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MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem-
ber may continue next time.

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION IN ORDER
10 LOWER THE VOTING AGE

MR. CHAIRMAN: We now talc
up the Half-an-hour Discussion.

Shn C. K. Chandiappan.

The spirit of what you atc going to
say was discussed earlier.  So, you
be brief.,

‘SHRI § M. SANERJEE (Kanpur).
Yur contention 1s that they maght ac-
ot oat,

ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE
An ally of the ruling

SHRI
(Gwahor -
pacty!

‘SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN
(Teiicheriy)  Beloie going into the
detuus of the mutier, I would make
« lequest to the bun Muuster not to
dive another evaove reply to this
question because 1n August 1072 I
myself hod raised this question in the
House by way of Half-An-Hour Dis-
cussion. As 1t 1s known to you,
half-an-hour discussions are raised
when Ministers give evasive answers
To a gquestion whether there was any
proposal before the Government to
reduce the voting age, the Minister
had answeied that such proposals
were under comsideratiom, and when
an half-an-hour discussion was rais-
ed, again the hon. Minister Xive the
same reply, a very brief but the same
reply. But 1 would like to tell him
that, in 1871, when his party faced
the electorate in this country, they
had made a promise that they would
reduce the voting age to 18. You
may remember, in 1067 when bis
party h.d been reduced to a minority
in nine States in the country, analys-
jmg the eleclion results the Prime
Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi,
said that one of the several reasons
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for the defeat of the Congress was
the disenchantment of people
and they would try to do

to rectity this. In 1871 they got, as
they always put it, the massive sup-
port of the young people. And these
young people who supported them
naturally expected that they would
be given a right to have a say in the
future of the country. But that has
been denied.

To reject one of the arguments put
lorward by Mr. Vajpayee, the hon.
Miuster had quoted the recommen-
dation of a Jomnt Committee on
amendments to Election Commission.
He had quoted the recommendation to
1eject Mr. Vajpayee’s proposal. But
the same Commuttee has recommend-
ed-

‘Hawving considered  Dboth  the
above wviewpoints, the Committee
decided that the voting age should
be reduced from 21 to 18 years”

The Comnuttce, therefore, recom-
mended that article 326 of the Consti-
tution might be amended according-
Jy I would just ask hum whether he
1s ready 1o accept that proposal of
the Commitiee, because that Com-
mitiee s recommendation was cited as
something holy to reject Mr, Vaj-
payee's proposal

Then the pelitions Commuittee of
the Fourth Lok Sabha also had re-
commended thal votung right should
be mven at the age of 18

I had been hearing the discussion
which was taking place in the House
on Mr. Vajpayee's Resolution when
this point was also raised. Several
members said that something very
dangerous would happen if people
were allowed to vote at the age of 1B.
It has been said that they are stu-
dents at that age, they will not be
able to study and all that. My hon.
friend, Mr. Daga, hag pointed out that
at the age of 18. they are students
and their studies would be affected.
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What is the percentage of such stu-
dents in the country? It is very
smaitl. Even arter 25 years of in-
dependence, most of the people do not
have the fortune of being in the
scnools upto the age of 18. So, don’t
worry about the students. The ques-
tion today is whether you are going
to accept certain realities which have
been accepted more or less the world
over. That is, the young people to-
day want a greater say. They want
to have a greater say on all matters,
they want to have a direct partici-
paticn and they do not want any more
to be treated in a patronisir{g man-
ner. And when (-e¢ Government say
that young people are behaving in an
irresponsible mauner this is one of
the ways by which you can share
your responsibility with the young
people. Yeou can take them into con-
fidence ard vou can give them cer-
tain right ang you have also to ac-
cept the fact thai in the present age,
due to tzchnological developments,
due to spread of mass media. commo-
nications, etc., the voung peonle fodav
are not like the young people of the
olden days; they are more enlighten-
ed, more cducated, more conscious of
their right and they want that their
right should be accepted.

1 will not make a long speech. We
often cite the example of Britain, the
Mother of Parliaments. In  Britain
two elections were held. that is.
the recent election and the election
before, on the basis of 18-year voting
right. In the United States 18-vear
voting right has been granted. Our
two neighbours, Bangladesh (where
conditions are more or less similar to
ours), and Ceylon have granted 18-
vear voting right.

I want a categorical answer from
the hon. Minister, He was whisper-
ing to me that more or less the same
answer I will get. T want to tell you
of one thing. If you are today deny-
ing it, it is not like the denial of
1972. 'There is a different context
and menning. Now the Election
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Commission 1s in the midst of delimi-
tation. They have appointeq Com-
miitees and work is going on. If
your intention is not to bluff young
people, if your intention is that you
will consider and do something, this
is the time for you to grant voting
rights. If you want it after a year
or so, it is not practical for you to
implement it in 1976. So, I will take
it, 1f he denies now or if he says, it
is under consideration, or many
things are to be discussed, I would
beg to submit to him, that it iz not
as an academic matter that I am
raising this thing. If you say like
that, you should remember, by that
statement you are completing the
betraval of the young people which
you have been doing for the last few
years. I think it will not be pardon-
ed and I would like to strike a note
of warning, that there is goinz to be
a very powerful united movement of
the woune people in this country
which will he massive, which will be
niliteat, they will adopt  whichever
couise they may like for achievino
this right before the 1976 eclections.

So. taking all these into account.
I would requesi the hon. Minister to
say ‘ves’ or ‘no’: let us be quite clear
about it.

st 7 77 Ty (wrEY) :oAnafd
HEIgT, 49F 9919 § HTINATRT 2 1ar
2 A1 3z =g # faamar 2ar g0 |r
AT AT FT ARE FHAT A T FT AT E
DI 2T FHUT F IH F AT T
(T F1 Ffowr #1 2, a7 AT 3FF FT
glae swT 2, 3 & fawwr # 9 ara
Y F, Jqre T3 AT A=W F, AR Ar
AR | w\T 2T ;WY FF Ifow, FEY AT
FfaFTL g ATT A9 | A7 ArAr = H
At fF g Fg 7 ar g TRA 2 2
AT AT FT 27 AT gfaar F aumd A
Fau fF zmy JF@l F1 AT B
A § B (qardl Awaa § fgemn
AT FTET & A Ay Fr fgEmEy FE
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qEY & SW W@ wY W WYy A
wgdr & 1 7% Aw f medy g 3, WK
o7 A0 femray g s w1 wm@d |
WBTENT AT %% 7 fegw w¢ 2
aedt ¥ ol | WAT AT FET )

awfa wEag : A oY, gg Y
WY 0F QFT FTAATA T2 WA FAH F
A\ 7g 7 fF af oF qaw Aa7 ¥ wdf
DA 18 9H &Y IW X AW ¥ ford galy
€Y g%ar 2, afz ag vt ST R 189
T IT T for iy et wvar ¥ s
#Y tfez &, A7 w7 ag WA @
a¥a ? WORITA R AT W HATE ?

faly sma wix st w1d wmwg
7 Tra wy (o) A fag Wiedd) .
AT AETET 7 € qEN ST WpEd
AT aqTT -Fﬂ' I7F OF AFAGEAT
PIRATH G AT ATZATE | SRV A
771 & 5 ¥-fafae v wom aviY &+
T 1T & WIT a5 OaT ALY 5w
&1 v [ &7 a1 oifgn w=afs
Frdrzandra w1 {-fafaen 2y mra,
21 WA F IIATEIT gwTAr 1976
& 1T 7 7eEE) 0 AT A g
H Fg e ¢ fr fefaeom At M
|eT 97 fede agr 3w 7 afew a8
JFRET TRFETE |y S Efafae-
TAFHMAFT IR AE A EA A
Fqamar s 39 A W Hfafaemw grr ag
QYGRS AFASAT § WTRIT 9T @ | IH
¥ 7% o wgn avy WY @ 2 W @A
fmT g7 & w@w A=A 9T 1 fF Ay
s 3 Hfandz a2t v ow
sqaeqT §7 & | Wiy 7g AT ar amer R
9gHY AT od) @i a, faadame <
graryared f @amrs oy v st
fam d sen g arwr & agely s
ag#T wrier agelY g WY agaY faawac
#1 fagma 8z g6 forw & wmac AT
v aved foree et wrerly | Y we
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W & wror ag faw ot ar o ofY
%8 w7 wrg foar Y foe wa @t
I & 1% § A oY g arlm 1T Wi}
# ¥ At I9 & HER 9T wAgar
gfwat & qfecis &Y amar sl vw &
X oY AT g1 g FEY wrare g gt
yafed 3w faar & o< FE o & qagr
@t &% T & v dfaf@a O
¥ arx W o & fAoig faan oY ag
arTAd Fradein

vv @Y aw 7% fe www =A@
FAAAFTEIRIFL@IG T oA
Far ¥ ¥ qgy WY o9e ¥ w971 9
qg 1972 A wTe 8 &Y T9f 7 o) wPv
ar a7 qffeafa s g\ wAv E §
oTT A A AT 8 39 1 3 fawge war
g e FTATE WY T AT SAY X Fv
AT A SFRYT X g I a9 B
¥ T A § A sfwny w0
OF FIN (T AETR | T A FAT 1T
: At ¥ wfeamear aXY ¢ SAW) &
FvAr gzar & | faar 97 ¥ gw ol ¥
GHAT FTAAT B SHeweT Y vy Ty

EQ

qg AT wEY  AGT WA FEr
f& 29 W) & T a9 W Ak e
¥ 18 AFYIT KA FT AV A HT
afusk e g 1 aE MO g fF ge
&0 W1 Q0 0Fo Po AW FRT MATY N1
7L qg a1 7 9™ {5 g0 o WIT 3o
u¥e Yo ¥ 100 W &% 3§ wfuwr
WHET | W 3 WTHIT 9K §R 48§
7% %Y 5 g7 W 100 I I TR
afer gm Y & w9 g2 1 0 Fo
¥ 44 ¥ wY o ok A 1065 W
Jax wor fawifor & s§ & I
e wrRiy ¥ 1968 ¥ frpwdw
A IWHARYe Fo ¥ 18TMY AT
g B A A w  wlawre faay or )
78 afwar go RHe Qo WY W § | gurt
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st wErsg e fawre s ¥ v
W | A wrad faw WY gaede
g 7@ ug Ar Y I A wlr
T €t 71 o) v £ I aw g
wT % 99 & e haar feg o)

#Y oY wET ¥ WY ¥ OF wEIW W
§ #¥® wig Y Amar g W syfe-
T ET A W ¥ agwa g e Qo Qe
wifgd | X #F dar wur v wfeamat
g oaaw 39 & gF T & faar
I |

qarafa wgraa . sfzaran feg e
¥ g 7 FWAY ar sgragfE ?

it Arferorwr fag Wty @ oY gl
s a1 vy § e fadh, anfefewr
326 %Y 94T FTAT qRAT | AT AT IT
® gAT ¥ w7 & fad W owm &l
AT Og ZAar g

SHRI C. K CHANDRAPPAN We
can understand that 1f the hon.
Minister will tell us that the difficulties
which the Government 18 facing now
will be overcome before 1976.
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SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY: Ag I have already said,
the hon Member had expressed a
doubt that if a decision were taken
later after the delimitation .,
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SHRI C K CHANDRAPPAN: 1
am convinced of that point So, let
him not repeat 1t Will he take a
decision before 18767 That is my
simple question

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY It would not be proper
for me Lo make that commitment, but
1 say that Government are actively
considering this matter and a decision
would be taken as soon as the diffi-
culties are solved.

MR CHAIRMAN: So, he says that
1t 15 capable of being teken before?
18,30 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Monday,
March 18, 1974/Phalguna 27, 1896
(Saka)



