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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock

(MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, I
have to inform the House of the sad
demise of Pandit Vinodanand Jha who
Passed away at Kotakal, Kerala, last night
at the age of 71.

Pandit Vinodanand Jha was a sitting
Member of this House representing
Darbhanga constituency of Bihar. He was
a Member of the Constituent Assembly dur-
ing 1949-50. He served the State of Bihar in
many capacities. He was elected to the
Bihar Legislative Assembly in 1936 and
was Parliamentary Secretary, Bihar, from
1936-38. Laler in 1946, he became a Minis-
ler in the Bihar Cabinet. Therecafter he
rose to be the Chief Minister of Bihar and
held that office till 1963. He was a scholar
of repute and always championed the
Cause of aboriginals and backward classes.
He was a stalwart freedom-fighter, tall
amongst his contemporaries—a  great
Indian who loved his people and country
above everything else. He had not been
keeping good health for quite some time,
but despite that he had been attending the
House till a few days back. By his passing
away the country has lost one of the most
respected elder statesimen.

We decply mourn the loss of this distin-
guished colleague and 1 am sure the House
will join me in conveying our condolences
to the bereaved family.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF

HOME AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF
INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : Sir, I
rise with deep sorrow and a sense of shock.
Death has snatched away from us a great
patriot and scholar, a veteran colleague,
whom we held in high respect for his in-
tegrity and dedication.

Shri Binodanand Jha was a father
figure in Bihar. His record of service to
that State as legislator and Chief Minister
and to the entire country as a statesman of
vision is well known, In spite of continu-
ing ill-health, which you have mentioned,
and even when physical movement was not
easy for him, he remained mentally very
active and kept up his many interests. He
continued to work as a sincere political
and social worker. Wisdom and steadfast
loyalty to high principles guided his own
life and action and he left a deep impre-
ssion on all those who worked with him.
His loss will be greatly felt by our party
not only in Bihar but all over the country .

He was here amongst us only a few days
ago. Last evening I heard that he was
taken ill, but we felt that we could bring
him here and that further treatment would
have helped him to recover. So, it was a
shock when later the news came of his
passing away.

We join you, Sir, in offering our deep-
est sympathy and condolences to the
bereaved family.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERIJEE
(Howrah) : On behalf of my party, I share
the sentiments of sorrow cxpressed here
in this House, and express our sense of
bercavement to the family. We know he
was a public figure with his record of
public service. So his death is loss to the
country, and we express our heartfelt
sorrow for this.
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SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonarm) :
Sir, on behalf of my party, I associate
myself with the sentiments expressed by the
leader of the House, by yourself and other
members at the sad demise of Shri Vinoda-
nand Jha. We have lost a valiant freedom
fighter and a seasoned parliamentarian. 1
request you to kindly convey our deep
condolences to the bercaved family.
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SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandi) : Sir,
T had the privilege to know Shri Vinoda-
nand Jha since 1937. When I was a
student at Patna he was one of those few
stalwarts of freedom fighters from Bihar.
It is a great loss to this bounlry. The
country is poorer by losing an elder
statesman, whose presence would have been
very mnecessary at this time to guide the
destiny of this country. On behalf of the
Swatanira Party. 1 fully associate myself
with the sentiments of sorrow expressed
by yourself and other hon. members, and
I offer my condolences to the bereaved
family.

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI
(Berhampore) : Sir, while associating my-
self with the sentiments and the sense of
sorrow and griefl expressed over the sad
demise of Shri Vinodanand Jha, I have to
make a reference to one fact, which is not
known to many people. From the davs of
the first world war, Shri Vinodanand Jha
was also a very active member of the
underground revolutionary movement in
this country. That aspect of his life and
career is not known to many people. Sub-
sequently, when Mahatma Gandhi gave
the call, he joined the Congress and as
Mr. Mishra just now stated, he became one
of the most intimate followers and associ
ates of Dr. Rajendra Prasad. | also can-
not but lecl extremely sorry because as a
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Bengali, I do remember that he was one
of our senjor Bihari friends, who always
worked for Bengali-Bihari friendship and
he was one of thosc Bihari leaders who
could speak the chastest and most elegant
Bengali, far better than many Bengalis
themsclves. About his sweet behaviour to
friends and political opponents, everybody
has made mention. I again associate my-.
self with the sentiments expressed by you,
by the Prime Minister and by our other
colleagues.

DR. MELKOTE (Hyderabad) : Sir, on
behalf of the T. P. S., 1 would like to say
that I had known Shri Vinodanand Jha for
a long number of years. He was a stalwart
in the political field, a leader of Bihari and
a man of learning and stature. 1 associate
myselfl entirely with the sentiments express-
ed by the Leader of the House, by you and
by other members and 1 would request you
to convey our condolences to the bereaved
family.

DR. KARNI SINGH (Bikaner) : Sir,
on  behalf of the United Independents
Parliamentary Group, we wish to associate
ourselves in expressing our sensc of grief
over the passing away of a very
senior member of this House. Shri Binoda-
nand Jha. He was a very great par-
liamentarian and a very simple and kind-
hearted person. We request you 1o convey
our most heart-felt  condolences to the
bereaved family.

SHRI M. MUHAMMED ISMAIL
(Manjeri) : Sir, on behalf of my party,
the Muslim leaguc, and my own behalf 1
associate mysell” with the tributes paid and
the condolences expressed in the House
on the snd demise ol the worthy gentle-
man, Shri Jha. He was a leading member
of the Constituent Assembly and his valu-
ed cxperience would have been of service
to the country, particularly at this moment
of our history. 1. therefore, request that
our condolences may be included when
they are being conveyed to the members of
the bereaved family.
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MR. SPEAKER : The House may
stand in silence for a short while to
express its sorrow.

The Members then stood in silence for a
short while.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
fasit ¥ Wity wiegins ¥
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH) :
(a) and (b). No Indian Cultural Centres
have so far been estaplished abroad under
Governinent auspices. Most of our miss-
ions abroad, however, maintain libraries
and reading-rooms and arrange film shows
and our Public Relation Officers and
Information Officers pay particular atten-
tion to cultural aMfairs, for which they are
reasunably well equipped.
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