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LOK SABHA

Thursday, November 23, 1967{ Agrahayana
2, 1889 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met ar Eleven of the
Clock.
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair)
MEMBER SWORN
SHRI MURASOLI MARAN (South Madras)

OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR. SPEAKER : Friends, we have re-
ceived with great sorrow the news of the
death of Master Tara Singh, who was a
liberal leader, who served the country
according to his own light, respected by all
communities, and for nearly 50 years he
struggled whatever may be the cause in which
be believed. Now, it is a great loss not only
to the Sikh community, but the whole of
India.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF
PLANNING AND MINISTER OF EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI INDIRA
GANDHI) : I should like to pay tribute to
the memory of Master Tara Singh who was
one of the old veterans who have played a
part in our freedom struggle. One may not
always agree with what he did in later
years, but he was a colourful and dynamic
personality, and whatever cause he took up,
he did so with great zeal and enthusiasm, and
his passing away is no doubt a loss to the
country.

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam) : Master
Tara Singh was one of our national leaders.
The role he played in our freedom struggle
was indeed unique. Though he had to
cross swords with many of our national
leaders of those days, he held fast to what he
believed to be the true interests of the
great Sikh community and our country.
He can be said to be one of the greatest
champions not only of the Sikh community,
but also the minoritees in‘our country.
He is one of the fathers of this Punjab
State as it has come to be now. Though he
was not satisfied with the shape that it has
taken, he did more than any onc clse for
founding or carving out that Punjab Stats

in our country. The fights that he waged
for the freedom of the country and for the
special protection of his community are very
many, and on many occasions he could not
agree with the other natienal leaders in our
country. Nevertheless, he extorted admira-
tion and appreciation for the courage that
he had displayed and for the loyalty that he
had displayed towards the causes that he
had undertaken. He lived to a ripe old
age, and until the very last, he continued to
be a good fighter. So we all admire his
dauntless courage and his steadfastness in
his convictions and we bemoan his death.
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SHRI ANBAZHAGAN?® (Tiruchengode):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, Master Tara Singh who
was famous as the lion of Punjab, was the
guiding light for the Sikh Community and
their progress. On his recent demise, all

people of the eountry have expressed decp
regret. He was not only a great leader, buy

*Original speach was delivered in Tamil,
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