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(Shei C, M. Stophen)
is oot wven a scrap depot there; the
scrap has to be sold out. Thes will have
10 be attended to.

¥ am saying 80 only becauss there s
heoavy traffic in that area; it is acknow-
lodged. Thorefrom 1t follows that the
other requirements will have to be attended
fo. Taking into consideration the way
in which the local needs and local de-
mands wore being resp onded to, I rest
with the comfidence that the Railway
Administration will take note of these conse-
@ueotial deowinds and will certanly
attond to them. With this feeling of satis-
faction and hope I support the demands
with fall compliments to the Railway
Administration.
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STATEMENT RE. LATEST POSITION

ABOUT PAKISTAN AGGRESSION
ON INDIA

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
JAGIIVAN RAM): The Hon"ble Metnbars

1 had then said that the Pakistanl oﬂn—
tive of inflicting substantial damage ofius



B Ko lotont posicion” AGRAHAYANA 16, 1893 (SAKA) abowt Pak Apgression 78

fhrongh & promeditaind pre-emptive
sptack has been frustrated. The Pak
forevs lixve boen making reponted and
determined offorts to inflict damage on us
and probe for possible woak spots in our
defenices, 'We have heen endeavouring to
blunt Pakistan's aggressive military
machine,

The Pakistani Air Force has been
visiting our airfields, but the damage they

have been able to inflict has been negligible,

We have been able to repair the damage
inflicted and our airfields continue to be
operational, There has beon a gradual
decline in the sorties moumted by the
Pakistani Air Force. This may be the
result of the damage inflicted by our Air
Force on their air installations and air-
fields. So far, we have destroyed 52 of
Pakistani combat aircraft and 4 more
probably damaged 3 Pakistani pilots are
in our custody.

Our Air Force has been concentrating
for the last two days on air defenco of our
forward positions and providing close
support to ground operations. We have
also successfully attempted to dimslocate
Pakistani lines of communication, supply
dumps and oil installations. Wo have lost
22 aircraft in all.

Pakistan’s repeated attacks on Poonch
have been beaten back with heavy losses.
There has been intense pressurc in the
Chhamb Sector. We have withdrawn our
troopa to prepared positions on the river
Monavar Tavi. In the fighting that
preceded this planned withdrawal, Pakis-
tanis lost 25 tanks and they suffered
heavy casualties,. We are exercising
oounter pressure in the area Akhnoor
and Shakargarh.

The Pakistani forces have been pushed
out of the Dera Baba Nanak Enclave.

The bridge across the Ravi is 1n our
possession. Tho attempts on the part of
Pauk forces to inflitrate bohind our lines
have been frustrated.

In the Amritsar Sector, a fow Pakistani
border posis are now in our occupation,
In the Ferozepore area, the Pakistagi

on India (St)

forces have been cjocted from the Scjra
Enclave,

In the Rajasthan Sector, a Pakistani
armoured chlumn made a bid for the
area around Ramgeeh, This column way
held at Longanavala and hags boem peagti-
cally decimated. Twenty tanks wesp-
definitely destroyed and seven more
damagod. We have succecded in
entry mto Smnd from two directions, Our
troops have advanced around various
points and our leading elements ars about
10 miles short of Naya Chor. We hava
also captured Islamgarh, Our forces have
been able to destroy 96 of Pakistani tanks
so far.

In the Eastern Sector, our troops are
acting in concert with Mukti Bahini.
Under our pressure, the Pakistani occu.
pying troops are falling back. The Jessore
airfield was captured by us this morning.
All areas west of Kaliganj have been com-
pletely cleared of Pak troops. The impor-
tant highway from Moherpur viz Jhenida
to Goalandoghat forry has been cut. In
Hilli/Dinajpur area our troops are advan.
cing towards the Rangpur-Bogra highway,
Lalmunirghat, with 1ts airficld has been
captured. The area north of Kurigram,
Rangpur, Dinajpur 1s now free of occupy-
ing forces.

The hon'ble Members are aware of the
capture of Akhaura two days ago. The
strategic centres of Maulvi Bazar and
Brahmanbaria are now surrounded. Feni
was vacated by Pak troops yesterday; the
forward elements of our troops are now
racing towards the Chandpur Ferry.

In Bangla Desh, the Pak Air Forcs has
been virtually wiped out; our air supre-
macy in that aroa is complete. From the
sea, installations of military value have
been pounded around Chittagong, Chalna,
Mangla and Khulna. Al maAritime
connection between the occupying forces
and West Pakistan has been completely
sovered.

The hon'ble Members are awmre of
the daring operation carried out by the
Indian Navy on the night of 4/5th Decem-



finy infiicted sevore dAmiige on tho har-

The three Borvicos are wo;km a
highly infegrated joint plan o ons.
Theefliciency with which these plans have
boctt oxecutéd and the mutual support
which one arm has provided to the other
favo beon gratifymng,

About the UN, 1 have to inform the
House that & safe conduct was given toa
UN. Aircraft C-130 from 8 AM.
to 10 AM. on December 6th. This
could not be utilized by the U.N. At the
roquest of the TN, Representative in
Now Dethi, & safo conduct for U.N., air-
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from 7AM, 10 Il AM. (§1 Theoe
have been Do opesatidos over the Disges
ared sinco 10 P.M. last pight.

It has beeh reported from Dacea that
& UN. aircraft has been damaged over
the Dacca airfield, The Air Headquarters
have confirmed that mo Indian ajrcraft
have been operating in that area wp to
this time. The U.N. have been advised
to investigate in Dacca with rogard to the
damage reported to havs been inflicted on
that aircraft,

I would like, an behalf of the Members
to communicate (o the Armed Forces the
appreciation of the House for the valiant
way i which they arc defending the
country and defeating the enemy,

13-” h-

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Ten of the Clock on Wednesday,
December 8, 1971{Agrahayana 17,
1893 (Saka).



