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Minister on the floor of the House on
the 23rd November, 1908. He said:

“So far as its strategic position
is concerned, of course, it occu-
ples a very strategic place.”.

Sir, he even admitted then that these
were going to be defence bases.

What is surprising is the vague and
callous attitude of Government to-

of India at sny stage were consulted
by the UK. Government on the pur-
chase of these islands, the reply given
by Government was simply astound-
ing. It was;

“1 do not know whether actually
the Government of India was
informed, to start with. When we

got in touch with the UK. Gov-
ernment, they informed us that
they had this intention of pur-
chasing them”.

1 do not think that Government have
ever seriously considered the military
implications of this issue,
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nawa and Guam Islands in the Pacific
Ocean, But everybody knows that
they are full-fledged military bases,
and we are seeing every day what
nefarious role they are playing against
the Viet Namese people. The UK.
US. joint base in the Indian Ocean

will play also a similar role in Asla
and Africa,

As the Foreign Minister himself’
noted that the claim of the British
Government was that this was neces-
sary in view of the British commit-
ments to Malaysia, Australia and
Honk ¥Xong and American commit-
ments in the Far East, I would
like to know what the commitments
of Britain and America in this area
are. It is just to dominate the econo-
mies of the Far East and Africa.
Economic pressure, political blackmail
snd military subversion are the
weapons freely ysed by the British
snd Americans to perpetuate their
colonial and neo-colonial hold on these
areas. Are we expected to support-
this in any way? Definitely not.
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[Shri C. K Chakrapani]
.should continue to maintain a
military presence in this area”

In the same document, it was
.announced that by 1988 when the
.South Arablan Federation should
become independent, Britain should
‘withdraw from the Aden base. The
Government should have taken note
. of this pasition of Britain. The British
imperialists themselves admit the
need for a strong military presence
in the Indian Ocean to continue the
age-long loot of the Afro-Asian conti-
nent., But the External Affairs Minis-
ter has given them a certificate of
clean behaviour. What else can a
servile government do under the pres-
sure of billions of dollars and sterling?

The Deputy Minister admitted that
the Governmeri of India were not
even informed of this intention of the
British Goverrmen!, Why should the
Bri.ish Government consult a Govern-
ment which has completely lost its
sell-respect, national pride and
honour?

On the Bth April, the Minister gaid:
“We shall certainly try to mobilise
public opinion of like-minded coun-
tries to sec that these islands do not
in any way prejudice the security of

ther the Government have
even an inch in that direction

tion to the UN. While this question
will be under discussion In the UN,
the combine will continue

. imperialist action. May I

JUNE 5, 1967 Islands in Indion Ocean

W UK, (HAH D4,)

A shining example of Arsb unity
against the US.UK machinations in
West Asia is just before our eysa.
Can we not take lessons from this?
Let the Government raise their strong
voice in co-operation with the anti-
imperinlist Afro-Asian countries and
make a firm declaration that the Afro-
Asian countries will never tolerate
the deeds of imperialist aggression in
the Indian Ocean. ] wish the Minis-
ter to come out with such a cate-
gorical statement.

The situstion is very serious. Obvi-
ously this dangerous development has
a direct and immediate bearing on
our country. It poses a serious threat
to our national independence and
sovereignty. If despite this, the UK
Government persists in their nefarious
game, we should quit the Common-
wealth in  protest against their
know
whether Government are prepared to
do that? This is the question, Mildly
speaking, this action alone will satisfy
the people of India who stand for
international peace and security.

Shri P. Gopalam (Tellicherry): We
have before us the news that the
child of British and American imperia-
lism, Israel, has launched a Wwar
against the Arab countries. ...

Sart (Bangalore):
May I say thia?
Hon. Members are free t0 express

their opinions, but this is such a deli-
cate situation....

Mz, Speaker: What sre we discus-
sing now.
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Shri Hanmmanthaiya: ¥You by all
means argue, but to sy that Israel
is a child of British imperialism....
{interruptiong).

Mr. Spesker: We are discussing
DoAYITE very Sehicale ek, WHest A
is coming tomorrow.

Bhri Nampiar (Tiruchirapalli):
Communist Members ©f Parliament
said so, let jt be like that, we will
own it up, it will not come in the
name of hon. Members Who are afraid
of it.

Shri Hanumanthalys: Jt is not a
question of courage.

Shri P. Gopalan: Everybody knows
that Israel has started @ war on the
Arah countries, everypody knows that
Israel is the child of British and
American imperialisro-

Mr. Speaker: We are now discus-
sing about the islands.

Sari P. Gopalan: Sguth Asia is going
to be made an arent of war, if the
British and Americap imperialists are
allowed to purchase the Indian Ocean
islands. It ie a direct threat to the
sovereignty and independence ol our
country, but I doubt whether it is
belween

JFYAISTHA 15, 1889 (SAKA) Isiands in Indian
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Shri P. Goprian: If it is, may I
know whether the External Affairs
Minister will come forward with a
categorical statement that if the
Britishers proceed with their amm of
purchasing and setting up their bases
in these alards, Yhe Guvstamsh o
India will withdraw from the Com-
monwealth. That is what js expected
of a self-respecting country, and I
hope the External Affairs Minister
will do this solemn duty.

Shri E. K. Nayamar (Palghat): On
April 6th, the Minister of External
Affairs replying to a question in the
Lok Sabha said that the Government
had sent a representation which
amounts to & protest to Britain aguinst
its purchasing some islands in the
Indian Ocean and to provide transit
and refuelling-cum-communication
tacilities to the British and American
military planes to the Far East.

May I know if these facilities would
not necessitate the construction of
military air fields which could be used
as & military base? Since the islands
in the Indian Ocean have already been
bought by the British, may I know’

what was the result of India's protest
to Britain?

There are also press



3047 Purchase of
[Shri B K. Nayanar]
Jointly by UK. and U.S, It is common
knowledge that F-111 bombers do not
possess the range directly to bomb
China. They can only be used against
South Asia or East Africa. May I
know if the Government of India will

wake up?

May 1 know what steps are taken
against the British attitude?

The Minister of Exiernal Affalrs
(Shri M. C. Chagla): I do not think
there is any ambiguity whatsoever
with regard to India’s policy with
regard to these islands. My statement
on the last occasion is perfectly clear
and unambiguous. May ] repeat the
position?

We were informed in 1965 by the

Bince then, what has happened iz this.
The UK. Government has made an
ex-gratia payment of £3 million to
Mauritius for acquiring certain islands
belonging to Mauritius and they have
paid a sum of £1 million to Seychelles
islands for acquiring certain islands
belonging to the Seychelles, They
have given us a categoric assurance
that these islands
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that these
fslands.

The next thing that hapyened is
this. There is an agresmant betwesn
the United States and Great Britain
which entered lute on 18th
December 1908 by sxchange of notes
concerning the avallabllity for defende
purposss of these islands, nemely,

JUNE 5, 1967 Islands in Indiow Ocesr 3048
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Diego-Gerci and Chagos, which form
part of British Indisn Ocean Terri-
tories. Only recently, Mr.
the Defence Minister made an
announcement in the House of Com-
mons in response to a question in tha
British Parliament. Recently, about

;

purposes, Mr. Healey, Secreiary of
State said that no decision had yet
been taken by the Government an
whether any defence facilities were
to db. established at this place. He
said:

“The matter js under
consideration and I would expect

if I may say so with respect.

islands are in order to protect
Hong Kong and Aus
whom the United Kingd
defence agreements.

Our objection In this matter
There is a UN resolution
are a party that no
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buy a freehold or leasehold but you
cannot buy sovereign rights of a
country when that country is not
in & position to decide whether it is
is prepared to part with the soversi-
0ty over a part of its own territory.
That is our position. That is how the
matter stands.

Shri Nambiar: Will it not upset the

balance of power in the Indian Ocean
area? Is it not harmful to our de-
fence if a great power hag a military
base in an island which is so near to
us? Is it not {n the interest of our
national defence that we should point
it out, apart from the United Nations
decision or the charter?

Shri M. C. Chagia: Will my hon
friend realise that the United King-
dom has a defence agreement with
Australia and Malaysia and with
Hong Kong, and these islands are
necessary for her transit and staging
facilities and so they are carrying out
arrangements for that purpose.
are not establishing military bases;
they have given us a solemn assur-
ance that there is no intention what-
ever on the part of the United King-
dom o establish military bases.

Shei Jyotirmoy Bamn
Harbour):

tary base?

(Diamond
How do you define a mili-

%
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Shei M. C. Chagia: Well, a military
base is a military base.

Mr. Bpeaker: I do not think you
should attempt a definition of whate
ever it is. It may be dangerous to do
80. (Interruption) It is like what was
referred to in the morning.

Shri Jyotirmoy Basu: 200 years
ago, we had the same story of the
British, at the time of the Battle of
Plassey. Is it going to be repeated

before this country now?
Some Hon, Members rose—

Mr, Speaker: Order, order.

It we
commit ourselves on the floor of the
House, that would not bc proper. It
is not the Minister alone, but the

whole Houuse and whole country.
Therefore, we should not ask things
off-hand ana which will place Indlo

journedti.ll 11 Q’clock tomorrow.
1752 hra
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till

Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, June
8, 1087/Jyaistha 18, 1880 (Saka).



