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INTRODUCTION 

I, the Chairperson of the Committee on Government Assurances (2021-2022), having 

been authorized by the Committee to submit the Report on their behalf, present this Sixtieth 

Report (17th Lok Sabha) of the Committee on Government Assurances. 

2. The Committee on Government Assurances (2020-2021) at their sitting held on 02 

December, 2021 inter-alia considered Memorandum Nos. 02 to 11 containing requests 

received from various Ministries/Departments for dropping of 10 pending Assurances and 

decided to drop 08 Assurances. 

3. At their sitting held on 08 March, 2022, the Committee on Government Assurances 

(2021-2022) considered and adopted this Report. 

4. The Minutes of the aforesaid sittings of the Committee form part of the Report. 

NEW DELHI; 
.2;t March, 2022 

o I Chaitra , 1944 (Saka) 

Qii) 

RAJENDRA AGRAWAL, 
CHAIRPERSON, 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES 



REPORT 

While replying to Questions in the House or during discussions on Bills, Resolutions, 
Motions, etc., Ministers sometimes give Assurances, undertakings or promises either to 
consider a matter, take action or furnish information to the House at some later date. An 
Assurance is required to be implemented by the Ministry concerned within a period of three 
months. In case, the Ministry finds it difficult to implement the Assurance on one ground or 
the other, it is required to request the Committee on Government Assurances to drop the 
Assurance and such requests are considered by the Committee on merits and decisions taken 
to drop an Assurance or otherwise. 

2. The Committee on Government Assurances (2021-2022) considered Ten Memoranda 
(Appendix-I) containing requests received from various Ministries/Departments for dropping 
of 10 pending Assurances at their sitting held on 02 December, 2021. 

3. After having considered the grounds cited by the Ministries/Departments, the 
Committee are convinced and decided to drop the following 08 Assurances :-

S. No. SQ/USQ No. Ministry Subject 
&Date 

1. SQ No. 298 Coal Hospita ls and Dispensaries 
dated 14.12.2011 in CIL 

(Appendix - II) 
2. USQ No. 2248 Finance E-Way Bill for Intra-State 

dated 08.03.2021 (Department of Gold Transportation 
Revenue) (Appendix - III) 

3.* USQ No. 2396 Communications National Broadband Plan 
dated 28.03.2012 (Department of (Appendix - IV) 

Telecommunications) 

4.* USQ No. 402 Agriculture and Farmers Licensing and Formats for 
dated 19.07.2016 Welfare GM Technology Agreement 

(Department of Guidelines 
Agriculture and Farmers (Appendix - V) 
Welfare) 

5. USQ No. 5681 Railways Rail Coach Factory 
dated 10.05.2012 (Appendix - VI) 

6. SQ No. 133 Railways Upgradation of Signalling 
dated 27.11.2019 System 
(Supplementary by (Appendix - VII) 
Shri Dharambir Singh, 
M.P.) 

* Implementation Report of the Assurances has since been laid on the Table of the House on 
01/12/2021 



S. No. SQ/USQ No. Ministry Subject 
&Date 

7. USQ No. 2170 Finance Innovation in Currency 
dated 08.03.2021 (Department of Format 

Economic Affairs) (Appendix - VIII) 

8. USQ No. 2222 Finance Ban on Bitcoin Trading 
dated 08.03.2021 (Department of (Appendix - IX) 

Economic Affairs) 

4. The details of the Assurances arising out of the replies and the reason(s) advanced by 
the Ministries/Departments for dropping of the above mentioned 08 Assurances are given in 
Appendices -II to IX. 

5. The Minutes of the sitting of the Committee dated 02 December, 2021, whereunder the 
requests for dropping of the Assurances were considered, are given in Appendix-X. 

NEW DELHI; 

;t::t March, 2022 

ol Chaitra , 1944 (Saka) 

RAJENDRA AGRAWAL, 
CHAIRPERSON, 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES 
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Appendix- I 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES (2021-2022) 

Statement showing summary of requests received from various Ministries/Departments regarding 
dropping of Assurances and considered by the Committee at their sitting held on 02 December, 2021. 

Memo Question/ Discussion Ministry Department Brief Subject 
No. References 

2 SQ No. 298 Coal - Hospitals and 
dated 14.12.2011 Dispensaries in CIL 

3 USQ No. 2248 dated Finance Department of E-Way Bill for Intra-
08.03.2021 Revenue State Gold 

Transportation 

4 USQ No. 2396 dated Communications Department of National Broadband 
28.03.2012 Telecommunicati Plan 

ons 

5 USQ No. 402 Agriculture and Department of Licensing and Forma~ 
dated 19.07.2016 Farmers Welfare Agriculture and for GM Technology 

Farmers Agreement Guidelines 
Welfare 

6 USQ No. 5681 dated Railways - Rail Coach Factory 
10.05.2012 

7 SQ No. 133 Railways - Upgradation of 
dated 27.11.2019 Signalling System 
(Supplementary by 
Shri Dharambir Singh, 
M.P.) 

8 USQ No. 3208 dated Defence Department of Fighter Planes 
14.03.2018 Defence 

9 USQ No. 2170 dated Finance Department of Innovation in Currenc 
08.03.2021 Economic Format 

Affairs 

10 USQ No. 1042 dated Environment, - Great Indian Bustard 
22.11.2019 Forest and Climate 

Change 

10 11 USQ No. 2222 dated Finance Department of Ban on Bitcoin Tradin 
08.03.2021 Economic 

Affairs 

* Implementation Report of the Assurances has since been laid on the Table of the House on 
01/ 12/ 2021 . 
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Subject: 

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES BRANCH 

MEMORANDUM NO. 0 2-

Request for dropping of Assur~mce given in reply to Starred 
Question No. 298 dated 14.12.2011 regarding "Hospitals and 
Dispensaries in CIL". 

**** 
On 14 December 2011, Shri Nityananda Pradhan and Shri Tathagata Satpathy, 

M.Ps., addressed a Starred Question No. 298 to the Minister of Coal. The text of the 
Question along with the reply of the Minister is as given in the Annexure. 

2. The reply to the Question was treated as an Assurance by the Committee and 
required to be implemented by the Ministry of Coal within three months from the date of 
the reply but the Assurance is yet to be implemented. 

3. The Ministry of Coal vide O.M. No. 54016/26/2011-CSR&W dated 6th December 
2019 had requested to drop the Assurance on the following grounds:-, 

"the matter of establishing five medical colleges in the area of Coal India Limited 
{CIL) and its subsidiaries is under process, which is a time consuming procedure 
and time limit for its conclusion cannot be ascertained. The matter is being follow 
up regularly with CJL, however .the complete information is still awaited from CIL. 
CIL may take some more time to send the complete information.'' 

4. The above request for dropping the Assurance was considered by the Committee 
at their Sitting held on 21 July, 2020 and it was decided not to drop the Assurance. The 
Committee accordingly presented their 13th Report (17th Lok Sabha) on 13 February 
2021 and inter-alia urged upon the Ministry to pursue the matter vigorously with Coal 
India Limited (CIL) for its proper and expeditious implementation. 

5. However, the Ministry of Coal vide O.M. No. 54016/26/2011-CSR&W dated 27th 
May, 2021 has inter-alia stated as under: 

"The matter has been re-examined in consultation with Coal India Limited (CIL). 
Chairman, CIL had vide letter dated 17.08.2020 informed that the Assurance has 
been monitored, reviewed and discussed on several occasions and updated status 
note has periodically been submitted by CIL for fulfillment of the Assurance. , 
Howeve·r, the same was treated as partly implemented. The matter has been 
further taken up with CIL for specific reply and status on the subject Assurance. 
CIL vide its latest letter dated 12.05.2021 has stated that it appears that the 
request for dropping the Assurance has not been acceded to by the Committee on 
Government Assurances (2020-2021) at their sitting held on 21st July, 2020 even 
prior to CIL's request for consideration. CIL has stated that operationalisation of 
medical college cum hospital is a specialized job requiring domain experience 
along with compliance of norms of National Medical Commission for permission 
and subsequent recognition both at teaching and treating fronts. CIL and its 



r 

4' ' 

· subsidiaries do not have core-competence or ~xpertise to administe·r and operate a 
medical college on their c:iwn. Only MCL has been able to establish a medical 
.college cum hospital at.Talcher und~r its CSR initiative consisting of a Trust named 
'Mahanadi Medical Education Trust' which would select an operator for 
operationalisation, administration, supervision and management of institute. The 
latest development is that construction work is over and tender has been floated 
on.behalf..of. Trust with the aim to start operations.Jrorn 2022-23 academic year. In 
Jharkhand, CCL's concerted efforts to acquire around 20 acres of land on payment 
basis for constructing a medical college to be run by the State Government has nae 
received any response so far. 

CIL has pointed out that state-wise medical seats in medical colleges both in 
Government and Private sectors between 2010 and 2021 where CIL subsidiaries 
propose to put up medical colleges indicate healthy increase of 146% (as shown in 
the table in its letter dated 12.05.2021 sourced from website of Medical Council of 
India) which perhaps could be a major reason for lukewarm response from State 
Government in creation of additional medical education infrastructure. 

Chairman., CIL, has further stated that since there has already been considerable 
delay in fulfilling the Assurance and subsidiaries like ECL, BCCL and CCL do not 
have encouraging financial condition. In the backdrop of above, Chairman of CIL 
has requested for favorable recommendation to drop the Asswance be considered 
in response to the above referred Lok Sabha Starred question. 

6. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minister of Coal, Mines 
and Parliamentary Affairs, has again requested the Committee to drop the Assurance. 

The Committee may· reconsider. 

NEW DELHI : 
DATED: 2.4 f It l2a2. \ 

,. 



GOVER.NM.ENT o~· INDIA 
MINISTRY OF COAL 

LOK, SABHA. 
STARR.ED QUESTION NO. *298 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 14.12.20U 

Hospitals 1:.n<i Dispensaries in CIL 

,.,29t:. :~HR~ N!.TYANANDA PRADHAN AND SURI 1'ATHAGATA SATPATHY: 

"'/ill tl1c \ fi~ist~'r of c6.\1. he pleased to state: 

\t:l \\·hcthcr Coal India I .imikd (CIU and its subsidiary companies arc running medical 
colkg.c::.. h0spituls. <lispcnsaiics and teaching institutions in the country; 

!h) if so. th~ <kLails thereof along1,.vith their locations. statt-wisc; 
cc) \l. h1.:thcr the G<n-1...·mmcnt has acquired th!! land for the medical coilcgcs which arc to be 

e')tt~hli~h:.:J 111 n~ur luture by C'IL and its subsidiaries~ 
{di if so. th1: details thereof an<l if not. th~ rea-;ons therefor~ and 
le) the time hy \Yhich these colleges are likely to be made functional/operational alongwith 

the .ltmJs likely to b1...· ;{pent in this regard? 

( '.li to (e) : A statement is laid on the Table of the house. 

**~'''* 

. .· .. ' . 

..• .. 

•. 



STAT1':MENT REFERRED TO IN ANSWER TO PAR'J'S (a) TO (e) OP LOK SAJPV".:i 
STARllED QUESTION NO. ~'298 FOR 14.12.2011 RAISED ~y §HRI NITV ANA~JA 
PRADHAN, MP ANH SHIU TATHAGATA SATPATHY, MP -

(a&b): Coal India Limited and its subsidiaries are not running any medical° colleges or lcachil~g 
institutions". They are extending medical facilities to th~ employees and their families· throJgh 
various medical establishments starting from the dispensary · 1evcl to the Central · and Ap~x 
hospitals in different parts of the coalfields. There are 85 Hospitals and 424 oispensarics in ihc 
areas of Coal India Limited and its subsidiaries. . 

The details of hospitals .and dispensaries run by Coal India Limited and its subsidiaries 
arc as under: 

States - -- ·- co;.pa~-- -- Dispcnsary--r-110~-pitai 

& EastemCoalfi~ldsLimited __ __ _ ······-·128 I 12 West Bengal 
.Jharkhand 

Jharkhand & 
Bengal 

.. . ··- -· .. -- ·-
Jharkhand 

. Vv\:st Bhurat Coking Coal Limited 9(5 

. ·---- ·--··- - -
Central Coalfields Limited 63 

···-·· .. ---· - - ··- ·-- -·----------t-- - - .... 
Maharashtra & Madhya Western Coalfields Umitt:d 54 
Pradesh 

-M~clhy-;---·rr.a<l~sh. · -·&··1· soliih __ . EasremCoaifields- ----· ·47 · -· 
Chhatisgarh · Limited 

I • ' •• .I . -··-•·-·-·-·-·-- ·----·--- -·-'"·····•• .... _. • 

~:~~~a -i;-ra-dcsh& · Li1ia1:· f~:~~~; c~:~:~~:~::~~~-----: : 
Pradesh · 

Assam Coal India Limited 07 

..... , . ... . ·-·j4 .... 

19 . . 

1 l 

17 

07 

03 

02 
_.,. _____ _________ - ·-·- ·---·-··-·--·--· ·--- - ----... -- ...... _ 
Coal Mines Planning and Design 02 
Institute Limited 

; West Bengal, .Tharkhand, 

I Chhatisgarh. 
1 Maharashtra & Madhya 

I P~adcsh . .. 
· West Bengal 

. .. I . -. .. - .... 
01 Coal India Limited 

West Bengal Dunkani Coal Complex-SECL 02 
.. 

1 Total 
.. ..! " "··--··· _, ... 

424 85 

. " . 

I 

I· ; 
l 

' 

j • 

• • 

I 

If ( c to c ): Ttie P_!£posal to establish five___".'~~ col)!>Jl~!__]_n ,t~-~_!!___ol ~o~ndia Limit".d an_~its / \ 
Subsidl!!:L~~.J.~t .. Qf~J.iminar:y_.stage_ . .Ihere is no need oflacquiring land by the Government for \. 

1 the establishment of medical colleges as the land 1s alre~dy available with the coal companies. 
As the proposal is at preliminary stage, it is not possiblJ to indicate time frame and the funds 
likely to be spent in this regard. 1 · 

***** 



LOKSA~HASECRETARIAT . 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES BRANCH 

MEMORANDUM No. 03 

Subject: Request for dropping of Assurance .given in reply to Unstarred 
Question No. 2248 dated 08.03.2021 regarding "~-Way Bill for 
Intra-State Gold Transportation". 

On 08 March, 2021, Shri Hibi Eden, M.P., addressed an Unstarred 
Question No. 2248 to the Minister of Finance. The text of the Question 
alongwith the reply of the Minister is as given in the Annexure. 

2. The reply to the Question was treated as an Assurance by the 
Committee and required to be implemented by the Ministry of Finance 
(Department of Revenue) within three months from the date of reply but the 
Assurance is yet to be implemented. 

3. In this regard, the Ministry of Finance (Department of Revenue) vide 
O.M. F. No. CBEC-20/14/04/2021-GST/1215 dated 26 August, 2021 has stated 
as under:- · 

"The Group of Ministers (GoM) on movement of gold and precious 
stones was constituted by the GST Council on 22.11.2019. The GST 
Council is a constitutional body constituted under Article 279A of the 
Constitution of India and is a federal forum of Centre and State 
Governments for making recommendations to the Union and State 
Governments on issues related to Goods & Services Tax. It is a 
constitutional body, independent of the Central Government. The 
fulfilment of instant Assurance is solely based on the submission of final 
report by the said Group of Ministers to the GST Council. Accordingly, 
this Ministry has no authority to direct the GST Council or the Group of 
Ministers constituted by the GST Council to submit its report. Therefore, : · 
this office is not in a position to undertake any action for fulfilment' of · 
the said Assurance." 

4. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Finance, has requested the Committee to drop the 
Assurance. 

The Committee may consider. 

Dated:- 24ln !2 .. 2.. \ 
\ I 

New Delhi 



I 
I 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2248 
TO BE ANSWERED ON MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2021/PHALGUNA 17, 1942 (SAKA) 

E-WAY BILL FOR INTRA-STATE GOLD TRANSPORTATION 

2248. SHRI HIBi EDEN: 

Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether a sub-committee which deals with the issues related to GST Council has decided to 
make e-way bill mandatory for intra-state transportation of gold; 
(b) if so, the details thereof including the names of States which have opposed this proposal; 
(c) the details of data showing the statistics of gold smuggling cases in Kerala for the last three 
financial years 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20; . 
( d) whether the infonners of gold smuggling and tax evasion are rewarded; and 
(e) if so, whether there exists any proposal for an increased reward for the infom1ers and if so, 
the details thcrco r? 

ANSWER 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR fINANCE (SHRI ANURAG SING.H THAKUR) 

(a) & (b) A Group of Ministers (GoM) on movemu t of gold and precious stones was constituted 
by the GST Council on 22.11.2019 to examine the feasibility of implementation of e-way bill 
requirement for movement of gold and precious stones or otherwise and to suggest alternative 
ways and mechanisms for controlling tax evasion. The GoM has not yet submitted its final report / 
to the GST Council. j 

(c) 
Financial Year Number of cases of gold smuggling Quanttim of gold seized (in kg) 

booked under the Customs Act ··---·--
201 7-18 489 251.4 
2018-19 1136 507.58 c 2019-20 1000 579.91 

( d) Yes. Those who infonn about gold smuggling and tax evasion are considered for reward as 
per existing Reward Guidelines of Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs. 

(e) No such proposal for increased reward to informers is presently under consideration. 

***** 

q 



Subject: 

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES BRANCH 

MEMORANDUM NO. <:i4 

Request for dropping of Assurance given in reply to Unstarred 
Question No. 2396 dated 28.03.2012 regarding "National 
Broadband Plan". 

**** 
On 28 March, 2012, Shri Rao Saheb Danve Patil, Shri M.K. Raghavan, Shri Hansraj 

G. Ahir, Shri Radhe Mohan Singh, Shri Varun Gandhi, Shri Harishchandra Chavan, Shri 
Ram Singh Kaswan, Shri R. Thamaraiselvan, Shri Suresh Kumar Shetkar and Dr. Kirit 
Premjibhai Solanki, M.Ps., addressed an Unstarred Question No. 2396 to the Minister of 
Communication (Department of Telecommunications). The text of the Question alongwith 
the reply of the Minister is as given in the Annexure. 

2. The reply to the Question was treated as an Assurance by the Committee and 
required to be implemented by the Ministry of Communications (Department of 
Telecommunications) within three months from the date of reply but the Assurance is yet 
to be implemented. 

3. The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (Department of 
Telecommunications) vide O.M. No. 8/09/2012-Policy-I dated 1st December, 2015 had 
requested to drop the Assurance on the following grounds:-

"That the National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) project was planned, in 2011, to 
connect all Gram Panchayats (approx. 2.5 Lakh) in the Country through Optical 
Fibre Cable (OFC) utilizing existing fibers of PSUs viz. Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Limited (BSNL), Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (PGCIL) and RailTel to 
bridge the connectivity gap between Gram Panchayats (GPs) and Blocks for 
providing broadband connectivity by all categories of service providers on non-
discriminatory basis. The project was approved 'by Government on 25.10.2011. 
The project is being funded by USOF and is being executed by a Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) namely Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL), which has been 
incorporated on 25.02.2012. NOFN was targeted to be implemented by December, 
2016. 

Given the pace of implementation of National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN), 
Government of India constituted an Expert Committee on 14th January, 2015 to 
review the strategy and approach towards speedy implementation of NOFN 
project. One of the mandates of this Committee was to come up with solutions 
that could ensure project completion by December, 2016. The Committee gave 
considerable thought to this issue and was of the opinion that adherence to the 
timeline of December, 2016 either in the existing framework or the revised 
framework suggested by the Committee, may not be feasible. The Committee 
submitted its report on 31st March, 2015 wherein a revised timeline upto 
December, 2017 has, inter alia, been indicated. 



Based on the report of the Committee on. NOFN, the implementation strategy, 
approach, technology etc. of the project are under examinatbn· in consultation . 
with stakeholders. It is, therefore, expected that the completion· of the project to 
cover all Gram Panchayats will take considerable time. 

In view of the above, it is requested that the Committee on Government 
Assurances, Lok Sabha Secretariat may consider dropping of the Parliament 
Assurances given in respect of Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 2396 answered 
on 28.03.2012." 

4. The above request for dropping the Assurance was considered by the Committee 
at their Sitting held on 17 June, 2016 and it was decided not to drop the Assurance. The 
Committee accordingly presented their Forty-Sixth Report (16th Lok Sabha) on 
15.12.2016 and urged upon the Ministry to shed this approach and pursue the matter 
vigorously by making concerted and coordinated efforts and fulfil the Assurance at the 
earliest. 

5. However, the Ministry of Communications (Department of Telecommunications) 
videO.M. No. 8-9/2012-Policy-I dated 31st August, 2021 has stated as under:-

"BharatNet project is being implemented in a phased manner to create network to 
connect all the Gram Panchayats (GPs) with broadband in the country. The scope 
of BharatNet has been recently · extended to cover all inhabited villages. On 
30.06.2021, the Union Cabinet accorded approval for a revised strategy for 
implementation of BharatNet through Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model in 16 
States of the country covering about 3.61 lakh villages including GPs for extending 
Optical Fibre Cable (OFC) connectivity. The Union Cabinet has also accorded in-
principle approval for extending broadband to all inhabited villages of the 
remaining States and Union Territories (UTs). The project is targeted to be 
completed by August, 2023 ." 

6. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minister of State for 
Communications, has once again requested the Committee to drop the Assurance. 

The Committee may reconsider. 

NEW.DELHI: 
DATED: 24f if r 2. .,2. 1 

l J 

~ .· . 



.. . 

" 

GOVERI\1MENT OF Il"\'DIA ,i . 

JY.:.TI\ITS'fRY OF COMfITTJNICATEONS AND rNFORIV"u .. 'E'ZOI'! ?ECHNO~OQY 
DEP AP..TIViEHT OF TELECOitlhl¥LUNICL ':;'[V:NS 

LOK SABHA 
TJNST f. R..ll&D QUESTIOI~ i !O. 23S'G 

TO ~E t.J'T§'iNERED ON 23TH lV'!A_~CE~ '.).O:!:A 
I~~AT~O'I~AL BRCfo~ElRtJ'lf0 ?LJ:.N 

"i-2396. SHRI RAO SAHEB DANVE PATI~: 
SHRI M.K. RAGHAVAN: 
SHRi HANSRAJ G. AHIR: 
SHR! RADHE MOEAN SINGI-!: 
SHRL VARUN GANDHI: 
SHRL HARJSHCHANDRA CHA VAN: 
SH~l RAM SINGH !<.ASWAN: 
SHRL R. THAMARAiSELVAN: 
SHRl SURESH KUMAR SH3Tl(AR: 
DR. KlRIT PREMJJ~HAI ~OLA~KI: 

Will the MinisterofCOMlvlUNICAT10NS AND INFORi~.1ATIOH TE.:~-O·!~L~Gr Of. 
p!eased ~o state: 
(a) whether the Government has prepared and fir.~lizec! the Hational B~·oadbru:,j Plan; 

(b) if s::>, the details and the salient features thereof a!ongwith the 8.ction tai\.f!n by the 
Government in this regard so far: 
(c) w!l~ther the Governm~nt i1as provic!eO/proposes to provide high spr:cd twadba~1d 
facilities in ru:a1 areas; 

... 

(d) if so. the ciet&ils thereorand the number ofvillages/panchayats covered under the t.cheme .-
so far. St&te-wise; 
(e) whether the slow pace cf internet broadband CO'!erage has ar..iversely nffected tile · 
economic rnd social developrne!1t and thereby Gross Domesti~ Prodttctio!l (GDP) of the ccuntry: ·. 
and · 
(f) if so~ the deta::s the~eof and the action taken b;y the Govemt:lent ic increase bro~clb8.nd 
penetration in tile country? 

THE MINISTER GF S! ATE IN Tl-i.E MH\!ISTR Y OF COivil'AUNJ.CAT~::ll'I5 AED 
IN:'ORMA TION 'fECHNOLOGY (GHi:U iv:I;__,n .. JD DEORA) 

(a) to (d) DepartI!lsnt of Telecommur.:catio!l had receive~ :he recommendation marle by 
Teiecom Regaia~o.·y Authori\y ofincli4(1::V.l) C&ted Gth ~ecembei· 2010 on 'Ns.tional Brcadb<'nrl 
?hu,'. 7he Government has alre~dy epproveri the scheme for creation of Nation&! Optil:&l Ffoee 
Network (NOFN) on 25th Octo!Jer 2011, for provid~ng Bro?-.dband connectivity to 15 l?ldt vilkgr. 
P&.,chayats. The objective cf this scheme is to extend the existing op~ical ·fibre netw::>?i~ to , 

1 
Panchayats by utilizing the Un:·1erst.l Services Obligatic!'l Ft:nd (U80F).The project is proposed : 

' to be com~leted in 2 years. ·- -- ···--- -··--·- · · f 

It.-
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In addition, USOF has launched a · Rural Wireli!1e Broadband Scheme t~ increase 
broadband penetration in rural and remote areas. Under this scheme BSNL will provide 8,88,832 
wire-line Broadband connections to individual users and Government Institution~ over a period 
of 5-years in this scheme. As on February 2012, a total of 3, 54,595 broadband connections have 

.. . ~ .. · pee~ .provided. The telec_om circle wise detail is given in Annexure I 
. . . . . . . . 

Further, Govt. under Bharat Nirman-11 has a target of covering 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayat 
in 2012. State wise broadband coverage of village Panchayats is given in Aneexure-H 

The Govt. in draft revised National Telecom Policy 2011, has inter-alia proposed to revise 
the existing Broadband download speed of 256 Kbps to 512 Kbps and subsequently to 2 Mbps 
by 2015 and higher speeds of at least 100 Mbps thereafter. However, no final decision has been 
taken in the matter so far. 

(e) & (£) Studies have shown that increase in the penetration of Internet I Broadband has a 
· positive impact on the growth of Gross Domestic Product. 

In addition to this following initiatives have been taken by the Government to increas·e 
the broadband penetration: 

i) Allotment of Spectrum for 30 and BWA services will facilitate proliferation of broadband 
through mobile handsets an~ wireless tec~nologies. 

ii) Permitting Shari rig of infrastructure amongst the Service providers. 
iii) The Indian Telegraph Rules have been amended, and stream IV has been added under the 

title "Provision of broadband connectivity to villages in a phased manner" to bring 
provisioning of broadband connectivity to the rural areas under the purview of the USOF. 

iv) USOF schemes for supporting shared infrastructure for mobile services in rural and remote 
areas ru-e under implementation. These towers will also be used to provide Broadband 
connectivity in the newly covered Block/Taluka headquarters. 

v) A Rural Wire-line Broadband Scheme has been launched under USOF to increase 
broadband penetration in rural and remote areas. Under this scheme BSNL will provide 8, 
88,832 wire-line Broadband connections to individual users and Government Institutions 
over a period of 5-years in this scheme. 

l3 
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Br-oadban~ connections provided hy BSN".i:.... ~mnet· USOF 
' ohms uo to February' 2GI2. 

TeBecom Cfii"cbe ".n'"'otn; BS:-J~ Ccm:~c~~mt~ 

Andaman a'l.d Nicobar 325 
Andhra Pradesh ~·3.707 

. ASSAM l,750 
·-'--

Bihar 3,02'~· 

Chhattisg~& 1,669 

Chennai Telecom Dis~ SAIS 
Gujarat 21.480 

Haryana 11,395 
Him&chal Pradesh 7,37'; ~ 
J6t?lmu and Kashn:r 1,2~1 I Jilark.Jtanci I 1,647 

~ Kernataka I /,3,377 

Kerak 73,532 

Madhya Pradesh ii ~.-. l J . ,~--' ·- -
?C '"'I -- l Maharashtra .,;; ,Jt: 

NORTH EAST-I 335 
NORTH EAST-i: 365 

. . 
Orissa 6,165 

Punjab 40,098 

Rajasthan !6,t;.w --
. Tamilnad!l 25,602 

U~i:ar P:-aricsh (East) 7,730 
·~ 

Ur-i.ar Praciesh (Vv'est) f:., 135 --
U~aranchal l,'iO'/ 

12 936 
----i 

WB 

l .. . · . . 
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Annexure-Il 

state of Broadband Coverage of Village Pancbayats 
under Bharat Nirman-ll Upto 31-12-2012 

··- -· 
S!.No State /UTs Total number of Cumulative Achievement VPs 

1 Andaman & Nicobar 67 56 
2 Andhra Pradesh 21~62 14034 
3 Assam 39.t3 2062 
4 Bihar 8460 7788 
5 Chhattisgarh 9§37 2150 

Gujarat (including 
Dadra Nagar Haveli & 14~39 

6 Daman Diu) 7599 
7 Haryana 6234 5651 
8 Himachal Pradesh 3241 1862 
9 Jammu & Kashmir 41it-6 1308 
IO Jharkhand 4559 4460 
11 Karnataka §657 3779 
12 Kerala 999 997 
13 Lakshadweep 10 5 
14 Madhya Pradesh 23022 4171 

Maharashtra (including 2807fl 15 Goa) 10294 
16 Tripura 1040 
17 Mizoram** 768 1190 
18 Me_ghalaya** H63 
19 Arunachal Pradesh 1756 
20 Manipur 3011 1410 
21 Nagaland** 1110 
22 Orissa 6233 2372 
23 Punjab 12609 11100 
24 Chandigarh !7 16 
25 Raiasthan 9200 2946 
26 Tamil Nadu 12617 9308 
27 Pondicherry 98 98 
28 Uttar Pradesh 52125 43003 
29 Uttarakhand 75'16 2474 
30 West Bengal 3354'.· 2475 
31 Sikkim 163 66 

Total 247864 14267~ 

"'* Equivalent Rural Local Bodies 



Subject: 

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANC.ES BRANCH. 

MEMORANDUM NO. ~ '5 

Request for dropping of Assurance given in reply to USQ No. 402 
dated 19.07.2016 regarding "Licensing and Formats for GM 
Technology Agreement Guidelines". 

**** 
On 19th July 2016, Shri Om Birla, M.P., addressed an USQ No. 402 to the Minister 

of Agriculture and ·farmers Welfare. The text of the Question along with the reply of the 
Minister is as given in the Annexure. 

2. The reply to the Question was treated as an Assurance by the Committee and 
required to be implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
(Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare) within three months from 
the date of the reply but the Assurance is yet to be implemented. . 

3. In this regard, the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (Department of 
Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare) vide <;l .M. No. 4-156/2016-SD.IV dated 
06.09.2021 has stated as under:-

'Department received comments from the farmers, Seed Associations, CII, 
Corporate Houses, Industrial Associations etc. and majority of seed Associations, 
corporate house and DPIIT etc. are not in favour of the guidelines. They are of the 
opinion that this will discourage research and innovation in the field of Agriculture 
in the country which is a lengthy, complex and very costly process. In this way 
guideline would hamper the welfare of farmers in the long run and also against the 
ease of doing business. Moreover, the guideline h~s already been rescinded vide 
Gazette Notification dated 24.05.2016. '' 

4. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minister of Agriculture 
·and Farmers Welfare, has requested the Committee to drop the Assurance. 

The Committee may consider. 

NEW DELHI : 
DATED: 24fH f2-~ 2.\ 

}b 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATION AND FARMERS WELFARE 

LOf< SABHA 
UNSTARRED .QUESTION N0.402 

TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 19TH JULY, 2016 
.. - ... 

.::.o;:. SHRI Ol'Jf 8ff~.LA: 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE 
be 11leased to state: 

t'2) whc3ti':er ·ti10 r~·:.1\. .. :,.rnrnerr·i. ;·1as 'Hithdrawn the no~iflcation calling Gfvl developers to 
;:o; ,·ipul~.o!·ily 'le(-;, i'J•-, fr1~~i1· lJroprk~·~81y craits on demand, if so, the details thereof; 

(~1) v.1!·1ei.hsr ·,: :\"" l.}:-/.::::: .-n~nei-:·! has also rolled back the decision not to charge any royalty 
=~:c:~edbg 1 O ~..,er cent o·;; 'd:e rn~xlmum sale price of seeds, if _so, the details thereof; and 

(c) tl1a aatc:iil:; c.A ·~t . ..::1 l~ey featu res of ti ~ Licen_sing and Formats for C?M Technology 
,11.:_ . .-ee.~1 (::1~t Gui::e!i110·s <'11ci the tirne b~' whii.. .. the Government proposes to put out a formai 
c~:-,·::fr1 1 1.:-1·~i:J11 on c0mpul$:Ji":/ licer.sa and royalty on sale price of seeds? 

ANSWER 

fVJINISTER OF SIATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE 

~f'\· 'QCf ~- ~iUT ;,:i~i<'i'l: ~ m ~ (SHRI SUDARSHAN BHAGAT) 
(, 

(a) & (b): Yes, Madam. The Government has withdrawn on 24th May, 2016 the Notification 
of Licensing and Formats for GM Technology Agreement Guidelines · issued vide S.O. 
i'-Jo.18"i3(E) dated 18th lvlay, 2016. These licensing guidelines & format for GM Technology 
Agreement have been uploaded on the website of the Department for seeking comments/ 
suggestions from all stakeholders within 90 days from the date of uploading on the website 
befo~e its finalizotion. 

\CJ: Key features of the Licensing and Formats for GM Technology Agreement Guidelines 
inG!ude Fair, Rensonable and Non-Discriminatory (FRAND) allocation, a cap on maximum trait 
value, r.o right to ref:Jse Qrant o~ license to any elig!ble seed company fulfilling eligilibity criteria, 
in case of loss of EJ.fficacy ·i:rai~ value to be zero, no restrictive condition in the agreement for 
al·Le;·native GM lEJcilnology, etc. 

Decision~ on these draft .!Jcensing guidelines will be taken after receiving comments/ / 
suggestior.s from all stai<eholders on completion of 90 days. ... j 

Ir 
: -



LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT /ffaperidi~ -7/T 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES.BRANCH 

Subject: 

MEMORANDUM No. o 6 

Request for dropping of Assurance given in reply to Unstarred 
Question No. 568'1 dated 10.05.2012 regarding "Rail Coach 
Factory." 

On 10 May, 201_2 Shri Prabodh Panda, M.P., addressed an Unstarred 
Question No. 5681 to the Minister of Railways. The text of. the Question 
alongwith the reply of the Minister is as given in the Annexure. · · -

2. . The reply to the question was treated as an Assurance by the Committee 
and required to be implemented by the Ministry of Railways within three months 
from the date of the reply but the Assurance is yet to be implemented. 

3. The Ministry of Railways vide O.M. No. 2012/Elect/Dev/LSQ/Assurance(l) 
dated 25.03.2015, had requested to drop the Assurance on the following 
grounds:-

\'That the various works pertaining to rail Coach Factory/Kanchrapara are 
in progress. The work of transmission and new sub-station building has 
been complet~d. 
For selection of JV partner, bidders have already been shortlisted for 
participation in financial bid stage. As per the decision of the Cabinet, Bid 
Documents approved by the Cabinet for Marhowra and Madhepura 
locomotive factories would be generally followed for Rail Coach 
Factory/Kanchrapara, except for project specific changes. Proposal can be 
sent to the Cabinet after getting Board's clearance. The Ministry has 
nominated a Committee to assess the requirement of rolling stock 
including EMU/MEMU coaches. Report of the Committee is · awaited. 
Decision to take the bid process forward can be taken after receipt of 
report of the Committee. It is therefore not possible to give any timeframe 
for fulfilling of the Assurance." 

4. The above request for dropping of the Assurance was not acceded to by 
the Committee at their sitting held on 19 November 2015. The Committee 
accordingly presented their 26th Report (16th Lok Sabha) on 21 December~ 2015 
and recommended the Ministry to expedite the work pertaining to Rail Coach 
Factory/Kanchrapara with proper planning and coordination and to take 
appropriate measures to ensure fulfillment of the Assurance at the earliest. 



i . 

- -. 5·. However, the Ministry of Railways vide 0.M. No. 2018/M(W)/443/9 dated 
;. 02 September, 2021 has. stated as under:-

"The work of ·· setting up .. of Coach factory at Kanchrapara was 
':. i :·.., ·.,·;·"'planned/sanctioliled :in .the ::. year 2010.:.i-1 :for:: manufacturing .. of . .coaches. 

However, a pre-requisite to setting up such projects, is a sustained 
demancj of coaches in the future. The requirement of coaches vis-a-vis 
available manufacturing capacity has been reviewed and requirement of 
coaches in near future does not justify immediately initiating construction 
of a new coach· factory. This may be taken as the final stand of this 
Ministry." 

6. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of Minister of State in 
th.e . Ministry of .Railways, has once again requested the Committee to drop the 

·:~::above Assurance. · · 

· The Committee may reconsider. 

Dated:- .2.4111 ~2 ... 2.\ 
·. New Delhi 

.. ~ -
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--
STtaTEM!eNT REFERRED .TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a ) 1to (1a) OF UN8TARR5D QUEST ""lN 
INI0.568.1l BY SHRO PMBODHI PANDA TO BE ~N~WEREI?> GINl P..@K SABH£ @N 10-0 5-aOi2 
lltl5eAl!tlDl!NG RAIL COACH !FACTORY 

(a) "il"!me pll"esenU sta:ift:aas o'll llta lft Coach !Factories at R;iebareli, &1:a111chraparr11 and 9!talakkac9 

Es as under. 
.... · 

'i'he coll\lss~rncti«.llD"ll w~~ ~or the IP&lase-B of miaH eomc&\l raet ory hais been coMpHeted and 
~he worn cf !J>2lDll1l~Brral!lJ 9 vl'lmoshing, a~sembly mi'ild ~esiln~ cf &.C-OB desi~n coac&les 01ms 
commenced «11aniftll'il9' 20i i-1! 2. 'rh~ conie~ll'UBc~icll'V woll"dt ainc'l ii»irocuram~ne ell Msicll'dll'ilell'lf ~llid 
pgan~ \?or 'has<t'-rn {$9!eBI manc.eVaic~e.;l!i~~ sllllclJll, ~~ue s!lioo>p WB'lle~E s~c[e~ £~1ill'il6nHs{Cirai°'Gc[1; 
b~ock, stc:m & offic~ll'5 cofte>rrolf) ns:im mlll"~m«1llf "ft&il.'i::@d!. 

Rail Coach Factory, &;;21nehrapara 

1 
:! T,~!!..·. ~~l'k$ .!'81aitft~_9_._tQ Jaime!! dev~-K~.?.me.!:~!_!~~M:{i:!!~ su[')~fty a.rr2!l'Dge~~$~ res:~ a~.d rr~~-~ 1 

· conreectlvity sre sn progress. 131dQ'lers hai"e ~~en __ ~~~~U~te<ra tkro~gCt_ ~~~ema~ionaR / 
- ··-· ------·-------- . - .. .. ___ - -- --- ------- - ----- ... __ ... ------- f 

·coiriri~~~!~~~-~--~-5~-~~(11)~·-J~~~l._!DfFU~. -~~~anu~~eioiro -~ff 1Rt@CJJ~~$~_.f~1r . ©l~~~nfn~~~~-~- «~~~P· _ eaai). 
/ do~~~~!.!,.~r_~ ~D'll~~~. ~!~l!l!IZi?~~J-~~· 
f . 

Rail Coac~ IFactoll']f, !Jl>aDa~ltziat 

The worn o'l $9~5VilSJ &UC" cf ~an Co~e~ !Fzctoay 21i f>C!!IDaCmzd BD'D ete1TzUat w~s bs®li'!l &llllc!u'1:e~ In 

rRanllway ~tllld!®<a~ ~~ii 2°13 'Ito ~e<3~ r?>~ruli~meiro~e61f :5i~t-»D"~w~~. 

Cost 

Dtancl\lrsipanra - t&l&0.1 G 

FlilB~etfl(ri!Jaf ~5@ 

(Rupees in cro~~s) . 

S~~n~ ( t!pto Marc::h'12) 

8.4S 

00f9 

(c) Ii (a) ~l.l'@!2Ji:~s~ @f ~llnes~ r:»rrQ>,fieclts fir> lbl~o~~ l!illlGll'il~~«I>rr~<d! ~n li'<a®MB1Elfi IID~sna> ifoll' ~Drn~ey 

CQmp!etC~tt. 

(dl} !Rai§Q eoeick V5.l~~@uy, Rtiiitl!»a-ir®li fis Slfi~ady ruru~~fional. The Rail ~~~~h g~e~ories ~~ 

8tanclhlraipra 21:1cdl t'.JltaD&?Jkk~«!i shtailD !!2ie i1Y1rr1Hel!icll'ilai llll~er ~hrea yeairs of aw:inir!D': @~ eoll'il~rteict for 

sett!ng of ~<!se l121e{coruas. 
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LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT ft;?pt'y,d1jc:. --77Jt 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES BRANCH. ~ 

Subject: 

MEMORANDUM No. b 1 
Request for dropping of Assurance given in reply to Starred Question No. 133 
dated 27 November, 2019 (Supplementary by Shi'i Dharambir Singh, MP,) 
regarding "Upgradation of Signalling System". 

On 27 November, 2019, Shri Dharambir Singh, M.P., addressed a Starred Question No. 
133 to the Minister of Railways. The text of the Question along with the reply of the Minister is 
as given in the Annexure. · 

2. During the discussion, Shri Dharambir Singh, M.P.1 raised the following Supplementary 
Question to the Minister of Railways:-

"Hon'ble Speaker, there is no doubt that the Railways did a commendable job in 
the last years and we are even satisfied with the reply of the Mjnister. But apart 
from all the work, earlier one train, Haryana Express train use to run from Delhi-
Rewari1 Hisar to Bithanda used to run. I want to ask when will it start again? 
Apart fr9m this when will the work of railway line start from Bhiwani?" 

3. In reply, the then Minister of Railways (Shri Suresh Channabasappa Angadi) stated as 
follows:-

"Whatever railway line the hon. Member wants to start in his place, 
after taking this information I will give it to you and to take the work 
forward, land availability and other facilities from the State 
Government are req.uired, after that we will start the work." 

4. The above reply was treated as an Assurance by the Committee and required to be 
implemented by the Ministry of Railways within three months from the date of the reply but the 
Assurance is yet to be implemented. 

5. In this regard/ the Ministry of Railways v1de O.M.No 2021/JV Cell/Assuran~e/HRIDC 
dated 11 August1 2021 has stated as under:-

. . ~ ... : 

"Feasibility study for Bhiwani-Loharu New Rail line (58.83 Km) has been done by 
Haryana Rail Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd. (HRIDC), a joint Venture .. 
Company of Government of Haryana (51 %) and Ministry of Railways (49%), in March 
2019. The feasibility report h.as been submitted to Government of Haryana. Cost of the 
project is ~519.69 Cr and the project is non remunerative as its Initial Rate of Return 
(IRR) is very low (1.01 %). Under these circumstances, Ministry of Railways is not in a 
position to take any further action." 

6. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Railways, has requested the Committee to drop the above Assurance. 

The Committee may consider. 

DATED: ~4frtf 2..,1\ 
NEW DELHI 

--



GOVERNMENT OF INDiA 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

LOK SABHA 
STARRED QUESTION N~a'li33 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 27., 1i.20i9 

{aj 't.o.•hethcr.[· ~ite Go't•SL'L'UneE'llt ['tiS:S ~~r""e~ cs:ttl"· s'i!~p.s ·~ai J.Lpg:rc.'.lclc:. \;ru. 
s'~mdliL"tQJ syg-t:em 't:o cape up with the pressm·a. oil fa·~fuc <lL'L ~eEhEMl:\:swt."c:rj 

raHvt!'a~r Ltne :a'1ci: ~o l."U:t'L more ~C"attts Gtt \:hfi£ sscf!:llo.CT aLid.i ff so~ \;he tlefa1H$ 
~:L'l'e~·e:of; 

. (~} v~l:'tG\:b:cr:!!' si~~rr,ra.(lcs~e l1~s faeeu1 recehreO: \:a O:EvEd<; th~ fe,\~\.:[1~' !':.~q;:.c~: 

frcrm Kh~mr:1:.n· ~o Rew~cl int:c tY'-"O ll~tr.:s 'to~· sr2ili't:ailf E~ts [~tn·pa·sess 

~<.:t :i/ !:C~ \.he cfe.\:a~t$ {:[>ef."eO''l' ~ .. 1!~1 ·a:;t~ ~fl'lt\~ liy ~_.-t-=~ec[: :·~: [~· m:z[~; r:~ ~K-! 
.,._,... •

1 
~ ,.. .. , ~·~t\":l ... ~n 

.:..-... •LL• • .;1.-\o. ~ 

io.~ '-~r:::~Le1· \::[te tii.:·ort~ <.::: k~c1re<S7.cG. ·~i~G f~sfise·/2 ~v !E~·~e»E<2"-"'~~ L·~CE:t~ t:.IG:Y.l'o1:::-1.~. 

rs [~e::-1..:i!ECT~ 'Jo:r u'LL~t·s ·~LL~~ ~l't~ ye~r 0:£: 'l:el''ilO:er '-:~~s Cctli:cGHso C-:ce ·~i:x 

~e.~c&·~l.' c·1 vr..:!."'bd:s~ a_[1~ 

(s} ~'/ so9 ~he= de\:ae[£ 'i:[1e6·eof a:Kon~ v"&i\:hi {:[t~ ~iMe Hrni\: f'a.L· carttt::te~\::ktrt .. c·.: 
\:Lre ~e.icf VJork? 

**'''** 



--
.STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS. (a) TO (e) OF STARRE~ 
QUESTION N0.133 BY SHRI DHARAMBIR SINGH· TO BE ANSWIER15D QN 
8.0K SABHA ON 27.11.2019 REGARDING UPGRADATBON OF SIGNALILBNG 
SYSTEM · 

(a) Yes, Sir. Signalling improvemenU: works completed andl/sa11rnct8oll'lledl 

gorr Delhi-Rewari Section to enhance line capacfifcy · on DeUnB-~ewarrfi 

Sec'G:ion incDude: 

(i) S~ate of fche art IEBectrronic ftnterlocking (!ED) ins1taRled att 10 

sttations and Route Relay Interlocking (RIRO) at one s~a~ioll"il. 

(ii) · IReplacemen~ of signalling gears by IElec~ronic Dnterlock~n91 

(IED) sanctioned at two ·S~ations. 

(iii) Trrain Management System (TMS) ai DeRhi Sarai Rohma, l!'JateB 

f\llagar & Delhi Canu. Stations as part cf II)e8hi area sanctnoll'1le\tll 

to efvicaent mall'1!age !train operat!:fons. 

(lb>) and (c) Y es, Serr. 'iilhle wcrlli: elf 'l?lirovnsicrrn c~ 01!'1ltberme«llnatce BGcc~ 

Sflgl!llaimirng (llBS) cirn ll{li'llam~Mr-!Rewauro secfi:ncli1l' lhlais ~ee!?'ll sarrncftnoC'1ladl ali"lldl Es 

\caIT9Je~e~ \l:o ~e ccmlPJtietedl lbly 28.02.2020. 

(dl) a!nitdi (e) "IJ"frne woir~ f!c filillcrrease fihe lhlenght o~ lmlhlo]awas hal~ p~aitqorrm 

was sarnictiolliled un fthe 1fhiall'1lcial y~a.rr 2~i 7 ~118 Mn~ec- t[-:ne ~Mmpsc.am wo~r~ 

{lJm~~eB8a tl\fOI!"~) ct' u[?>l!"ovos.ion cg ~oo~ over lllridges aind/oli' Mglhl Deve~ 

~Ratt?orms at .sta~nons as peir reqtuiin-emen~~~D 'lilhle ~ell'll~eir was dlnscll'Dai;ge~ 

as ava&Oaib6e 1fr.nn1Htfs werre ffuftfiy tiedl Ml)) wi~h recgt\dremenis of st:atio1rns wfi~lh 

Mgherr Bevel cf ~rra~~fica 

***** 

2J1 
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(Q.133) . 

~ ~ ; ~!If ;;ft, ~GT WT ;ffit t f<p ~ ~ fM'r qq'f "if "g<I ~ fllT'! 

fcf>m6 31~~~~~~611 ~'41-~ I~ mxT 'PR~~ '!ft tf6R~ 
.. . . 

5~lll011 ~CRi~xi ~~-~. f%X1R~~~ ~I tf~~~fcn~~ 

$TRT q;GJ" ~<> M°? ~ 3fc1m ~ ~ ~ ~ Cl?T ~ 'P6f ~ 6l<rr ? 

SHR! SURESH C. pj\GADr: Sir, the hon. Member has stated that the 

Railways is doing a good job. I thank him for his apprnciation. Whatever 

. . .. ·. 

·. 
!.~ · ~ • 

railway line the hon. Member wants to start in his place, ~ YlHCBl{l ~ i:)' / 

3!T'!1!il' ~<;:TT~ lffl'1 311'1" ~ ~ ~ lan.d ava'ilability and othe.r faciliiies from ;~·:· . 
the State Government are required, qg6fi~~Cf>Ff 'lft ~ ~ 1 . 

j 



LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES BRANCH 

MEMORANDUM No. cq 

Subject: Request for dropping of Assurance given in reply to Unstarred 
Question No. 2170 dated 08.03.2021 regarding "Innovation in 
Currency Format". 

On 08 March, 2021, Smt. Mala Rajya Laxmi Shah, M.P., addressed an 
Unstarred Question No. 2170 to the Minister of Finance. The text of the 
Question alongwith the reply of the Minister is as given in the Annexure. 

2. The reply to the Question was treated as an Assurance by the 
Committee and required to be implemented by the Ministry of Finance 
(Department of Economic Affairs) within three months from the date of reply 
but the Assurance is yet to be implemented. 

3. In this regard, the Ministry of Finance (Department of Economic Affairs) 
vide O.M. F. No. 2/17 /2021-Cy dated 27 September, 2021 has stated as 
under: -

"The question was replied on 08.03.2021. Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs (MoPA) vide their O.M. dated 06.08.2021 has communicated 
about the Assurance. In this regard it is stated the response that 
Government would take a decision on the recommendation of the IMC 
and the legislative proposal if any, would be introduced in the 
Parliament following due process, was not intended .to be an Assurance. 
In this respect due process on the decision for introducing legislative 
proposal includes actions beyond the scope of this Ministry. Therefore 
the Assurance may kindly be treated as inadvertent and dropped." 

4. In view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Finance, has requested the Committee to drop the 
Assurance. 

The Committee may consider. 

Dated:- 14 f \t f 2-e-2 i 
New Delhi 

' . -
: .. · 
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t2170. 

GOVERl\IMENT OF lNDIA 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION N0.2170 

.ANSWERED ON 8.3.2U21 

Innovation in Currency Format 

SHRIMATI MALA RAJYA LAXMI SHAH: 
SHRI KUNWAR PUSHPENDRA SINGH CHANDEL: 

Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government proposes to formulate any scheme for innovation in the 
prevailing currency form; 
(b) if so, the details thereof; 
(c) whether the Government proposes to introduce any new policy for bitcoin and if so, 
the details thereof; 
(d) the steps being taken by the Government to promote all other types of innovative 
currency transactions including digital transactions; and 
(e) the details of digital transactions during the last two years? 

ANSWER 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
(SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR) 

(a) to (c): It was announced in the Budget Speech for 2018-19 that "The· Government 
does not consider crypto-currencies legal tender or coin and will take all measures to 
eliminate use of these crypto-assets in financing illegitimate activities or as part of the 
payment system. The Government will explore use of block chain technology proactively 
for ushering in digital economy." A high level Inter-Ministerial (IMC) constituted under the 
Chairmanship of Secretary (Economics Affairs) to study the issues related to virtual 
currencies (VCs) and propose specific actions to be taken in this matter recommended in 
its report that all private crypto currencies, except any cryptocurrency issued by the State, 
be prohibited in India. The Government would take a decision on the recommendation of r 
the IMC and the legisi;tive proposal, if any, would be introduced in the Parliament \ 
following the due process. 



.--

(C:: 111 ci rcle r in f!Xp a 1 ~ci riir.:· digit~! tr.ws<iction netwcirk, - throu.gh Fin?nce (Ne. ;?) Art, 
. 2019. e: in t:nd111enl ir: sections 13A, 35AD, 40A, 43, 43CA, SOC! 56, 80JJAA, 26955, :?&SST 

and L6~T of tlie Income-tax Act, 1961 was carried out to p·r:ovide tor carrying out 
tra nsaction~ through other prescribed electronic modes apart from account payee 
·cheque or ·account payee bank draft. Accordingly, vide not ification no. 8/2020 dated 29:r. 
January, 2020, Ruie 6ABBA has been inserted in ·the Income-tax Rules, 1962 to prescribe . . . . 
other electronic modes which include credit cards, debit cards, net banking, UPI, RTGS, 
NEFT, IMPS rind BHIM Aadhar pay. 

In order to ensure a transition towards cash less economy, to promote online 
transactions, including card transactions and to check and control frauds, Reserve Bank of 
India has taken various steps. 

(e): As per the information furnished by Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology 
(MeitY), digita l payment transactions have registered tremendous growth in India over 
the past few years. Digital Payment volumes have grown from 3,134 crore in FY 2018-19 
to 4,572 crore in FY 2019-20. 

******* 
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LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
COMMITTEE ON G()VERNMENT ASSURANCES BRANCl I 

MEMORANDUM No. t \ 

Subject: Request for dropping of Assurance given in reply to Unstarred 
Question No. 2222 dated 08.03.2021 regarding ''Ban on Bitcoin 
Trading". 

On 08 March, 2021, Smt. Sumalatha Ambareesh, M.P., addressed an 
Unstarred Question No. 2222 to the Minister of Finance, The text of the 
Question alongwith the reply of the Minister is as given in the Anne~ure. 

2. The reply to the Question was treated as an Assurance bv the 
Committee and required to be implemented by the Ministry of Finance 
(Department of Economic Affairs) within three months from the date of· reply 
but the~ Assurance is yet to be implemented. 

3. In this regard, the Ministry of Finance (Department-of Economic Affairs) 
vide F. No. 2/18/2021-Cy dated 06 October, 2021 has stated as under:-

"The question was replied on 08.03.2021. Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs (MoPA) vide their O.M. dated 06.08.2021 has communicated 
about the Assurance. In this regard it is stated 'the response that 
Government would take a decision on the recommendation of IMC an::1 
the legislative proposal if any, would be introduced in the Parliament 
following due process, was not intended to be an Assurance. I~1 l his 
respect due process on the decision for introducing legislative proposal 
includes actions beyond the scope of this Ministry. Therefore the 
1-\ssurance may kindly be treated as inadvertent and dropped'." 

4. ln view of the above, the Ministry, with the approval of the Minis'Cer ~)f 
State in the Ministry of Finance, has requested the Committee to drop the 
Assurance. 

The Committee may consider. 

Dated:- ?~rn\2-~21 
New Delhi 

-. .,,,,. . -



GOVLR\:1\•1EN I 01· l~DIA 
1\11'\IS'J RY C>I· Fl'.\.\ \.'Cl 

l.l>K ~,\11H,\ 
l "!\ TR.\RRL]) Ql ll :STI< );\ ~< >. 2222 

A1\~WLRI-:I) 0:-\ 08.ll3.2ll2 I 

BAI\< 1~ BITCOlt\ l l<ADl:\CI 

1 ,..,.., Sl IRl~·lA Tl SlJ\L\LAI HA ,\f\113,\REJ-.~l I 

Will thl..' Mini~ter or Finantc b1.• pleas;::d to state:-

(a) "heth1.'r it is a fcK'I that a ban \HlS im1wsl!<l on bitcoin 1rading in the country anJ if sn. the 
tlctai I~ thcrl:nF: 

(b) whether otht;r cryptocurrcncic!- arc !'! i II under th<:· ban and if so. the detui Is thereof: 

( c) "'hcth~r it is lrue that ~lcspitc the ban. ii legal trading or cryptocurrcncy is stil I going on in 
the COlllltl'): 

(d) j r SO, \\'hethcr th~ 00\'Crnment proposes lO issu~ stri..:t guidelines in this regard keeping 
in vie\.\' the risk involved therein; and 

(e) if so. the details lht:reofand. if not. the re:isons therefor? 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THC MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
(SHRl /\~l;RAG SINGll THAKGR) 

(a) to (c): In view of the ri~ks associated with Virtual Currencies (VCs), including Bitcoin~. 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), vi de circubr dated Apri I 6. 2018. had advised all the entities 
regulated by i1 not lo d~al in \/Cs or pro,·ide services for 1acilitaling any person or entity in 
dealing with or settling VCs. 

However, the Hon'ble Supreme Court, vide judgement dated March 4. 2020 in WP (C) 
No. 528 of 2018 and WP (C) No. 373 of 2018, had ~ct asiJ\! the above circular dat~d .i\pri l 6. 
2018. 

(d) and (c): It was announced in Budget Speech for 2018-19 that "The Gov~mmcnt docs not 
consider cryptu-currcncies leg:il tend1.'r or coin ::ind \\ill 1.akL· all measures to eliminate use of 
these crypto-nssets in financing illegitimate activities or as part of the payment system. The 
Government \\'ill explore use of block chain technology proactively for ushering in digital 
economy." A High Level lnter-Minist~rial Committee (IMC) Constituted under the 
Chainnanshir <1f Secretary (Economic Affairs) to study the issues related to VCs and propose 
specific actions to be taken in this matter rl.!commendcd in its report that all privat~ 



en J~l\it.:urr~·rh: ic~. L'.\t.:c:pt a11~ . crypll>CUn\:nck~ i~~ucd b) th~ \t:.ilc. h~ pnihihit.:d in India. ·1 he 
G;i, \.Tnmt.:11 l \\ CHdd lak~ a decision on !he rccommcnJations of th~ I !'v1C and the ic!dslati\'e 
pryplt:-:11, 1 ( :11 ~ ·'. "t !ll iu iii: ir 1u:l1J ~i.:1.·J )1.1.,1i 11.: P.ar: ia1J.tl!l 1i .i~.'i iu\\; 11;;: Ju.; 1 ·r~ ·~cS:>. 

****** 
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MINUTES 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES 
(2021-2022) 

(SEVENTEENTH LOK SABHA) 
FOURTH SlffiNG 

(02.12.2021) 

Appendix-X 

The Committee sat from 1500 hours to 1530 hours in Committee Room No. 139, Parliament 
House Annexe, New Delhi. 

PRESENT 

Shri Rajendra Agrawal - Chairperson 

Members 

2. Shri Nihal Chand Chauhan 
3. Shri Ramesh Chander Kaushik 
4. Shri Ashok Mahadeorao Nete 
5. Shri Chandra Sekhar Sahu 

1. 
2. 

Shri Pawan Kumar 
Shri S.L. Singh 

Secretariat 

Joint Secretary 
Deputy Secretary 

At the outset, the Chairperson welcomed the Members to the sitting of the 
Committee and apprised them that the sitting has been convened to (i) consider and 
adopt 2 draft Reports' and (ii) to consider 10 Memoranda containing requests received 
from various Ministri~/Departments for dropping of 10 pending Assurances. 

2. xxxx:x 
3. xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

4. Thereafter, the Committee took up the said 10 Memoranda (Memorandum Nos. 
02 to 11) containing 10 Assurances for consideration for dropping or otherwise of the 
relevant Assurances. After considering a few Memoranda, the Committee authorised 
the Hon'ble Chairperson to decide the Memoranda. The Chairperson subsequently 
decided to drop 08 Assurances as per details given in Annexure-I and to pursue the 
remaining 02 Assurances as per details given in Annexure-II* for implementation by 
the Ministries/Departments concerned. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

* Not related to this Report. 
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Annexure-1 

Statement showing Assurances dropped by the Committee on Government Assurances 
{2021-2022) at their sitting held on 02.12.2021. 

SI. Memo Questi.on/Discussion Ministry Department Brief Subject 
No. No. References 

1 2 SQ No. 298 Coal - Hospitals and 
dated 14.12.2011 Dispensaries in 

CIL 

2 3 USQ No. 2248 Finance Department of E-Way Bill for 
dated 08.03.2021 Revenue Intra-State Gold 

Transportation 

3* 4 USQ No. 2396 Communications Department of National 
dated 28.03.2012 Telecommunica- Broadband Plan 

tions 

4* 5 USQ No. 402 Agriculture and Department of Licensing and 
dated 19.07.2016 Farmers Welfare Agriculture and Formats for GM 

Farmers Technology 
Welfare Agreement 

Guidelines 

5 6 USQ No. 5681 Railways - Rail Coach 
dated 10.05.2012 Factory 

6 7 SQ No. 133 Railways - Upgradation of 
dated 27.11.2019 Signalling System 
(Supplementary by 
Shri Dharambir 
Singh, M.P.) 

7 9 USQ No. 2170 Finance Department of Innov<:ition in 
dated 08.03.2021 Economic Currency Format 

Affairs 

8 11 USQ No. 2222 Finance Department of Ban on Bitcoin 
dated 08.03.2021 Economic Trading 

Affairs 

* Implementation Report of the Assurances has since been laid on the Table of the House on 
01/12/2021. 
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MINUTES 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES 

(2021-2022) 
(SEVENTEENTH LOK SABHA) 

SEVENTH SITTING 
(08.03.2022) 

The Committee sat from 1500 hours to 1600 hours in Committee Room No. 3, 
Extension to Parliament House Annexe, New Delhi. 

PRESENT 

Shri Rajendra Agrawal - Chairperson 

Members 

2. Shri Ramesh Chander Kaushik 

3. Shri Kaushalendra Kumar 
4. Shri M.K. Raghavan 

5. Shri Chandra Sekhar Sahu 

Secretariat 

1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

Shri J. M. Baisakh 

Shri T.S. Rangarajan 

Shri S.L. Singh 

Smt. Vineeta Sachdeva 

xxxxx 
)()()()()( 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

Joint Secretary 

Director 

Deputy Secretary 

Under Secretary 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

At the outset, the Chairperson welcomed the Members to the sitting of the 

Committee and apprised them regarding the day's agenda. Thereafter, the 

Committee considered and adopted the following three (03) draft Reports 

without any amendments:-
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(i). Draft Report (17th Lok Sabha) regarding "Review of Pending 

Assurances pertaining to the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

(Department of Fertilizers) "; 

(ii). Draft Report (17th Lok Sabha) regarding "Requests for Dropping of 

Assurances (Acceded to)"; and 

(iii). Draft Report (17th Lok Sabha) regarding "Requests for Dropping of 

Assurances (Not Acceded to)". 

2. The Committee also authorized the Chairperson to present the 

Reports during the ongoing Session. 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

The Committee then adjourned. 
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