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LOK SABHA

Thursday, November 23, 1967{ Agrahayana
2, 1889 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met ar Eleven of the
Clock.
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair)
MEMBER SWORN
SHRI MURASOLI MARAN (South Madras)

OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR. SPEAKER : Friends, we have re-
ceived with great sorrow the news of the
death of Master Tara Singh, who was a
liberal leader, who served the country
according to his own light, respected by all
communities, and for nearly 50 years he
struggled whatever may be the cause in which
be believed. Now, it is a great loss not only
to the Sikh community, but the whole of
India.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF
PLANNING AND MINISTER OF EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI INDIRA
GANDHI) : I should like to pay tribute to
the memory of Master Tara Singh who was
one of the old veterans who have played a
part in our freedom struggle. One may not
always agree with what he did in later
years, but he was a colourful and dynamic
personality, and whatever cause he took up,
he did so with great zeal and enthusiasm, and
his passing away is no doubt a loss to the
country.

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam) : Master
Tara Singh was one of our national leaders.
The role he played in our freedom struggle
was indeed unique. Though he had to
cross swords with many of our national
leaders of those days, he held fast to what he
believed to be the true interests of the
great Sikh community and our country.
He can be said to be one of the greatest
champions not only of the Sikh community,
but also the minoritees in‘our country.
He is one of the fathers of this Punjab
State as it has come to be now. Though he
was not satisfied with the shape that it has
taken, he did more than any onc clse for
founding or carving out that Punjab Stats

in our country. The fights that he waged
for the freedom of the country and for the
special protection of his community are very
many, and on many occasions he could not
agree with the other natienal leaders in our
country. Nevertheless, he extorted admira-
tion and appreciation for the courage that
he had displayed and for the loyalty that he
had displayed towards the causes that he
had undertaken. He lived to a ripe old
age, and until the very last, he continued to
be a good fighter. So we all admire his
dauntless courage and his steadfastness in
his convictions and we bemoan his death.

it wew fagrdy aogar (TEEE9I) ¢
NEqE] WGIRG, A1 ST AMfgar - Hi
Agiafa afqd FW §T 47 Far av fs
U Y F JaT OF, OF FE gL AT
T YISO TR § )T ATl 7 AR
AT PO T ST q FT ST AGAT HIC
&= qren & a1 | fom @@ # ag
3% gAma 4 39 fag aggd & T3
q HIT ITF IWIE ¥ AR F A FOM
faeret & | FH-FE I e T
& FTHET THT ST AT KA IAA forey A
FEAT G| MNP A AW YT W E,
et %1 wor o, qU AT, s fgma
¥ g aw W6l 9X 9O 41 SR
H9H g ¥ 2 F AT {GT Y, 9 T A
fan 1 gwS o qreeT off F7 AT AY-
faw wr@ ¥ sfaew 7 g @ o= fan
ariT 1 98 Pl % ar 9 gwfag
TER A A q g I e ¥
a1 § S AT qIT HA A I
F o fa=re wwe fd § & S @19 A
FT gFAE FL@TE |

SHRI ANBAZHAGAN?® (Tiruchengode):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, Master Tara Singh who
was famous as the lion of Punjab, was the
guiding light for the Sikh Community and
their progress. On his recent demise, all

people of the eountry have expressed decp
regret. He was not only a great leader, buy

*Original speach was delivered in Tamil,
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was a guiding light to the minority commu-
nitics and one who fought for their rights.
Leaders of various movements in different
parts of India have supported his struggle
off and on. It will not be wrong to say that
the firmness which he exhibited and the
ability with which he led the Sikh commu-
nity is praised by many. People of Punjab
have a uniqueness of their own. They are
capable peopl: and can establish their rights.
By his unique service, Master Tara Singh
has established this fact. On his demise, I
express my heartfelt condolences on behalfl
of the Dravida Munnetra Kazagham.
People belonging to various linguistic groups
in India have expressed real sorrow at his
demise and as a mark of this, I convey my
sorrow on my own behalf and on behalf of
the members of D.M.K. and the people of
Tamil Nad in my language.

sit do Hlo FANT (FTTYL) : e
w1, F 5 AT 7R ATE AT Ay
¥ 577 f5 9w I71 ¥ 94w fagi 5
BUTL AW T SEMAT AT FAHT ATARA
forar EfR-9X g7 FiwiT § AT ERY ST W)
& 99 gl G T AREA 99 @1
qT J1 ¥ 9g g gan fF 47 s9w
| F1 AT A OF AT I99 908 5
T8 UF ¥ safaw & fomsr e wiamy
a1 31T S I G A & IR FE B
Fifow F 4 | AT g9 | FS TR
qTHA § IHH WIS ST FT 9gT I31 &Y
g1 gomEr g& Fr HT S FBrE
Y Fayer |r et &1 Y sy 7€y foe,
"R 3w & &ail & fod o7 /€T TR #T
sz o | # gwwar g e e d 9w
& Faw g fam wrsat o afa T8 gt
&, ¥9 g %1 @fy 7€ gt &, e Aw
Frafagd

& a9% g9 A1 A ¥ I wGAtS
i Fear § #Y A =Teat g e o 99
qf@T< 3 ® § I9% 9 AT §3Ar
qgaT & W |

oft o fowd (A7) : oUW AYRA,
AT T /W % uF faagy K Aar
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¥ A § wreex arq fag S 1 Agief
e FAT AMRATE | A A F FAWL
9 ¥ g% g =91 ¢ fF faa &-
FraaT, swfgsgar &) Fgw § gk
EF FT TSAT AT, IHET THATA FT
HHCT gH A FAT HL

fore g W1 WY TR H1 99T T
19 e o1 @ €, IUR! UF a1 Hi
FTH gag ¥ g g | Praag ¥
wgt feg Aawwl § s § e
1 AYaq s, IH ag AN F A A
7g =T 91 fF fgg faal &1 wrer
qoTa § I T AT FAT IAY TF H1L AGT
FTAr gy | AfET g5rT F S wgE
A F A 9 vE fegH AT
et & &1 & ot wgwg waw fFar
|V AT

# fmT g9 S0t F FG FHT TTRAT
g fF wreex qro fag &t &m0 g}
o WY wawR 1@ g, e Iaw g
¥ HE FIY AET ST | GH AT T AN
i 7 ¢ fF figg, qaemm, faa, dar
wa @i faw ¥ fgegmama &1 0% #,
TF TG T |

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI (Madurai) :
Sir, many streams had flowed into the ocean
of the struggle against British imperialism
and the Akali movement in its origin was
one such thing. T remember those days in
1923-24 when the country reverberated with
the roarings of the Akalis. Those were the
days when the rich gurdwaras were under
the control of the Mahants nominated
bythe British imperialists. The Muahants
at that time were utilising the gurdwaras
sgainst the national struggle. It was pre-
cisely at that time that the Akali movement
arose, which wanted to wrest the contro
of those gurdwaras from the hands of those
people. That is why I said, the Akali
movement in its origin was an anti-imperial-
ist struggle intended to prevent the gur-
dwaras from being in the hands of the
British imperialists. Master Tara Singh
came into prominence in that period as one
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of the leaders of the Akali movement and
be had in his own measure contributed to
the great struggle against British imperial-
ism. Whatever might have been our
differences with him, at this time when we
mourn his loss, let us recall those services
rendered by him in the great struggle for
freedom.

I associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by the previous speakers.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai) : Sir,
though Master Tara Singh did not partici-
pate in the freedom struggle in a direct man-
ner, he fought against British imperialism
for reasons of his own. We, in this country,
have always paid our tributes of homage to
all those persons who have been fighters for
a cause. We may not agree with the poli-
tics of Master Tara Singh, but the fact
remains that his was an indomitable spirit.
1 remember those words of Milton “invisi-
ble spirit, never to submit or yield”. That
is what he possessed. He had been a fighter
for a cause till his death. What people
say about aged people not being able to
be effective has been belied by his colour-
ful personality. 1 agree with the Prime
Minister when she describes Master Tara
Singh as a dynamic personality. We are
sorry to hear about his death. Qur party
associates itself with the sentiments that
have been expressed by you, Sir, the
Prime Minister and other speakers.

MR. SPEAKER : May I request hom.
Members to stand insilence for a short
while as a mark of respect to his memory ?

[The Members then stood in silence for a
short while]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER : We shall now take up
deferred question No. 210-A.*

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : When this
question was taken up I asked asupple-
mentary. My supplementary question was
whether it is a fact that this particular
operation, which normally takes about 15
to 25 minutes, took about 3} hours and
whether it is also a fact that his blood
pressure was not normalised or stabilised
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before the operation and his wound was
not opened up despite the fact that it was to
be opened. Brig. Lal and others could not
take a decision. They were halting and
faltering. Ultimately, Dr. Ghosh who
came from Vellore and Dr. Mchta, who
fortunately was here from Bombay, when
they were consulted, they said that it had ta
be re-opened and it was re-opened. Apart
from that, the hon. Minister wanted to
give us a statement containing all the parti-
culars. That statement did not give us any
information. He has simply given the de-
tails of what happened from 28th to the
time of his death. That is not convincing
at all, because we know the condition of the
Willingdon Hospital. If we want to have
a by-election, we have only to send the
MP to the Willingdon Hospital. So, I
would like to know whether there is going
to be any inquiry into the working of the
Willingdon Hospital. 1 want an answer to
that.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, FAMILY
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT (Dr. S. CHANDRASEKHAR) :
I would like to inform the House that we
have already set up an inquiry commission
into the working of the government hospi-
tals in New Delhi which includes Willing-
don Hospital also. . . .(Interruptions). May
I finish 7 The Ministry feels, the govern-
ment feels, that we cannot appoint an
inquiry committee into the particular
circumstances in which Dr. Lohia died,
because that will be demoralising the staff
and surgeons....(Interruptions). Let me
finish. The doctors will find it extremely
embarrassing to attend to any VIP when he
comes because they will be feeling that the
appointment of an inquiry committes is
breathing down their neck and they will not
be able to do their best. I can assure you
that when Dr. Lohia was admitted he was
given the very best treatment that we could
give.

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : Shameful.

Dr. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : I have
myself visited him several times. Many
teams of experts from many places were call-
ed in. Experts from Bombay, Banaras
and Vellore were called in, there was consul-
tation between them and they all agreed

*Starred ggcitm No. 92, put and answered on 16th November, 1967 was re-numbered

as No.



