373  new Deputy Minister

(Introduction)

issue notices in the names of depositors of
silent (dead) accounts where complete
records are available and where the balance
is more than Rs. 100, requesting the de-
positors to revive their accounts,

12 Hms.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW DEPUTY
MINISTERS

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICA-
TIONS (DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH) :
T beg to introduce the three new Deputy
Ministers to you and to the House—Shri
Sidheshwar Prasad, Shri Jagannath Pahadia
and Chaudhuri Ram Sewak. (Inrerrup-
dions).
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MR. SPEAKER: 1 do not think you
are making a Ministry before the House
now! Let us go to the next item.

SHRI NATH PAI rose—

MR. SPEAKER : About what?

SHRI NATH PAI (Rajapur) : We are
seized of the matter that the Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs has been pleased to
introduce three of his new junior colleagues.
Normally we would have applauded be-
cause they are young, though for no other
reason, but knowing that this is a pre-
cautionary step, that this is not needed by
the requirements of the country, it is only
to prevent would-be defections that these
appointments have been made, may I ask
if the Government is going to be a large-
scale employment h ? We must
get a reply. Is the Government going to
be the biggest employment exchange in the
country 7
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to Swate (C.A.)

MR, SPEAKER : 1 do not think it is a
matter for discussion.

12.03 mms.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
FALure OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT TO
SuppLy FOODGRAINS TO DEFICIT STATES

1L SHRI A K. GOPALAN (Kasergod) : 1
call the atlention of the Minister of Food
and Agriculture, Community Development
and Co-operation to the following matter
of urgent public importance, and T request
that he make a statement thereon :

“The failure of the Central Govern-
ment to fulfil the promised commitments
of foodgrains supply to deficit States re-
sulting in  threatened break-down of
rationing in West Bengal and serious
scarcity conditions in Kerala and other
States.”

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : In making allocations for each
month, during the last week of the preced-
ing month, Government of India make an
estimate of the quantities that are likely
lo be available both from imports and in-
ternal sources and make allocations to the
deficit States accordingly. It often happens
that the availability during the month di-
ffers from the estimate made during the last
week of the preceding month. Sometimes
ships do not arrive on the scheduled dates.
At times there are difficulties in clearance
of foodgrains at ports due to several causes
like heavy rains and strikes. All this re-
sults in the supplies during the month not
being upto the allocations made. There
was dislocation in clearance and despatch
at the ports due to rains during the months
of August, September and October. As
against an allotment of 858 thousand
tonnes of foodgrains other than rice during
July, actual supplies were 784 thousand
tonnes. Similar figures for August, Sep-
tember and Oclober are as follows :—

(In 000 fonnes)

Month Allotment  Supplies
August 876 859
September . 880 806
October 883 801

It will thus be seen that the gap between
allocation and supplies has not besn very
wide during recent months,



