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COMMITTEE ON ABSENCE OF
MEMBERS FROM THE SITTINGS
OF THE HOUSE

THIRTEENTH REPORT

SHRIMATI SHARDA MUKERJEE
(Ratnagari): I beg to present the
Thirteenth Report of the Committee
on Absence of Members from the
sittings of the House.
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 1970-71—
contd.

MiNisTRY oF FoREIGN TRADE—contd.
SHRI SK. TAPURIAH (Pali): Mr.

Speaker, I continue from yesterday

and come to the subject of cotton
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textiles, The Ministry has in its re-
gort admitted that the textile in-
ustry is in a sorry mess. Produc-
tion has gone down; prices of cotton
have soared to skies and emergency
import of cotton has been resorted
to and the problem of sick mills con-
tinues to haunt us. I charge that this
Ministry and the office of the Textile
Commissioner have become helpless
captives in the hands of the ICMF
and the larger mill groups and the
policies of this Government are de-
signed to meet the needs of the
larger mills at the expense of smaller
mills the neglect of which continue
to inflate the list of sick mills, Gov-
ernment recently took a decision to
expedite the import of PL 480 cotton
to alleviate shortage in the country.
The entire quantity was allocated to
those mills which had lifted the long
staple cotton which is known as the
global cotton. Thus, bigger mills
which use long-staple cotton for the
manufacture of non-controlled variety
of superfine cloth, whose export is
negligible, were given more cotton
and the smaller units which use cent
per cent indigenous cotton and cater
to the needs of the masses by mak-
ing coarse and medium cloth and
add to our export effort were depriv-
ed of this cotton; it was for them
that this cotton was imported. This
policy showed that only a few per-
sons were being consulted by the
textile commissioner’s office and this
ministry, and every policy is design-
ed to cater to them while the smaller
units go on starving for the cotton.

SHRI R. K. BIRLA (Jhunjhunu):
Small scale sector too are starving,

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH : Smaller
units mean that...... (Interruptions)
In all fairness to the Government I
must admit that when I brought this
to the notice of the Minister he had
the policy revised and cotton to be
imported from now on would be
allocated on spindle basis.

Another point to ponder is why
only smaller mills have fallen sick
or closed down? Why is it that sick-
ness has not hit the bigger units?
The answer is that the Government
by its policies has put smaller units
and bigger units at par. Financial

urdens, excise duties, etc. are the



