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The Depuly Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance (Shri Morarjl
Desal): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) The information is given in the
‘stalement laid on the Table of the
House,
LT-1325/67].

(c) The Government of India pay
only a daily allowance of Rs, 15|- to
each expert for the period of his stay
in India. Total expenses uptodate on
this account will approximately be
Rs. 54,000/- in respect of all the Ame-
rican experts, All other expenses are
met by the' U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development.

(d) No, Sir. The members of the
Team function only as advisers in the
area of tax administration and are
not expected to make a formal re-
port.

(¢) Does not arise.

12.23 hrs,

‘CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER

OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORT-
ANCE

ACUTE SHORTAGE OF FOODGRAINS TN DELHI
CAUSING VIRTUAL BREAKDOWN OF THE
RATIONING SYSTEM
Wt g™ daqm (99 o)
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Shrl 8, M, Banerjee (Kanpur): Sir,
this Calllng Attention Notice was
given by us on the basis of a news
item which appeared in all the news-
papers.
Mr. Bpeaker: How does it arise?

Shri 5. M. Baserjec: It arises on
this Calling Attention Notice.
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Shri S. M. Banerjee: Sir, I am rais-
ing a point of order.

Mr. Speaker: Every day 30 or 40
Members give Calling  Attention
Notices, They are balloted and five
names are taken out, If every hon,
Member who has given notice and
whose name js not included in this , .

Shri S. M, Banerjee: Sir, my name
is there. Kindly hear me, ] am not
enamoured of my name, I am only
submitting to you that the Calling
Attention Notice on this particular
item, which was given by us, myself
and Shri Madhu Limaye, mentioned
about break-down of rationing syst-
em in Delhi and other places, 1
would only request that the hon.
Minister when he replies may kindly
touch upon the other places also.

Mr, Speaker: 1 have allowed only
about Delhi.

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food Agriculture, Comsmunity
Development asd Cooperation (Bhri
Anunasaheb Shinde): Sir, statutory
rationing is in force in Delhi from
8th December, 1065, Foodgrains
covered by rationing are wheat, wheat
products and rice. The rice stocks
in Delhi with reference to the ration
quantum fixed therefor are sufficient
to meet the present rationing eom-
mitments. Indigenous wheat obtain-
ed from Punjab is being issued at
present to card holders through ratlon
shops to the extent of 50 per cent of
the entitlement. The balance 050
pﬂ'centi.ltnbeiuuedinlthe!orm
of wholemeal atta manufactured by
roller fiour mills, ‘
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[Shri Annasaheb Shinde]

Imported wheat for the manufac-
ure of atta is being received in the
Food Corporation depots in Delhi
from the ports of Bombay and Kandla,
This House is aware of the difficulty
caused in imports due to closure of
the Suez Canal and late arrival of
ships resulting in the shortfall of
supplies to many of the States. Bom-
bay has been experiencing an unusual
heavy rains this year and this has
interfered with the discharge and
handling of imported grains in the
port resulting in some temporary in-
terruptions in the supplies from
Bombay to Delhi, This hag resulted
in the running down of the stocks of
imported wheat in the godowns at
Delhii. As a measure of abundant
caution, the Delhi Administration de-
cided that card holders should be
allowed o draw their ration only on
weekly basis till the stock position
improves. These low stocks which in
turn affected the supplies to some of
the mills partially have resulted in
insufficient supply of wholemeal atta
in the case of a few ration shops.
The situation was met by transfer of
stocks of atta to these ration shops
from other shops.

Action has already been taken to
provide adequate stocks in Delhi by
arranging regular supplies from the
ports. Since 29th July a special car-
rying 1,000 tonnes of wheat per day
has been arranged from Bombay.
Arrangements are also being made to
expedite the movement of indigenous
wheat from Punjab,

With the measures taken it ls ex-
pected that the stock position in the
Delhi depots will improve in about a
week's time,
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: As I have
explained in my statement, there were
some difficulties in regard to supplies,
But, it would not be correct to say
that the rationing system is about to
collapse. In fact, on the 1st of August
1967 the stock position in Delhi was
like this: imported wheat 3,177 tons;
indigenous wheat 12,396 tons; fine rice
715 tons and coarse rice, 5,097 tons.
The requirement of Delhi roughly is
1,000 tons, and not 1 lakh tous, as
mentioned by the hon. Member.

st g @ o o g
TAE ST AT |

Shrl Annasahib Bhinde: Broadly, the
requirement of Delhi is 1,000 tons.
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What I explained was that as a result
of the Suez crisis the arrival of ships
at the ports of Bombay and Kandla
wag very much affected up to 15th
July. Naturally, that position affected
the supplies t0 Delhi and other parts
of the country also. Now, about
1,200 tons of wheat is being moved
every day from Bombay to Delhi
Moreover, arrangements have also
been made to move 2,300 tons of wheat
from Punjab up to 5th August and
then for two weeks every day 600 to
800 tons of indigenous wheat would
be moved to Delhi. That means that
there would be substantial stocks at
our disposal and there would be no
risk or danger of the rationing system
being in danger at all.
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: As I have
already indicated, within about ten
days the position will substantially
improve because the arrivals should
amount to 1,700 to 1,800 tonnes a day
while offtake will be only 1,000 ton-
nes a day; so, there will be stocks at
our disposal to the tune of 800 to 900
tonnes every day and that should im-
prove the position and there ghould
be no difficulty afterwards.

Shri Hardayal Devgun: 400 toanes
from Punjab and 1,000 tonnes from
Bombay amounts to only 1,400 tonnes,

Shri 8. M. Banerjeo; At the time
when the rationing system of Delhi
was practically failing there was a
news item in the press gaying ¢hat
5,000 bags of wheat were found in an
absolutely rotten condition in the
godown of the Food Corporation of
India in Delhi Has his attention
been drawn to it; if so, what ig the
truth about it and has any investiga-
tion been made into this?
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: We are
having very heavy transport of wheat
from the ports to the interior and
sufficient number of covered wagons
is not available for transporting such
huge quantities of foodgrains, parti-
cularly wheat, to the various interior
cities, In the case of some consign-
menis o Delhi it so happened due to
heavy rains water leaked into the
wagons, which were covered by tar-
paulin, and some of the wheat got
wet but after it was unloaded on ar-
rival here mecessary precautions were
taken to see that the wet portion was
separated. It was properly inspected
and about 10 per cent of some con-
signments were found to be not fit for
issue,

"Shri 5, M, Banerjee: I said whether
5,000 such bags were there., 1 gave
the rumber 5,000,

Mr, Speaker: He has said about 10
per cent of the total stock was found
to be bad and was separated.

Shri S. M, Banerjee; It is a very

serious matter. Was it properly
analyred and found out what per-
centage. ...

Mr. Speaker: 1 know, it is a serious
rnatter. He has answered your ques-
tion. Now it is a separate question
that you are putting.
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RE. CALLING ATTENTION NOTICE
(Querry)

Shri Jyotirmoy Basu (Diamond
Harbour): Sir, we have tabled a Call
Attention Notice. .

Shri Indrajit Gupta (Alipur): On

a point of order, Sir.

Shri Samar Guha (Contai): The
people of West Bengal are starving...
(Interruptions),

Mr. Speaker: Only one at a time.
Shri Indrajit Gupta

Shri Indrajit Guopta: Sir, you were
good enough, somelime ago, in your
wisdom to inform the House that ac-
cording the discretion which is al-
ready vested in you, if you consider
it necessary, you can even admit two
Call Attention Notices, one in the
morning and the other in the after-
noon. We were very happy that the
“Call Attention about the acute shor-
tage of foodgrains jn Delhi which 1s
a serious matter was admitted by you
But we would like to know from you
what is the criferion on the basis of
which you admitted this one and re-
jected the other one. We have been
dnformed that you have rejected the
.other one which was given in the
name of several Members from West
Bengal belonging to different Parties
about the serious news which has ap-
peared. Sometime ago, the Minister
stated in this House that he will have
no objection if Punjab was willing to
-give rice and wheat to West Bengal.
Now the news has appcared that
when they were actually loading the
foodgrains for being sent to West Ben-
gal they got instructions from here to
divert the foodgrains to other places
and not to send to West Bengal. This
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is a very serious matter . . ., (Inter-
ruptions).

Shri Samar Guhs: Hungry people
are there. We are being denied an op-
portunity to express ourselves here,
We have given so many short notice
Questions and so many Call Atten-
tion notices but all of them have been
disallowed . . . (Interruptions) we are
following constitutional means. You
arc forcing us to resort to a course
which we do not want to pursue . . .
(Interruptions),

Mr. Speaker: [ hope you are all
right now. What you wanted to say
vou had it though it was not proper to
do so. Yesterday, a senior Member,
the leader of a Party, Shri Mukerjee,
said that those who shout get
chance. Now, I am glad he will see
thet his own Party Members . . .(In-
terruptions).

Dr. Ranen Sen (Barasat): A com-
mitment was made by the Minister
here, in this very House on the 4th
July that he will have no objection to
Punjab sending rice to West Bengal,
Now he is doing this ... (Interrup-
tions).

Mr. Speaker: It is not to be record-
ed; let them have their say... (Inter-
ruptions).**

Shri H. N, Mukerjee rose—

Mr. Speaker: Everything has been
shouted already. (Interruptions)**®

Nothing ic being recorded.
(Interruptions) **

is this the way? Shall we do this
in  future also? (Interruptions).
Un'il they finish I am not going to
disturb myself. 1 know they are
excited.

We could easily have discussed it
in the Chamber. Now U.P. is also
there—Mr. Banerjee is there—apart
from West Bengal . . .

Shri 8. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): I
am an Indian first and Indian last

T 4*Not Recorded.
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