have already been
offered higher emoluments but in re-
gard to other demands, like automatic
promotion. eto.. these could not be
conceded. The Chairman, Neyveli Lig-
nite Corporation had offered to place
the matter before the Central Govern-
ment but this was not accepted hy the
Engineers and these officers decided to
‘80 on  psirjge Harler, t{here were

gl N

O lination talks with the Manage-
ment at Madras, which had also failed.
In this context it is relevant to note

Heyveli Lignite Corpm 156
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that strikes in the Neyveli complex
have bean prohibited by the Union
Government under the Defence of India
Rules. Forty seven persons have been
arrested so far in connection with this
illegal strike under the Defence of
India Rules.

This stoppage of work in a core-
sector industry like Neyveli Lignite
Corporation which produces badly
need power and fertilizers at this
juncture whem the country is facing
serious economic difficulties and all-out
efforts are being made by the Govern-
ment to rase production and combat
inflation is most unfortunate. 1, there-
fore, appeal to the striking Engineers
of Neyveli to appreciale the serious
consequences of their unjustified and
illegal strike and come back to work.

SHR! JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond
Harbour): As the statement has re-
vealed, it is a very serious matter.

MR. SPEAKER: Please conflne your
self to the procedural matter. Don't go
inlo the merits of the statement.

SHRI JYTIRMOY BOSU, I am seck-
ing your guidance in the matter. 16
people have been arrested. The bri-
quetting plant, the fertiliser plant ete,
have been shut down. We have ear-
lier given calling attention nolices,
But you have allowed the minister to
come wih a suo motu statement.

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam):
When there ig a calling attention notice
pending, if the minister makes a state-
ment, that will scuttle the calling
attention notice.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I have
given a tice under 377, a short notice
question and a calling attention notice
on this subject. They have been agita-
ting for the fulfilment of their legiti-
mate demands. Now 18 of them have
been arrested under the DIR. Who
shoulq have precedence—those who
have given calling attention notice so
that there jg o complete dialogue be-
fween both sideg or the minister to
make a Buo moli speech iy 4cif admi-
ration and an appear to the enginetrs?



