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cial Assistance to the Freedom Fighters of
Goa Daman and Diu. An amount of Rs.
60 per month for the period of 5 years
from Ist June 1962 was sanctioned by the
Government of Maharashtra to his mother
Smt. Ramabai Vishnu Apte. The amount
of monthly pension has been enhanced to
Rs. 100/- per month from 1.5.1966 and
continued for her life. As regards Shri
Telo Mascranhas Rs. 2000 has been
sanctioned as lumpsum grant to his family
under the Financial Assistance Scheme to
the Freedom Fighters. Tn addition a
monthly pension of Rs. 60/- has also been
sanctioned to his family under the scheme.

{¢) Does not arise.

12.16 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

Reported Firing of Rockets by China from
Sinkiang into the Bay of Bengal
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THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
SWARAN SINGH!: Mr. Speaker, Sir
Government have received a report that
on 25th March, 1968, at about 2215 hrs.
a metallic object, conical in shape, 6 fi.
in diameter at the broader end and
approximately 3 ft in height, crashed at
Baltichaur, about 5 miles MNorth East of
Pokhra in North West Nepal. The object
‘made a crater of approximately 2 ft. at the
point of landing. Before crashing the
object was reported to be blauing bright,
flashing intermittently and the crash was
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followed by some thundering sound. Parts
of the object are also reported to have
been found at some distance in the
surrounding area.

The object in question has been taken
ioto possession by the Governmert of
Mepal and, presumably, they are examining
it.  Until more detailed information is
available, it is not possible to express a
definite opinion about the nature of the
object or as to whether it was a piece of a
rocket fired by the Chinese towards the
Bay of Bengal. Prime facie, the objects
found seem to be parts of a multistage
rocket. Government will endeavour to
obtain further detailed information with
regard to it.
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH i [ do not
think we can discuss during this call
attention notice the policy about the

development of nuclear energy for purposes
other than peaceful.

MR. SPEAKER : If a clarification is
pecessary, it can be given. No discussion
of major policy questions now.
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH : 1 do not
thiok the hon. Member seriously expects
me to disclose the preparations we make to
meet any threat from China or any of our
other potential enemies. This is a question
about the discovery of a certain piece,
prima facie. of a multi-stage rocket, in
Mepal. We cannot say that it is of Chinese
origin because at the present moment there
is nothing to indicate that it is even of
Chinese origin. So to open the whole
question of Chinese stratégy and what our
defences are is certainly not relevant to the
present question.
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH : It is not
a fact that we learnt about this enly when
this call attention notice was admitted.
We knew it soon afier, sométime towards
the end of March ; 1 cannot at the preseot
moment glve the exact date,

About the second gquestion, I havé no
information that the Nepal authorities
did oot permit the object to be photo-
graphed in WNepal. We mist, however,
bear this in mind that it will be entirely
for the Nepal Government to decide as
to whether they would permil aaybody to
phoiograph this er net er waat informatien
they would liked to give. 1 would make
an appeal to hon. meinbert that we shoold
oot dis¢uss it heére openly becduse we
should respect the national sovereignty of
aftother couhttry.

ot vy faemd : gw A wAErQ AT
wE g oA wfes & It # war
|RE?

SHRI BWARAN SINGH : You cannot
compel them to permit ws or any other
country to photograph this thing. Just
ax, 1 have ho  hesitation in sayipg, certin
parts of multi-stage rockets and in fact
materinl cjected by certain satellites have

graph them, whethet they are friendly or
afe opposed to Gs. So each country
decides for itself as to what it should do.
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MR. SPEAKER : He got the infor-
mation by the end of March.

SBHRI SWARAN SINGH : About the
other question as to whether this was a
multi-stage rocket being fired from
Sioklang 10 the Bay of Bengal, | have
already said in the main statement that
the material at present available is not
conclusive emough to give an opinion one
way or the other.
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH :
information.

I have no

12.25 hrs,
RE : MOTION OF PRIVILEGE

MR. SPEAKER : Sometime ago, 1
made a mention of a privilege motion
given notice of by Shri A. B. Vajpayee.
But yesterday it was raised by Shri Madhu
Limaye —it was not raised rather, it was
discussed for néatly an hour and a hall,

SHRI NATH PAI (Raj ;
discussed, ajapur) ;:  Neg



