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LOK SABHA

Monday, Fanuary 5, 1976/Pausa 15 1894
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at fifteen minutes past
Twelve of the clock.

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the - Chair]

ANNOUNCEMENT RE. RESIGNATION
BY DR. G. S. DHILLON FROM THE
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I have to
inform the House that Dr. G. §. Dhillon
has resigned the office of the Speaker of
Lok Sabha on the 1st December, 1975 at
7 A.M.

MEMBER SWORN
SHRI S. K. RAT (Sikkim)

12.16 hrs.
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
SECRETARY-GENERAL: I begto lay
o1th: Tid'e a cHpy of th? Prasident’s Add-

r2ss to both Huses of Parliament assembled
together on the sth January, 1976.
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ATEAQN A waqd TEAWI T,
foaat ST WOy QT wEr 2 )
& OTORT T WEW RIAIFT GE TR
F1 TAT AATE AT AET HEAAT
FY STHAT FIETE |

=g fagre

iz



L
13 Presitleni’s Address PAUSA 15, 1887 (SAKA) President's Address

‘HoNoURABLE MEMBERS :

It gives ‘me great pleasure to welcome
you all and particularly to have in our
midst the representatives of Sikkim, which
became the 22nd State of the Indian Union
.in May, 1975. It will be the endeavour of
‘Government to ensure speedy development
of this neglected hill State.

2. Last year, while noting the positive
trends in the economy arising out of the
firm measurls taken by Government. T
drew attention to the efforts of some groups
‘to disrupt the existing system and institu-
itions and the danger this posed to the
‘stability and progress of our country. I
appzaaled to them to follow the path of dis-
cussion to bring about changes and wel-
comed suggestions fer rcform. It is most
unfortunate that this appeal was not heeded.
Groups and ‘elements of widely differing
parsuasions joined together to paralyse the
country’s economic and politicallife. They
clutched at every opportunity to create
<onfusion in the minds of the people
and to foment chaos and disorder. Their
activities seriously threatened internal sec-
urity. They were directed towards under-
mining Government’s vigorous cfforts to
curb economic offences., increase produc-
tion and ensure the smooth and speedy
movement of goods in order to stem the
rising tide of inflation, stabilise the eco-
nomy and bring relief to the people. The
nation’s interests demanded firm and
decisive action.

3. The declaration of emergency on
June 25, 1975, the 20-point Economic Pro-
gramme launched on July 1, 1975 and the
steps taken to tone up efficiency in all
spheres of nationallife have had a dramatic
effect on the health of the nation. Diffidence
and apathy have given place to confidence
thit we can face our problems successfully
if we are disciplined and united, and do
not allow our energies to be frittered away.
Qur pzople have given overwhelming sup-
port to the steps taken by the Gevernment

14

and have welcomed the change in the at-
mosphere in the country. Strengthened
by this decisive action has been taken by
the Governmnt on a wide front. Inflation
has been checked. The over-all price level
has come down by 109, when compared
to the peak level reached in September,
1974, the fall in the price level of food
articles being nearly 20%. Stringent acticn
has been taken against economic offences.
Shortage of coal, power, intermediate goods
like steeland cement and thedislocation and
inefficient working of the transport system
had severely strained the economy during.
1973 and early 1974. This year production
has increased and performance improved
significantly in all these sectors. With the
co-operation of workers, industrial peace
has b2en maintained, save in a few isolated
cases. Secveral distortions and imbalances
that had developsd in the economy have
been corrected. As a result of this, the
privileges enjoyed by some groups have
been reduced. But it should be remember-
ed that no signle group can further its
interests in isolation. The interests of
each group are dependent on the sound-
ness of the economy as a whole.

4. New vigour has been imparted to
the implementation of programmes for the
uplift of the poor. Rapid progress is being
made in allotment of house sites to the land-
less, implementation of land reforms, in-
creasing agricultural wages and giving relief
from debts.

5. The problemy of poverty cannot be
solved in a short time. We can make a
dent in it only through sustained hard
work and discipline in all walks of life.
The new spirit that has becn generated over
the last few months should therefore be
maintained unimpaired.

6. The 2¢-point Economic Programme
will continue to be implemented with zeal.
Government invites the full co-operation
of the people as it is a people’s programme
and cannot be implemented by official
agencies alone,
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7. We have a record kharif crop this
year. The maximum quantity of grain
will be procured so that farmers will not
have to sell below the procurement price
and in order to have sufficient stocks to
meet any unforeseen eventuality.

8. We aim to extend irrigation to five
“million more hectares before 1979. Dis-
putes between States have delayed a number
of projects. Government will try to get
acceptance of the concept of water as a
national asset to be utilised to the best
advantage of all the people, A National
Water Resources Council with adequate
powers, to prepare master plans for river
basins will be constituted. Meanwhile,
efforts have been intensified to settle as
many disputes as possible by bringing
the concerned States togcther. As a result,
agreements have been reached regarding
some projects in the Narmada basin, the
Rajghat project on the Betwa river and the
Kadana project on the Mahi river. The
recent agreement amongnst five States
on the utilisation of a major portion of the
waters of the Godavari River is a landmark
in the settlement of inter-State water dis-
pute by negotiations. The Godavari basin
covers a tenth of the area of the country and
the agreement will enable the construction
of projects to irrigate five million hectares

of land.

9. The outlay on the annual plan this
vear is 259%, higher than last year’s.
This will be further increased ruxt yezar
with emphasis on priority sectors so that
the impulses of growth are gquickened.
Simultaneously, ’steps will be taken to
ensurz the modernisation of indusiries
like textiles ano sugar, which are engaged
in the praduction of mass consumption gucds
and haves been suffering from obsolescence

and sickness.

10. Industrial licensing policies and pro-
cedures have been under review. Controls
which are no longer relevart will be re-
moved to increase production in priority
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areas and widen the entrepreneurial base,.
consistent with the objectives of curbing
the concentration of ecoromic power.

11. International economic events of
the last three years have imposed severe
strain on our balance of payments. A big
increase in exports is essential to achieve
a self-reliant economy. Several measures
have recently been initiated to promcte"
exports. Special steps will be taken
with the assistance of State Governments, te
increase exports of hardleems ard hardi-
crafts. A review of policics ard prcccdures
is being made so asto rcmrove -constraints
and obstructicns.

12. Measures to improve administretive
efficiency will continue and will be expand-
ed. Our administrative procedures and atti-
tudes have remained largely unchanged,
specially in the field of financial administra-
tion which affects the working of all wings
"of Government. Government has decided
upon @ comprehensive scheme of reform of
finapcial administratior, which will be put
through this year. The maintenance of
accounts of the Union will be department-
alised and separated from Audit, Rules and
procedures for payment of salaiies and
pensiors, maintenance of provident fund

accounts, temittance and withdrawal of
moneys, and for sancticn of expenditure
will besimplified and modernised. Methods
of evaluation cf performance will have
to be changed in order to make the adminis-
tration at every level result-oiented and

accountable.

13. A major achievement in the field of
health is the eradication of small pox. Strict
vigil is being kept against the recurrence
of this scourge. The campaign aganst
other communicable discases is being
intenrified.

14. We are aiming to reduce the birth
rate to 30 petr thousand in the next three
yem"s. To achieve this, the family planning
programme will have te become a mass
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movement, New schemes of incentives
and disincentives gre being evolved to in-
creape the acceptance of a small family.

15. Along with other countries, we ob-
smved 1975 as International Women's Yeat.
The problems faced by women in @ number
of greas have been studied in detail,
The Ordinance guaranteeing to Women
equel remuneration for equal work will
come before you this session, A National
Plan for Women is being prepared, the im,
plementation of which will Felpto remove
some disabilities from which they suffer.

16. T congretulate our Space scientists
and engineers on tbe construction of our
first Satellite, Aryabhata. The successful
working of the Satellite Instructional Tele-
vision Experiment is a landmark in the
practical application of science and techno-
logy for the benefit of the rural population
This Expeiiment will help us to decide on
the use of television as a mean' of moss
communication in rural areas,

17. The importance of dev.loping new
sources of energy has been recognised and
work is being intensified in a pumber of
greas. Bio-gas plants and the utilisation
of solar energy are being given high priority.

18, I shall now desl with our relations
with othet couatries.

19. We remain firm in our conviction
that normal and friendly relations between
gll the countries of the sub-continent are
essential for the progress of their peoples,

20. R.cent events in Bangladcsh have
caused us anguish and concern. We were
shocked and giieved by the al assassi-
nation of Sheikhk Mujibur an, the
members of his family and bis associates.
Nevertheless, we have trcated develop-
ments in Bangadesh entirely as an in-
ternal affair of that country. We are there-
fore distressed by the false propaganda
that is being carried on in some quarters,
In recent talks between repregentstives of
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the two, countries, We have reaffirmed
our desire for a peaceful border and a stable,
strong and independent Bangladesh in which
the interest and welfare of all sections of its
people are safeguarded. Bangladesh en-
phasised its desire to continue the policy
end ensuring equal 1ights to all itr

people, irrespective of caste, creed and
religion.

21, I regret that the progress of imple-
mentgtion of the Simla Agreement has
been slow because of disappointing res-
ponse from Pakistan, which has continued
a campaign of misrepresentation of India.

22. Our traditional bonds of friendship:
with Bhutan are growing. The programme
of ecoromic co-operation has taken a giant
stride with the starting of work on the
Chukha hydro-electric project.

23. Relations with our friendly neighbour,.
Nepal, were further strengthened by the
visit to Indie of their Majesties the King
and Queen in 1975. As a result of the dis-
cussions held during the visit, thete is better
appreciation of the mutual advantages of a
joirt approach to the utilisation of waters of
the rivers flowing into India from Nepal.

24. With Sri Lanka we have strengthened
the tradition of informal and mutually bene-
ficial exchanges and collaboration on
matters of common interest, We have im-
proved our economic, cultural and scientific
links with Burma,

25. We have sought to strengthen our
relations with our neighbours in South
East Asia as well as with Japan and other
countries of East Asia. We rejoiced at
the ending of the prolonged hostilities in
Indo-Chine and have welcomed the nego-
tiations leading to the reunification of the
two Zones of Vietnam We believe that a
reunited Vietnam and a stable and econo-
mically strong Cambodia snd Laos will
constitute forces for peace and swbility in
South-East Asgia, I visited Indonesisin
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March, 1975, where I found a growing
awareness of the possibilities and mutual
advantages of increased economic, industrial
and technological co-operation between
Indionesia and India.

26. We have close and friendly tics with
Afghanistan, based on listorical and cultural
affinity and on similarity of approach to
current problems. We are gratified tha
programmes of technical and econcmic co-
operation are making good progress.

27. Our understanding and matually bene-
“ficiel exchanges with Iran have grown and
become more varied. An important land-
mark in this process has been the signing of
agreements for the developmeni of the
Kudremukh Tron Ore Project.

28. Economic commeicial and cultural
contacts with the Arab countries continued
to make progress. My visit to the Arab
Republic of Fgypt and the Sudan gave me
deeper insight into the problems of West
Asia, Government reaffirms ‘its  belicf
that lasting peace in West Asia will not be
achieved until Arab territories seized by
force ave speedily vacated 2nd the legitimate
rights of the Palestirian pecple restored.

2¢. We greet Mozambique, Angola,
Cape Verde, Sao Tome anl Principe on
their achievement of independence from
centuries of Portuguese colonialism. We
also welcome the emergence toindependence
of Comoros, Surinam and Papua New
Guinea.

30. We cannot but condemn armed in-
tervention by South Africe in the internal
affairs of Angola. India bas steadfastly
supported the organisation of African unity
and will join with Africa in all measures to
end. apartheid, to liberate Namibia and to
end racist minoritv rule in Zimbawe and
South Africe.

31. India’s reclations with the Soviet
iUnion and countries in Eastern Europe
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are characterised by a spirit of warm friend-
ship, understanding and mutually beneficial
co-operation in a widening variety of fields.
These countries have consistently supoorted
India on all issues of vital concern, In
the last few months, a number of high level
visits have been exchanged and I visited
Hungary and Yugoslavia.

32. In Europe, the successful conclusion
of the conference on Security and Co-opera-
tion matks an important step in the consoli-
dation of peace. This spirit of detente
should extend to other parts of the world
where conflict and tension persist. Our
economic co-operation as well as relations
in the field of trade and scienct and techno-
logy with the E.E.C. and other countries
of Western Europe has continued to expand.

33. We desire a mature and constructive
relationship with the United States of
America. A serious cffort should be made
to understand each other with a view to
strengthening peace, stability and co-opera-
ion.

34. The nextconference of Heads of State
and Government of non-aligned countries
will be held in S.:i Lanka in August this
Year. We are gled that the validity of
non-alignment has come to be 1ecognised
more widely. At the same time attempts
are being made to weaken and dilute the
non-aligned movement. We shall contirue
to strive to preserve the fundamental princi-
ples of non-alignment and the solidarity
and effectiveness of non-aligned coun-
tries.

33. The moststriking feature of the world
economy is dominance by a small number
of rich countries. The devcloping poor
countries bear the brunt of the burden.
As each year passes, the problems of these
countries become more acute. This trend
must be reversed urgently and steps taken
to establish a new world c¢conomic order.
‘The consensus reachcd at the seventh spe-
cial session of the United Nations General
Assembly marks the beginning of a dialogue.
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In the Paris Conference on International
Economic Co-operation, we contributed
constructively in an effort to evolve equit-
able solutions to the problems of energy, the
pricing of raw materials and industiial pro-
ducts and of the economic development of
poor countries. We hope that concrete
agreements for action will be reached in
relavant international forums as early as
possible.

36. Honourable Members, in view of the
uncertainties of the international situation,
especially on our sub-continentand the
neighbourhood, the continuing challenge of
forces of disruption at home and the need
to accelerate our social and economic pro-
grammes, the nation should rtemain
vigilant and disciplined. There must be
constant effort to improve performance and
bring about changes and reforms in every
sphere of national life,

37. Before concluding, I should like to
vefer to the unprecedented tragedy in
Chasnala Colliery, which has plunged the
whole nation in deep sorrow. The work on
clearing the mine of the flooded water is in
progress. Several friendly countries and a
number of organisations within the country
have come forward to assist this operation.
Government will spare no efforts to miti-
gate the sufferings of the affected families
and to improve conditions of safetv for
workers.

38. Your present session will be 2 short
one, but the agenda is heavy. In addition
to pending business fiom the last session
and the conversion of Ordinances into Acts
of Parliament, you have to corsider the bill
on urban land, which will be introduced
during the session. There is not a minute
to waste, I um sure¢ you will provide the
clear, bold and firm lead which the people
expect. I summor you to your labours and
wish you all success. Jai Hind.]

12°163 hrs,
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Hon.
Members, we meet today after nearly five
months. During the interregnum, it is
mysad duty to inform the House,
death overtook one of our dear cclleagues,
a sitting member cf this House, Shri K.
Kamraj, and also six former colleagues, Shri
K. R. Achar, Dr. V. Subramaniam
Prof. K. K. Bhattacharya, Shri Mathew
Maniyangadan, Sardar Teja Singh
Akarpuri and Shri B. Shiva Rao.

Shri Kamraj passed awey ir Mad-
ras on 2nd October, 1975. A great
national leader and an cminert Momber
of this House represertirg Nrgerccil
constituency of ‘Tamil Nadu, Shri
Kamraj had a long Parliamentary
career. He was first elecied 10 the Mad-
ras Assembly in 1937 and re-elected in
1046, 1052, 1957 and 1962. He had
also been a Member of 1the Coenstituert
Assembly during the years 1946—s50. of
Tiirst Lok Sabha during the years 1952—54
and of the Fourth Lok Sabha during the
years 1969-70. He e¢ntercé the pcliticzl
arena at an early age ard suffencd in-
prisonment during the Salt Szay:gi:l N
vement and again in 1932, 1941, 1942 #rd
1945 in connection with varicus Naticnal
movements. He was Chief Minister of
Madras during 1954—63. A man of few
words but fully dedicated to the tasks
undertaken by him, he rose frcm the ranks
to positions of high eminence in the
national life through hard work, dedica-
tion and unbounded faith in the people who
in turn gave him unstinted loyalty and
affection. A great organiser and ad-
ministrator, his statesmrarchip ard tact
in solving various problems, his calirress
and resoluteness in hours of trial, provi-
ded the country with the dynamic leader-
ship it needed at crucial mcments. Theugh,
in accordance with his chatacter, he rarely
spoke in the House, yet he left a great
impact of his personality and his views



