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MR. SPEAKER : Hon. Mecmbers, [ have
to inform the House of the sad demise of six
of our friends, namely Shri K. Madhava
Menon, Shri Hafiz Mohammad Ghazanfarulla,
Dr Syed Mahmud, Shri P.T Punnoose, Shri
K. Kelappan and Shri Mahendra Majhi.

Shri K M.:dhnvn Menon was a Member
of the Constituent Assembly during the
years 1946-48. He took active part in the
freedom struggle and suffered imprisonment.
He served as Minister for Agriculture, Law
and Education in the Madras Government
during the years 1947-52. He passed away
at Koratty on the Ist September, 1971 at the
age of 75,

Shri Hafiz Mohammad Ghazanfarulla was
a M'cmt'er of the Central Legislative Assembly
during the years (94547, He passed away
at Aliahabad on the 12th September, 1971 at
*he age of 86,

. Dr. Syed Mahmud was a Member of the
irst and Second Lok Sabha during the years
195262. He had been Union Minister of

ment and Transport during 1946-52. He was
a veteran freedom fighter, an eminent aca-
dem'cian, statesman and an author of great
repute  He passed away at New Delhi on
the 28th September, 1971 at the age of 82,

Shri P.T. Punnoose was a Member
of the First and Second Lok Sabha during
the years 1952-62. He passed away at Thiru-
valla on the Ist October, 1971 at the age
of 60,

Shri K. Kelappan was a Member of the
First Lok Sabha during the years 1952-57.
He was a stalwart freedom fighter and was
one of the pillers of the freedom movement
in the country. Greatly respected and
loved by the pcople of Kerala, he always
champiored the cause of Harijans and other
backward communities He passed away at
Calicut on the 7th October, 1971 at the age
of 82. 1In his death the country has lost
an old guard and a dedicated worker

Shri Mahendra Majhi was a Member of
the Fourth Lok Sabha during the years
1967-70 representing Mayurbhanj constituency
of Orissa. He used to take great interest
in the uplift and welfarc of labour amd back-
ward classes. He passed away at Jamshedpur
on the 9th Oc ober, 1971 at the age of 51.

We deeply mourn the loss of these
distinguished friends and T am sure the House
will join me in conveying our condolences
and sympathies to the bereaved families.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF
ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF ELEC-
TRONICS, MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS
AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING : (SHRIMATI
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INDIRA GANDHI) : Mr, Speaker, Su, the
House mourns the passing away of six of our
former colleagues.

Every time we have met we have lost one
of the old veterans of the freedom struggle.
Dr. Syed Mahmud was one of this great
generation of freedom fighters. He was an
outstanding nationalist who served the coun-
try with devotion during the days of the
freedom strugg'e and also in independent
India. His passing away will be a personal
lpss to many of us. He was a lfc-long
friend of my parents and other members of
the family. His entire life was one of hard-
ship, service and dedication. He was touring
Bihar and other parts of the country until
his last iliness, Ewen while lying ill, his mind
was conceined with matters of national
Interest,

Shri Hafiz Mohammad Ghazanfarulla took
active interest in the civic affairs of A'lahabad
before he came to the Central Legislative
Assembly in 1945.

Shri K, Madhava Menon was an impor-
{ant leadér of our Party in Kerala, He was
a member of the Constituent Assembly and
latér of the Rajya Sabha from April 1954. He
was re-elected to that Housc in 1960. He
was in the forefront of our struggle for free-
dom and, as you mentioncd, was impri-
soned for a perlod of about seven years.
Later he served as a Minister in the compo-
site State of Madras. He was a greatly
respected and popular figure in Kerala, Our
thoughts go out to his wife who is a political
worker in her own right and who served him
with great devotion,

Shri K. Kelappan was a member of the
First Lok Sabha and was an active political
and social worker who had dedicated his
life for the welfare of Harijans and other
backward classes. He was a keen worker
for khadi and other fields of constructive
work. He was an avid correspondent, and
until fairly recently 1 reccived many letters
from him on a variety of subjects.

Shri P.T. Punnoose started his political
life in 1938. During the freedom struggle,
be remained underground for some time and
then suffered imprisonment for a period of
about five years, )
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Shri Mahendra Majhi was with us in the
last Lok Sabha. He took active interest in
the welfare of the Scheduled Tribes.

I share the sense of sorrow which you,
Mr.  Speaker, have expressed  and
request you to convey the sympathy and
condolences of this House to the bereaved
families,

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERIJEE (Howrah) :
On behall of my Party, 1 share the sense of
sorrow cxpressed m this House over the
demuse of the six parliamentarians who had
conducted therr public hife for a lorg petiod
and offered themselves to the service of the
people. Because 1 have had no personal
acquaintance with any one of them, I am
nol in a position to refer to their past acti-
viucs. But as they came into prominence
by virtue of their services to the people, their
demise 15 a loss to the country.

I would request you to convey our cone
dolences to the members of the bereaved
families.

SHRI TN, MUKERIEE (Calcutta—
Morth-East) Mr. Speaker, Sir, every
Parlamentary recess brings its toll—

ot ged qW &N (TTOEA) W F
g awars fag F1 oIFwa A gem @
fomaY weg faw™ a3 wr@y, 1971w
QR

st wzw fgrd awddr (Fnfee)
¥ ® I Jevw ¢ faar A )

sftwat gl e}« gawT T Y ¢@
¥ wifas w3 foar 513

MR SPEAKER : I am very sorry to
learn from an hon. Member that Shri
Yashpal Singh has passed away yesterday after-
noon— (Interruption) 1 am sorry I did not
get any information. But let us be careful
so that we may not do something wrong

in all these things, I will make sure of it
tomorrow,

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO
(Mahendragarh) : He passed away last month
in the Willingdon Hospital,
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MR SPEAKER : If he passed away, then
his name may also be mentioned along with
this list. T am very sorry to learn about his
death, He was not keeping well. He had
a stroke ; he was in hospital. (Interruprion)

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) :
Tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER : It is alrcady mentioned
here. He was with us in the last Lok
Sabha and he took a very active interest in
the proceedings and we, all of us who were
his colleages, remember him with affection.

L ]

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Mr
Speaker, Sir, join my voice in expressing
grief over Shri Yashpal Singh’s passing away.
As we are all aware, he was not a Member
whom one could avoid knowing. He was
very vocal, and he took an almost aggressive
part in the activities of this House, I am
sure we shall miss him greatly.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE : I join
you in expressing the sentiments on behalfl of
my party.

SHRI H, N, MUKERJEE : Death will
come when it comes, and in the case of
Yashpal Si ngh, the news of whose death has
Just reached us, it seems almost difficult to
believe that he is no longer with wus. As
the Prime Ministcr has indicated, he had a
certain liveliness and a certan way of
getting known and a certain way of making
friends with us and he really was a friend,
and it is said that so suddenly he passed
away. o

Every Parliamentary recess brings its
toll of a number of our colleagues and
comrades passing away, and this time, there
are several of our Members who are no
longer with us I happen to have known,
out of the six listed here, four of them about
whom I would like to say a few words,

Dr. Syed Mahmud, as the Prime Minis-
ter had already said, was a stalwart in our
national life, a man who was a leader of the
country when so many of us were in our
teens or hardly bora or perhaps not born, a
man who had played an ample role in the
freedom struggle of our country, I happened
to come in close touch with him when he was
the Chairman of a non.official body whose
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ohjective was to prepare a history of the
national movement. I am afraid that that
project got into what I might consider hot-
waters, but that is neither here nor there,
But it was very appropriate that Dr, Syed
Mahmud was the head of the body which was
looking after the prelimioary steges of the
preparation of an adequate history of the
national movement. He belonged to that old
world order which is becoming so rare, and
that is why even though for quite a good few
years he was not to be seen usually in the
haunts where we go, we shall miss him be-
cause the like of that type of person is so very
rare betimes,

Mr, Madhava Menon—~1 came to know
only for a shortwhile, when he was a Mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha. I know of his
reputation as one of the more important
Members in the apparatus of the Congress
Party and [ have also kn.wn from my friends
in Kerala how he had played a really impor-
taat part both politically and as an indivi-
dual.

I remember Mr. Kelappan from the days
of the First Lok Sabba and I remember him
very vividly because he was a type which has
almost entircly passed away. There was a
quietness about him which symbolised a
certain strength of character and which nobody
could afford to miss. It was only fitting
that he found himself unable to continue in
his old political moorings and it was in
kieping with his character that he became
a Sarvodaya leader, because his main interest
was constrictive work for the people. He
was a type that was rather chary and suspi-
cious of ideology but knew that one should
devote oneself to the service of the people,
and appropriately he found his moorings in
the sarvodaya movement for which he lived and
died.

1 shall refer last of all to my friend and'
comrade Punnoose whose passing away Jeaves
a void which, at least as far as we are eon~
cerned, we shall never be able to fill. He
came to the First Lok Sabha as a young and
strident Member, full of life and vitality and
full of laughter, endowed with a sense of
humour which sometimes would break ajl
bounds even in the sedate atmosphers of
Parliament. He would burst into Iaughteri i
a fashion which somehow mede him one of
the most popular Members of this House, We
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forget many of our old comrades but having
served in Parliament iu those days, I remem-
ber very vividly how Punnoose camc asa
young communist leader who had served
his apprenticeship of patriotism in under-
ground as well as in the jails of the Bntish
Government, a3 well as the Government of
independent India. and we found him to
the end of his days working for the people,
He died exactly on the eve of our party
Congress at Cochin; he died in harness; he
was all the time moving about, working for
the communist movement to which he had
dedicated his life. His passimg away leaves
a void which, as far as we are concerned, will
pever be filled.

1 am asking you, Sir, to convey the
condolences of our Party as well as of this
House to the Members of the bereaved

families.

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam) " On
behalf of my party I associate myself with
the sentiments expressed by you, Sir and the
Leader of the House and other hon colleagues
here and I request you to convey our condolen-
ote 10 the members of the bereaved families,

oft srew fagrdt wradd) : store wARA,
A qF T TG q9AT A Y F et fry
REWTET § TAT RGEAEH T WE THL
waar § st gowrer & srdm weng fa
I WY HrEAT WY gEgaAfa A FL0

MFedwTAFT N fa7 9@ 9@
fowdy w7 wa< fwar 911 o0 ¥ A AW
¥ frmg oY @Y 7T ¥ SR swwr ad
yowafen 1 adey Oy | SaT & afg go
A6 I FW FQA @ HT ITH P{H F9-
et % gar | wafem ¥ fou oW daw
& gaiw fear ar feg 7 =9t o%
e T o€ starawes feafa dar & @
t @ 39 = = F afady w & fon
W & QAN R TT R Ao
wresrias feet aara v frodr gar A
ot Yoo fady 5 et 4 afuw ofi
¥ & | e @0 F A0, 9IRS
ik ¥ ofy @w a1, sfafy omga S
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FAYAT FY AT qq O a1 A FogT
7 snfyr gt wdwfrs e § &
far &Y famd &1

TTo §uT WEAZ ¥ AWEATH W OF
s % w9 A gaT @1 ot ge Y wf
¥ TR gR A gew W of, @t
Wt d@fa @R ww gFwwar &
gy ¥ oY | 3 7 fawea &1 &Y FraTHr
fraré Rar 2, 7g o8 far o @,
iRaE TR aframe f @ ¥ g
UF I €197 Y 41 | T@daat gy ¥ g9
# Mg 91 R gl ¥ v ¥ o
AT ¥ ®7 ¥ IFA 3w A FaT A

off g1 R A Ww AT & wwer
7| famrearr & svafae dfe safme
arral ¥ fauraTa ®) ez T a9y
3 3§ fou gaawes, off g7 aax Faf
¥ qél vfa 37 ¥ s =frme ovamay &
qYTEr WA 4 9% 9aA ¥ 97
T @ zaR fog a3 gaw &

ardr-anft A7 AT fr Wi Twars fag
R AT 7Y I3 W | HIAT TW AT G
fagamm Y Aty qg W oS R aguht
ifar #1 719 FAAMT FL THaT 97 7
T ¥ T X A IW ¥ N 77 F §ag
$ Qg7 @ agE W, SN F AT geAy
WA A 417 a7 §92 AEATT 8 A 3w
gaE A1 FA & & fog w1 et
aqIT FF 7 AT JIF FT o419 SO afx
ATHCE FF W 7 off qupares fag ot =
ﬁ.ﬁﬂ'ﬁ‘?ﬂ?’ﬁ"ﬂ'*l

Tz A wErgE gw § fagy Ay g
WITIF R dwa L gy N
L T 7L TFA1, Bfw offaT wT 2w Y
T FTH g A AG A yva Qv § Ag
TGS F Aareoe & b geg W A
AR TE FLAT AT | {19 GATR WTAACT
T A & sirwdre afard aw agar
2
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ot marwaw faw (Sgeaa) @ s
wem, ¥ v e ol & afa §
a9 @ Y AR & wgiafe afw s g
st ws-gaar gfcardt & sfiy st gagar
gz w<an § | ¥ 8: =fagal # § fwdt
o a1 @ F Ak F g o e W ety
{, 78 ¥® sfwag aff gwar, R AF &
Ay ¥ $T SuRT awde § §f, 19
gAY Rar ) w7 AR
6 ¥ 3@ agad & Feream wag @
Mo Uz WX | TG WO AT WA
gt R ¥ ww ad N awdl, @R
g FE s T sE T fF ITH
gart Y ¥ wWET @ IW ¥ NI
Yy Haw aga & awrame § o ¥
HT AT T AN Y T &0 A aga
FAq A |

DR. KARNI SINGH (Bikaner): On
behalf of the United 1ndependent Parliamen-
tary Group, we wish to associate ourselves
with the sense of grief expressed by the House,
Many of the departed colleagues w:re my
personal colleagues, and their loss is, therefore,
all the more personal. Shri Yash Pal Singh
who was a very colourful personality, Dr,
Syed Mahmud, Mr. Punnoose, Mr. Kelappan
and Mr. Majhi were my personal friends and
great elders whom we respected very much.
On behalf of my group, we wish to request
you to kindly cenvey our condolences to the
bereaved families.

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandi) : At the
beginning of every session it is a painful duty
to make obituary references to some of our
very near and dear erstwhile colleagues. I
would like to make a reference to Mr.
Mahendra Majhi with whom 1 had the good
fortune to work shoulder to shoulder in
building up the Ganatantra Parishad. He
was born of a Sardar family of the Adivasis
and was affectionately called HURUNG
GOMKAY. Specially in 1949, when the
ersiwhile Mayurbhanj State merged in this
country, he raised the banner of revolt on the
ground of the right of self-determipation, and
on the ground that Mayurbhanj did not belong
to the Maharaja but it was the people who

KARTIKA 24, 1893 (S4KA)
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built the Mayurbhanj State. The authorities
then had fo resort to indiscriminate firing.
At that time, in spite of the great allurement
and temptation from the Communist Party
in bordering Midnapore District, he joined the
Ganatantra Parishad and channelised all his
resentment and grievances in a constitutional
and democratic manner in buikling up a
healthy opposition in the State of Jrissa.
He was clected to the Lok Sabha and wasa
member of the Fourth Lok Sabha He used
to take active interest in the labour field and
adivasi welfare. He was a very dear friend
of mine and was widely respected among the
tribals. 1 mourn his loss,

Mr. Yashpal Singh came to the Third
Lok Sabha as the giant killer. He was very
colourful and he used to take active interest
in parliamentary work. He was so active in
the Third Lok Sabha that people used to
remark that he was the first to come to the
House and the last to lcave. But m the
Fourth Lok Sabha, his health deteriorated and
he could not keep up his tempo of activity in
the parliamentary field. He was an Associate
Member of the Swatantra Party in the Third
Lok Sabha and he used to take great interest
in its affairs. He was born to Thakur Sumer
Singh, popularly known as Kali Kamliwala,
who took a leading part in the freedom move-
ment of the country, Like his father, he was
a great nationalist, and | mourn his loss,

1 had the privilege to know Dr. Syed
Mahmud since 1937 when I was a student in
Patna and he was Minister mm  charge of
Education. From that time, I knew him as
an embodiment of culture and tradition. I
mourn his loss,

Mr. P. T. Punnoose was a distinguished
colleague of mine in the second Lok Sabha.
He came from Kottayam in Kerala. We
differed in our views on many matiers, but he
was a great nationalist. 1 mourn his loss
also.

On behalf of the Swatantra Party, I fully
associate myself with the sentiments expressed
in this House and request you to convey our
condolences and sympathies to the bereaved
families.

BHRI EBRAHIM SULAIMAN SAIT
(Kozhikode) :  Sir, it is my sad duty to join
the Prime Minister and other leaders of the



11 Obiary References

groups, oo behalf of my party, to mourn the
death of so many of our colleagues, who have
recently passed away. These colleagues were
really stalwarts among the freedom fighters of
our country. I have to make particular
mention of Dr, Syed Mahmud, who was not
only a great administrator, statexman and
freedom fighter, but a great messenger of
Hindu-Muslim unity. I know fully well that
when he was recenily in hospital, his heart
was bleeding for the cause of the integrity and
unity of our country. I had the good
fortune to work with him in the later part of
his life with the Mushawarat. As we know,
during the holocaust of 1964, when great
clashes took place in the north-eastern region,
it was Dr. Syed Mahmud who came there
and established the Mayilis-c-Mushawarat.
He went round the country to establish
Hindu-Muslim unity and harmony among
different communities. It can be rightly
said :

gordt are afr qodr 78 9T At 2,
a¥r gfewe ¥ wwT ¥ Qar § daacdarn)”

Such was the personality of Dr. Syed Mahmud
and it is an irreparable loss to the entire
country.

As regards my other fnends from Kerala,
Shri Madhava Menon, Shri Kelappan and
Shri Punnoose, 1 had intimate connections
with all of them. Here 1 may say that in the
last elections it was Shri Madhava Menon
who signed my nomination paper because he
was such a great admirer of Hindu-Muslim
unity and he always stood for that. Shn
Kelappan was & gieat Sarvodaya worker and
leader and he had done much for the uphft
of the Harijans. Shri Punnoose was an ad-
mirable personality.

Shn Ghazanfarulla came from a noble
famuly in Uttar Pradesh and he did great
service to the country.

Shri Yashpal Singh was with us only till
the other day. He was a very colourful
personality. We admired his specches and his
personality was admired by the whole House.

We mourn the loss of these personalities
and we request you, Sir, to convey our deep
sense of sorrow to the members of the bereaved
families. May their souls rest in peace,

NOVEMBER 18, 197!
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PROF. 8. L. SAKSENA (Maharajganj) :
Sir, I had the good fortune to know almost
all these seven personalities. Shri Madhavd
Menon was my colleague in the Constitwent
Assembly and he took an active part in the
drafiing of the Constitution His speeches
in the proceedings will give an idea of his
contribution.

Dr., Syed Mahmud was a very old friend
of mine and his death has come as & shock
to me. He was the first President of the
Sugar Control Board of UP and Bihar.

Shri Kelappan was a colleague of mine in
the first Lok Sabha., He was one of the
valuable Sarvodaya workers and he was very
unassuming.

Shri Yashpal Singh was with us till the
other day. He was a good friend of mine in
UP and I have worked with him in many
movements. His death is a personal loss
to me.

We mourn the loss of all these personali-
ties,

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : Sir,
1 associate myself with the condolences
expressed by you and the Leader of the House
on the death of these great sons of India. I
knew personally only Thakur Yashpal Singh,
I am grateful that you and the hon. Prime
Munister have expressed very kind sentiments
for him and his family. I was personally
associated with him for a long time, His loss
has been a great Joss to my party and also
personally to me, He was thg Chairman of
the Vishal Haryana Party in UP, he was a
very active leader and a great orator and a
true nationalist Very few hon, Members
know that he was born in jail while his
parents were undergoing imprisonment during
the freedom struggle. He himself underwent
imprsonment several times in the freedom
struggle. His father was a saint and he
himself was very saintly, | mourn his 1oss
and the loss of other great leaders whom this
country has lost at such a very difficult and
troublesome time.

Nt v fag (wgroomiw) oAy
AN GH A QU T T § IAw wfw &
oAt #1X A9F 7@ A S A Bw e
g
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Portfolio of Siddhartha Shanker Ray

qg gt & ary & fr o gardy
wwifaw, wfew ax aonfas  feafr
wenqoes aff o Tl 8, & g e Y
@ ¥ At A Wy A g A
aeg & o faedft | earefiwar S oY
gy It ® AT gF oF WWE g AW
% o @ § 1 TR daw wgH W 96
Tl ¥ 3@ S wumdA w1 A f[er
¢ g wuTHES QTET ¥ AR AR T
% q¢ faegl qravEc wod Wi o fgaf
¥ ww 2y #7 fawew arwmafas e %
figar o wgr W, ¥ 97 gfeow Jand ¥ A
¥ frdt wwwT gawr fady foar ol
ot 1, fasma &) qume 0 Aw F avEw
awTE |

# soef 3T A a9 A7 ¥w, Mafew
ol # AT ¥ @ v fegwa wveand &
wftr srgtorfe afte wear § o= 7% wiw
gaw qfeard ¥ sfy &32ar sxe v
L

MR. SPEAKER : The House will stand

in silence for a short while to express its
SOFrow.

The Members then stood in silence for
a short while.

— i —

11,36 brs.

INTRODUCTION OF MINISTER AND
STATEMENT RE. PORTFOLIO OF
SHRI SIDDHARTHA SHANKAR RAY

MR. SPEAKER : Before 1take up the
questions the Prime Minister will introduct the
new Minister, Professor Nurul Hasan to this
House, and also make some statement about
the portfolio of Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF
ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF ELECT-
RONICS, MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS
AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTNIG (SHRIMATI INDIRA
GANDHI) : Sir, I have pleasure in introduc-
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ing to you and, through you, to the House my
new colleague professor Syed Nurul Hasan,

1 have sought your Permissionto make a
very brief statement because in my statement
made in this House on the 29th June, 1971
soon after the President took over the adminis-
tration of the state of West Bengal, I had said
that Shri Siddhartha Shanker Ray would look
after the work relating to West Bengal and
the problems created in that and some other
states by the massive influx of refugees and
would, in due course, shed his portfolios of
Education, Social Welfare and the Department
of Culture., It was felt at that time that the
onerous demands of West Bengal and the pro-
blems of refugees would require the undivided
attention of a Cabinet Minister. However, when
the decision was reviewed in the light of
actual experience, it was found that, in view
of the marked general improvement in the situa-
tion in Bengal since this appointment, It
would be possible for Shri Ray to look after
this work in addition to his ministerial duties.
The subsequent appointment of Professor Nu-
rul Hasan as Minister of State in the Ministry
of Education and Social Weifare and in the
Department of Cultute, has given Shri Ray
the assistance of a distinguished educationist.
I have, therefore, decided that Shri Ray will
continue to be in charge of his portfolios in
addition to looking after the work relating to
West Bengal and refugees.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond
Harbour) : What the Prime Minister has
stated is contradicting her own statement, On
that I had given a privilege motion during the
last session and because I was ill in the nurs-
ing home it was disposed of summarily, I
shall raise the matter once again and shall
point out to the House that the Prime Minis-
ter had deliberately misled the House

MR. SPEAKER : Order, order.

11.38 brs,
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Allotment of Ad Hoc Accommodation to Gover-
ment Emplo

yees

®]. SHRI AMAR NATH CHAWLA:
Will the Minister of WORKS AND HOUS-
ING be pleased to state :



