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and curtailed with a view to increasing
indigenous availability. Moreover, under
Public Notice No. 140/70 dated 11-9-70 for
export ‘purposes, the Engineering industries
were allowed to import any quantity of
Mild Steel items required against confirmed
export orders.

Import of Steel

7174. SHRI C. C. DESAI : y
SHRI DEVINDER SINGH
GARCHA :
Will the Minister of STEEL AND

MINES be pleased to state :

(@) whether an unexpectedly sharp fall
in the steel production in the current year
will occur due to the leakuge of coke oven

gas at Bhilai and the collapse of roof at
Rourkela ;

(b) whether immediate steps have been
taken to make additional crash import of
such steel to meet this unanticipated shor-
tage ; and

(¢) the period by which such additional

imported steel is likely to be received in
India ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN) : (a) to (c).
An assessment is being made of the likely
shortfall which would arise as a result of
the mishaps at Bhilai and Rourkela. Total
steel production is, however, likely to be
less than in 1970-71.

Imports will also be made to the extent
considered necessary in the light of the
assessment, subject to the constraints of
forcign exchange. The timing of imports

will also depend on availability of the items
abroad at the best prices.

12,00 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION 10 MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
REPORTED BREACH IN THE Gurla BANDH
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SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA
(Begusarai) :  Sir, 1 want to make a sub-
mission on this, This has now been put
forward for answer by the Minister of Irri-
gation and Power, But it should actually
be answered by the Minister of Petroleum
and Chemicals. Because the Irrigation
Minister cannot say to what extent damage
has been caused to this refinery. Secondly,
there should be a full-fledged discussion on
floods. Patna is under threat now, Ev.en
in Barauni oot only the oil refinery but he
whole industrial complex the fertilizer fac-
tory and so on are in danger. In view of

all this there should be a full-fledged dis-
cussion.

MR. SPEAKER : If a notice is given
and if rules permit, it can be done. But

do not try to get it out of a Calling Atten-
tion motion.

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K.L. RAO): The
Barauni Qil Refinery and the Thermal
Station situated on the left bank of the
Ganga are protected against flooding by an
old embaokment running from upstream of
Mokameh Bridge to about 33 km downstream
of the bridge. The upstream portion of
the embankment is called Kasba Rupnagar
embankment and the lower one the Gupta
embankment. The railway embankment
from Barauni to the Mokameh Bridge and
the National highway 31 also act as second

line of defence to these installations, on the
western side.

In the second half of July the Ganga
started rising in Bibar. It crossed the
warning stage of 48.6 m at Gandhighat
near Patna on July 21 and attained the
level of 49.429 on July 30. It receded a
little thercafter but started rising again on
August 3. The level this morning was
49.55 m. Though the levels of the Ganga
upstream are falling, due to the floods in
the Some, further rise is forecasl. At
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Hathidah near Mokameh, the Ganga cross-
ed the warning stage of 41,757 on July 21

- and the level this morning was 43.0 m.
Thus, there have been sustained high floods.
in the Ganga for nearly a fortnight.

The Kasba Rupnagar embankment on
the west of the National Highway near
Barauni Thermal Station breached in a
- length of about 20 m. on August 3 at about
14 Irs.  The flood waters passing through
the breach had inundated about 1000 ha
between the railway line and the Kasba
Rupnagar embankment. The water had
reached upto Baro village which is about 2
km south of Barauni railway station. The
Barauni 0il Refinery and the Thermal
Power Station areas have not been affected.
In order to prevent water from entering
these areas, all the openings under WNational
Highway through which water can enter
have been plugged. Vigil is being kept
round the clock by the State Irrigation
Department, the India OQil Refinery and
the Thermal Station authorities, The Irri-
pation Department have taken measures to
prevent further widening of the breach and
also started the work on the plugging of
the breach.

All precautionary measures to avert
further breaches in the embankments have
been taken up by the Bihar Irrigation
Department with the ceoperation of Indian
Oil Refinery, Barauni Thermal Station and
Fertiliser authorisies, Indian Oil Refinery
pipeline is safe and is in operation,
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DR. K. L. RAO : Only this morning
we contacted the Barauni authorities and
they said that all the vital installations
were perfectly safe and no water was
approaching those vital instal'ations.

The hon. Member is not correct when
be said that water has overflowed the natio-
nal highway. The national highway is very
high. What has been submerged is the
small culverts.

There is no use simply exaggerating
things and trying to work ourselves up.
It is true that there are wital installations
here costing millions of rupees which in-
volve the national economy, We are aware

of it.

This breach has occurred in an area
where they did not expect it What they
expected was that the lower portion

would be affected ; so, the refinerv people
strongthened the embankments downstream,
But the breach has occurred upsteam. The
waler entered there and has been obstructed
by the railwav line and the national hizh-
way. No drop of water is going inside.
They are taking all uecessary precautiung.
They have called the military also. It is
kept in readiacss s9 laat in case anythiog

due to breach in Gupta Bandh - 176
(C. A.)
happens, it would rush there, At the  mo-

ment all is under control.

The Ganga is in a high spate this year
for a fortnight. Naturally, banks give way.

The hon. Member said about the Bhakra
Dam. The Bhakra Dam is entirely diffe-
rent. It will never breach. Even if Mem-
bers want, it caunot. But this one is a
small earthen bank which is put there. We
have got thousands of miles of earth banks.

We cannot construct a Bhakra Dam along
all the rivers,

' Therefore I do not think there is any-
thing for us to get excited about it. We
are taking all precautions against the floods.

SHRIJYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond
Harbour) : Dr. K. L Rao, I consider, is
one of the most knowledgeable Minisiers
we have but I have a feeling that 1his
morning he is not posted with up-to-date
information because 1 have the latest infor-
mation that the breach has widened consi-
derably and water has made further pro-
gress,

Of course, if industry is damaged, they
have the money—the private sector
and the public sector—and they will be able
to repair it. But when it concerns the
poor common man, the farmer, whose
crop, house, property and life, once they
are lost and damaged, they are never
repaired.

It has become an annual thing here. I
am carryine ~oal to Newcastls because I
am saying is by Dr. Rao himself. 1 will
give certain figures and tell you why floods
are taking place and what they have done,

MR. SPEAKER : Only in this area.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : 1t covers
your area, my area, his arca, the whole of
India because the river Ganga passes
through, you know, how many States. You
cannot tackle River Ganga within the consti-
tuency of Mishraii ; it has to be tackled

at Kanpur, Rishikesh and many places. So,
it will be interesting to know.

The damage due to floods is due to a
few rcasons, namely, spilling of rivers, con-
centrated and heavy intensity of rainfall in
locilised a-cas and cyclones. Soil conser-
vation and prevention of erosion is very
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lTll_ICh important. Measures for control of
soil erosion in the upper catchment of these
areas are a must. But they have done very
little, T will give you some figures of the
damage,

MR. SPEAKER : It is not a discussion

on floods. It is regarding breach in the
Gupta Bund,
SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: The

damage caused by floods in this country is
E’DChecked. In 1961-70 for certain categories
It was Rs. 776 crores and for the same
period for certain other calegories it was
Rs. 1,231 crores. Work carried out by this
Government up to March 1969 was only
Rs. 185 crores. A large amount of work is
still to be done. Also, flood due to inunda-
tion, Each sq. miles means over 600 ac.es
and each acre, for one crop season, means
a loss of Rs. 2000. If you calculate it that
Way, each year, you are losing that amount
of money which can prevent these floods
for ever. You have been to China, Dr. K.
L. Rao, and you kindly tell us what you
have seen in China as to how they have
tamed rivers there. Why is it you are not
doing these thiags here.

DR. K. L. RAO: I agree with the
hon. Member that we should take carc of
the flood conirol problem because it is
causing us Josses every year. But this has
got to go about to the extent of finances
we have in a gradual way. So far we have
tackled one-quarter of it and we hope to
tackle another quarter in the next 10 years.
Here, unfortunately, the breach has occurred
in the embankment which is already there.
I concede that wherever such vital installa-
tions are involved, we must take extra pre-
cautions to cnsurc that these breaches do
not occur and, in case that happens, we
should have a second line of defence.
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DR. K. L. RAO : About Patna, I was
there last month and I also gave instruc-
tions to the Chief Engineer there that they
should prepare a scheme by which low por-
tion of the city of Patna can be prevented
from flowing water from the river Ganga.
They have taken all the necessary pre-
cautions.

But the Ganga is giving much trouble
this year. We are able to protect against
the Phoon-Phoon river. For example the
Ganga rise at Gandhighat is very high and
the water has entered a few places like the
University area and some other areas the
hon. Member has mentioned but not the
Patna City proper., Water is there, but
this can be prevented very easily by cons-
tructing embankments or walls all along the
front at the Ganga. So, I told the con-
cerned authorities that they should do this
and [ think it will be done after the present
flood season is over.

With regard to the oil refinery itself, it
is protected on all sides with embankments.
They are taking care of the embankment
but as the hon. Member has said, 1 am
trying myself to find out how Gupta’s name
has come. I am not able to find out. This
Gupta embankment and the upstream por-
tion called Roopnagar embankment, both
are one and the same. They are just two
names for a customary embankment. At
the Mokameh bridge, the downstream side
is called Gupta embankmeat and the other
is called the Roopnagar embankment.
No breach has occurred in the Gupta em-
bankment. [If a breach has occurred in the
Gupta embankment, then there will be a
great disaster for the oil refinery because
directly the water enters the refinerv. But
the Gupta embankment is perfectly intact
and safe and in fact 1 am suggesting to
them—I have not seen the area myself
except that [ had been therc a long time
back, next time when I go there, I will take
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some of the officers with mc—that we
should provide for a second line of defence.
But the Gupta embankment is not breached.
The breach occurred in the upstream em-
bal"lkmenls upstream of the bridge near the
guide bank. 1 do not know exactly the
reason for it. May be due to erosion, very
!1kely due to erosion, I wish I had more
information about it, But, generally, when

vital matters are concerped, one shou:d take
extra precaution,

SHl.ll S!-!YAMNANDAN MISHRA :
The main point made by Mr. Vajpayeeji
has not been answered whether it will be

made a joint responsibility of the Centre
and the State because of the vast industrial
complex. That was the main point,

DR. K. L. RAO: The flood control is

entirely State subject. The Centre is only
giving loan assistance. The safety of the
embankment, looking after, maintenance
and construction, everything, belong to the
State Government. But I did not say very
much because 1 feel also that the Centre is
only a co-ordinating organization to give
loans and technical assistance, Otherwise,
they are not in charge of maintenance of
this project and embankments. Still, T con-
cede to this ¢xtent that where central vital
installations are there, they should also give
attention to this aspect.
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DR.K.L. RAO: As the hon. Mem-
ber suggested, I am sending the Chief
Engineer from the CWPC to Bihar to inspect
the site and discuss with the Chief Engineer
of Bihar Government. Regarding the other
question, there has been flood everywhere,
not only here, but in other places also.
Fortunately the railway line is not affected.
Not oniy here, but everywhere the railway

line is safe. The Ganga contained a steady
level for a long time ; and now it is time
that it will begin to recede in the next few
days.
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DR K. L. RAO : There will be a debate
in this House on the flood situation on the
12th instant, and hon. Members can then
participate in the discussion and make these

suggestions and have discussions on the
subject.
-The hon. Member has said that the

newspaper people have given some infor-.
mation and, thercfore, the information that
1 have given is incorrect I - would- like to
submit that the source is the same. The
newspaper people come to our people at
Gandhighat ncar Patna, for that is the only
place where we have a gauge. and from the
officers  there they get the information.
Nowadays observations are given in metres
instcad of fact and there appears to be
some confusion in the conversion. That is
how the Newspaper people have not been
able to give correct information. The infor-
mation that I have given is entirely correct.
I was mysclf there on the 30th of last month,
The water is practically above the ground
level therc, and there is a small wall which

wus preventing the water from coming  in-
side.
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_ With regard to the other question about
coordination and so on, I have submitted
already that the safety and the maintenance
of the banks is entirely a State subject and
the State is doing it. But wherever vital insta-
llations of the Centre are concerned, the
Centre must also take greater interest and
take some steps to ensure that water docs
not come in due to any possible breaches.
But one cannot say about these breaches.
If these are caused by erosion, then one
cannot prevent things. like that, because it
is impossible to do so ; one can only build
an'ot her second line of defence. For example.
this year. the worst damage happened in
Bihar on account of three breaches ; they
were on the Gandak at Peprasi. Madhubani
bank, and the Alampur sector embankment
near Katihar. In these breaches, the water
has come close and has tried to erode it H
nothing can be done in these cases, because
thousands of miles of embankment are there.
The only action to be taken is that in a
vital place like this, one can build up a
second line of defence so that even if the
first embankment breaches, the water does
not go far inside. This is the precaution
that could be taken, and I am working on
that, and I would advise the State Govern-
ment and the Mimistry of Petroleurn and
Chemicals to do it.
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MR. SPEAKER : Order. May I request

the hon. Members to please sit down ?

12.33 hrs.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE AGAINST
EDITOR ETC OF U. KYROWHKA
RILUM, SHILLONG

MR, SPEAKER : The House will recall



