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CALLING ATTENTION TOMATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

THE ALARMING SITUATION ARISING

OUT OF THE REPORTED HEAVY (ON-

CENTRATION OF ForeioN NavaL Forces
IN Inpiax Ocean
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
(SHRI L. N. MISHRA) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, Government are concernod at the
increasing presence of foreign naval
vessols in the Indian Qoean ares.
Government would like the Indian
Occan aren to remain frae of tensions
and a zono free of nucloar woapons.
Thiz view of Government has been
indicated on the Floor of this House
on oarlier occasions. As the Housn
knows, according to international prac-
tice, all Powers have the froedom to use
the higi seas,
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SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai) :
The Mauritius Primo Ministor must
be conpgratulated for attracting our
attention to the Indian Oceam. Wo ware
told on ths floar of the Housn that,
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[Shri Hem Barua)

when the vacuum in the Indian Ocean
is croated after the withdrawal of the
British power, no nation or nations
would be allowed to fill the vacuum.
Now the Chinose, the Pakistani and tho
Russian ships, navalerafts and sub-
marines are operating in the Indian
Ocoan. With the mounting of tension
in West Asia, the strategic importancoe
of the Indian Ocoan has grown. In this
context, may I know what steps
Government have taken to seo whether,
apart from Mauritius, thero are other
peace-loving countrios also for having
a poaco pact ir the defencoof the Indian
Ocean? If the Government do not pro-
pose this, may I know what steps
Government proposo 1o take to sec
that the Indian Ocean doos not hecome
a playground for intcrnational con-
spitacy and intrusion?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: I have also
every 1ospect for the Mauritius Prime
Minister and 1 will nlso congratulate
him. But I might men:tion here that wo
have besn aware of the situation from
before and wo have boan realising the
gravity of the situation ... (Interruption)

About nuclear tension, I havealready
said that we aro trying to see that
nuclear tension does not irorease. As
far other countries, I would not like to
mention the namos; we are talking
at diplomatic level with various count-
ries, and I may urge upon the Hon.
members to build up public opinion
which 1s very important. Wo bave to
build up public opinion and seo that
these big powers realiso what is our
(eoling.

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra):
Ask him, Sir, wherc is the Indian
Ocoan.

SHRI HEM BARUA : The Minister
has not replied to my question. He
has said that the nuclear potential in
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the Indian Ocoan has not inereased.
That means, tho nuclear potertial is
already there and that has not incroased.
I want to know the steps Government
propose to take to see that the Indian
Ocoan is not converted into a playground
of intornational conspiracy.

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: Sofar as
nuclear potential is concerned. .. (Inter-
ruptions), about the high seas we can
only persuade the big powers who are
trying to croate nuclear tension in the
area not to do so. I do not say whother
it is already thero or it is not already
there (Interruption). ... This area should
be freo from nueloar tonsion in any
caso.

SHRI HEM BARUA : I wanted to
know what stops have beon taken to
have the assistance of other peace-
loving nations for defonce or peace
pact.

SHRI L. N. MISHRA ; With like-
minded countries, we have taken up
the issue both at diplomatic level and
at other levols. We are trying to build
up public opinion on this,

SHRI PILOO MODY : What ar.- the
other levels?
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SHRI J. B. KERIPALANI (Guna) :
ﬁ’y dose not he say, ‘What can we
ot

SHRI PILOO MODY: Are you
trying for any co-operation?

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK (South

Delhi): He dose not want to mame
them.
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Reporr or UnecoNoMmic Braxcm
Lines CoMMITTEE

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
R, L. OHATURVEDI) : On behalf
of Shri Govinda Menon I beg to lay
on the Table a copy of the Report of
the Unaconommlag;mch Lines Cfom-
mittee, 1969, [P mLterry See
No. L.T.—2425/69]

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra) : Be-
fore you proceed further, I want to
remind you that I sent a calling atten-
tion notice to you this moming on the
firing in Porbandar.

MR. SPEAKER: I ocannot say
anything about the calling attention
which came to me this morning.

SHRI PILOO MODY : Will you
permit it, '‘Sir! The Central Govern-
ment is using ita police force all the
way in the West Coast. I think some
discussion in the House may be per-
mitted by you.



