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LOX SABHA

Friday, August 31, 1973/Bhadra 9, 1895
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of
the Clock.

[Mr. SpeaxEr in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
RE: POINT OF ORDER
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MR. SPEAKER, As if you are the
gentlest.

New Agreement between Major Tea

*521. SHRI B. S. BHAURA: Wil
the Mmster of COMMERCE be
pleased to state.

(a) whether a new agreement has
been arrived at between major tea
exporting countries regarding tea ex-
port quota. and

(b) if so, thie broad outhines there-
of?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
A. C. GEORGE): (u) and (b). In
continuation of the intormal arrange-
ment in force from first January,
1970 for regulating the exports irom
major producing countries, the sixth
session of sub-group of tea exporters
was held in Rome from 2nd to 4th
July, 1973 under the auspices of F.AO.
where new export quotas for 1973~
74 and 1974-75 were fixed in respect
of 15 tea exporting countries account-
ing for about 9 per cent of total
world tea exports The global tea
exports agreed for 1973-74 and 1874
8 are 6887 million kgs. and 681 million
kgs. respectively. India’s share ig 217.8
million kgs. for 1973-T4 and 2243
million kgs. for 1974-75,
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SHRI B. 8. BHAURA: May 1 know
from the hon. Minister whether it is
a fact that 1n major exporting count-
ries like the UK. and U.S.A., our tea
is ruling very much? Is it due to
our export policy which, the world
recognises? Also our price is going
up, their demand is not increasing be-
cause of cost of production ang also
because they get that from other coun-
triea?

SHRI A C. GEORGE It 1s true that
UK used to be our most important
traditional buyer of tea. Their demand
has gone down not only in respect of
Indian tea but even the total tea con-
sumption has slightly gone down.

As I said earlier UK used to be the
most important buyer of tea. But, of
late, there are many new tea produc-
g countries that are coming up 1n
the African continent, Most of them
are sterling companies where only the
UK may have a buying interest. I
cannot agree with the hon Member
that the price of tea has gone up In
fact tea 15 one commodity where the
price has gone down.

SHRI B S BHAURA 1Is it also a
fact that our promotional activities mn
other countries are very less than
those done by the smaller countries
hike Ceylon?

SHRI A C GEORGE Our promo-
tional efforts are good. But, there is
defimitely room for improvement. We
are making the best effort to have an
aggressive teg policy.

SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GO-
SWAMI May I know from the hon.
Minister whether it is a fact that last
year we could not fulfil our target of
F.A.O quota of 200 milllon kilograms.
In view of the fact that the price of
tea i{s coming down and the cost of pro-
duction is going up, whether the Gov-
ernment is making a total review of
the export policy regarding tea?



