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SHRI P. K. DEO: We “cannot parti-
cipate in the proceedings if it is disallo-
wed. Orissa demands steel plant; Orissa
demands steel plant,

12,00 hrs.

Shri P. K. Deo and some other
Members then left the Flouse.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kandragpara) : All that we want s 1o
have a discussion on this matter in the
House.

MR. SPEAKER : But that is not the

way.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY:
We hive given an adjourpment motion.
Either you admit the adjournment motion,
or you provide some time for n discussion
on this matter.

MR. SPEAKER : The next item is the
Csll Attention Notice. Let it be disposed
of. Shri &, K, Tapuriah.

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL (Chandi-
garh) : Sir, mey 1 reQuest you. 1o
felicitate our wrestlers who have retrieved
the honour of our country by winning a
gold medal ? 1 want the House, through
you, Sir, to felicitate the wréstlers,
(Interrnuption)

qeTW  WERW : Azt i Y A¥
agRAA 0AT

SHR1 S. K. TAPURIAH (Pali): 1
will have to learn wrestling if this conti-
nues in this way. ‘

MR. SPEAKER : You are all old
rorliamentarians, very learned peaple.
There is a way of doing things. There is
a procedure for that, 1 hope nobody will

disturb now,
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12,01 brs.

CALLING ATTENTION T0O MATTER.
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE -
RE. DEVASTATING FLOODS IN
ALAKNANDA

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH (Pali): 1
call the attention of the Minister of Irri-
gation and Power to the following matter
of urgent public importance and 1 request
that he may make a statement thereon :—

“The devestating floods in Alak-
nanda washing away about 200 per-
sons and Several buses, taxis and
Army trucks.”

THE MINISTER .OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): Heavy
rains occurred in Western Himalayas on
20th July, 1970. Joshimath recorded 22 cm.
of rain during 24 hours ending at 03.30 AM
on 21st July, In consequence, there were
flashy floods in the River Alaknanda and
its tributaries. There were also a number
of landslides leading to blockages in the
main river and also in some of its tribu-
tarries specially the Pathalaganga one
mile upstream of Belakuchi. These block-
ages suddenly gave woy resulting in a
Yuick rise in the level of the river Alak.
nanda at about 7 PM on  20th July, 1970,
The watcer rose by about 15 metres above
the road level rear Belakuchi. 1In this
reach, the joud level is only about 15
metres above the river bed. The sudden
abnormal rise of water level cogulfed and
washed away a large number of vehicles—
13 buses, 5 taxis, 6 trucks and' one army
vehicle totaling 25 vehicles—irapped on
the ruad neer Belakuchi. In addition, a
number of bridge were also washed away
leading to the disruption of traffic especi-
ally between Pipalkoti and Joshimath,

Birahi Ganga is a tributary joining
on the left side of the river Alaknanda
about 10 km. ujstream of Chamoli, On
this tributury Birahi Ganga, there has been
a lake known as Gohana Lake 24 km. from
the road. This is not a natural Jake but
was formed in 1893 by landslides blocking
the steam. The bund so formed was
stated tu be 275 m, high and completely
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stopped the waters of Birahi Ganga from
flowing. Subsequently, there was a slip
in the bund and the bund was got reduced
1o about half its height. This year, Birahi
Ganga in the upper reaches brought down
considerable debris along which got depo-
sited into the luke, thereby causing over.
flow into the Birahi Ganga downstream,
This added to the floods in the Alaknanda.

Ahu;ll 420 people were stated to be
travelling in the vehicles but fortunately,

the locul people of Belakuchi warned
them of the rising water level. People
left the vehicleswand began 1o climb the

hills for sufety. In allempling 1o escape,
about 29 of the pilgrims held up near
Belakuchi, lost their lives. There would
have, been far greater loss of life but for
the timely warning given by the local
people at Belakuchi. This information
is based on reports received from the
State Government, 1 have sent a Chief
Engineer of the Central Water & Power
Commission 1o ascertain  further details

and report.

Besides the tragic event mentioned
earlier, the floods caused severe damage
to Risikesh-Badrinath road and bridges.
Telephone and telegraphic communications
were disrupted. Due to house collapses
and laodslides, 23 people diad in Chamoli
District (including a driver and a worker
who lost their lives during rescue opera-
tions), Preliminary assessments indicate
that damage t0 houses and property may
be of the order of Rs. 24 lakhs and damage
to public wiilities about Rs, 44 lakhs. The
exact damage to house, public utilities etc.
are being assessed by the Staie Govern-
ment.

Relief and rescue operations are in
full swing. 730 persons stranded at various
places have been transhipped. The
Collectors have been authorised tu pay
10 needy persons fares to enable them 1o
reach home. Housing building subsidies
and house building tactavis are being
distributed. 1000 blankets have been sent
for distribution to the needy.

Additional funds of rupees two lakhs
have been placad at the disposal of the
Collector by the Srate Government for
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relief work in Chamoli District. Th®
Prime Minister has also sent Rs, 50,000/-
to the State  Government from the Prime
Minister’s Relief Fund.

SHRI. 5. K. TAPURIAH : This is
indeed 8 very tragic incident, We are
all sorry that some pilgrims have died in
a very unfortunate manner and probably
because of cerlain lapses on the part of
the administration they had in this unfor-
tunate maner, to meet their maker,

~In the longish statements of the
Minister, as you might have wvoursell no-
ticed, excepting that it tries to place the
blame entirely on nature, the rainfall and
on the breach in the bund, it does not give
any other information as to what precau-
tionary measures could have heen taken,
what machinery was available there and
whether there was communication to the
trafic that was coming there and what
steps they could have taken to keep the
people away. May I know, Sir, whether
the rainfall of 22 centimeters as the
Minister said, was abnormal. Did this
area in the rast also have this sort of
rainfall ? Was this rainfall of 22 centi.
meteres in a day enough to make up a
15 metres rise in the river at that place ?
What was the past record and whether
this has Jed to this sort of rise in the
water 7 When he says about the breach
in the bund, again a Question cOmes,
since it has started breaking the bund, as
the statement says, what steps were taken
to restore it or 1o divert the water in case
such overflow takes place.

Till a few years ago this area was
only of pilgrimage importance. But ever
since the Chinese invasion this has been
considered a strategic area and our prepa-
rations both by the Border Roads Organi-
zation and the Border Sccurity Force have
increased, May 1 know when the Govern-
ment claim that such improvements have
the communi-
cation facilities in that area were so bad ?
Why was mnot the advance flood warning
system not used 7 If you will remember,
Sir, when the Prime Mipister made a
statement on.the incident, she hersell said
that she hoped that the death toll would
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[Shri S. K. Tupuriah]

not be as bad or as high as the reports
were pouring in at that time, If the com-
munication system to the Prime Minister
is so weak, can you imagine what can be
the information that went to the relatives
and other people travelling in that area ?
May I know from the hon Minister whe-
ther the rainfall was abnormal, whether it
was enough to give a 15 metres rise at
that particular level and whether the flood
warning sysitem exisied there and whether
it was used or not? What were the
communication facilities and would they
set up &8 commission to investigate all these
matters pertaining to the advance warning
system and the communication system in
that strategic area 7

DR. K. L. RAO: 1 submit that be-
tween Chamoli and Badrinath, a distance
of 60 miles the road is to rise from 7000
ft. This portion of the road from Rishi-
kesh to Badrineth has always given tro-
uble. It is understandnble that from
Chamoli to Joshimath, a 30 - miles distance,
the road alignment does not seem to be
very satisfactory because the road, as
said, has 10 climb very steeply. Now the
question the hon. Member has asked and
which 1 myself was thinking over, was
that 22 centimetres or 10 inches rainfall in
one day really is not much in these moun-
tain regions. But 1 am making further
inquiries. 1 undersiand that there was
no rainfall on the 19th, There was no
rainfall on the 21st. All this rainfall has
occurred on the 20th and from inguiries 1
have made, 1 understand that the rainfall
siarted at 3 p. m, and then went on and
the whole thing concentrated in a few
hours 0 that all this 22 centimetres or 10
inches of cainfall as 1 mentioned seems to
have ocurred at much lesser period of
time. The information I have given is
from the Metereological Department which
gives 24 hours reading. My fear is that
there must have been a very heavy concen=
tration of rainfall in that small period of a
few hours, So, it is that difficulties must
"have come in this unstable place. The
unstable portion between Rishikesh and
Badrinath is within 60 miles. The road
between Chamoli and Joshimeath is 13
miles. That is the most dengerous place.
It is in that place that all these slides
have occurred.
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There is one more point that T wis
10 submit, There are two traffic contro
points, one at Joshimath and the other
at Chamoli, Now, at Joshimath,
there was no flood as such, It is very
interesting to note that. The road bridge,
at Vishnuprayag and bridge at Joshimath
have not been damaged. All the damages
have happened between Joshimath and
Chamoli. All these damages have occured
beyond Joshimath, Joshimath is the traffic
control point; the next comtrol point
is the one at Chamoli. The troubles started
at 3 O'clock in the afternoon and till then
the traffic was not obstructed; the traffic
was allowed to go on. Anyway, what |
submit i<, all these are subject-matters of
the enquiry. T have sent one officer and
similarly, | understand, the Border Roads
people are making all sorts of enquiries;
but, it seems to me, thers has not been any
human failing in this matter. All these
things have come out rather very suddenly
in this particular region between Joshi-
math and Belakuchi.

As regards the other Qquestion about
flood warning, as 1 submitted, it

is not
possible to give soch warning in  that
region. It is a very narrow region. The

whole events have occurred in such a
short time; it is mnot really a Ques-
tion of too much cf a flood, as such, The
flood in Alaknanda is much below the
maximum flood; that is the river expe-
rience we have got. We only recorded &
flood of 2.25 lakh cusecs against 4 lakh
cusecs that it was having as a maximum
flood before. So, it is not an extraordi-
nary flood as such. What has happened
there is this, It is an unstable region,
Lot of debris and rocks flowed down and
blocked the river and raised the water
level. Then after some time the water
was coming out and broke the barrier and
resulted in high wave of flood,

At Belakuchi the road level isat a
very low level. Generally Alaknanda
river goes very deep; but at Belakuchi it
is only 50 feet above the river-bed. And,
it is when the water level rose to 100
feet, all the damage occured.

I would submit that the question of
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Commission and all that will arise after
the present investigations are over.

st IR JaE grRa  (JUAA)
e HERA, T AM L AW A F4 A
FE AITEA AT W & WX FET
LA A q@ TFA F1 FTH qZ7 987 7
T ow@ g T A AT A et
&1 a1z f w2 5 oA gw@ar W
TR I T4 AfFq ot AqF qwT
o E, OF F @3 AL, § AIAR WA
1 mmm, fryg, 317 Bw A @A
FME 9T TA qA AT a1g § Aral £ A8
®qU FT JEAE ZAT, AN T A TE
AT A JAFFT | WA F AGAC
gay afz aw ¥ A gAErea & el
vavar WA g € &, savar fare af ¥
w Wi ® 3fe ¥ @y gn § 7€ ww
weAl & AT AEAT § |

R Fawal & ag@aTdag
fe wigm Wa ¥ 1z am ¥ 7g feaf
wWET gE A F wAm wrgwm F feowar
Tt g W wrg § M W@ gwd wig
g ave aqm & & Mg ad @ afew
At 7 & a@rA HT AT AT G A WEA
T TAICE & FHIWT & 797 W I9 T8 &F
TAT A4 Tg AHAFX A1F ATE M THA U@l
s swrfam go ? wey T § e ey
% oF gaAre Al ' oord  af o
ot Ia% g wisd @ wd o
A Ad w1 qgE dT EAEE FFW
A ¥ gg g wE, Tg AW Ag A
wmay? s wr ag A ag & ag
1962 ¥ agi & &1l 7, wafs @H ¥gA
T QT &F AT qT AT TART & A,
A agl & wiwwrfedl &1 @ W a9
72 faar a1 fF wrT 38F g F WA
& femr mar @ qF wEeAw A

(SAKA)
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fradr 7 agtas f& a9 ang fawr®
woest 7 o whewfedl #1 @ aa A
g A dr) afgagafr g O fex @
wiq wfgwrdt § aifs =% fadare § ok
fa=ir gasr Fawm @ fFar ?

FA2 9z Fg1 AT 2 IF o wAw<
a8 A § g A feafy dar gd
¥ s vgan g T for e Mg W=
w1 fwim wrsfes g0 3 @ war, d9
TATEE & Q14U A1 39 g e arfonr
gt sz za g fey feadl aifem
FER 7 mavamk o arfem g€ & av
a1 & gt & 41 feg 39 a1y wad #1
femmr & w& Frardt sg=edr agt g
g ? '

fET &7 1962 ¥ 3@ gtk & q¥EI
w1 faafw g o 9@ qew w1 ol
W a & e 3 o s @
Ot agt & F ¥ qavay fr gq qEE @y
arar sfam adf 2 afer wmafea @ Wlx
[ WAFT A gI, WIS w1
T1E WA FT@IW G2 P AAAM-RT A
TR ?

W ¥ & ag amar avgan g s qadr
T w@FT A1 7 A Ay Mfeq go § 7
FT FRIAAMG IENT G 7 fwaw
fzar &, e o w1 & frar & s gaay
THAT FAT & 7 W1 o W ot W
g asir g & s st faammra
feafa ama 2 @ & swT gwawT 5
F faq o ot sqaeqr #Y v § ?

DR. K. L RAO: It is not possible
10 say by what time India can be saved
from the damages due to floods, because
this couniry has been blessed with a large
number of rivers and it is impossible to
say that the floods will be overcome by
any agency possible. All that we can dy
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is 10 try to reduce the effects of these
demages and that is what is being done.
‘We have nearly saved one fourth of the
dumages that were occurring  earlier, It
will take muny more years before a very
effective impact can  be felt in the matter
of protection from Mond damages.

Regarding the Gohana luke, as the
hon, Member has gaid, it is true that
this lake was formed omly in 1893 and it
is a source of danger. But from the
inquiries that 1 have made 1 understand
that this lake has not been breached.
From the tentative studies that have been
madé 1 find that it had been silted up.
The silt and debris flowed into the lake
and it silted up and thereby the water
level rose up and then the water over
flowed the banks. That is what has happe-
ned. If it had really breached, it would
have been far more disastrous in the
Chamoli area.

Also, in this occurrence, it will be
noticed that Belakuchi is, a point  which
is much higher up the river than the con-
fluemee of : the Gohana lake, that is, the
place where the waters of Gohana lake
come and join Alaknanda. Therefore, any
kind of Gohana flood would not have
affected the conditions at  Belakuchi, the
place of tragedy. As regards Badrinath,
as the hon. Member has said, there it is
due to another stream which is called the
Patalganga. That seems to be the muin
source of trouble,

Also, 1 agree with the hon. Member
that the alignment in this portion of the
road from Chamoli to Badrinath, especi-
ally from Chamoli to Joshimath, re-
quires re-thinking and realigninent. 1Tt is
running in a very daugerous way., From
the difficulties and the experience that we
have had we find that thiere have been a
1ot of hillslides inh that arza. Since it is
a place where pilgrims are going and they
are using that road, it is necessary for us
to see that that road is properly re-aligned.
1 think we shall take necessary steps to
consult the geologists and frame the data
<0 that we could take the rosd and the
bridge through an area where the hillslides

~will cause the least dumage.
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ot TT ATE arAL AT TR A
A1 qIrAar A1 & 7

DR. K. L. RAO : All the help that is
necassary is being givan by the collectors,
They huve been authorised to make relief
available very libernily and 1 think they
have been giving lairly 1iberal help,

SHRI RAM SEVAK YADAV : What
amount ?

it @taow dWG (FTa)
geqax oY, fzqrar Y sqemer § A7 F
RO A gAm 3Teas gf oAE Haq #
weft wAT 7 A qersT faar TR qad
F AR H ATAT WP AT I g7 qra
A AFE 41 a1 g 5 qgw o Aq
1893 ¥ fazdr adt &, &t Wa 2 &%
AT LT ¥ FQT 05 arg wrd @ 6w
& Tz A 7% wrd Ffww awe A
geddl & arq 3qF gEEar fwar ar
M gad # @ ST Ag af 4r ?
# waa wgm § &5 agt A ach
g7 7 37 ailAGl w1 AW F g
fefezez wiwesz & qru ar 99T w2w
(T A q@F 9T AN qeafeam sqaeqr g,
i 8, IR #H @ ag A
SR Atat & @ ar gt ?

@lamagd F . arft 7g
7% g1 St AF qgi 93 TAT § A8 N4 W}
IH ACH AT A GE & E, A
w@did § fawdr g, 37 W § aer
waT g1 & aAw =g g e
AT w7 qF I@ T3 ¥ weq A, Fraw
atr weft @@ eivde 0¥ gu § W fead
il Y wre ¥ wdft aw feAts qgerd
g

DR. K. L. RAO : The figures I' Lave
given are based on enQuiries made and
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reports received. More detailed figures
will have to await further investigation.

Regarding the other duestions, I have
already answered that it is not the flood
in the Birahi Ganga that is responsible in
the present case. It is the land-slide in
the tributaries higher up of the Birahi
Ganga that has been responsible for this.
There was flood in the Birahi Ganga in
1893, but this year 1 do not think there
has been any trouble from it except by
the filling up of the lake and overflow of

the water.

ot siteey Mae ;. Axgs WEIEd, 20
gearE A wEEAE A § @ e
giem gk & 9@ ¥ ot wid grfa g
g ¥ w7 ¥ @ @ amfw &1 gl
¥ g7 H g @ fwd 30 ¥ s07
I qT @| ag i W5 wraa HfiEw
ot ag a7 | & ag W ave faenar A
f& o qfzsT & WMFEW F+x WA
Wa @ ag wt gar ¥ fam mz @ i,
gizFi & oAl 1§ mERm &1 2
ol gt T a9 AN § | AR T W A1
w uuw femr &2 5 mg faeno f5
gazr Raw sgfa @1 gEw @
ok felt g waar fedt goqr ar
fdt aufer #r za # FE W TE
ar | & g7 & qgw wgw f fE osar ag
aeg @ & fr 20 gonf @At Q%
AATATIIMA ¥ 2% FATET I Tg AWML
wgigr war ar & F7e Tgrel 0T @ aga
wfus aaf gf & 30 & 117 HITATA WA
amr @ afz g a1 Fa7 39 AW UL
griaedeE 7w faafad 7 w1€ sdamg
7 war I g IAAIG T WA
% ¥ 9% ©F 1% 9 IW q¥F FI @
& % foo w16 o goTay a1 wREIA 39
arfxai = @ arg # $1§ gaa A fx
IAET TG T AT FAETF & T ORI A
Fa woAl WIT e fah g & aq-
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arar agar g B faent # o grman
aeaTe qEadE ot fF gezar & awa agr
T ANz § IFN qasrar fw agt ¥ 9@
ai avfrat & o7 agt & gy e A o
aarare fair & ag faage fam § o7 wiwel
oI 39 qedi § AfF a3 F7 7w
FW &1 ar & g qu S@m g v 20
IATE N AFIT T T TATATT AITET
Az srdargdwa & Eramdz A s @
Tar A IFA @ qdaTg ¥ 9 S
A% A1 A ¥4I q@0 FIT W< artrg)
# q@ v 41 Aff & fe IAwr agi
T @AM g ! sA & faqg #r€
grazdfes saaeqr 41 aZf #) wf ?

T & Wq-Aq A a5 0 JEAT Argaw
g o qardl & speat @i o q7 wew g
g aer ot 99 &1 fagewm fear sav g
ot gw A 2t fs ammizar mfxar
TEAT AT qqZ R T AX GG, FOC
T 12 a5 TgF1, FTU A4 6§ I AW
g WiT WhaT Jeqr WA 1 IEEr g
" &1 vaeq ag & & orfral & qrg s
graran ¥E9 F 93q07 a9ty gy war
T IF W UST T WA § FFE fwar
g wt gaar &t o | afge @ fs afz
=% aR ¥ w9 Ffawa ar  gaearady
na&zT & dga wW FXEN A1 §E qeq
ATdT | a7 qg ¥ A A s w9z Ew
Favaey ¥ whewr gazAr gE ot I@ @
qe § TNE @® w1 qry gurare 3w
Fiawm & f27 7 1 &Y 70 g7 A0 aral €
At #f wgtza wuAT P F1 A W)
# e Aar wgm ard aEl w5
fraam &0 amr i af\ @i 93
qr a1 74 ? sqr w1 oar sgfem Wyl
9T ®YqE gr 1 3fz g a1, wmr e e
q7 quar & o) ?

& Wi Swarg (e 20 gar &
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[ sfr=er Maa )

T 9 qg FASAT S § o IF 7 Fw-
w1t Ueal qT 22 arle &) wyav §, 21
e ® ag WA ¥4 AL A 7 5q
T w9 i 9YE § e & E At
Ueqt & ar 2w w3 F arq g9 IAF!
o s fear onan @ afew ag
guear g€ 20 g W), 20 ;AT F Wi
21 ard® ' Heat ar 98 F1 §f qur-
qrT A waAr W Weat ar wER 22
@ T wEr AT 23 A ) R
™ ¥ 9w Wmm gHedr 1 g
BT | Hama wigarg 5 w8 # A
fasrmr gwi @ g@ qwm &1 W ¥ A
Iay marfaal w1 gara 8@ § I W
w1 st § 7w @l fawfad § sfroq
o TS Owe % ag 39T Wi AW
wTX H g §? wwr WY ag qamw faa
ar & fs 500 ¥ wiww art st o) agi
97 % ET §, A® IT @AAT® AW A
Az gq ¥ A 37 K a=wvy & fag @ewt
! aTE ¥ w71 sqaweqr § 7 %ar @ wiEd
atsc vqwEfs feay An Al fs
adt aF "y g § 7

JULY 28,

FET AW G A A A1 AT FT
AT AN Y ST IT AR
fas oY aarAs At & foir 7 wYe <aar o
gt feq ¥ wlT sam 7z Fa0mm fs
6 ®0g sTar A Agi * g faraw
W q37{ FAF § Ao afgr A qn
1T |EEIT a8 A4 qarTar 3 & fan
Aarz § #aifs gl goETT & O & A9
M 2 fs 3@ @ owA mT 9®
g a4 sk g@ama & wiwdl ® A%
T IH |,

z® & wfafesm & ag sFar amgar
fear &vrza gizar & afmosr gr 2,
W1 WIT 37 FT GIF TEAT @ § Wm0
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A9 37 & faq w#a  wrawgw sqatqr 8T
wE?

w:g # & ag qugT wigar g fv I
SAW A EXF A FArD AT /TR A
agraar wkft § 14 qAf & A &
any e ardlg  aTHrT T dT W
T & IR Af @ awi, ag
T K AE ¥ aAF wngx @ oW\
ag §a1 71 AT J graar ay X & fag
da g ? Hag'm fe 7 w7 @R weAd
&7 IAL ARAIT T 73T 3 |

DR. K. L. RAO : | have already sub-
miited that according to the information
that 1 have, Gohana Lake has not brea-
ched this year.

The other point is about the traffic
control points. 1 have already submitted
that there are two traffic control points
on this road, one at Joshi Mutt and the
other 30 miles down steam at Chemoli.
1 have also submiltied that there has been
no flood in the Alaknanda at Joshi Mutt.
Where the Birahi Ganga joins the
Alaknanda, the bridge is perfectly safe.
There does not seen to be any abnormal
flood at that place. So, there is no reason
for obsiructing the returning traffic. The
tragedy has occurred mosily to the return-
ing traffic from Badrinath, and there was no
reason for the obsruction of the return-
ing trafic at Joshi Mutt, The next con-
trol point is at Chamoli. The whole
tragedy has occurred between Chamoli
and Joshi Mutt.

Regarding the duestion of relief, the
relief measures that 1 have described arc
being wvery well organised. [t is true
that the U.P. Government has stated
that a number of bridges in the flood
arca have been washed away and that the
Central Government must assist  them 1o
restore  those bridges.  That is  quite
correct, When the whole report is mad:
out, | am sure the Central -Government -
will give it careful consideration and
assist the U.P. Government.

SHRI DEVINDER SINGH GARCHA
(Ludhiana) : Nothing much acwnlly 1g.
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mains to be done just now. Nevertheless,
I notice from the Minister's statement
that there is & tendency to avoid the guilt
to be laid on the door of the authorities
which were actually responsible for
safeguarding the embankments of the
Gohana Lake. Eye witness accounts say
that at present there is no Gohana Lake
in existence. The entire thing has been
drained out over the area affected by the
floods, The lake, as has been said, was
formed in 1891, and it has been, since,
then, a source of constant trouble to the
people in that area, A number of times
it has been responsible for miner floods,
but it appears to me that either no perma-
nent arrangements existed for safeguard-
ing its embankments or theSe measures
were inadequate, | want 10 know what
those measnres are and whether any per-
manent measures existed ? Who were
the persons responsible for safeguarding
their safety and would the State Govern-
be taking any action against these persons
who did not safeguard the embankments?
Would the Government léarn a lesson
from this and institute a geoeral survey
of such risky areas which are responsible
for such ghestly tragedies again and
again ?

DR. K. L, RAO : 1 submitted already
that the road between Chamoli and
Badrinath requires to he looked inlo as
the ground seems to be affected by fre.
quent land slides and the road has tuo go
in sixty miles a height of 7,000 feet.
Therefore, it requires to be looked into.
| shall pass on the request {o the Geolo-
gical Survey of India to see if they could
undertake a survey of this tract for
realignment of the road.

12.¥1 hrs.
RE : BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

SHRI S. M. BANERIEE (Kanpur) :
I have to say something about the Order
Paper. We expected yesterday and today
also that the Minister of Rehabilitation
would make some statement on the Seri-
nus problem arising out of the mass exodus
of minorities from East Pakistan. It is
surprising he has not done s0. The other
House has discussed it Yesterday. [ re-
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quest you to ask the Minister to make &
statement today and give us a chance to
to discuss the entire matter, .. .(/nierrup-
tions)

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar) :
We should discuss the agreement that has
been entered into between India and
Pakistan. This Government has proved
totally ineffective in that regard.

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK (South
Delhi) ¢ The exodus of minorites from
East Pakistan is a serious matter. We
have given a motion for adjournment and
we must get an opportunity to discuss
this matter., This cannot be brushed
aside.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Maogaldai) :
I submitted on adjournment motion on
the Assam floods ; they are a regular fea-
ture every year and this time also there
are floods so. What happened ? The
Minister and some experts went to the
United States 1o study flood ceontrol
measures in relation to Mississipi. He has
come back but he has pot done anything.
An expert came from the United States
to advise us but nothing has been done,,,
(Interruptions) On the foor of this
House, two years ago the hop, Minister
made a statement that dams would be
constructed in the Brahmaputra ; no such
flood control measures had been taken,,,
(Interruptions.)

MR, SPEAKER : Order, Order, Please
resume Your seat,

MR. HEM BARUA : Two Ministers
are going to Gauvhati from Delhi ?
What are they going to do there ? The
money Spent on them could have been
given to poor farmers in the Villages.
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