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MR. SPEAKER : The result of the divi-
sion is as follows :
*Ayes: 195; +1Noes: 21
The motion was adopted,

MR, SPEAKER : The Houge will now
take up the food debate; we have still about
30 to 40 minutes.

16.55 Hes.

[Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER:  Order,
order, We have a half-hour discussion at
5.30. So, we have just about 35 minutes.

The House will now take up further
consideration .of the Motion regarding Food
Situatien in the country.

16.55% ‘Hrs.

MOTION RE. FOOD SITUATION IN
THE COUNTRY—Conid.

SHRI CHARANJIT RAI (Dausa) :
Sir, when I see this debate, I am reminded
of ‘mamy such debates held on the floor of
this House. Millions -of words have been
spoken on the subject and yet we are no-
where near solving this problem. Govern-
ment, on their part, have used many words,
particularly to score verbal triumphs over
the sceptics in this House and innocent
millions in India. They do not realise that
intellectual chauvinism does net butter any
breads or cook any cakes. They should
vealise & confess that there has been an
utter neglect of the food problem. They
must realise that this has been going on for
a long time and unless this is rectified,
people will have no food to eat. This can
only be remedied by looking at the hard
facts and by working hard on the farms.
not just talking and having debating points
in the House, I warn the Food Minister and
the Congress benches that if we do not
satisfy the food requirements of the mil-
lions of people, Goveroment will have no
power; their power will be destroyed and
I am afraid we might even destroy demo-
cracy. In that case, we will not be allow-
¢d 1o be here to have the luxury of scoring
chief debating points. The long queues at
ration shops, the reduction of the quota
of rations, the sudden scarcity and dis-
appearance of items of foodstuffs, the sky-
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rocketing prices, the looting of the grain
shops and railway wagons, the bandhs and
gheraos, the strikes, the look of despair in
the eyes of young and old—all these speak
more cloguently about the food situation
in the country than any statement of the
Food Minister,

16.57 Hrs,
[Surt C. K. BHATTACHARYYA In the Chair)

Let the treasury benches pot assume an
air of innocence and put the blame at the
door of droughts, Droughts have been
with us for centuries. Once in five years,
we have a dry season; once in ten years,
we have drought. This phenomenon has
occurred and must recur. Therefore, the
Government should not play this card too
much and put the blame on nature for
their own failure, India ha¢ been under
Congress rule for the last 20 years. After
partition, this problem of food shortage
came to the focus, The first plan was right-
ly oriented towards agriculiural production,
The agriculture production index which
stood at 95 in 1950-51 was increased to 115
in five years. The keynote of this policy
was to have stress on agriculture and not
on heavy industry, But in the second plan,
the stress was shifted from agriculture to
heavy industry. Then the rot occurred and
after a few intervals and breaks, this rot
has carried on. The Prime Minister has
recently done some heart-searching and she
has promised or given & hope to the hungry
millions who want food today and now the
hope of self-sufficiency in 1970-71. That
clearly shows that till that time we are
going to be short of food and it will have
to be made up by food imports. It is
a pity that our late Prime Minister, the
late father of the present Prime Minister,
did not give due importance to agriculture.
If he had done that we would have been
exporiing food by mow and our ecomomy
would have been on an even level without
the last year's sorrow. But let it go like that.
The country knows what the Congress is
a dying horse. One should not kick it
too much. I would just ask a question
from the Food Minister. 1 want to know
whether they have learned any lessons
from the past, whether they have sized
up the problem or they still wish to be

*Ayes: The name of one
tNoes: The name of one

Member could not be recorded.
Member could not be recorded.
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content with tha chorus of “bumper crop”
or a feeling of complacency that every-
thing is going to be all-right and we are
going 1o get through somehow.  Sir, I
make beld to affirm that Government has
not sized up the food problem.

17 Hgs,

SHRI ISHAQ SAMBHALI (Amroha):
Sir, there is no quorum,
MR, CHATRMAN:
may resume his seat.

Tung.

Now there is quorum, The hon. Mem-
ber may continue his speech.

SHRI CHARANIIT RAI: Sir, leaving
aside the Government benches, on a food
discussion like this, which is very impor-
tant to the mnation, we do not have a
quorum in the House. This is the interest
we all take in the food situation of the
country !

I was saying that the Government has
not sized up the problem ar all. What
we hear now is an estimate of the current
crop production, that it is supposed to be,
according to some, 90 million tons, accord-
ing to some others 95 million tons and
some people even put it as 100 million
tons. This talk of 100 million tons has
ushered a loose talk on the part of Gov-
ernment spokesmen that we have crossed
the difficulty, we have achieved a break-
through and we have now come very
near a situation where the food problem
will be ended and we will have plenty of
food. T would submit that this is ostrich-
like, putting one’s head in the sand., For
argument sake let us take the production
at 100 million toms, I say that
100 millon tons is not enough to feed
a population of 510 million. We will be
needing more when we consider the fact
that about ten per cent of the foodstoff
is destroved by discases. About one
million tons is lost in tramsit. The Go-
vernment would need about 7 million
tons to create a buffer stock. In other
words, these factors would make the gap
between supply and demand a yawn'ng
one rather than fulfilling the hope of
feeding the population. This i¢ the posi-
tion as it obtains today.

Let ns have a peep at 1970-71 when.
as our Prime Minister has stated, we will
he self-sufficient. By 1970-71 our popu-
lation will go up by 4 crores. Taking

The hon. Member
The Bell is being
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into consideration the fact of our tradi-
tional habit of storing for four months,
we will need a production of 138 million
tons. 1 would like to ask the hon, Food
Minister how on earth are they going to
produce 138 million tons by that time. Our
rate of increase of production has so far
been 2.5 per cent, In order to achieve
a target of 138 million tons, we will
need a rate of growth of about 14 per
cent. Would the Minister kindly tell the
House how would they reach this produc-
tion and how do they estimate that the

country would be self-sufficient by the
year 1970-717
The nation has ot live even beyond

that. The United States Science Advisory
Committee in a report about the world
food situation has stated that India would
require 187 million tons of foodgrains to
feed 850 million people in about 19 yea:s
time, that is, by 1986. There is also a
hint in the report that India will not be
able to produce her requirement by that
time. The-e will be a shortage of 42 millions
and we will have to import this food at a
cost of Rs. 2,200 crores. Will the Food
Minister tell this House how much truth
there is in this what prognosise and what
steps do they intend to take in order to
meet this dark foreboding ?

In my oplnion. the most important re-
quirement today is intensive cultivation.
‘Wherever we grow one or two crops we
should grow up to four crops, if possible
and this can be done. This is not impos-
sble at all. This 15 not wishful thinking.
The Japanese have done it in their own
country. They have also stiown it to us
here in our own country. By intensive
cultivation, by the application of science
and technology, they are giving wus this
example, and by precept, and by working
here, Nearer home, recently, the Conven-
tion of Progressive Farmers in Delhi de-
clared before the Prime Minister and the
Food M nister that the country can be
self-sufficient in one year, the key-note of
which was better seeds, intensive cultiva-
tion, more irrigation and such like inputs.

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam) : More
credit.

SHRI CHARANIJIT RAI: Of course,
Teking about seeds, the hybrids and new
strains of wheat, jowar, maize and the new
varieties of groundrut, linseed and mustard
have really revolutionised agricultural opera-
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tions, The Research Institute at Ludhiana
by their research enabled farmers and cul-
tivators to increase their production by 70
to ‘80 per cent and the administrators of
agriculture call these pew hybrids as their
lethal ammunition, The cultivators are vying
with each other to learn the intricacies
of multiple crops. These lessons are to be
learnt all over India so that by the use of
these seeds more and more production can
be done.

Regarding water, India has about 45
inches of rainfall, average., Most of the
water goes in the layers of the soil and
this makes it a very fine reservoir of water,
What is required iy that this prison of water
should be utilised to the maximum and for
this throughout the face of India tubewells
have to be dug. Here we must follow the
example of Bibar where in two years of
drought many more tubewells were sunk
than in all the three Plans put together,

Then I come to the irrigation system. We
have no doubt made some progress in the
last two decades in irrigation, yet we have
a long way to go. Out of 328 million acres
of cultivable land, only 60 million acres is
under irrigation. That is just about a per-
centage of 19. In this respect we have got
1o bridge the gap by a network of irrigation
projects, both minor and major, throughout
India. But what happens ? We have heard
on the floor of this House the Minister of
Irrigation and Power complaining all the
time about funds, It just shows that our
priorities have to be reshaped again drasti-
cally. For the sake of food production we
have got to provide more funds for irriga-
tion,

Talking of priorities, even the matter of
legislation on food, has' a back seat so far.
The Crop Insurance Bill has not come
before the House,

MR. CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
might conclude now,

SHRI CHARANIIT RAI : Another im-
portant factor I will just mention is fertili-
sers, The utility of fertilisers has been
very patent for a long time but the urgency
is recognised only now. [ would like to
tell the House that India is probably one
of the lowest fertiliser consuming countries
in the world. I will not compare the con-
sumption of fertilisers in India with that
of advanced Western countries or Japan
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but T would like to day that our consumption
per thousand hectares is one-fortieth of that
of UAR, The consumption of fertilisers in
UAR is 40 times that of India and of Ceylon
twenty times that of India. These are also
underdeveloped countries of the world. As
far as our production is concerned, the
target is 20 million tonnes. &

45%0

The problem before us is very grave.
I would request the Government and the
Foud Minister and this House to treat this
problem with the great seriousness which
it deserves, The Government must evolve
a national food plan because in the matter
of food there is no question of party ideolo-
gies, party discussions or party differences.
Everybody wants food, no matter which
party he belongs to and it is the responsibi-
lity of Government to see that food is
provided, In this House I would say that
all of us, we sitting in the Opposition also,
should break the party barriers for this
problem, It is our responsibility to see
that the policy evolved is one which can
provide food to the nation. If we do mot
do that, as I said earlier, if the people
remain hungry; we might lose democracy.
So, 1 would request the Food Minister kind-
ly to evolve a realistic, proper, pragmatic,
food policy beyond ideological feelings and
thoughts, and think of practical things how
we can produce food. If we do not do
that, again T warn that we might lose demo-
cracy itself.

oft Faom oifew (gaaarer) : awr-
afer wgtew, 2w 91 @ feafy & gu
A ¥ far 5w af ¥
@ A 1 90 60 99 F 99 wail
A aEm s A F framl
F gGATZ T ATEA § | T 3T AT
FTAF AT F 1970-71 q%F ATH-
frdc g sren ¥ fra fem g o
srenfrdar ¥ foo 12 w0 oF s
a7 § a7 FTF F7 7oy 7@ § | A T
IR AN AW Qo s I @ aAd
=gt IqA AT ATHAT AT T °qT |
e g agey, aff #Y awf s
¥ ST A Y TGN FTA F AT
@A AV FEHA A G /WA | FHOAw
TETEA & QST A feg 1d § sw A
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T Rwrerer wrfeer]
ATHTT q7 FLHT FHAIAE 37 ForAT
Far aft gt wwdt | wEroy gt ¥
ATAT § I A H IATH A HTRY
dITaR gR T wEe or afEw oF
qaf 787 & =gt oY s % SRR
5 Zrm @R v o fefemn v fiew
& fr gt A A A AN 2
Tafay TwEz F1 e @ ar Ty
7 7Y Erm | AR gafan agEA g
AIE T FY AT & 912§ geard
FIA FT AT T 9T A T GIT | TG
[ qWT I | aren-Frdar ¥ fag &
®E | 9 H srfas FearaT A FYFEAT
T A TES T gut gy e, Fv—
i, 94w, T, #fw & fog =
AT 3. wfw gar afe td wf s

o |

# o SHE 99 Y AgAQW UM F
TR H AT BT EAF ATHGT HAT ITEaT
g R fa s § a #
srgey Afg & g adr @ ? A awEe
mgdmm A Far A s g
Aife 7 @ sk o @ ;| A
wom e Fs@ s famN e,
o & fem &Y =8 @ | s orfsmmAe &
Y T FaT qreT A 75 T 79 I
F el A UF WU @ A
IaH aER AT Y g AN 5 omw
Y 1 FITA G I FT AT FIHFTHEY |
ATAFICE &1 A4l afew 99 # IHTe-
T WY E | T AE ¥ OF o e WY
TET T T galT | e A9y w1 e
HATS &1 ITed g+ & o Semee
w7 fafraa & afge | e o
s afoswr =1 fwm qea Frsem ot
g IS AFTT FT AT FWAT ZAI |
sra o & &g 9 ot aral
e TaET W SR o e el
FHIR FATET  ITTRGA I
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v Wi g W dx &
g wgw v g fFovw ow e
e wE g | U AIRE HHYO
3w X frgwr gaw s Afew wew
FHOA { A F ey Ag sWRE T
™ aga D TrsEror e fe
a1 fafeeen @ @

“In fixing prices, the cost of production
must be considered and, in fact, it should
be the basis for price fixation."

g AT T Y AW AT | O AT qE
ffg e ol o amnfa S
Hh W 9T AT gAY AfEw )
R e Wy Afy o g areee
AT STEFA "aTH ¥ fergr aman  dfe
gt Fat A adig qa=
# gfy & fad At s e Fraffer
frd @, gwrafa #gEy, oft day oy
Mg dar Aaafiwr g @
AT A F qHE 7 ATHH AT,
FF I e ge fraffasw &)
zq fagie o fegrmr @ : 9 7—

“On recommendation of the Agricul-
tural Prices Commission, the Government
of India announced for 1967 season con-
tinuation of the same minimum support
prices of paddy, wheat, bajra, jowar,
maize, gram and sugar cane which had
been announced for the year 1965-66
However, for 1967-68 season, the mini-
mum prices of these grains have been
raised.”

#waTefa AgrEa, 1965—66 § A1 WA
fratfe f5a a7 4, =& wm 33T
1966-67 # f5d § 19 iz & 1oT
Tgm g fF smggda & 1§ g
i adt ¥ ey wEwEfE
30 Wiae T gL OF HIT FY F1e< a7

€ 3, ¥ feam &1 2 g wEw
faiy

g TiEeaT wrea wataqT, faa #
garg Fwrgg faer v g, aww
e fram €1 [gra &= et framt
¥ fraes, 1 3 99 frara A qarE—
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et g 9 feama g =
av & fod ag o wgam & fr fred
qrer | St WTE 41, 99 ¥ F7W W fRae
1 27 91fgd 1 g ST 7 WF I T
¢ FE A ag mr g, Sfew feam &1
F AT 2, 39 F fod frama w1y
T —ag e wgar § fw frgsr wrer
¥ w9 a9 I oAIfgd | wEeAe A
foR & zo% a) # Fgdl g -
T 4—

“The Agricultural Prices Commission
has recommended prices which were
lower than the last year’s level in the
case of grains. As pointed out by the
Agricultural Prices Commission in a year
of good production should be lower than
a yca.r_ot drought. Government recog-
nizing the need to give such incentive as
possible to the producer had decided that

the prices for the current year should
not be below last year's level.

gy e o # oY ¥9w 491, IW F
A7 wrr grar arfed | ag % & fr awr
T &t feat & feafaeas &, s=i
T T faure femr ok @ R
gg a7F 1 g, 39 ¥ fram w1 dE
seR gl faerlt s age wer i 7,
g AF TG O, gW W W
TG I | FF A F AT A
faar mr, ag Fav fagr myr ?

MR. CHAIRMAN : The hon'ble Member
must conclude by 5.30:

SHRI DEORAO PATIL : I have given
my motion, my substitute motion, There-
fore, you should give me some more time.
¥ qi% faee § ST @ &1 w8 awa
g 1 # e § @ o el 7 s
& TR IR W o fee e
9 S 0

wwfs wgwew . aww aifedt ¥
w1 Ay T few g, i
waw e

it Trowr qifew : i 7y WY wTEaT
f TR mE;
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T At & T framt ¥ o s
T

T are 7 77w e g 5 a2t
TUHEE F AT SIS AT qrferdy TG
g e ¥ g ser-se arferst &,
FEI 9T 9w Awe ¥ foar 9 g,
FEI 9T THERAS TN &, @l ¢
FEEY SEIHE 6T 8, Fal 9
ARNET ST TN e—
(purchase to be made in ocpen market)
IR FIR T frard | wWIwF
fo#t sremT=3r=rT ST STeg W& ¢ |
A1 A ST AEERAE FT HTH FT Y
2, 3u & wrf dwmer arferft & 9T
zw g ¥ fafrwe wrE, F=rendy agw,
HIAGYET ST, FNE ATEH—T A F1E
iy % T g—TT T A HT§ |
o 31 598 #7 aft & g oY ag g fawiy
T TG §, BT T AT ATHE & AT
HA§ T T o T 8 AT orr fafe
wRE A E, T/ AR w2
T 99 FHI ¥ CIATIH I QT
St g—ag § TATT AT FHeT
WITT AEIeT, AT FHWE T g
AT F AT F 39 T agT TF AT
2 1 g aw faedard enfar wftaa £t
g 1 S X TR Y T v H
aAT 8, afer ofiFee W1 3=
Gl W A —ug S A
T e g |

T ferdreque # afeedt ot ager
T ¥ 1 aw g fife s e
2 TET FT WA FW §—F A g
fram Y s g77 freew fed,
TR 1y e w1 § s st
SURT ¥4 T ¥T —f a9y ¥
e  qifeEy qRrE e AT & |
e g e # e ey
TR TR T 9T I (A,
i T vy W ) &, AR
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[t erere arfem]

frdee #om RaT§ % 9@ 7% s
s #7 arw 7 afee @h, awaw

T ST ATe A TN Y B |
st fediegqvm 1% 7l —Frawy
AR S O 37T g S ey T
T 9 3 Anfgd—anvwt ag Aifq S
T8 2 1 7 87 1 W B AY §, ;T
v ot A § 1wy 7 Im § 5 7w
el S g, afe N TR
Zar &, e wifes et T
wh g, |WW T Mo d I AR
fory s ) W AW R, 9@ W
=g 39 e Y AT}, W ProE g am
T famar q— wwa g fr
et i ofEd® &0 Y '@ &

wivd 3w gam s feam i
SIRT ¥ ST ge 3 Afed A S
TAT 9 §, 39 F1 W F FetERS
FF TR 79 T A9 Afgd—aw
aF qg T GG ST A 3,
9 O ag WA g ) g | gafed
AE AT NG aifeEr dR
fecftequa wifeet & afedw &
g 1 o FeRfiee F1 ot Fa g,
T ¥ A g g e F fad
g7 s wEl § @ AT 30 wioww
waT & ol AT IR AT A
&, TR A FH T 9 A Faw S
) amara wgd § am { |Ed
Traferr sy foeam gom @, wafed fr agt
g gafen wage § A qa-fe@ &wr
WA &, A 78 F1E ArR1eA A 7 gwiAd
agt 9T ®9ed i a fea @,
afew gl ¥ ot i S g
¥ 70 wiowa S @R ww® T
frrg T ¥ W WO T sgaeT g
oo fel A v e g 6 e
framt Y sreeT e AT g AR A
8% W §, 7 & fag aoee g @
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EHT 19 49 wTw § I W AW 8,
T T AT F W THL A qrfest a7
7 grlY, T o 59 § w0 qu A
g

¥ et § for anft smur ovd &Y agw
gt &, 7o forlr F - sy et
§ FIT-ITR-TEY F A F, feeeq
FF M wgTmARATE |

ot iy 1w § I o F7 AW
73 frami &1 faem & 99 %7 7w 8T
feamY $1 7 faear & gafrgom &
qfEa® g =il | g fawrw
AT FT A FIA F JHFT AW BRE
s #t fawr @3 0 SfF -
tfcr aga & e agt & ot A o
¥\ qreAT #T s fae w3

0 A F ¥ A 9T qg Fg
e § fr o AT woETE AN
aaw  daq R Ifem  oiforfas
forsa =fg o
T T AT AT § o &Y WA /I
g FT T

oft e ofew : 3w e s
Fg FLH guTd &M | B faar &
14 & foe nfaer s 3 25 FA
Tt F1 sifeoa frar § e aga @
AQIT § | T FT T FUFT F
smafrwar 3 fgw | @A AvA
iz wifew ¥ it & 7% wgr gen
¥ i T8 O fan o A a7 X
firay S fgy ST oifeTiE F ot
Ak AR P g AwEmiE
9 R g Afas g 2 T afew
g & e #1

g fg T qo@w &1 9 femdie
& 72 5w %t 3o § aga g w1 8
T § Afew agt & ST SENTD AWE
T Ty TR WAl W QA H
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TGa ¥ § ¥afag ag w0 A 7 TG;
FAZ 1 & g frgmanr § awEC

ok

Hfr qwmfa Agiea, a9 e w8
T QRE AR g T Q@ §, TEfg
# AT afas 7 Fgd §T AT AT A
FAOTE A A9 F gHAR X0 § 6
A { qR A w7 q9g A
MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Ram Charan.
ofr v wow (gt ) : T AR,

MR, CHAIRMAN : He might resume his
speech tomorrow. We have a half an hour
discussion now. Shri Bhogendra Jha,

AN HON. MEMBER : He is gbeent.

MR. CHAIRMAN : He is absent,
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SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA
(Apand): In that case, may I request that
we continue the debate on the food situ-
ation ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: We

4598

will ad-

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA:
Why ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member
who has given notice of the half an hour
discussion is absent and there is nothing
on the agenda,

The House stands adjourned tll 11 A.M.
tomorrow.

17.32 Hgs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till eleven
of the clock on Tuesday, December §,

1967/ Agrahayana 14, 1889 (Saka).



