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(3) Inorder to curb the consumption of

petrol and diesel during 1990-91,
thefollowing steps are being taken:

(i) Controlling the use of transport.
(i) Pooling of MT vehicles for use.
(iii) Proper maintenance of vehicles.

(iv) Effective training of drivers to
ensure economy.

(v) Progressiveintroduction of more
fuel efficient vehicles like Maruti,
Alwyn Nissan, Swaraj Mazda
etc., to the extent feasible.

Desalination of Sea Water
*572. SHRI ERA ANBARASU:
SHRI MANORANJAN
BHAKTA:

Wil the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the present method of de-
salination of sea-water to make it potable
has been found costly;

(b) if so, whether Government are con-
templating any new method to cut down the
costs: and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOL-
OGY AND MINISTER OF STATE IN DE-
PARTMENT OF EDUCATION IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DE-
VELOPMENT (PROF. M.G:K. MENON): (a)
Central Salt and Marine Chemicals Research
Institute (CSMCRY), Bhavnagar has devel-
oped two-stage electrodialysis-based
maethod of desalination of sea-water to make
it potable. The present cost of desalination,
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based on the CSMCRI technology, works
out to 10 paise per litre for a plant capacity of
5 cubic meters per day. The international
cost of desalinating sea-water comes to
between 2-3 paise per litre for large scale
plants of capacity ranging between 4500M3
to 23,000 M3.

(b) and (c).

(1) Experimental efforts are on in
CSMCRI to reduce the cost, by
bringing down the electrical energy
cost by nearly 30%, by developing
and introducing conducting spac-
ers in electrodialysis process.

(2) Efforts are also directed to develop
alternative routes basedonreverse
osmosis technology for bringing
down the cost of desalination of
sea water.

Activities of Space Applications Centre
at Ahmedabad

*573. SHRIM.M. PALLAM RAJU: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(2) the exact nature of activities of the
Space Applications Centre (SAC) at Ahme-
dabad and its various co-ordinating agen-
cies;

(b) the names of important organisa-
tions to which information generated by the
SAC is supplied;

(c) whether information generated by
the SAC is sold commercially, especially to
international data banks; and if not, whether
the organisation proposes to do it; and

(d) the future activities being contem-
plated by the SAC?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOL-



