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such” information as mentioned in the
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Assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Luther King

"THE PRIME MINISTER AND
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI-
MATI INDIRA GANDHI): Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, I am sure the House will
join me in expressing our sense of
deep shock and sorrow at the assa-
ssination gof the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luthar King.

Poignant memories of Gandhiji's
martyrdomm come to mind. Once
again, the fanatical and blind hands
of an assassin have put an end to the
life of an apostle of peace. The Rev.
Martin Luthar King drew his ins-
piration from Gandhiji. He follow-
ed him in life and has now followed
him in death, sacrificing himself for
a great cause,

In the United States itself, more
than once a great man has thus fallen
victip to a similar frenzy of violence
and hatred, the evil forces which lurk

mind and his search for higher trush.
We are reminded of Abraham Lincoin
and more recently of President
Kennedy. .

We feel not only anger but infinite
sorrow that the bestiality of som=
should smother the common goad.

The Rev, Martin Luther King was
a great American—one of Mankind's
fingst product. We had feelings .of
specia] frinedship and admiration fut
him. Like us, he fought against the
degradation of man because of rac:
He was also a votary of nun-vinlan; :
which lies at the heart of the Indiau
tradition and was revived by Llb:
Father of the Nation as an instru-
ment to bring about social and po.‘-
tira] change.

Violance, and racial or other for.-
es of fanatical hatred are unworthy
of the human race. Dr. Martin
Luther King's tragic and untime:y
death is a grim reminder that thes=
dark forces still exist and threate:
the values which make life worta
living, and evepn human survival.

Sir, those of us who had the plea-
sure of knowing him and of hearing
his words, which were so eloquedt
with hope for man, will share 2
sense of deep personal loss. Qur
hearts go out to Mrs. King, to the
people of the Uniteq States and ‘to
men of good wil] everywhere who will
raiss this great evangelist of the
equality of man. '

Sir, we pay respectful homage ta
his memory.

MR. SPEAKER: As a mark of
respect to the memory of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, may I ro-
quest the House to stand in silenc:
for a short while?

The Members then stood in silence
for a short while, .




