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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Reported preparations by Election Commission
for mid-term Parliamentary Elections
(wgaat) : &
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THE MINISTER OF LAW AND
SOCIAL WELFARE AND RAILWAYS
(SHRI GOVINDA MENON) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, Under Article 324 of the Constitution,
the Election Commission is vested with the
supcrintendence, direction and control of,
inter alia, the preparation of electoral rolls.
It is, thercfore, the constitutional obligation
of the Election Commission to keep the
eiectoral rolls ready at any point of time.
Section 21 (2) (b) of the R. P. Act, 1950
provides for the revision of clectoral rolls
in any year, if so directed by the Election
Commission.

With a vicw to meet the criticism of the
electoral process being tardy and time con-
suming, a meeting of the Chief Electoral
Ofticers of all the States and Union terri-
tories was held on the 5th November, 1969,
and a decision was taken to revise the
electoral rolls throughout the country within
a period of two months and a programme
was chalked out and finalised. The work
of revision is now going on in full swing in
all the States and Union territories. In
chalking out its programme the Election
Commission has not done unything more
than what was thought necessary in the
discharge of its constitutional and lcgal
obligations and functions. The allegation
that there have been frequent promounce-
ments and hasty preparation for mid-term
parliamentary elections is not well-founded.
If the Election Commission takes a long
time in the revislon of electoral rolls, as has
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been the practice hitherto, it is accused and
criticized of tardy electoral process and
undue delay. The Election Commission,
thercfore, is trying to make a new exper:-
ment for expeditious revision of the rolls.
The Chief Election Commissioner has
emphasised that the revision is not going to -
be a hasty one. Adequate steps are being
taken to put efficient staff on the work
throughout the country,

Shortly after the conclusion of the Chiefl
Electoral Ofticers’ Conference on the 5th
November, 1969, a press note was issued by
the Election Commission in which it was
specifically mentioned that “the question of
quick revision of electoral rolls and keeping
the election machinery in good gear should
not be related to any event or a sitvation.”
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SHRI B, P, MANDAL rose—

MR. SPEAKER : This is a caliing atten-
tion motion in the names of two hon.

members, The hon. member® is not one of
them.

SHRI B. P. MANDAL (Madhapur) : 1
rise to a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER : No.

I may add that 4« number of members
have enquired from me also about this. If
this is a normal routine whereby every year
the wvoters’ lists are revised, it is one thing.
But cvery time a statement comes that the
Election Commissioner is ready to hold
electlons within one month and so on ; again
in the next week another statement comes
that preparations to hold elections are com-
plete.  Will the hon. Minister make it clear
whether this is just a routine revision of the
rolls or it is proposed to hold elections
earlier so that we shall also get ready for it ?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar) :
One thing more. Let them dissolve Parlia-
ment and also dissolve the Government and

let them go to the ewcctorate ; let us all go
to the electorate to decide.

MR. SPEAKER : I have asked him to
clarify whether this is a normal routine
revision as has been done im previous years
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or somc instructions have gone out so that
members may get ready for the coming
events. It might concern him also.

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : [ want to
state categorically that no instruction has
been given in this respect and such revision
as is going on...

MR. SPEAKER : But it is extraordinary
this time.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA (Delhi
Sadar) : This is not a routine revision.

SHRI RABI RAY (Puri) : This is not a
routine revision.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rpse—

MR. SPEAKER - As 1 said, this is a call
attention in the names of two members,
Only thev will ask guestions,
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MR. SPEAKER : There are two Jhas.
1 was calling the other hon. member, Shri
Bhogendra Jha.

SHRI KANWARLAL GUPTA : Why
have bye-elections been postponed ?

SHR1 S S, KOTHARI (Mandsaur) ¢
There is no justification for postponing bye-
elections.

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE (Mongyr) : On
a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER : The question of post-
ponement of bve-elections does not arise out
of this.
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I have told him what the Members have
told me when they wanted to know about it
from me. [ am also unaware ... as any one
of them.

st wy faad : weqy wgiza, w9 &
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SHRI GOVINDA MENON: In the
right of the statements repeatedly made I
want to state categorically that no instruc-
tions have been given in this matter to the

Chief Election Commissioner and there is no
contemplation of mid-term election,

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Then
what is the need for the Election Commission
to say that they can hold a mud-term elec-
tion at shorl notice.

it Ay faed . @arq s g AT
EEICELIN S

weaw AFEa A faaasg o

o) vy fand . geasn Agigy A 0F
cgiTE AYE MIET IFAT |AMgAr 3o s
fma <57 W1 7 9@ ? f& cawE
T1e8

St WFr W (JFATT) ¢ weaw
REZT, W7 7 g AT qEH w WdW
fear 2 Y7 & gre & w2 AT FA=
qgr - faramgm g @1 fex s A
¥ @19 # oF ArAdg Gy U W9 ¥
2w 8 93gFAT w7 i A% Ifew
grar ?

MR. SPEAKER : He ison a point of
order.
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MR. SPEAKER : The usual piactice is
that when a Member is on a point of order
the Member's speech is interrupted, so that
the chair can listen to the point of order,
In this case Mr. Jha thioks that Mr. Madhy
Limaye got up to interrupt him, 1 do not
think so. Let him first put his question.
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur) :
When Mr, Mandal raised a point of order,
you did not allow him.

MR. SPEAKER : He wanted 1o ask a
Yuotion., Let Mr. Limaye wait for a
second. Let Mr. Jha complete what he
wants to say ; it is my request to them, It
makes no difference. Let him complete h.s
question.

&t 7y fand : geaw AP, & w18
gare 7§ g8 wr § ¥ &) waw =0 faz
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MR. SPEAKER : The position is clear,
He has accepted my request. Let him say
what he wants to say.

SHRI D. N. TIWARI (Gopalganj) : 1
am sofry 1o interrupt you. But at the outset
Mr. Mandal raised a point of order ; you did
pot allow him to do so.

MR. SPEAKER : He wanted to ask a
question, not raise a point of order.

oY vy fawd : & F3w o foaesn
WESHF O § AL WE AW
g5t et g ArfgT 2 fF ga% @7 |
817 9T 9T gEu gE gy A7 T { qgd
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Wi A @ & o e W gus @ §
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MR. SPEAKER : I request Mr. Limaye
to wait.

dt aw famd : geag  92ag,
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MR. SPEAKER : He was on his legs
when 1 got up ; then he sat down. In the
meanwhile Shri Limaye got up to raise a
point of order., He thinks that Mr. Limays
is interrupting him. 1 may assure him that
Mr. Limaye is not interrupting him.  Any-
way let him finish ; his is the second name
in the calling attention motion. After hat
I shall allow Mr. Limaye lo state his point
of order.
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MR. SPEAKER : Shri Madhu Limaye
wanted to raise a point of order.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur):
Sir, the Minister will forget the yuestion.

oy fwy: & @ @ ey
sigm g fe s forwm W3 A sA
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qer g1 &4 A2YEg A IAT AgA A8
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SHRI GOVINDA MENON : Sir, as
you know, the Chief Election Commissioner
is an independent authoritv. [ want to
state once again that no instruction either
written or verbal.

AN HON. MEMBER : Or private.

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : Verbal
may be private also. No instruction has
been given cither written or verbal to the
Chief Election Commissioner with respect to
this matter. The conference held on the
5th MNovember was held at the instance of
the Chief Election Commissioner. In fact,
I came to know about that conference only
after 1 received the papers for drafting this
answer lo the Calling Atiention motion.
This matter of revision of the clectoral rolls
is being done in the routine fashion...
(Iuterruption; the preparation of the electo-
ral rolls being a duty cast upon the Chief
Election Commissioner by the constitution,
he is only discharging his duties,

As stated in the written answer which 1
read out, previously there has been delay in
the matter of revision of the electoral rolls
and that has come up for criticism often ;
on account of the clectoral rolls not being
ready, the eclections had to be postponed
particularly in States where the President’s
rule was imposed. 1 want to say once again
that this matter is dealt with by the Chjef
Election Commissioner under the Constitu-
tional and legal authority vested in him.

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK
Delhi) ;: On & point of oeder.

(South
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SHRI1 5. M. BANERIJEE : Sir, he has
not replied to it,

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : He has
misled the House.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA
(Chittoor) : Sir, a point of order.

NAIDU :

MR. SPEAKER :
order !

All are points of

SHRI B. P. MANDAL : Sir,
my point of order.

there is

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Are
you satisfied with his answer, Sir ? We are
not satisfied.

SHRI B. B. MANDAL : Before 1 place
my point of order, I crave your indulgence
to hear me patiently and allow me to make
out my point.

MR. SPEAKER : 1 just want to hear
your point of order in two seconds. No
more speech.

SHRI B. P. MANDAL . Intwo seconds
it is not possible. The point is, in every
parliamentary democracy, in every House, the
seating arrangement is like this, There is
one seat for the Minister. (/nrerruption)

MR. SPEAKER : There is no point of
order.

SHR1 B. P. MANDAL : Sir, as a
protest 1 am walking out. 1 know no less
than you do about the functioning of
parliamentary ~ democracy. The  only
difference is that you were in Punjab and I
was in Bibar,

(Shri B. P. Mandal then left the House)

MR, SPEAKER : 1 am very sory this
has happened. He is & former Chief
Minister of a State. [ am very sorry he
hae behaved like this. The subject matter
which he raised is entirely different from the
one which the House was considering. If
he had raised it at the proper time, I would
have consideied it. Now, what is the point
of order of Shii Madhok ?

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : My peint
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of order is this. The hon. Minister is
cither not well-informed or he is deliberately
misleading the House. The  Election
Commission has issued orders, in a letter
dated 15th No ber, which reached our
office on the 18th November, in which it has
been stated that the revision of the elecioral
rlls in Delhi will be completed by the 30th
November. For that purpose a large staff
has been recruited. The letter clearly says
that the revision of electoral rolls has to be
completed by 30th Nuvember. In the
light of that, how can he say that no
instructions have been issued like thal.

SHRI UMANATH (Pudukkottai) : My
point of order is that a crucial question
which has been asked earlier has not been
answered about the Election Commission
being prepared to conduct a general election
within 35 days. Secondly, there is the an-
nouncement of the postponement of the bye-
elections fo. a particular period. These
announcements of the Commission, as you
have vourself nightly observed. give some
impression. I want to know whether an
enquiry was made by the Government why
thesc two decisions were taken. 1f he has
got any information, he may give it.

) GITWE g ogh AT A
wgar 2 f& fogd gz fedi & oo
A GA & A W 7@ WA FIHE TG
gaguog wamm z g Efa +1f fas-
= 9779 oRamwT g A 2 WY SEr
T #EEy A 71 47 A YH-WI P,
ag A% AN g ) fak o gAI@ N &
9g¥ &F A 8 A A qT  OHIE
Ao a8 AT 3, 8T WA A1 az% I |
ug Jarw 3% A 0 ar & w9 ¥W 9%
ferwwa  wned a1 for o #gew @
wfed fr ag % 93w § qg $71 IA®
aura @ gmdY a|esY A8 gt

SHR1 CHENGALRAYA NAIDU : Sir,
1 would request you to allow a half an hour
discussion on this bupgling by this Minister
over this issue,

ol vy fond : s Agige, WA
w9%Y @imr g oy & ang
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MR. SPEAKER : 1 stick 1o my decision
that only those who have given notice of
their namnes can ask question on a Calling
Attention Notice. [ut if hon. Members are
raising points of orders 1 cannot help it. But
the points of orders should relate to proce-
dural irregularitics and not for eliciting infor-
mation,

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWI-
VEDY i(Kendrapara): The reply of the
Minister is inadequate. So, would you permit
a short duration discussion on this 1ssue ?
I am sure you will appreciate that the
urgency is there.

MR. SPEAKER : All of vou are awarc
of the procedure for having a hall-an-hour
discussion

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY :

That 1s only in respect of questions.  Here
it is a Calling Attention Notice.
SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: It

will come under rule 193,

I will discuss it with
the Minister and see [ he is prepared to
have a discussion ... (interruptions:. During
the last few days at least half of iny visitors
are asking yuestion  whether I know
something about 1. [ hope the Minister
will take note of the feelings of the House,

MR. SPEAKER :
this

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY :
You should allow a discussion.  What is the
harm ?

Wt gEe gaeay west (A7) ¢
19t 5 gz9 29 feawaa agd @ w1f
fafesed zai a7 axdr Tifz

GJ'EF‘;:-?#J"{,';JL r I.j-;/J J’:’ffw;]
[ Geirsirr s

MR. SPEAKER : If you give notice,
1 will certainly consider it and try to accom-
modate you,

3 wigrT Fi var (W) AT
FAlg ¢ &1 azarg frar g ag gz
w frzg 3

5
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SHRI NAMBIAR (Tiruchirappalli) ;
Sir, before you proceed to the next item I
have a submission to make regarding a seri-
ous matter on which I have met vou in your
chamber. 1 have also written a detailed
letter to you. 1 am referring to the seating
arrangemcnts in the House. My point is
that a spilt away part of the Congress is
given the status of the main opposition party
in the House, which is contrary to the rulings
given by Shri Mavalankar and the practice
so far followed.

MR. SPEAKER : I have received his
letter.
SHRI NAMBIAR : [If they have left

another party and formed a group they may
be given a seat as a group, but not the main
opposition and thereby shunting about the
other opposition groups for which they have
no right.. (interruptions). It cannot and
should not be done. [ have with me a
rulling of the Speakef,,.(j";eprypﬁan;)

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra) : Let us
meet according to the Soviet or Chinese
practice.

SHRI SRINIBAS MISRA
Sir, I want to raise a point of order,
you are on your legs.

(Cuttack) :
But

MR. SPEAKER : Does it mean that
when others are standing T have to sit down
to enable them to raise points? When [ am
on my legs others will have tu resume their
scats.

Shri Nambiar has written to me about
the seating arrangements provided to the
new party, [ may inform him that I am
considering this radical phenomenon that
when an organism is cut into two whether
both of them are alive or both of them are
dead. If you say one is alive, [ have to
consider which one.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIYEDY :
The difficulty is that both of them arc alive
and we are sandwiched between them.

SHRI M. SREEKANTAN NAIR
(Quilon) :  Sir, only one party can have one
symbol. How can you allow both parties
the same name and the same symbol 7 If
you allow that, it is very unfair,
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DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : 1 have
been listening to this arpument since  yester-
dav,  We helong 1o the parent organisation.
the Indian  National Congress.  So. we ure
the real Congress Party in Parliameat and
we alone should be allowed to have this
name.../interruptions; We have inherited
this party and, conscquently, the name also,
Iwant to tell my friends that no party is
going o be given a name at the insiance of
another party - finrerruptions We have the
right 1o have that name.  As I said earlicr,
we  belong to the parent  organisation...
{interruptions)

These fellows who are objecting 1o it...
tin erruption)

*

SOME HON. MEMBERS :

withdraw this.

He must

SHRI UMANATH : It is idiotic of
him to say like that... tinterruprion). 1f he
savs, “these lellows”, | say, he s an idiot...
fintetrnption)

SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE ({Calcutia
North  East) :  He is a barbarian......
{interruption).

Does he think that
him ?

others are also like

SHR1 5. M. BANFRIEE : Sir,
on a point of order.

1 rise

MR. SPEAKER : Please do not provoke
him.

SHRI NAMBEIAR :
here.
tion.

There is a ruling
Therz is no question of any provoca-

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFaIRS, AND SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH)
Fose —

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY :
Have you allowed a discussion on this
matter 7 What is going on ?

MR. SPEAKER : No, | have not allowed

SHRI RAGHU RAM: IAH : In view
of the statement made .. (fnrerruprion)

MR. SPEAKER :
the Table.
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SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: He has
made a statement and T must say something
in defence ; it must be placed on record......
linterruption), He says that they are the
real Congress. We are the real Congiess...
‘interruption)

12.37 hrs.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

Annual Report and Review of working
of Indian Rare Eurths Limited
Bombay

THE DEPUTY MINISTER (SHRIMATI
NANDINI SATAPATHY) Sir, on
behall’ of Shrimati Indica Gandhi. 1 beg
tw lay on the Table a copy each ol the
following papers under sub-section (1) of
section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956 :-

(1 Rewiew by the Government on the
working of the Indian Rare Earths
Limited, Bombay, for the year
1968-69.

(2)  Annual Report of the Indian Rare
Earths Limited, Bombay, for the
year 1968-69, along with the Audit-
ed Accounts and the comments of
the Comptroller and Auditor Gene-
ral thereon,

[Placed in Library. See MNo. LT—1981/

69. |

Papers under Tariff Commission
Act, 1951

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, INTERNAL TRADE AND
COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI RAGHU-
NATHA RADDY) : Sir, on behalf of Shri
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, 1 beg to lay on the
Table a copy each of the following papers
under sub-section (2) of section 16 of the
Tariff Commission Act, 1951 :

(1) (i) Report (1968) of the Tariff
Commission on the fixation
of fair selling prices of Auto-
mobilies.

(ii) Government Resolution No.
1(58)/68-A. E. Ind. (1) dated
the 4th Ovtober, 1969 on the



