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in answer to para (c) and (d) of the Question
No. 3911 on .:4-3-70 below K. R. Steel
Union Pvt. Ltd.. West Bengal allocation of
export quota to Mjs. K. R. Steel Union
Pvt.,, West Bengal had been indicated as
12,000 tonnes per month from February, 69
to July, 69, including 1,250 tonnes for wire
rods.” I would like 1 poin. out that it
should read as “2,000 tonnes per month
from February, 69 to July, 69 including 1,250
tonnes of heavier billets (125 mm) ™

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

Reported Misappropriation of Money
at the London Branch of the
Central Baok of India

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam) : |
call the attection of the Minister of Finance
to the following matier of urgent public
importance and request that he may make
a statement thereon :

“Reported misappropriation of more
than £1.2 million at the London Branoch
of the Central Bank of India and the
action taken by the Government in this
regard.”

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHR1 P.C.
SETHI) : Sir, the following particulars have
been ascertained from the Central Bank of
India regarding the case of suspected fraud at
their Lundon Office.

Arising out of certain irregularities
noticed in the working of the London Branch
of the Central Bank of India the bank
arranged for a special audit of the London
Branch by deputing a special officer to
London on 23rd September, 1969. Later in
March 1970, the General Manager of the
bank was scnt to London to look inte some
of the irregularities in some accounts of the
London office, The General Manager
relieved the London Manager, Shn Sami J.
Patel of his duties which were handed ower
to another officer Shri Khalifa. On 15th
April, 1970, the London Office of Central
Bank of India received & telex message from
the Sloman Bank, Hamburg requesting
confirmation from the baok regarding an

irrevocable guarntee covering ten bills of
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exchange for a tot:] sum of D.M. 2,000,000
supposed to have been drawn by Mcntex
Limited, London on C. Ramon & Co. Ltd,
London. The London Oflice of the bank
contacted Mr. C. M. 3hah of Montex
Limited who denied having drawn those
bills. On 16th April, 1970, the London
Office of the bank sent a telex to Sloman
Bank denyirg having issued any such
guarantee and requesting them to despatch
to them photostat copies of documents and
bills referrad te by them and also to exercise
caution. On the same day, the Sloman
Bank informedi the London office of the
Central Bank of India that the ten bills of
exchange with the bank’'s guarantee were
presented to them for discount by Mr, Mario
di Races of Mis L. Behrens and Sohne,
Hamburg, private bankers. The letter of
guarantee bore the signature of Mr. S, J.
Patel as Manager and Mr. Hanpa as the
Accountant. According to the Central
Rank of India. Mr. Hanna wa: a Junior
Clerk in the bank and was not authorised by
the bank to execule any documents on
behalf of the bunk, Nor were any of these
puarantees registered in the books of the
bank. The bank has, therefore, surmised
that the ten bills of c¢xchange and the
guarantec letter are forged documents, On
the 17th April, 1970 the Auditor of the Bank,
Mr, Mistry accompanied by Mr. Shah who
was supposed to have drawn all the ten bills
of exchange on behalf of Montex, called at
the office of 1he Sloman Bauk, Hamburg,
where thev were shown photostat copies of
the letters signed by Mr. Patel confirming
that the acceptors of the bills main-
tained an external account with the London
Branch of the Central Bank of India, with
the permission of the Bank of England which,
however, according to the Central Bank of
India was not correct. Mr. Patel is pur-
ported to have written a letter forwarding
specimen signatures of the officers of the
bank authorised to sign on its behaif. In
this list of signatures, Mr. Hanna's name
had mot been included, but Mr. Patel is
purperied to have written another letter
advising the foreign correspondents of the
bank, of the appointment of Mr. Hanna as
iocharge of foreign business and is also
alleged to have auth d his signat

The photostats of the original letters of
gueranice bear the date 26th March, 1969,
It appears that these were 1e-issued on the

26th March, 1970.
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The Manager of the Sloman Bank,
accompanied by its legal Adviser, had &
dlscussion with Mr. Di Racca at the Office
of Mesars L. Behrens and Sohne, Hamburg
when an officer of the Central Baok of India
was also present. Mr. Di Racca was not
egreeable to return all the bills of exchange
and the letters purported to have been
executed on behalf of the bank for cancella-
tion. When it was pointed out to Mr, Di
Racca by the officer of the bank that the
whole transaction would be nullified as all
these documents (both the bills of exchange
as well as the letter of guarantee) were
forged, Mr. Di Racca replied that he would
sue the bank on the due date of the bills,
{.e., 2ith Juoe, 1970.

The Central Bank of India has deputed
Shri D, V. Taneja, Manager (Personnel) at
its Central Office, to London on 11th May
1970, The Ministry of External Affairs
bas requested our High Commissioner in
London and Ambassador at Bonn, to render
the necessary assistance so Shri Taneja.

According to the Central Bank of India,
there is nothing on the records of the bank
to show that these guarantees have been
fssued. It is not the practice of the bank
to issue guarantee in letter form. as has been
done in this case. Further, none of the
officers of the bank at the London Office is
authorised to issue this type of guarantee.
In these circumstances the bank is of the
view that it Is pot directly responsible for
any irregular transaction, According to the
bank, some' interested parties are trying to
folst vn the bank these trapsactions. The
bank’s rcpresentatives in London are in
touch with the Scotland Yard.

The irregular transactions involving bills
amounting to 2 million D.M. (aboat Rs. 41
lakhs) have so far come to the notice of the
Central Bank of India. The total amount
involved in the suspecied fraud will be
known only when ali such claims are preseat-
ed to the bank. M/s. Behrens and BSohmne
however, claim to hold with them bills of
exchange amounting in all to 10.5 milion
D.M. (sbout Rs. 216 Iskhs).

Shri Sami J. Patel was the Manager of
the London Branch of the Central Bank of
India during the relevant period. He has
been in the London office for a long number
of years and has been the Manager of the
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London Branch since 1966, He submitted
his resignation and was relieved of his duty
oo the 26th March, 1970. The bank has
forfeited his provident fund and gratvity
amounting to Rs. 1,15000. His present
whereabouts are not known

it A @AWW (Frai-sfaw) :
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MR. SPEAKER : No please. Sit
down. Mr. Fernandes, that is not the
practice here. 1 will not allow it.
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MR. SPEAKER : This is not the
practice.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 1 am
not asking aoy question. The Prime
Mibister's Secretariat is involved in it. Mr,
Haksar is involved in it. [ have got the

documents with me.

MR. SPEAKER : I am not going to
allow this on record if you go on persisting
like this. There is a regular procedure,
some other procedure, to raise such things.

SHRI GEORGE FEBRNANDES : You
must allow me to lay this information on the
Table of the House. (Interruption)

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar) :
He may be allowed to lay his information
on the Table.
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Mt AT woRY - wegw wEiRa,
o9 AG uF Fm@ oga Afwd | oqw@
ot grT graTesE £ 0

MR. SPEAKER : [ cannot agree to
it. Mr, Fernandes, the proper procedure
is you should write to me under direction
No. I15. T will allow it then, butnot in

this manner. (fnrerruprions)

o) WS SRR : TW F s graE
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SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : [ am
producing the documents. (Jarerruptions)

SHRI SEZHIYAN : Sir, as per the
statement given and the information revealed
so far, the total amount of the bills stated
to have been involved in the fraud is
Rs. 2,57 crores. This is the position now.
So many other bills and claims may come
later and the amount involved may go up.
Here the pertinent question arises whether
there is any defect in the procedure of the
banking system in the Central Bank of India,
London, with so many loopholes which
allow frauds to be committed and remain
undet>cied. Because the Government has
pationalised the banks, unless (hese loop-
holes are plugged, more and more frauds
may be committed.

The statemant made by the hon. Minlster

is incomplete in many respects, He says :
“Later in March 1970, th# General
Manager of the bank was sent to London
to look into some of the irregularities

in some accrunts of the London offics.”

But he does not say on what date¢ he was
sent. For the information of the House, 1
can read from the press statement given by
the General Manager himself In London,
which gives the cxact date also I am reading
from the report of the Hindustan Times
Correspondent, Lond~n -
“The headquarters of the bank in
Bombay have seat Mr, D. V. Tancja,
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Manager of the Head Office, last Monday

to Lopdon to investigate, He met

Indidn correspondents here today to

give facts so far kmown without of course

making any allegations against the many
persons who are in ths picture. On

March 9 this year he was Informed”—

i.e. Mr. Patel was informed—*of the

posting by the General Manager who

had come from Bombay."

That means, Mr. Patel, Manoager at
London Branch of the Bank was posted to
Bombay on 9th March. But the Minister's
statement Is silent on that date. In the
statement of the Minister, it is no* said on
which date Mr. Patel resigned, The press
statement further says :

“He declined to go and tendered his
resignation on the same day"—f.. on
oth March-—"‘He continued to work till
the end of the month and afterwards
was granted one month's leave."

So, it is clear that Mr. Patel submitied his
resignation on 9th March. He declined to
go to Bombay but he continued to work till
the end of the month and he was given one
month’s leave also.

I want to know from the Minister under
what clrcumstances when some frauds have
been committed, the fradulent person has
been spotted and when he tendered his
resignation, instead of putting him under sus-
pddsion and taking legal action, he was allow-
ed to contioue to work in the same branch,
Even though as per the statement of the
Minister *he submitted his resignation and was
relieved of his duty on the 26th March 1970,
according to press reports on the 9th March
itself he had been asked to give his explana-
tion. I want to know why 18 days have
been allowed to lapse before the fraudulent
person was relleved of his duties. Because,
26th March is a crucial date. According
to the statement “The photostats of the
original letters of guarantee bear the date
26th March, 1969. It appears that these
were re-issued on the 26th March 1970."
That Is the exact date on which he was
relieved. That means he has egain issued
guarantee letters to the banks in Hamburg.
Therefore, why this man who bad submitted
his resignation om 9th March was not
relieved of his duties and why action was
not taken agalost him.

Secondly, the staterment gives & very sad
readlog because it ends with a cryppic
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announcement “his present whereabouts are
not known' Probably this is another case
of Dharam Teja. The facts have not been
brought out clearly in the statemsant.
According to the press reports :

“The Central Bank also discovered
on contacting the Scotland Yard that
Patel had changed his citizenship nine
years ago and was now a British
citizen.”

A bank which is functioning does not even
know the citizenship of its own employees.
An employee has - changed his citizenship
pine years ego and this is not known to the
bank. T! - Scotland Yard had to inform the
Central Bank of his citizenship. So, cven
rudimentary facts like the citizenship of its
own employees are not known to the bank.
1 do not know under what international law
they are going to extradite him.

Lastly, it has been mentioned
slateme 't :

“In these circumstances, the bank is
of the view that it is not directly respon-
sible for any irregular transaction.”

But in the statement to the press correspon-
dents in London by the Manager of the
Central Bank of India, Bombay, it has been
made very clear :

“To safeguard the Integrity of Indian
banks, it has annouoced that it will
honour all bills which are validate, what-
ever the amoun* involved ™

in the

Therefore, I want a clear siatement from the
governmeat whether they are going to honour
the bills which might have been issued
fraduleatly by an employee while in employ-
ment, whether they are going to accept these
things because they have been guaranteed by
the bank though fraud has been committed
by an employee.

1 have raised four points. Firstly, I want
to know whether the defects in the procedure
would be rectified, Secondly, even though
the Manager of the London Branch had
submitted his resignation on the €th March,
why he was not immediately relieved
why action was not taken against him and
why he was relieved only on the 26th
March ? Thirdly, how is it that the
bank was not aware of the citizenship of
its own employec 7 Fourthly, may I know
whether the bank end fhe government are
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going to accept the responsibility for the
guaraniee given by an employee of the bank?

SHRI P. C. SETHI : The entire matter
is at a very delicate stage of investigation.
Daring the course of this investigation, when
the Scotland Yard and the concerned officials
and the Embassy people are investigating
into the matter, to make sensation in the
House some of the hon. Members who are
not even connected with the Calliog Atten-
tion are just . (Jmerruptions) Let it come,
I am not afraid. Some people are in the
habit of creating sensation ..([arerrupiions)

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam): Sir, is
Ire justified in making these all-gations ? Let
him be relevant here...t{/nrerruption:),
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(Imterruptions

SHRI P. C SETHI : Sir, as far as this
matter is concerned it is a well-known fact
ibat the Central Bank of India along with 13 )
other banks was neticnalised after the enact-
ment last year. Prior to that {t was a
private bank and Mr. Patel went there not
only trday but about 14 years ago to work
in tha! bank and he was working in various
caractities and becam® the bank Manager
in '966 and not now. As soon as
info=mationwas received by the Central
Bank officers at Bombay that certain
irreguineitjes were committed, they sent an
audit erey and iImmediately after the audit
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party was sent-~I have said in the statement;
some Members have said I have not given
the date—I have said one General Manager
was gent from here in March., So, I have
given the month. [ do not have the date.
That officer went in March. After going
there he asked Mr. Patel that he is being
trapsferred to Bombas. Mr Tatel on that
ground said, *‘No". He is not prepared to go
and submitted his resignation. It is true he
submitted his resignation on Yth and his
resignation was ultimately accepted on 26'h
and he was asked to hand over charge to
Mr. Khalifa. This is all a mattey of inquiry
which the Reserve Bank is conducting and
the Central Bank is conducting. We have
nsked the Scotlund Ysrd to conduct this
inquiry.

Then, Sir, with regard to this delicate
matter of legal position whether the bank is
responsible for the documents signed by Mr.
Patel, as far as this guarantez g.ven by the
bank is concerned the guarantee of the
exchange bills is given on a stipulated or
specified form. This guarantee is only a
gudarantee given by Mr. Paiel. Whether this
is also fraudulent or not because some of the
parties who are concerned with the exchange
bills have denied, they have said that the
signatures are forged. They have denied
having received the money. Mi. Hanna's
signature is also said to be forged because
there is no person of tbat signature which is
produced there It is some other Hanna
who is only a junior clerk and not an
accountant. This is all a matter of inquiry
whether this is the position or not. We are
also in touch with our legal consultants on
the basis of this signaiure and letteis ol
guarantee given by Mr. Patel of which there
is 6o entry as far as the accounts books of
the bank are concerned. There is no eatiy
of any such documents in the accounts books
of the bank Then this guarantee is Dot
given on the regular form which is the normal
practice as far as th: guarantee is to be given
with regard to exchange bills. It is only a
simple letter signed by Mr. Patel. Therefore,
all this is a legal matter which will have to
be inquired into and the legal responsibility
would fall according to the legal position of
the bank. This is a different matter. The
bank's position is that this is all a forged case
and, therefore, the bank is mot responsible,
However, this is a matter which will have to
be decided by the law courts when this
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party files the suit as they have ihreatened to
sue the bunk when this comes up,

As far as the question of the British
passport of Mr. Patel is concerned he got
the British passport in 1960-61 which was
much earlier and not of recent times.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU (Diamond
Harbour) : This fraud of Rs, 22 million in
foreign exchange only represents a fraction
of the mischief. Today, the £ sterling which
should sell at Rs. 18 is being freely sold in
the market at Rs 32,

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra) : Rs, 35.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: Rs, 35,
Shri Plloo Mody is right, The dollar has
been sold at a value two and a half times its
normal exchange value.  If you read yester-
day's stareman’s article, Windfal of £ and §
in Buck Mavker, you will find that it is a
very serious matter. I do wish the Govern-
ment 1o take a scrious note of the whole
thing. This is how the country's entire
wealth is being drained out. This is another
method, other than overlovoiciog and under-
invoicing that they have been doing.

One of the involved persons, the former
Managc: of the Central Baok, London, Shri
Patel, is, we understa)d from a very reliable
source, a confidant of a Director of Central
Bank of India when it was in the private
s=ctor, as also another person who s a very
imporiant man in the Bankers' Association,
We have sesn his pame many times in the
Supreme Court case.

When Shri Patel was transferred, as the
Minister has said, he resigned on the 9th,
M.rch and preferred to stay in London with
his Italian wife. He was living very luxuriously
in London. God knows how he got the
money to live so luxuriously in London. He
decided to stay in London because that was
more lucrative to him.

On the other side, this mushroom German
bank, Behrens & sonms, which came into
existence i October 1969, transacted in bills
of exchange dated March 199, snd although
it had a total paid-up capital of DM 1.5
million, it bought bills of exchange worth
DM 10.5 million

Governmen! should aleo know that Shri
Patel, the M :ager of the Central Bank of



185 Misappropriation of money MAY 19, \970 af London Bramch

[Shri Jvotirmoy Basu)

Indie, London, had transacted between the
months of March and June 1968, an illegal
transaction involving £ 49,000 under tele-
phonic instructions from Calcutta from some
private sector Centeral Bank Dlrector to
clear the debt of a 5, numdar of Shri Haridas
Mundra in London, 8 man called Sukhdev
Varma. The telephone was put through from
a Calcu'ta office of Shri Mundra afier
receiving the black market value of sterling
that was paid in London. Shri Mundra is
now busy taking over British concerns 2nd
thare-cornering. He is taking out eoormons
amount of Indian rupees v/a these sorts of
mecthods.

This is, wundoubtedly, a conspiracy
between the drawer, the drawee and the
forger. Why is it that the stalement says :

“The bank has, therefore, surmised
that the ten bills of exchange and the
guarantee letter are forged documents.”'?

Why is it that after a lapse of more than a
month the Government is using the word
“surniise™? Why is it that they have not
vigorously inquired into the matter and come
to a definite conclusion ?

There is definitely a serious charge of
cotruption, There are corrupt people in it.
There is a gang organised of corrupt people
in order to take out the entite wealth of the
country. Either the whole thing is wholly
forgery or it is outsids the authority that the
bank manager enjoys. Will the hon Minister,
therefore, assure the House that on the due
date the drawer will not be paid the money
and he will repudiate your guarantec ?

Before 1 sit down I would like to inform
that of the two persons I mentioned one is
Shri Bhubha, the former Commerce Minister,
and the other iy Shri R. C. Cooper of
Bombay,

MR. SPEAKER : You are mentioning
names of gentlemen who are not present
here, )

SHRI P. C. SETHI : 1 fully agtée with
the hon Member that the matier is very
serious and should deserve our wery serious
nlterfion As I have said, it is at a stage of
del'cate inquiries and we are certain'y at it.
1t appears that on certain points the hoh.
Member seems to have more Information
than I have with me. I would certainly take
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sdvantage of the information passed on by
him.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : This is
otoly a fraction of the whole mischief.

SHRI P. C. SETHI : 1 shall be further
thankful if you give the whole information,

MR. SPEAKER : I think, you better
send him to UK for all that.

SHRIBL. K. P. SALVE (Betul) : yia
Moscow, of course.

SHRI P. C. SETHI : 1 can only assure
hon. Members that full inquiries will be
made, we would take the best possible legal
advice and would certain act up to the legal
advice.

st war a@ g (freelt @=w)
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3w fazdr w1 95T &1 9F T ArgAT § -

“I am reproducing here below extracts

froma letter I have received from a
friend in London.
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1 have been acting as a Consuitant to
a few small Indian businessmen in
London and, in this conpeclion, 1 have
CcOme ACTOSS COme very sinister activities
of the Central Bank of India. I have
already written about this to Mr. Haksar,
Mr. Kamath and Mr., Masani. I write
this to you in the hope that you would
also use your influence somehow to put
the matters 1 outline below right.”

What the Central Bank Manager does
ls, io simple language, to assist money-
lenders who are the curse of our people.
He extends to them extra overdraft
facilities at the expenss of small
businessmen who are asked to cut their
overdraft to nil. No businessman can
work without certuwin overdraft facilities;
but when the smal businessman is asked
to bring down his overdraft to nil. the
Bank Mapager recommends him one of
the moneylenders to the businessman.
This moneylender is already given exira
overdraft facilities by the same Bank
Manager,

“Thercupon when the small business-
man goes to the moneylender, he chasges
them a rate of interest sometime as high
as 42 per cent per annum,"

wg fazdt st st & faell | 3%
arz forw st & o Tl A fael
fazdr foaelt ff guat god fazdt @t
6 wiw w et g faelt 81 gwwr o
3G aEA A e w@I g

“In my original letter to you I stated

that I bad also written to Mr. Haksar on
this matter. The moneylender in question
Mr. Raman Shab, has recelved a copy
through his private sources of my letter
to Mr. Haksar. Fortunately for me the
copy letier dose 1ot state either my name
or address ; but I bave been told that
this moneylender is making efforts to
fiod my name and address and it has
been said that if he finds it, he is going
to use violent methods towards me for
having written these letters concerning
his affairs with the Central Bank.'

wv ge aae ag g R oo fadr
sur @At ) faelt o, o faawr @
qoo ¥ @Y g arga w8, qgfad
W O% w9 agw e g, A9

of Central Bank of India (CA)
fom | ¥ @R T F g@R o
dio wrfe ¥ afed wormadt e ?
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[ %a< o= gea)
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feaYe apft o wai Adi a7 2 7

SHRIP. C. SETHI : I could say with
still greater emphasis how Mr, Feinandes is
in the habit of creating sensation. The only
fact that he has brought out kere through
Mr. Kanwar Lal Gupta is that there is some
letter written by some Party 10 Mr, Haksa: Mr.
Kamath and Mr. Masani. On the basis of this
letter Mr. Fernandes has claimed that he has
written a letier, He also says that there is
another letter of April 6 from this party
sayiog that his original letter alse was sent
through Mr. Haksar. Here instead of three
persons only one name remains, He has not
mentioned about the other two names. Then
he imaginurily comes to the conclusion that
the copy that this gentleman has received has
come only from Mr. Haksar and not from
any other source in which the two other
names are mentioned. That s why | say
that this is jumping at conclusions which are
purcly politically motivated and have nothing
10 do with the substance of the case.
({micrruprions; Mr. Haksar comes because
of the Prime Mmister.

ol WAy W qev o owgt & (et
T O | KA qg w8 F wY
TqAT A AT, TEH AR H WM AT
e | fow & axs @ MmN, W
T F ¥ fag dar g ?

SHRI P, C. SETHI : This is another
thing to ask for an inquiry as to how this
party got the copy, But to jump at a
conclusion that it was only Mr. Haksar who
has done sv, this is what 1 am trying to
point out that there is ample political moti-
vation. Politics apart, I can only assure the
hon Members...

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : What
about inquiry ?

SHRI P. C. SETHI ; Shri Kanwar Lal

of India 1CA)

Gupta has mentioned that this case has
happeued because of nationalisation.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : No,
oo.

SHRI P. C, SETHI: That is the way ot
putting it. I would only point out that not
only this case but whatever information we
have or wherever we receive complaints, they
aie thoroughly iovestigated and inquired
into, As far as this case also is concerned, we
have handed over this matter to the Scotland
Yaird and we are also in touch with our
legal consultants and the High Commissioner
is also in the picture both in London and in
West Germany and [ can only give this
assurance that we would do all the best that
we could to complele the inquiry and biing
the culprits to the necessary process of law.,

St waT ww oA ;G qg Hgr § 6
% war g de, WP AL H AW
T FULy | fdw A aw @,
WA 399 g0 Fuq & oy da g ?

SHRI P. C SETHI : So far as the Audit
Report and the report of the Central Bank is
concerned, we have mnot seen the Audit
Repoit ourselves; it is with the Central Bank

and they are making enquirics about it
Unless 1 go in to it | cannot say

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : You
may lay it on the Table of the House,

SHRI P. C SETHI : How can 1 lay it
on the Table of the House 7

&t waT wrw g : wifee o & A
¥ g a1, QUgETEY § art i qay Wr )
AiwT Fg 70 aamar ¢ | fagarr a3t ey
g 1 gARNQ< @19 wT ar A wow ?
faret &7 ot SraTa A ATAT § | ' HIGFT
HTAW WA g |

ot wy famd : g FgE ¥ T@
Wi § | WIR) S0W AT § R W
T T w6l g 7
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SHRI RANGA : I would like you to
apply your mind to these two poinis. When
such a serious matter has been brought to
light is it not their duty to go through the
Audit Report ?

SHRI J. M. BISWAS (Baokura) : -rese
(Interruption)

Mr. SPEAKER : May I request you to
resume your seat 7 This 1s not a matier io be
viewed on party lines. We are all concerned
with it. There 18 no question of your party
line,

SHRI J. M. BISWAS : Are you allowing
everybody to put a guestion, Sir 7

SHRI RANGA : He simply says that he
has not secn it. Will he s2nd for it, see it,
and then as the hon Member said, will he
place it on the Table of the House ? He
should see the report made by the General
Maoager or whoever had gone to London,
study the whole thing and then tell us. If
he had oot seen it he should see il, and then
place it on the Table of the House. Instead
of that, is it open to him to say that he bas
not seen it and therefore he dicmisses this
demand 7’

Y ofy v : wifez fedie qar &=
9 AT Wl |

s WaT WTR T d2X @ war
TOT | W STEAT W Agl s &7
WEOH WERT, §HH §O8 WA &1 G
¥ ¥ qxf TrwaT Wy

MR. SPEAKER : He has alieady replied
to that point, about the Audit Report.

SHR] KANWAR LAL GUPTA : About
the General Manager's Report 7

SHRI P. C. SETHI : About the Audit
Report, I have said, I have not seen it. It
is not customary to place the Audit Report
on the Table of the House.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Why
not customary 7 Now it Is a nationalised
baok. Mr, Speaker, Sir, you should protect
us. Why should he say, it is not custo-
mary ? This is the first time this is coming

of Central Bank of India (CA)
up; and this is a Natiopalised Bank
want to bide their own sins.
serious matter.

They
Itis & wery

MR. SPEAKER : There is a limit to it.
On this point, whether it is customary to lay
the Audit Report or not, I will examioe this
issue. Mr. Supakar.

SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR
(Sembalpur; : The Statement which was read
out by the hon Mioiste-......

SHRI MORARJI DESAL (Surat) : There
is no question of pot being customary. This
is the first vimie it has become a Nationalised
Bank. Therefore there can be no precedents
in this matter. I think there should be no
objection to placing the Report on the Table
of the House.

SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR :
The statement which was read out by
the hon. Minister in reply to the Call
Atiention  Mution  together  with some
of the reports which appeared In
papess  like Hindustan Times quotations
from which were made by my friend Mr.
Sczhiyaa go to show that there is something
very serious in this matter which was
neglected criminal.y by the Government.

From para 2 of this statement it would
appear that this irregularity in the Central
Bank of India was koown by the Govern-
men' in the month of September, 1969.
But, they did not take appropriate action
in this maner till very late. It is stated
that a Special Officer was deputed to
London on 23rd September, 1969. That
should have put the Government on the
alert right from that date. But, probably,
they did not take any action till this
question of the transfer of this Officer,
Shri Patel, came up in March. 1970. It is
strange to find that though Shri Patel was
transferred from London to Bombay in the
first week of March, 1970 and he refused
to come to Bombay, still, he was permitied
to coptinue in his office till the 76th March,
1970 when be submitted his resignation. It
is stated that he was relieved of his duty
on the 26th March, 1970 by the Govern-
ment. Though irregularity was commitred
by this officer, Shri Patel, he was allowed
to continoe till 26th March, 1970, It
appears that most of this mischief was done
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[Shri Sradhakar Supakar]

between March 9th and 26th 1970. 1 am
quoting from the last line of para 2.
“It appears that these the bank

guarantees weice re-issued on the 26th
March, 1970."

1 want the Minister specifically to answer
these points.

Firstly why no action was taken when
these sericus irrecularities were found out
on the 23rd Scptember, 1969 and the
Government was put on the alert by the
Special Audit. Secondly I want to know
trom him as 1o why Shri Patel was permitted
to handle these bank affairs belween 4th
March, 1970 and 20th Msrch, 1970. My
third questions about the bank guacantee.
1 want to hknow specifically from the
Minister as 10 whethur it is not (ustomary
before the npatiopalisation of the Central
Baok in their London Branch, for the high
officers, like the managers, to 1ssve these
gusanlecs, How fur were the cusiomers
of the bank aware of the fact that on plain
paper guarantees could be issued by any
officer like Shri Patel or Shri Hanoa ?
These are the questions that I want to ask
the Hon, Minister.

] SHRI P.C. SETHI: As [far as the
question of Government not taking any
action from 9th September, 196~ is con-
cerned, | would like to point out that this
question of knowing about any irregu-
larities with regard (o the branch of the
Central Bank in London this is what I
bave said with reference 10 the head office
of the Central Bunk arose only when the
head office came to koow about the
irregularities. The head office deputed the
audit parly in September, 1969. Thereloce
the question of governinent's comieg o
the picture or its uot taking any action does
not arise,

As far as the question of bank’s super-
vision is concerned. it is tertaioly true that
prior 10 natiopalisation, as far as the
particular branch is concerned, 1 shonld
aleo like to educate myself on these points,
whether there was a proper internal audit
of whether there was proper supervision and
imspection or not. This is a point which
will have Yo be examined witha view to
finding out whether there was a proper
internal audit and supervision of these

of India (CA)

foreign branches of the banks. As to
whether prior to nationalisation this was
done by the various head offices of these
banks, I shall have to make inquiries, and
we stall certainly have to look into this
matter and streamline the whole position.

Therefore, there is no delay on the part
of Government, As soon as the head office
of the bank came to know about these
things, they had sent an audit party.

SHRI RANGA : Therc was a delay
of 20 days in accepting the resignation.

SHR1 P C. SETHI: As far as the
issue of these letters is concerned, Shri
Srachakar Supakar had asked whether it
was customary or nol to issue such letters
to the parties from the side of the banks
I may submit that the system of exchange
bills is a wverv well known practice and it
i6 B very importest documeot where a bank
guarantee is taken. Therefore, there iva
specific form us far as bank guarantee is
cuncerned ...

SHR1I SRADHAKAR
Bank guarantee or letters 7

SUPAKAR :

SHRI P.C. SETHI: As 1 have said,
there is @ regular form for it, and, therefore
it is pot issued in the torm of letters,

Whether 1the officer concerned had the
authority 10 issue those guarsulees and
whether he could do so in tke form of

letters, whether those letters are authenticated
or forget ecic. are sll matters for inquiry,
and a very delicate legal matter has cropped
up. So, | would pot enter into that and
say that this should be done or mo'. I
would only like to assurc the House that
we take all possible steps to see that proper
investigations arc carried out. With regard
to the internal audit which the Central
Bank's office bas conducled, we would ask
the Reserve Bank to go into the audit
repori although it is an internal audit report,
and we would ask the Reserve Bank o
apprise us of the facts, and when the facts
arc known, 1 would come to the House to
apprise it about this matter.

AN HON. MEMBER :
those letéers 7

Whet about



