LOE SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Monday, March 10, 1969( Phalgunall?, 1890
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clack
[Mr. Speaker in the Chair)
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. SPEAKER : [ have to inform the
House of the sad demise of three of our
friends namey Shri Ganpat Sahai, Shri
Sachindra Nath Maiti and Shri H. P.
Mody.

Shri Ganpat Sahai was a sitting Member
of this House from Sultanpur constiluency
of Uttar Pradesh. He was also a Member
of the Second Lok Sabha during the years
1961-1962. He was one of the elder mem-
bers of the House and in spite of his age
he used to attend the sittings of the House
very regularlv. He was taken ill recently
and passed away at New Delhi on the 8th
March, 1969 at the age of K6.

Shri Sachindra Nath Maiti was also a
sitting member of this House from Midna-
pore constituency of West Bepgal. He
also passed away after a briefl illpess at
Midoapore on the 9th March, 1969 at the
age of 67.

Shri H. P. Mody was a member of the
Central Legislative Assembly during the
years 1929-1943 and a Member of the Cons-
tituent Assembly of India during the years
1948-1949. He also served as a Member
for Supply im the Viceroy's Executive
Council during the years 1941-1943. He
was a distinguished st n and was also
Governor of Uttar Pradesh. He passed
away at Bombay on the 9th March, 1969 at
the age of 87.

We deeply mourn the loss of all these
friends and 1 am sure the House will join
me ia conveying our coaodolences to the
bareaved lamilies,

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY AND MINISTER
OF PLANNING (SHRIMATI INDIRA
GANDHI) : This last week end has been
one of sorrow and grief for us. The cruel
hands of Death have snaiched from our
midst three distinguished Indians, two of
whom were among us as hon, Members of
this very House until only the other day.

In Shri Ganpat Sahai we have lost one
of the veteran soldiers of the struggle for
Independence. His association with the
Congress Party began over sixty vears ago
and in fact there is hardly any time in my
life when 1 do not remember him on the
scene. As the House is perhaps aware, he
was associuted with my home town of
Allahabad first as a very brilliant student
and later as a professor in  the university
there. He renounced a promising cereer at
the time of Partition of Bengal and joined
in the movement which was then led by
Dr. Annic Besant and later by Mahatma
Gandhi. His career as u legislalor was
long and distinguished, both as a member
of the U.P. Assembly and also asa
Member, twice, of this House. The House
knows that he served on muany of its
Committees. He was one of those political
figures who although obsessed with political
problems yet found time for many other
activities and for the cultivation of wider
interests. He promoted educational insti=
tutions and charitable trusts. He was
greatly interested in sports, He was also
associated with wvarious social welfare
programmes. In him we have lost ooe of
the leading political figures of the genera-
tion which was in the forefront of the
fight for freedom.

Similarly, Shri Sachindra Nath Maiti
was one of the fearless fighters in the cause
of Independence. He belonged to the
reputed and dedicated band of Midnapore
Revolutionaries. He had undergone long
years of incarceration in prison in defence of
our right to be free. His entire life was devot-
ed to the service of the people and we shaH
miss bim in this House as indeed we shal}
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miss Shri Sahal. T feel that the country
will be poorer with the loss of these emin-
ent patriots.

We also mourn the death of Shrl Homy
Mody. He belonged to the disappeariog
generation of our great countrymen who
had so much to give to this nation. He
was not only a leading industrialist bul an

elder statesman. He was a man of
culture and great dignity and also
full of life end  full of wit with the

ability to transform ths dullest function
into something that was lively and interest-
ing. He was, again, one of those persons
whom | remember from early childhood
and | had also ithe privilege of knowiog
him when he was the Governor of U.P.
when I also was living in Lucknow. Since
then I have had many occasions to meet
him. | must say that even when he was
nearing the end of his life and his health
was falling he retained his brilliance and
sense of humour.

Heled arich and varied lifs and his
interests were varied, ranging from the field
of politics and economics to that of sports
and culture. All of us who had the privi-
lege of koowing him well will remember
his charming and genial personality, but 1
thiok that India has lost one of her noble
sons and, as | have said, one who combin-
ed nobility with those other qualitles which
enrich our lives. Our thoughts paturally
g0 to the hon. member of this House, Shri
Piloo Mody, and to his gracious meother,
Lady Mody, in their hour of grief which we
also share.

Muy I request you on behalf of us ull
to convey wur siocere condoleace and deep-
est griel to the bereaved families ?

SHRI M. R MASANI (Rajkot): 1
would like, Sir, on behalf of my Party, to
associate myself, all of us, with what has
fallen from your lips and that of the Leader
of the House.

1 do not feel gqualified te add to what
has been aptly said about Mr. Ganpat
Sahai, one of the veterans of our indepen-
dence struggle, whose handsome and digni-
fled fiace we have seen from our young
days, as also about Mr. Maiti.

But in so far as Sir Homi Mody is
concerned, ] remember him from my boy-
hood. In him we have lost an elder
sla'esman, ag admigistrator, a banker and
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businessman, an author—he will be remem-
bered for his biography of Sir Pherozshah
Mehta—a keen sportsman and patron of

sports like cricket, racing and many
others.

Sir Homi was a great Liberal and a
great patriot. His response to the needs

of the country and the aspirations of the
people was brought out when he wasa
Member of the Vicerov's Council. In
February, 1943, when Mahatma Gandhi
launched his bistoric fast in Yerawada Jail,
he found it impossible 1o continue in that
office because of the refusal of the then
administration to release Gandhiji and
aver!l the danger to his life. Fortuoately,
Gandhiji was ab'e to complete his fast with-
out any catzstrophe.

My first encounter with him was as a
political opponent, because when I was a
member of the Congress Party in the
Bombay Municipal Corporation from 1935,
Sir Homi was the leader of the other group,
which was called the Progressive Party, and
we had many a verbal duel across the
floor.

In 1943, a situation arose when he was
able to show that great generosity and to-
lerance for which we knew him. |1 was
nominaled as the Copgress candidate for
the Mayoralty, but [ was working uoder
Sir Homl in the business corporation with
which we were both associated. Sir Homi
had his own candidate to fight me. He
could perhaps have used his position to
come in the way and stop me from being
nominated, but he did not for a moment
thiok of it that way. He stood aside and
said 1 was welcome to stand, knowing per-
fectly well that the result would be the
defeat of his own candidate. This was the
kind of thing one expected from him and
came across whenever the occasion arose.

He was one of our colleagues in the
Constituent Assembly of India, and [ re-

member the many commitiees end sub-
commitiees on which one worked with
him.

In 1959, he joined some of us in
establishing the Swatantra Party. As fellow
office-bearers of the party, he and 1 had
occasion for nearly seven or eight years to
work together in harness, and the team
spirit, the esprit a' corps, the spirit of liber,
alism and to lerance, of give and take whic,
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I found in him is something unfortunately
very rare in our public life in ladia today,
whatever party we may belong to.

As the Prime Minister rightly pointed
out, he had the rare gift of humour. He
was endowed with the happy faculty of
seeing the ludicrous or funny side even of
a grim or tense situation and the result was
that whenever tempers rose, ugly passions
were roused, tempers were frayed, he
brought sweetness and light by a crack or
touch of humour which dissolved everyone
into laughter and a very awkward situation
was often avoided.

Sir, our hearts go out to Lady Mody, his
partner throughout life, our own colleague,
Mr. P.loo Mody, his son, and the other
members of his family, and we all. join in
rcquesting you to convey our deep sym-
pathy to the relations of Sir Homi as well
as of our other two colleagues who have
passed away.

oY FmTw wavw  (2fra-fass) ¢
qeaw AT, § AR AW T € FAIA
¥, 3t wad, grgw fafaeeT agkar ¥ st
oft gart St ¥ gark &1 wgedt g s
Y ot F @ F g § sgw
3, afegfas gar &1 1 Tgea & W
839 % q913g WX WIEWNT G 9|
56 |G | Y 39 &1 ¥gu faar w@ar
gt sfe I maaFFa d 5 97,
7z wtari % oy S &1 W G=1 FA
& | IAFT AW AAT IW FAT F AT
a7 | ¥ 39 O F safer 4, 9 5T AW
aw 2t @ & afe 9w 1 faesr ok
aq mra o gaTe fAd AniEsiw @ &
AT & 1 gAY gEr AT wigdt St Fofy
groF ¥ 7w &0 A

St iy gg H A ¥ A, foawH
gt ¥ & dftew, Sewd X AvEEg
qY A At T W wAE T ¥ W
TN AN, T IT A I F aEAgg A
frrma ST a ¥ @9d § 37 W
qrmia frdt gat 3 ¥ w9 A8 a1
I A Faq ATl & gud A Qv
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fear, 37 &w w wifys zfee § 999 aiw
9T wEr A & 97 gqi-aeet § @y H
T =g ) A o F1q firgr, a7 N wW
NAEAIT AN & | AT H IT ¥ €7 O
¥ FrraT #Y faadt gerar @AY wifed,
AN E 17w g71T & af®
g o fedt oY a7 & 78 ¥, fawsr ara
Sira dwfga & dYar, 9 2w 1 gnegrHy
F IR A S EwT A, W AT AA-
Afa, =g sl § F9T ¥ 78 987
& aafyagdl N o9 W N qgT ATW@
g AW IT F weaT AT fageawra
wftrat fac 3=r w@r & | gx gaardr =it
drg Ay oY 37 % gyA € faw mwic
oI FIEATH ¥ TH §IT W 0% A7 JeATH
ar € ady g 9w ¥ fear ¥ v ar

T WA 9T R A dryg @E Far
e M & ofy gt FifEw d¥gaT v
@ E |

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN (Mettur) : Sir,
on behalf of the DMK party in Parliament,
1 associate myself with the sentiments ex-
pressed by various Members. [ did not
have the privilege to associate myself inti-
mately with them, though I do know by my
contact with various colleagues about their
work and the service that they have done
to the cause of our Motherland. I request
you to convey our heart-felt sympathies to
the bereaved families.

SHRI H. N. MUKERIJEE (Calcutta
North East) : M. Speaker, Sir, death is
the inevitable finale of life and when one
dies full of years and honours there should
normally be nothing very much to sorrow
over. But we as human beings have our
weaknesses, and for the time being, we feel
rather weighed down by the death of these
three eminent friends of ours, particularly
when two of them were with us from day
to day and during a session of Parliament
we had the expectation of seeing them any
time we wished to.

I did not know Shri Ganpat Sahai inti-
malely but 1 did have occicional contacis
with him apart from listening to his parti-
cipation in this House, and 1 poticed that
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he was not only a freedom-fighter of a
standing which is perhaps unmatched in
the country today but he was also possess-
ed of that quality of courtesy which at one
time at any rate used to be associated with
Utiar Pradesh. He performed his role of
being something like a bridge between three
generations  He wus a remarkable man on
any computation, which could be seen when
he spoke in this House. He has passed
away full of ycars and honours, as 1 said.
But we are sorry all the same.

1 knew Shri Sachindranath Maiti some-
whut more, though 1 cannot claim any
particular iatimacy.  But what 1 noted
about him was a particular unostentatious-
ness of character.  All his life had been
dedicated to the struggle for freedom and 1
am very happy that the Prime Minister
mentionsd Midnapore, which should be
ranked with Satara and certain other regions
of our country, where the British rule had
been kicked out long before the entire
couniry achieved its independence. Shri
Muiti was o very close colleague of Shri
Ajuy Mukerjee, who has been making his-
tory in recent times, and of our friend here,
Shri Saumanta. We all admired the kind
of silent dedication, which he always
brought to bear upon his work. His pass-
ing away so suddenly is a shock, which we
have not been able to get over yet.

Shri Homi Mody has becn a name to
conjure with in Indian public lire and
though [ never had the privilege of com-
ing in touch with him, 1, like everybody
else, hud been familiar with his variegated
activities. 1 think he would be remem-
bered us my friend Shri Masani has suaid,
for his Riogruphy of Sir Pherazeshah Melta,
which 1 happened to read a long time ago.
But it was a grand thing that we had in
our country i personality of that sort, who
wis elegant to his finger tips, and at the
same time, he was able to come down und
mix with the common bird. He wasa
good liver, who could drink life to the lees,
and yet, do it with a certain kind of aristo-
cracy which was in its own way a joy lo
behold. We are particularly sorry for our
friend and colleague, in this House, Shri
Pilov Mody, to whom the blow must bave
come in a manner, which no man can
describe.

| am sure, Sir, you would convey the
feelings of condolence, which all of us have
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o the family of Shri Mody as well as of
Shri Ganpat Sahai.

st ofr v (30) : gemw wdww, &
A A7 qrdif—dgw avmfaw @ -
guTR @19 TsEdadt st Taraa 9219 W,
A gradt st qar o WA ot ¥ wraEaw
9T 37 F daa afend & sfy @
SFE FET &1

ofY T oY ¥ sufgqma w7 F A F
fme adf ar, ¥AfFT s A ¥ ag AT &
g1 AT TAgE AaT 7 KA 9T ¥ -
&Y AT a1q Y 41, IAT ¥IW A AQEr
#¥ @eq 21, 18 foafaw & s@iA oHAy
T YR Y qrafa A AN T WIFHA
g aga feaedr 1)

ot AEY off 37 IERardr Jasn ¥
i, 5 fas sdafy 94 &, afes 5fg-
@ Y F AT IT F AR ARATEHA
FT W A0 8% a® ar fF 1943 ¥, 97
g8 T T FfFET F AT A, A
W F AATT T AT IGA qr@ELE B
Frfree ¥ gedTwr ¥ far ar | 2@ wEwl
9T 59 939 % gaeq W ¥ e o 9ig
T M o A & gfa mow afd
AqTA IA F AT T FITT 952 Far1 § |

sft Aqradt ot 7 gy Jard i
F AT T AT FAOT F ggew qA, #
agfaaTa &7 & S9 F1  AFAT 4T | Hoaey
qE1Aq, @9 § 3@ ¥ a9 7 § fF faget
ggT ardre &1 9w faq e o
Fr geara gt ¥ faggR @ A are
4 # 7ff A 9F AR ARG fow aw
AT 9% & A1 I FT geA & AT
qreeft o §ME & 99 wifgwrdr Aoy §
& g 9 1020-21 & Uy e § &
Wi aga fedl a%, aiw g @19 9% S
Fofraw ¥ 1020 ¥ g 9 ¥ fqu
fasaa 7w ¥ AfeT i ¥ AR ¥ aw
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awrera wA ¥ wré frawedt af) & afew
qeNT W & wim faar, @AY gF
aw e ag ot oraw wfaafga @1 &
I % f9q &0 ¥ wrAar 91, IF A AR
g1, "Hraaner wieHT @r9g THO8ET H
&€ gaer Ag § 1 WA & g uF e
Waga Al a1 9 @fEw AR 1@
waT & T AL Y AW F A4 IUA-

gl aaFamas 93 @ 7 W%
H3T F gL UF A0 F Ak F faer=edy
FT T AT F A9 AR AT & AT F
arg |zAT g M g g fF gaR 27
s yAFafar gk 3T F A
STUMFIO & 97 & 9| AT GHATAT
AT T

SHRI UMANATH (Pugukkouai) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my party I also
join the sentiments of grief and condolences
expressed by you particularly for Shri Gan-
pat Sahai and Shri Maiti who were patriots
silently working for the people in their res-
pective areas as well as the couniry as a
whole. | join in the condolences being
sent to their families.

So far as Sir Homi Mody is concerned
certain political assessmenis have been made
about his past services to the people. My
party do not associate with those political
assessments, we ha\!‘! aur Own assessment
about them. But I do join in condolences
being sent to his family, especially to our
colleague Shri Piloo Mody, his wife and
other members of his family.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kendrapara) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, | asso-
ciate myself with the feelings expressed
and deeply mourn the death of three of our
departed colleagues. About Shri Gunpat
Sahai, as you know, although he belonged
to the old generation he was a very dedi-
cated soul. | think very few in our coun-
try are in a position to get this credit as
Sir Homi Mody and Shri Ganpal Sahai.
Shri Sahai and Sir Homi Mody have to
their credit an uninterrupted public service
even towards the end of their lives. Shri
Sahai was 4 Member of the Second Lok
Sabha. To the Third Lok Sabha he sent
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his son. So far as | remember, his son
represented the very same constituency. His
services in that wery constituency were so
varied, in the educational, social and politi-
cul fields, that the people loved him and
adored him. Last year, during the elect-
ion campaign 1 happened to be in that
constituency. | met him at the railway
station, Even at that stage people greeted
him and gave him a warm welcome. He
said ¢ “In this election | am pot very
much interested in who wins but | have
come to tell the people what they should
do.” He was a patriot for when | think
there can be no other tribute than to say
that he died almost in harness.

About Shri Maiti, as all of us know,
he was one of the silent Members of this
House, but such dedicated souls are pro-
bubly very rare in our public life. His de-
volion to duty, his record of public service
is something which will always remain as
an example for all of us in the future.

Regarding Sir Homi Mody, he was a
veteran in our public life. He belonged
to a duTerent school of polines, no doubt
but I do not think this country will ever
forgetl the services that such veterans have
rendered to our country from their own
point of view. He did play o great part
in giving this country some amount of
leadership in spheres of business, and in
spheres of liberal potitics he had attained
an age which a  puassing generation will re-
member, From that point of view | have
nothing to say but, certainly. such great
patriots are very much needed in our ¢oun-
try at & momenl when we are also passing
through an age of transition and develop-
ment. My sympathies are with our friend
Shri Piloo Mody, who is not here, and |
hope you will convey our condolencs to
him und the other members of his family.

SHRI N. C. CHATTERJEE (Burdwan) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, both Uttar Pradesh and
Midnapore have played a conspicuous role
in the freedom struggle and we are sorry
to miss two of our esteemed colleagues, one
from Uttar Pradesh, Shri Sahuai, and the
other from Midnapore, Shri Maiti. Both
were revolutionaries and we should mourn
their loss.

I had the privilege of working with
Shri Homi Mody for some time at the in-
stance of Rajaji and | koew bim intimately,
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1 find that our old friend, Shri S. K. Patil,
has said that Sir Homi Mody had built a
monumen! for himself in Bombay. | wish
when in Calcutta, he had seen what a monu-
ment of love and tradition he had built for
himself in Calcunta. Throughout the in-
dustrial world his position was unique.
He was a statesman and a patriot.

I remember I got a (elegram from Shri
K. M. Munshi, asking me to go over here
from Calcutta to participate in a conven-
tion which was held under the leadership of
Sir Taj Bahadur Sapru when Mahatma
Gandhi was about to die. It was expected
of Dr. Aney and Shri Nalini Ranjin Sarkar
to resign. But the whole of India got a
mild shock when Sir Homi Mody resigned

on the government's refusal to release
Mahatma Gandhl.
He was a muan of wversatile talent.

Today West Bengal is passing through a
constitutional crisis. 1f you had a Gover-
nor like Sir Homi Mody, possibly all
problems would have been solved in a way
which would have been acceptable to all,
both to the Government and the people,
the Centre and the State.

He had the wonderful capacity of
taking a joke against himself, and 1 think
my hon. friend, Shri Masani, referred to
his sense of humour. That is a great point.
We are glad that his son, Shri Piloo Mody,
our colleague in this Parliament, has in-
herited this gquality.

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
condolence to the members of the bereaved
family.

SHRI S. C. SAMANTA (Tamluk) : Sir, I
associate mysell compleisly with the referen-
ces that have been made by you, the Prime
Minister and other friends. We have lost
three friends of ours. Two of them are not
intimately known to me but Shri S. N.
Maiti was intimately known to me. He
had been to England for studies before
1920. When he came back, in 1923 we
worked together for the renovation of the
educational system at the call of Mahatma
Gandhi, who asked us to boycott the exis-
ting schools and colleges at that time. After
that, in 1930, he joined the locol non-co-
operation movement and went to jail. In
1931 the District Magistrate of Midnapore
and two other magistrates were murdered.
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Shri Maiti was arrested on suspicioa but
he was released later on. All the same,
he could not escape the wrath of the
British. He was detained from 1941 to
1945 and you will be glad to kpnow that he
had the company of our good friend, Dr.
Triguna Sen in the deiention camp. He
wits a silent sort of man, but a man of
action and a lovely person.

We deeply mourn his loss and we
would request you to convey our condolence
1o the members of the bereaved family.

MR. SPEAKER : May [ request the
House to stand in silence for a short while
Lo express its sorrow ?

The Members then stood in silence for
a short while.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Petro-Chemical Complex of Gujarat
+

SHRI1 R.K. AMIN ;

SHRI K.M. MADHUKAR :
DR. RANEN SEN :

SHRI C. JANARDHANAN :
SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA :

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the licences of downstream
units in the Petrochemical complex of
Gujarat State have been issued so far;

(b) if not, when they are likely to be
issued ;

(c) the reasons for the delay in
implementation of the scheme ; and

*36l.

the

(d) the steps Government propose (o
take to implement the scheme ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS (SHRI D.R. CHAVAN) : (a)
and (b). The Gujarat  Petrochmical
complex as now planned consists of two
basic projects : (i) the aromatics project
and (i) the naphtha cracker project.
Government approvals for the downstream
units linked with the aromatics project
have already been given. In regard to
those linked with the naphtha cracker,
applications received from private parties
bhave been evaluated in consultation with



