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oft o= wx wom (vl ) - warfi
&, % qw 7% a7 fe v grEeE F s
 Teu, gy ©% & soidvez 2 foar @Y
ot fead G Al 6t ? e R
$R 40 ¥UT oW Aera § foady
W 9TNd urw 92 § g% e ¥ sfig
a wwy faa

BHRI B. V. NAIK: He has put
the question to the Hon. Minister, Let
him reply.

@t vww ¥yt Fyg 9w T
g v wndw fifierr age A fw
¥ gfm €% ¥ wearz 2 faqn o
e g7 e 7 seare feur A
I HHIT AF WTOET AT ferdde
M wen qr ?

wwrafy wgtew : oy 9 Gfer g,
AT 137 g awwr fasgw femge
w7, 241 Wifeq fe w o1 faq o 592
s § o fow w72 it gy
a7 agw e &t aTgw 7 A0
*Y orx framy 9 e o¥ Dfer § @177
%Y e s 1 & SaRTT oW
gy g wfw.zfrs § am gisr
forrry ™7 )

The question ls:
“That the Bill be passed”.
The motion was adopted,

16.20 hrs.

ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREAS-
URES (AMENDMENT) BiLL

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
BOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(PROF. S. NURUL HASAN): Sir, I
beg to move:

*“That the BIlll to amend the
Antiquities and Art Treasures Act,

1972, as passed by Rajya Sabha, be
taken into consideration.”

The House would recall that this Bill
was passed In 1972, but it took some
time to notify that the Bill has come
into operation. The main reason for
that was that State Governments
were requested to appoint Registra-
tion Officers whose salarles were to
be paid by the Central] Government.
That discussion took quite some time.
1 urged the State Governments to.
make the appointments as soon as
possible. I am grateful to many of
my colleagues in the State GoVern-
ments for heving responded to my
request, but in the very nature of this:
Bill, until all State Governments had
made proper and appropriate arrange-

ments, it would not have served the

purpose which this House intended if.
the Bill has been brought into opera--
tion. Therefore, this Bill was finally

brought inty force with effect from

5th April 1976, throughout India

except in the State of Sikkim.

Under thc Act and the rules that
were notified thereunder, all dealers
had to register themselves and to
register all antiquities which they had,
along with the photographs, within
two months and private collectors
were required to do so within three
months. Numerous representations.
were received both from dealers as
well as from private collectors that
they needed more time to comply with
the provisions of the Act. In fact, they
had enough nctice because the Bill
had been passed by the House in 1972

and it had been brought to-
the notice of all concerned,
but apparently they were wait-

ing for the official notification to
start preparing for the registration of
their objects. So, representations were
received that the time of two months
for the dealers and three months for
private collectors was much too short
and that they would not be able to
do it. They also had complaints about
the rule that fcur photographs of each
antiquity were to be deposited with
the registraticn authorities. Due to
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the rising cost of photographic mate-
rial, many of thc persons involved
submitted thag the cost of submission
~of four copies of photographs would
be very high indeed particularly In
the case of coins and smaller objects
it was considered exorbitant compared
to the price at which these were
generally bought. Some associations
of dealers in antiquities as well as
individual art collectors apprehended
thsi their legitimaty business would
suffer greatly as a result of these
conditions. Many of these persons
also said that they were not fully
aware which of the objects of art held
by them were antiquities covered by
the Act and which were not. Taking
all these factors into consideration it
was felt that some relief should be
given. Government, therefore, advised
the Presideat and he was kind enough
to issue an Ordinance that further
1lime-limit be extended from two to
six months, thereby giving extension
of four months to enable the dealers
o prepare stock registers and complete
photographic documentation of the
antiquities in their collection. The last
date for oblaining licences Iy now
October 4, 1978,

Further, it was also felt that some
relaxstion should be made regarding
the supply of photographs for specified
categories of artiquities By a Gov-
ernment order the size of the
photograph bhas been reduced from
postcard size to the quarter sire
(10 x 7.3 an.) while the number of
photographs required for registration
have been reduced from four to three.
Similarivy, the smaller antiquities like
miniature bronzes, lerracotias, elc.
may be grouped in one photograph—
l!:ruhqmﬂerduundluiumll
Ene.

The >mendment to section 18 ex-
empis from registration antiquities
kept in museums and institutions run
by local attnorities or by any such
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body as the Ceniral Government may
approve by general or special order.
This ‘wa; a very important lacuna
which was pointeg out to us because
it was mentioned that some of the
major ‘nuseums were being run by
municipal authorities and not.. by
State Governments and. therefore,
they would have to supply the details
of each antiquity although they are
among the best run museums in the
country and there is no fear or danger
that any untiquity in those museums
would disappear, For exumple, .Ahe
museum run by Allahabad Municipal
Board, which is an excellent museum,
would have been covered by this Act
and tha; is why, we are coming to
this House with this amendment and
the Ordinance containg that amend-
ment that they can be given exemp-
tion. In the same way, the Prince
of Wales Museumr in Bombay is run
by a society supported by the
Municips] Corporation 0 whick. State
Government and Gevernment of India
have also given assistance from lme
1o time

It was slso decided that we should
proceed graduall’y snd not bring
within the scope of the ensctment all
the antiguties but select those
which *here is an international tre-
ficking and clundestine export. We
have. therefore. proposed thay sculp-
tures in stonc, terracolts, metals,
ivory and hone. pamtings ir, a)l meda
and manuscripis containing paintinga
illustrations and illuminations have
to be regrtered within Lhe tume-iimit
Bo far #s other things are concerned
like coms. arms, armouw;, medals
furniture, textiles and un-illustreted
manuscripts have been, for the time
being, excluied from registration but
are proposed tn be brought wilhia
the scope of the Bill progressively.
The registration machinery has 3l-
ready been sel up conmsisting of 104
posts of Registration Officers and
these are generally under the control
of the respective State Departments
of Archaeology. The response has
already been very good. We have
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received applicttions from dealers for
licence for about 40 upto 31st July,
1976 and thesc applications are being
looked into. The registeration work
is also gcing on smoothly and the
number of applications for registra-
tion of antiquities received through-
out the country till the 31st July,
1876 is 5075. S8ir, one of the effects
of the enforcement of this law has
been that several persons who had “But, he said, severa] of the
collected objects of ary are now giving developed ccuntries, which had been
them either as gift or as permanent the recipients of such cultural
loan to the leading museums of the property, had mnot yet ratified the
country, convention.”

to explore the possibility of getting
back ary objects and other cultural
property remcved in colonial time,
Mr. S. Nurul Hasan, Education
Minister, said here to-day.”

TAT ®27 mar ) fox e oYY
g E—

Sir, the other day I had the pri-
vilege of receiving on behalf of the
National Museum of India, a number
of very valuable objects of art given
by a well-known donor.

X T w7z g @ fF fegwm &
N fafewr  ameroTaR W deEE @
¢, vo7 fggeam &Y wigfaw wdEe
1 fear qz7 ] AR gawT sy Ak
T IR § | TAE FEA A @Y o
Ty e a1 g @ & sen A w0
g Y I arar § fo—

“The British Museum is full of
art objects from India.”

Sir, these are the main features of
the amending bil] which has been
passed by Rajva Sobha ang which I
commend to the House, through you,
for considertion.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

*That the Bill to amend the
Antiquities and Ary Treasures Act,
1972, os passed by Rajya Sabha,
be taken into Consideration.”

ot ewwt fag “AgE” TR

awdyosgn g g fs
@ W & o fow 1% o ared, TR
g § 9TES, TR A &9,

7T arga, § a9 T "y st AN
e g s i A ¥
forg wrwrar s ag ag famr i €
¥ qT W i e & ST o §
W tfrgrw % wrm g § A I
wrTT ¥t wifaz s ¥, ffg,
qrwEl € woft wr ot ST S
¥, aréfia quawel O I 10
whaa} oY adg & F1o¥ wrear § 1 &
wTear w7 ag §qq § fe qg ag fa o
1 e os e aATOr @ | R
# W figg wayare freeran 8, 9% 22
wEd & wE & frwen goT d—

. o hold bilateral
tal::d:::!:rim:eloped countries
1551 LS—3.

MR T K e, TG A A
sTey, 7@ WY agh, 7@ & At §,
awdi ¥, aegFaml @@ Afaar
F st ¥ fggemw &t S0
g(mglfsww*fﬂﬂﬁfw
%) THEGT A7 FAL TAHT A AR @
a fege & fegmn @ @1 ¥
aqa &m fe fegem oF fea
wgr ¥ & 1§ g Y TERAG Ta
ﬁ'mﬁug%wﬁ:ﬁifﬁaﬂ #
mz,:&mmkqﬁtﬁﬁ gfaat
# zar & qfad @& @t T
78 wAfEa TOZ-GUET A3, AW &t
g gafET R, 2w # fafw gefaa
Q“miﬁfﬁmma|
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[& w141 frw sqe )

wavwfr e § N aewTR d
ar-isawiar WaEt ¥ ff @7 qEE
g *1 ST oz § Wi wadifed ¥
gz io@ kaw ft deew
fm Igr AR I T o
farmdiy & fggem ¥t agg= g,
wagfomt, viwr. fvai a7 wafopr =
¥ www ok W o § o oy e
eqawdi o fafado wor q¥ & foeay
& 1 e w7f depfr aft gt 8. e
6t Gt § 1 o0 w1 e §
auagr digr AT A4 & waw
drsrdw b iems e @ 4
f& azax € gf2 81 g fafrar wrre
Fdw v ) gww g fpgam i
TR g WY & sl v o faey
&t qfx 3 wawar & @ 3a67 i raan
fear aar | au &t armgefest x &
vasmfcn i wixtamymft o
a9 Ta § wfexr anlg; ewt ¥ ot
i1 & aw qv fypram ¥ Wi W
whor §, W1 wog s g qaer
wlrer § ) wve wrge fpgena k89
g ag7 & fasgix fgagra o arefia
atefafest €1 wra & ag-+« qrrers fean
TP WEFATITA W1 AT ¢4 qeAw X
fag famr & 3l @ wem § 1 A
frena 8 wrofig grir arft 81 o
wr sv O3 wepfy O apr D oty
fufert &) wre qon syfaam & wr )
N8 Wy ot gsgfa A7 M 9T
e 9 § ) oft querd & frem
s spdrme g @ off
@ 3a% g9 fgyut o dx gfaat &
ot foh § 1ama q@a wr § )
et %7 941 oy Irn wiigd W@
st %1 30 & sowrT, ww wfgy o
A% fipgeara & gfagra ax vem qdm
Wit Ia8) Iry & gy aee faadr
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gvo oY Agareey degfr o ferdt
ot wart g1 Y § IR ww Oy T
togw & o o1 wlmr § A
fywran gt wifie |

TR oY wETNTeY % Wy &
Q¥ fawre oft for m § 1 3 wur v
& fx ¥ ofvww §) yrt wg2 § e ux
Tt 1t e gt 0 A
vk w1 w14 ww g § 397 90 wAM
fe awqe & ag erog ¥ a1 (fger &
o

& e O § oy qe g & -
T %7 qqior eTry A way § o wgi-wg
ot €1 gnege @ wgtagt wart
Y arit wifgw )

wdr gror & fufww wrri & gaga
wE | ICTOOWET v ¥
festagr gqee & soad: a6 o v
N 2§ Twdr v TENA wied

gu1t Aty fagre § v raw
& T grit § & grv fame & fafrey
wqm A qey § AT Qe ¥ qER )
w €. g il ) wqefi P
wrredireg € quré pf Afen T 6
T oww Rher w1, 91 =
w7 fxwr ) gt qr gat & e @
e & fory oy wfgin

wwarr fx & dnfrq & e fe-
winfrn iae g ) wrE ow ag w9 A
gor R fx fe, g erag ko X3@r o
warm v wifgy 7 o 9 A
o1 w1d gre & forar arm wifgd @
qeaves s Qe qafr 1 I
fore Farw @t sforsn Fieoft P frea 3
fagre it w1 wgn § Fis 24 9P
oy § ww ot & e gt T
§ T e o5 v o & oy W
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wit e 8% aut b oft fom £ 1
IAET w o A ) Nfea gz e
T warfa ¥ o7 a7 werd gong
o dn o a ) g g
g g 'Tﬁ&if Wi w7 g7 q";[f
g wrfyd

YRI-¥ET GT WG TR 1 015 77
™ § w71 By § fe G v ot 7
ot & §fem 31 vy w7% o9 I
TR AT e A X AR
™ & g wowma a7 g g
wifid 1 ArwgE ¥ gfaar & Sm wy
¥ fag oA § oty v & s A
Fagw S g1 I i dw oy
¥anma gt wfir gy = o§
agrdr O T R fonls @7 w3t e
g T kT Ew E A gE A
aewr Am ey dfpfes <
®1 T A &7 g0 ¢ 1 IR A
= qafsz & fr x7 & =T T,
g fa, weq w1, Afawwi, gorarT
wrfz ¢ Owat Gt § ) af a7
A Ot A% 7 7 eara A far 1w
TF ik fe O @ FA7 T @
ary § 3478 I GAF & awa A
FUT | WIGR GeF 1947 F TR A0
W Ew & /vy Ay g ) fwT 1972 R
®A7 xaTa1 afex 37 w7 1 o A
a® g A fem oman gz w0
aaTar § 7 ag gwTE ST W AT 8
%%z e B 1 &% Ed § f wa
o s fafagi &8 @ % 99,
Afes f @ w FAF AT « TS
JUET qwa § g AT w1 WA
wgwgaT

aTs wr faw i g wsr fEa,
T ¥ fowrdl £ i gTFA T
ST foea & % Toreqra ¥ afet
w1 Fofor gy &, S Y 97 afeat

 fosar & 1 afar o) & s frlt
#ﬁwﬁwé‘f‘é‘nﬂgwgrm'}w
gt &, &few ot awreIT § oY @
T G fear § ) o wre A S w7y
2 fs $5 37 swTeTh W o Afer
¢ arg | Tfefrd v €, sEer 9
Tafas ofoarer & smavEar g
Trfeg 377 qure § fr go faw w1 ofz
w1 {17 FriEfar a9y § A
i WAt S ae gt aafafaan,
aFgFEiRl WY ST wawst #r
aqfwa ¢ & fewrya s wfey | gH
I7 TR OF el ) ger€ a0 Ty
SET EAT QAT ¥ ferT g ¥ 23
gr &1 o gm efgrE o A
wFTw q& | AE A garE 78 g F
Tz AHEAT ¥Aw A a1 WY Y qW
agl grft, afer Q@ A Jqar AT
wfel f ag g7 a0 ) fewrer
T, ITH W TG ¥ WITHE AN
TEE( FTaT § a1 IHH AL AT AT
g1 ot & graT § & wE o g
wfa fas s1dY § &1 o @R qTEm
TEE! T T UG §, TR GALIAT
% agt wod § | oifwd s § Fe
a1 #Y STY A T agE F-
Ffaqi # fewwa &' 1 ST AU
gam ag & f& s agge Fengfaat
&7 ITET FW A 7 FE Y FI
T W | A T GE F A
gt &w A fefrdia #1 fedwi &
FT FT HYAT AL AHA § IT A
& g Y ATOEY | TF T WYX HAT
aufas add & s At fear 1 AR
o gt & e el Y e e 1 Y

w19 ¥ w1 & i fadwY & ot gwrly
s Fafadt &t a9 FOF w1 T
foar s | 3 fade § fin falwt &
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([« wxar faw wge]

ot W T Wy Arafoat §. A
wfgre o, aQdarsw | rreY w
T F ot wwd § O 9T W W) frere
woT wifed | YW At # Wy roivaw
w1 § € e wrw Y frerr s wifyd

TNt g wwrrfvdt € W
I a1 emfer 1 o) R R g
ST e Wil &7 cwema arwt & ol
fard & warn gt wifgd @ k@
dfaat cnfrw & famfrk &, a1 Yws
Tty o Qe §
o w1 aft 3t srweq w7 v @
w1 Wt ot swrefaat &) dw & o
WA XX ¥ WTETT Y wgrEm w41 IN
& ormn fear wmar oA Wi @
et wrer fafuat o fperes oy
fowy frinfy

araret oy e g § e or ATed
¥ u- wwi4 grn wfed fe groft won-
vl w1 fewr worr qrfery vy
W § ) 83 ogr § e o & @ oy
werfn & F § T grfen rer &
art & fiem & ww @Y W
ah § fr fow wfige ¥ T
frwrer &t m woht |

feyam 3 sy chagre o
tw # g% e ) sarehhar §, I
g ooy ¥ fag wr e fed
wifeq, g7 ot & Frwg Qo wifyg o
w1 & fenl, wre fydy it arsege
oife g1 orpfa o7 scear 2 o3 fesTe
m O A 9T, oAE fag eqewTY
g aifgy, arfs g 37 swipfas &
fesran &7k # qun ) ¢ it T
wistatand,

= faw & sy faaw o1 gz € ot §
Y 93 a7 i fg segral @

woryfagt € e & wfas gfiv o ghit
¥ it oF e Y R fr wfa-
wifqt &) sgraar & wengfagt 6
0 WY T ewAr 1 & oy vy wwar
K fe Avgriat v Reverdl i 22
metizR «T T Syt wifieg 1 Faer
! w7z fawe } X w1 qr fear
wT T 8 1 ¥ 3EeT /1A fogar m,
m faxr w1 feqe vz fyez i aqr
wrgmr | e oy feqre fwer geame
& wata §, ¢w fog gawl |t sowe
faer & w13 &7 fewr @ wTw I5PMT
wrfgy, arfegw 7o & qrm &t
o oW qoeTt ® o 0 amw AW
g as A R Tl fuw sz tm ) o=
YT ) T SR )

T wat & e & Cw fedas w1
¢y wor f T a= AT w©
evee v g Fx 3P T3 OF (g
o wm WA o

ot wtwre frw (wrgeft) : g
agrry, fuwr aufht ¥ (o fodew &
wrer wyr e fear 1 (A wF
gher @ | g Cr o ;N oe § fr
gurt fwerr Wit ok (faga-fow
qfefedry & qwme Qe dras )
# 3rer arrdt § e g fadus &
arh & forg 3ae) T AT

R afs orwr wxz FTA €1 0¥
o erw ag ¢ e AR o
vut gfy ¥ gt 8wt of ghadi
Wt st @ erow s
Cot I o quhi Fear § o7 OrF
fog & 3reY wmrere dnr g 1

wr agvem & R exeitz @ 0§
s rFag e & frg Tt 3 O 0T &
wefa Ot at €, miwt & qUg T
wu:!ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂm"
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T gaR, € fam ¥ 11 qw wAA §
“Shall be accompanied” &} ¥ =q17

qrymitTe fer o § -

“Shall, in the case of such anti-

quities or ¢lass of antiquities a3z the
Central Government may, by noti-

fication in the Official Gazette,
specify, be accompanied.”

A A7TFQ (ERAwey §1 Aw-
w7 Qi o7 avat ¥ qraver Foan man
ar | 6T o7 ¥ qgr7T F Few wrw
=3 ryfwaw, x=t otz gfwafes
®AITLY, FREAT T GO qrIeE F faar
& T Eq THC oF gzt & qf w37
srq fearg

7= {1 AL1eT 7 wav & v g fados
Ty PR AR 9T P I, IfEw
A¥ ATAETL, T QI AF7 &
£ fga £ T TAr g7 78§ 3 6T
R fomdtaaf s mr s
aqffagt s1 =Ty Y wrAr & | TAFLT
& g} ¥F TAF & OF, 24T & 2 71
ary ¢ 0. " fag g5 wfg
whear NTEH g S ed w0
Yz A7 3G g 1Y E, IR 9w
g7 faa & fay ¥33 77 737 27 A,
afss & T Imar Yt Feq wAvag ¥ wfa
WA T KT AR T w4 fr
=1 3% T IPPTaw w39 I5TATE )
qR rar amar & fr ag g7 fam & sromw
¥ awrrrfeat & gao 9T wsq) afez
o7 BET | § a7 sz g AR A
are & £ 7% xfa qfwar war wAT g

wa oF A1 ¥X TAF ardw # ;%
wriwwr &, @feT W § N g9% 59
wrfaat 7 7€ & 3% 9T w77 TRAT
g 778 1 78 fs 7 a1 Qfefet qoT
g € AW ZIT § I TW A KT
anas § fe gara 2 fraar g,

framr dfmerfas ot feaaT treama
WM feT a2 oY v 331 § fF gy
TAT MTHIFT Q97 347 adFx &
g sifgg 1| ¥fFT @ WAt aw A
faar mar & | w7 g fagor ¥ e @y
gz & swwar § & gae) ag g frar
ST W7 g SHATEAATFAE ) -

A7 1% & 1947 § OF FLT FA0
formd wfeg & gt 1 gfamt AT gaar
F N T AAT IO 4, A%
gxare 97 Sfaasg s faar mar g
ghas 1R ¥ araIT W a7 FW
g78 & gnar g1 gy waf 1 @
7R A% 37 {17 @ fr ww
gy 3w w1 qrary fafy Fada & 9+
Frqr W T T g e a7 @ I
oYr g7 A7 A% fay o it 5w
w79 AT &) @ ARG FT AV TIH
gt "e3fa ot avrar S qor
4% FA0 | gafeC gw wd &L fF
7 5 T F€ 33 3 I sTqear
w1l 73127 1 %, 39% frg 1% faaw
Far ¥ ar% 37 faaat &1 o€ ¥ qwy
Z 1w & 7 g orey fed ) wwd
7z =18 oY g e dnr w0 g7 oFF
JTd AT ITHT FO ¥ gE) @ar % |
T TFTCH §T ¥ 7707 6y 3ga 59 f4a
=T A9 F7 T fagw gowr T
fasFs T 7% 1 1969 ¥ AT I,
afe=1rg, AT q3wr qIT TIERIT TR
¥ agn & qhagt QY 0% 7R 7IA
qg7 Ay ¢ FWT gUT §F W
Ff g ag 1 '

weqY Y qAT AT #T W@ § fored
fag & a5 gerarz o fe o gt
gfagt gard argt st of § ey A9
qgt ATH &TT1 A7 | ITH! TA1 OFiA
# £ | SRE T3 EAT AT FaT A fwT
T A ¥ TqT A X qaw fqF
wdf qar g mrar AR ey §
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(st wre=.q faw)

& qv frgexr oy wwm fx wx
T weerr T fewr R e
afeey At g wrfpgefer & ot &
o mAt & g § @ T s
cr ft g7 orfrey ) ¥ Q' =Rk g
™ ¥ feg vy wife oo M o
ITw! X Y gT oY wom ¥ K A Mgy
(A W) ¥ fw vl ot wg fafw @ <o
™I 8% wT | ¥F arg F {7 & () T
¥ WAEYT ATPTIT wTETC T IEE fog
X qwTT W 3w §) § 1 (FF fey
YR §TETC &1 WY SAv SPRwi 5
wea 9 gen Qv R fowre
femw & a1 TH¥ A A P & )

s7 Tien o aest w1 ‘wNTY
s sTé W R ww £ wifypr 8,
! =T o O wmr T T R
N X Ar ¥ A QT wr
Rzt §1 @1e oud arfe vx & O A
Qe

3 wrgy wew o T w6
waw § o owit wyew (aw1 & w7
w4 fx gt o Tret ¥ T oyt IWE
are arq ey e ot €, A%t fovn
(fowsfs o s ot 0. @t ™
T SO TR g

F W aof daves B acft waar
o7 wgn fodv wTh §, w91 ST agn
waret fit 573 § ) (v Wi ) i
wreTr ¥ oy« why, W o0
erfge, fen drgs gwrear R fs e
arsrrcrfifmtra el | U A |,
gt Farw ¥ wgn & medz qdfen
R CE arg ¥ ww g F AR O h
ww o sTow W §, reefw
seq ¥, 7% fasky Wy v Sl @Y &
farerk srrwTr oYt ity qafwat fow

236

LT eI B v gl gm ATx & Kw
Mﬁﬂmmﬂqn{tnvm
Rk

warefa wghea . v Ol Vgt
WIT $a% 9T g7 wga wfmre 67
wrd §fwa & et ¥ ay ot g7 v @ fr
I w2 ot fekwit w amn g ?

w! wnmre faw : g, ofex
Al § g e ¥, Ie aw
] ot & wawm f for Wt o v wx
& wm | gw f v, ¥ fevn &
ww & tw fegys o1 nfew & smea
€N E YT QTOET g m g o

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandi): Sir
while supporting thig Buill I would like
to submit certain suggestions. Thi
country is the cradle of civilisation
and it has become, after the evolution
of thousands of years, a beautify!
lapestry 1n which various cullures
bave been interwovea 10 make Indiy a
beautifu] home of art. It is » tressurr
house of the antiquities and pieces of
art ¢reated by mankind through the
ages. It should be the duly of the
Government not only 10 sgr that they
are not stolen but also (o presene
them properly. | have been in Lhs
House for quite some Ume and (it was
a matier of grest concern {o me o
bear sboul ten years back that some
besutiful miniature paintings with the
signature of Emperor Jehangir were
smuggled out from the Jaipur Museum
Of course tbe Curstor Sangram Singh
was arresied but (hough he might
have been arrested those things which
have gone out of the country canno!
be salvaged. We are lucky to havt
been able to salvage the Hannl
Murti of Chamba when it was about 1°
be shiploaded from Bombay. The fam-
ous Mataraj Murti has also been laken
away from South India and & f"‘;
eoprim‘chnhnnnllﬂdm"".d
believe pegotiation,; are being ﬂ"""k
on by the Government to procure b€
that famous Nataraj Muril
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The speakers who preceded me have
spoken about the various pieces of art
end antiquities which gong abroad.
Since 1957, when I came to this House,
1 had been requesting time and again,
when Prof. Humayun Kabir and also
when Maulana Azad was in charge of
this Ministry, that the books of the
India House Library should be procu-
red These are famous pieces of our
culture and if we cannot get them back
we should at least try to have micro-
films of these books taken and preser-
ved here. At that time I also made a
request that we should use our good-
offices with the Britith Government to
try to get back the Kohinoor Diamond
which has been so precious and of such
sentimental value to this country, and
also the Peacock Throne. For the time
being we are very friendly with the
Imperial Government of Iran and we
could use our good-offices to retrieve
the Peacock Throne and restore it to
its proper place in the Red Fort.

Some time back I was stunned to
read in the papers that when the previ-
ous President visited Thailand he pre-
sented an antique image of the Buddha
to the Thai Government. I don't
know how far it is true but it pained
me greatly to read it. 1 hope this is
not correct and that the Minister will
repudiate it.

-

So far as private collectors are con-
ceroed, I take my hat off to Salar Jung
of Hyderabad who invested his whole
fortune entirely in collecting pieces of
art. His is one of the finest museums of
this country. I also salute such other
patriots who have rendered immense
gervice for the preservation of art in
this country.

17 hrs.

S0 far as Orissa is concered, 1 come
from a place where, if you scratch the
earth anywhere, you will come across
antiquities; there is every scope that
antiquities will be available, . beautiful
gculptures will be available in plenty.
But their preservation is important.
I would like to cite the example of

one Museum in my constituency, the
Belkhandi Museum. I request the hon.
Minister to make a note of it. There,
the Museum ig just for the name’s sake;
the images are there, but there is no-
body to look after them; people go in-
side the Museum and cook their food
and the place has become absolutely
black; all the iron railings have been
removed. Fortunately, the local people,
who are mostly Adivasis, do not know
the actual value of these art pieces;
otherwise, those things would have
been lost for all time to come,

So far as monuments are concerned,
according to our Constitution, monu-
ments are of two kindS. monuments
of national importance and monu-
ments of State importance, So far as
monuments of national importance
are concerned, their preservation is
the concern of the Central Govern-
ment. So far as the monuments of
State importance are concerned, it is
the duty of the State to look after
their preservation, I must state frankly
that nothing much has been done to
preserve those monuments which are
still with us, to preserve them from
moisture, from sun, from wind and
from sand. If you look at Konarak:
you will find that all the beautifiul
sculptures have been eroded by sand,
wind and sun. There should be chemi-
cal treatment and those should be
properly preserved.

Now ] come to the fake antiquities.
This has become an art. You go to
Janpath; you will find that there are
so many Tibetans selling antiquities.
Those antiquities are newly-made
pieces : they are made antiques; you
put them under the earth for two
months and they become antique;
even brass pieces, with the application
of some chemical, look greenish and
they are sold at fabulous prices ; the
poor tourists are being cheated like
anything, Ultimately, the had name
comes to the Government. I would,
therefore, like to draw the attention of
the Minister to this. He must have
some authority to find out whether the
antiques are really antiques or they
are fake antiques.
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As the time is very limited, I am
not going into the details. 1 welcome
the move, though it Is belated, Much
action could have been taken since
the last three years However, belter
late than mnever, 1 fully support the
BilL

Y ey yrr(areft) o gwrafr
YT, T O gur w2w § fam &
FTT YW FTYT ¥ §AF AT WY
qwT | I¥ TA-TErOATGY w7 TN W
2. wgt & wruv i waryfoat Sye k)
3 qgit W ®TNTT § ¥ i —uw AT
g wivraw W §—fe aeg gy ww
¢, Arrwrh vk P girerr= W ama
Wfsy, am g dwwa ss o it
O wireraw Wi, ¥fer arrd IW wer
O a wf wof), gfee fam & g1
& 77 | ot /) are dewa 5 & g
safrrsionst R L, Mrrgres
am Y day-oy fem 1972 & o7
% §W € 917 1976 ¥ N7 Ay
g, arh faw are g & wrearT O
amy gar, J8% ok W wf vy frery
R as! ferk feagr oz 4

17.08 hrs

(St P. PARTHASARATHY i  the

Chair],

fonegn ffrrqwe &
£ra Pt grvrd § 7797 foem qwre
woraraw §ur § 1 aoXx dwww s @

Antiquities and Art AUGUST 24, 1976

Treasures (Amdt.) Bill 240

himsell or by any other person on
his behalf, carry on the business of
selling or offering to sell any anti.
qQuity except under anq sccordance
with the terms and conditions of a
licence grunted under sSectio 8"

€ 7T Y Iy oA o wHA o fear
¢ 1w 3§ a1 7 fie few fom orow &
wrxae & fag ferfY Fendt oaveww
art § ¥1 qTwe & fwg | wror anar
tfrqgegartar qel § 1 & vrmmr
YT e g | w9 wT v # §Y avw
gt Wi avt gt ot fawr araft
ared ¥ fmr ag i } -

“antiquity™ includes—any article,
object or thing of historical interest”

qy wgn wre dEfawa § ) grwren &
wt & ddr ¥ fax qawfr f 0 T X
TR ANt walt v ot {0
9T O 7Y SR & sfoar gy §
arest am § fe ferm ga qv aw
wom ? A g8 WY O ¥Qur | qv &
g%t Tl s€ N &0 P ? e
qrry vt ? & awwn g fx wxa
ok ark & o7 v ) g ) g7
San SINZT W ST g § g 6
erntaw &1 Qvear wgk & ) fpgena
& TEe ¥ I3 * A I Qo QA
ot 1 T % ) wrew) wifgd ot fe o
QX ATIEY FAEITA KT, T 16 07T
' difer Tk | Owd § f wEE
W & wvwen get wfgr o o
v o argd afacl o & foar 8,
sqfyan &) & fory § o qw ogfaae @
we gare ginat a1 qfeat ar ot fan
e e 1 Ter Bt e =D
ArerDR T g ? demx 18wV
T 7 —
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“Nothing in section 14 or sec-
tion 16 or section 17 shall apply
to any antiguity kept—

(}) in a museum; or
(if) in an office; or
(iii) in an archive; or

(iv) in an educational or cul-
tural institution, owned controlled
or managed by the Government”

WA KR! (AFETE w7 faar ¢ uir
wefem §:

“It was also considered neces-
sary to enlarge the scope of the
exemption under Section 18 of
the Act so as to cover antiquities
kept in museums, offices, ar-
chives, or educational or cultural
institutions....”

Qrawr 99T a7 fw w7 wfagt wF gt
wixf ® wrer ¥ ;g W@ AT A
ATET A AT | T TN T 97 fE -
91z wfyeay & o7 qyiwAy $=-
Ay # N wE AAAES § IR
wTy gadt Bt /YT wer qAd g g
AT WA ¥ q@ AT T §
IR W1 I fagow AJ]T Fhr )
RIZIT ITH AN gAN | §AF IgT Sy
grefwe grit 1 Aeqr Ay frg
FXATAT LI AT A T IGT AT AW
T & 1 g8t w9 9Ar A ey gad
dar w3 @R & | oW O &) TR
arr R 1uN QT F A E ) 7@ win
ara & i & qrey w77 sfawi § ) ogn
sMT # w9 ¥ 17 18 W FIFIT
sTfear S & 78 Tgar qr fw
dowT 18 ® g wiiwy w3¥ | afexw
Xar qgd qr dar ) @A ] | g7 909
¥ sqfags o nqFwTY TREINT FT
wifaa £ & nyae s faar  fs 37t
! B2 & FrT 1 F T/ T qgAn Aé
sTarg |

feR v Ak ¢ o e
W far @ § ¥ qar 7 1 15 fa
1 w9 gaa fean gEa famre a9t
AT Tk | W@ dewT 14 F qoR
LR &

“In the case of any person, with-
in 15 days of the day when he
comes into ownership....”

DA 15 feT e ? w@ o o
A Tk qF | ¥2 ¥ w9 oF wFrAr
1L | &g agt 15 faT

)

wiq w7 % Fogoeeo o | at
ar ¥ arg & 7 wiw awr v g
w1 331 foraeve fer § ) sroga fawr
¥ 7 w197 a7 @ § 34% g
oiq EIAG TF g Giad 7T, g7 A
wifae 7Y T | T argEeT TIT W
R NI |

DR. RANEN SEN (Barasat): I
wholeheartedly support the Bill
though it is a little belated.

While spesking on this Bill, I
was reminded of a famous poem
written by Rubindranath  Tagore
entitled “India, the Shrine” in which
he has said that here in India the
Aryans, the non-Aryans, the Huns,
the Scythians, the Mongols, the
Chinese, the Pathans, all got mixed
up and a composite culture grown
in this sacred soil of India. There-
fore, though it will be a little out-
side the purview of this Bill, I want
to draw the attention of the Minis-
ter to two or three things.

It is good that registration and
other things will be necessary. But
there are &ny number of manus-
cripts, paintings, statues and busts
in our country which are still not
explored and things which have
been explored but are not properly
taken care of. I want to mention
just one or two examples.
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The Asiatic Society is a tressure-
house of any number of valuable
manuscripts, busts, statues and
paintings. Even  there are paint-
ings which have been autographed
by King Shah)ehan, but it is re-
ported in Calcutta newspapers two
days back. in Calcutta Statesman,
that many of these antiquities are
being kept neglected without pro-
per care, on the floors of the Asis-
tic Society. 1 had moved a ques-
tion which, unfortunately, became
unstarred in which [ raised ths
question. Now, in that Asiatic So-
ciety which is nearly 200 years' old
started by Sir William Jones and in
which very known and famous In-
dian intellectuals were also con-
nected. many of the manuscripts
are rotting and proper care has not
been taken to preserve them pro-
perly. | want toc know whose res-
ponsibility it is. Now, there is &
quarrel among the authorities and
the Board of the Asiatic Society as
a result of which there is slmosy a
total desdiack. Would be Govern-
ment of India see that in the in-
terests of preserving all these very
valuable manuscripts, paintings.
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are all associuted. 1 am told that
many valuable earlier period manus-
cripta are riolting without proper
care. | am told that certain techno-
logical difficulties are there, but we
should resolve these things and
see that these manuscripts are pro-
perly preserved. The manuscripts
may not be tuken outside India. But
while in India, we should see that
these manuscripts are properly pre-
served and prolected and proper care
is taken of these things. This is my
submission.

I can speuk of Bengal and Bihar.
There are many numbers of very
valuable art structures. In Mailda dis-
trict there is a pathan mosque called
Adina Masjid. Nobody |Is looking
after such wonderful specimens of
urchitecture. We should have new re-
searches to find out certain old Hindu
civilizations which lie buried under
the soll. Who is looking after all
these things? Of course other Acls
are there. But as you know all these
things are inter-related. The hon
Munister iz 8 knowledgable person
and an erudite ascholar, I hopg he
will take carc of all these things and
he will sericusly think of these
manusctipts lying in the nationa’
library and the Aslatic society, the
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad and other
pleces also. Mr Madhukar talked
about Pains museum. There ig the
Salar Jung Muscum. There are other
museums. It is the duty of the Cen-
tral Government to properly guide
the State Governments and other or-
gsnisstions looking after these things
and try to sclve their difficultie:
both Anancis]l end administrative
With these words, | suport this.
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what is proposed to be done ig per-
fectly in consonance with the Direc-
tive Principles of State Policy. Here

it says:

It shall be the obligation of the
State to protect every monument
or place of object of artistic or his-
toric interest, declared by or
under law mede by Parliament, to
be of national importance, from
spoliation, disfigurement, destruc-
tion, rcemovel disposal or export,
as the case may be.

The most operttive pary is—remo-

val, disposal or export, as the case
may be. Antiquities are meant to
be in temples, mosques, churches,
etc. Disposal or export means they
would hLave left the country and
they would have gone to places which
are not at all the places of their
origin,. I am wondering how this
very long process of registration,
without any value conteny of that
particular thing, the ad wvaloremn of
the particular pieces of art, would
help us im carrying out these Direc-
tive Principles.

How will this be of much use in
order to protect our art treasures—
these antiquities? I would wish if
the hon. Minister finds some time—
he has to find time in most of his
busy commitments—to go to Belur
and Halebid—he will find that each
stone—there are millions of stones—
will be valued in thousands of rupees.
If the girls made of stones or the
dancing girls made of stones, are
valued, they would be wvalued in
thousands of rupees. Virtually, if
anybody were to auction out the
Belur temples, they would fetch
money not in lakhs or millions or
crores but in billions. Of course I
am not approaching in a negative
way—of course Rajasthan and West
Bengal have the greatesi treasure
house, of ancient art and culture in
this country. A large proportion of
that is very much in the south—in

Belur. Why these were not properly
maintained—I do not know that.

SHRI M. C. DAGA: The point here
is that they arc not properly main-
tained. There are Jain temples there.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: Therefore, I
feel that in order to carry out the
Directive Principles of State Policy,
firstly tha country must ban all ex-
ports—total ban on export of antiqui-
ties and art treasures in this country.
Then nothing will be lost. As long
as these antiquities ang art treasures
are circulating within the country,
nothing will be lost. Of course they
will have to be exhibited at one
place or nther. Therefore, while I
welcome this Bill, it is giving only a
fringe importance to Art. 40 of the
Directive rrinciples of State Policy.
Something more stringent in pre-
serving it within the territory of
India will be most welcome. I hope
that the hon. Minister will bring in
such a legisiation very soon.

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: Sir, I
am extremely grateful to the hon.
Members for the support that they
have given to this Bill and also for
the kind words that they have spoken
as also the very deep interest which
this House as well as the other House
has been taking in reserving our
rich culture heritage. Not only we
in this country are proud of it but
all lovers of art and cultura through-
out the world are also proud of it

The interest of the hon. Members
is a source of great strength and
encouragement to all of us to whom
the responsibility of looking after
these treasures has been entrusted.

Sir, I will try to refer to the point
that has been made by the hon.
Members. But, if I am not able to
refer to each of the points, that is
because of the shortage of time, I
can assure my hon. friends here that
I shall give the most respectful con-
sideration to the suggestions that they
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have mmde, many of which, I Lave
no doubt, are capable of being Im-

plemented with great profit to this
country,

Sir, the first point that was rajsed
was with regard 1o the treasures that
have been taken out ‘of the country
first during the colonial period and
then smuggled out of this country
after Independence,

SHRI M RAM GOPAL REDDY
(Nizamabad): But, what about
Takht-e-tacos?

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: 1 have
heard about it. 1 was told that §t is
in Teheran. 1 am afraid I have not
seen this. | have gone there and
made a careful study of what was
considered to be the Takht-e-Taoos
in the National Imperial Bank of
Tehersn. But, it {s not there. 1f we
get any clue, we will certainly like
to look into this matter.

As my hon friend over there
rightly pointed out, many of the
developing eountries have not yet
ratified the Unesco Convention and
we are therefore trying to organise
"bilateral talks with some of them to
ensure that st least those objects of
art which we can prove were stolen
from our couniry or smuggled out of
our country illegally can be refurned.

We have received a grest deal of co-
operation even without formal ratifica-
tion from some of the governments
of the developing countries. For ex:
ample. hon. members refsrred to the
Shivapuram Natraj. Only recently,
the person who had acquired this from
the person who had smuggled it out
dormally transferred the ownarship
of the BShivapuram Natara) to our
Ambassador In the USA and we have
agreed that it can be exbibited public-
Iy for a period of len years after which
it will come back.

Similarly, we bave also received co-
operstion from the UK in regard (0
some of the sculptures of Nalanda
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which had been stolen/smuggled out,
and in the same way about the sculp-
ture belonging to the Banga Sahilya
Parishad which has been brought back,

In this connection, I would like to
pay a iribute to the oficers of the
Archaeological Survey of India and of
"the Central Bureau of Investigation
who huve taken a lot of initiative in
preventing smuggling, in recovering
objects of art and sculpture which have
been stolen and In trying to get back
these objecty; when they have gone
abroad through means other than legsl
and diplomatic.

Only recently a Seminar was held
in Mexico which was attended by the
Director-Genergl of Archaeology in
India and also by the Director of the
CBI. One of the main points discussed
there was what to do about, and how
to prevent the smuggling out or theft
of antiquities and art treasures,
specially from developing countries
and countries which have a very nich
art heritage such as [taly. It was Or-
ganised, if 1 remember correctly, under
the auspices of Interpo] and we have
been receiving co-operation from them

To protect sculplures specially, we
have increased the number of monu.
ment attendants, The number is now
sculpture sheds where loose sculptures
can be put back

Anxiety was expressed about the
decay of Ajanta paintings. 1 bave
great pleasure in informing the House
that the apprebensions in this regad
are unfounded. | myself went ’
made a very careful examination :,
the palntings. | examined careful
also the report given by our India®
specialists who came to the conclusich
that there is no decey of pigments. T0
strengthen our report and the 0PI/
of our experts, we invited one of t¢
very tamous experts of the Smiths™"
jan organisation In the US/T¥O €
perts were sent loulbrmmscaw
our request and all of them
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supported the findings of the experl
commitlee appointed by the Archaeo.
logical Survey of India However,
protective stepg that were being taken
o remove incrustation and ensure that
there are no termites, etc. contintie ‘o
be taken,

Anxiety was also expressed about
Tajmahal, At the present moment the
condition of Taj is quite satislactory.
Bul we have appointed an expert com-
mittee to examine the effect of pollu-
tants in ajr and water in Agra at the
moment and what are going to he the
likely effect of the establishment of the
refinery at Mathura. My colleague
the Minister of Petroleum has already
slated that this mater was being
looked into very carefully and that
nothing would be done which would
harm or damage our national heritage.
1t was also suggested that we should
seek the co-operation of the masses
and that we should try to educate
them. It is quite correct that without
educating the masses and making
them conscious of the richness of nur
heritage and seeking their support,
we will not be able to achieve what
we desire to achieve.

For this purpose we have under-
taken a number of steps; it includes

a very interesting programme taken
up last year whereby university, vol-
lege and school students were involved
in looking after some monuments in
their neighbourhood and the reports
that we have received are extremely
encouraging. We are also trying to
organise as part of non-formal edu-
cation an understanding of our cul-
ture. The national museum has pre-
pured a cultural kit for schools so tl_iat
our people can get an understanding
of our cultura] heritage.

Reference was made to excavn.tio_ns
in Bihar. ancient site of Vikramasila
in district Bhagalpur, by the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India. Recently
some excavations had also been under-
taken at WNalanda where new mural
paintings of the Pali period were
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brought to light, As re i

inga which had been mt‘e:-l;:fi t:::eb?vr:;
hon. tr;end, I will be grateful if he
could give me S0me more informaticn
80 that we can explore the possibility
further. ... (Interruptions). If the hon
l!aembers would bear with me for a
little more, I shal] try to satisfy them.

This country, as has been rightly
poipted out, has lnnumerablelgsite-s
which can yield extremely promising
results. But there is one aspect of ex-
cavation which we should all remem-
ber. Excavation according to leading
archa.eolugists is what ig called des-
t.ruchon; the evidence which comes to
light as a result of excavation is then
destroyed several times. Therefore
any haste in excavation, any unplan-
ned programme of excavation or ex-
cavation by persons who are not
really experts is likely to do more harm
than good. For this reason we have
been very careful to proceed slowly,
to give licenceg slowly and in a plan-
ned, phased manner rather than allow
haphazard excavation activities

Another point that has been raised
is about Bilkhandi museum; it is not
a central museum; it may be State or
local museumn. If my hon. friend and
collegue there would send me some
information I would look into it.

Regarding Konarak. I should submit
that I have myself seen it very care-
fully, both from the point of view »f
structural conservation and chemical
treatment. A great deal of valuable
work is being done and I am at least
satisfied that there is no danger to {he
wonderful and magnificient carvings
and sculptures of the Sun Temple.
The other museum which is planned
to be put up in Orissa is at Ratnagirl
where a Buddhist site has been exca-
vateq by the Archaeological Survey of

India.

Dr. Ranen Sen referred to the Adina
mosque in Malda, This is a centra}ly
protected monument and is bemgl
taken care of by way of annual andl
special reports. But if my hon. friend
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bas any information that there is any
type of meglect in looking after it, !
would request him to send me a letter
and I will have it looked ‘nito imme-

diately.

So far as theft and smuggling acti-
vities are concerned, we have soughbt
the cooperation of the State Govern-
ments. We have asked them to sireng-
thep the watch and ward. We have
ourselves been donng whatever s
possible. The customs officers have
been truined to ensure that there is
no smuggling. More than that, under
the activities which have been under-
taken by the Central Government
sgainst smugglers, drastic artion has
already been taken against a few of
the most well.known. if 1 may gay so
notorious smuggler.

Regarding India Office Library, we
asre negotisting with the British Gov-
ernment and urging them....

SHRI P. K. DEO: For the last 23
years!

PROF, 8 NURUL HASAN- Yes; it
is not in our hands as the hon. mem.
ber knows. Bul the other suggestion
of the hon. member iy being taken up
by us That Is pending the negotia-
tions regarding the ownership rights
of the library, we have negotiated 2
programme of microfiiming those re-
cords which are not available in our
national museum A number of geps
have already been identified and |
hepe this programme will start soon.

SHRI P. K. DRO Anything about
Kohinoor?

PROF 8 NURUL HASAN: That is
a different problem.

I am afrsid my hon. triend. Shri
Daga perhaps did not care to listen to
my Intrductory remarks Otherwise.
some of his doubty would have been
dispelled. However, may be T was not
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clear enough in my presentation of
the cage and I will try to satisfy him
against, Section 18, as originally passed
by this House, gave sxemplion only te
those’ museums which were owned or
controlled direcfly or indirectly by the
Central or State Governments, Now
what we are atlemptling to do is to
‘.ncrease the scope of this exemption.
Some of the other museums such as
the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay
or the Allahabad Museum are being
sought to be included in the list uf
institutions to be exempted, In addi-
tion to this, we will also examine any
case of a private museum on merits
and decide. If we are satisfied that
their care of the art objects and the
safety of these objects is satisfactory,
then we will certalnly consider ex-
empting them.

In regard to the Salar Jung Museum,
1 would like 1o remind the House that
it hag already been declared by tlhis
Parliamen® to be an insfitutior of
rational imporiance, and fundg for its
looking after will be provided directly
by the Central Government.

We have also provided under various
other schemes for the survey of
records and manuscripts by ‘he
Regional Records Survey Committec.
We have also taken up under the
Archaeological Survey a scheme of vil
lage to village survey of sculptures snd
other monumenta. That. unfortunate.
Iy, dig noy gather mcmentum because
of Insdequate funds Wy are ftrying
now (o invelve the postgradunle
sludents. along wilh the experts ond

specialists. to lake up this work.

Regarding the manuscripts in the
National Library, I would like t°
ssiure the hon, House that thew
manuscripts are very well looked
after and are In alr-conditioned cham-
bers and naot in cellars.

In regard to the Bangiva Sah'tva
Parishad, 1 have appointed an Enauiry
Committee to go and see the situstion
end submit fts report. That report
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has been submitted to me and it is
under examination.

Regarding the Asiatic Society, 3 few
years ago I had appointed a Com-
mittee, which examined the situation
and decideq to increase substantially
the grants to the Asiatic Society. If
any concrete proposals are received
by me from the authorities of the
Aslatic Society, which is a registered
society free to act by itself, I will see
what help we can give.

DR. RANEN SEN: There ig a news-
paper report and there was also a
Question in this House that the autho-
rities of the Asiatic Society are now
divided and are quarreling smong
themselves. I do not understand why
nothing is being done by the Central
Government in regard to that situa-
tion.

PROF, s. NURUL HASAN: Un-
fortunately, my authority over regis-
tered societies in States is limited, he-
cause this House does not have that
authority. But if there is a general
public demand that the Centre should
intervene. I would be very glad to
provide such help ang assistance as I
can do within the -constitutional
framework. But I do need g well-
considered demand from the people
of West Bengal, particularly the
Intellectuals and those who are mem-
bers of the Asiatic Society.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: In the State of
Karnataka, wherever these decadent
ragistered societies have been found to
be defunct or quarreling within them-
selves, the State Government has
taken powers to take over the ad-
ministration of these registered rocie-
ties. When we are making Ordinances
for many other subjects, I think it is
high time that we have an Ordinance
in order to take over such societies of
national importance,

PROF. S. NURUAL HASAN: This
Is a very good suggestion. I will cis-
cuss the matter with the Government

of West Bengal

My hon. friend, Shri Naik, referred
to article 49. I would draw his atten-
tion to the Ancient Monuments and
Sites Act, which this House passed a
long time ago, under which most of the
monuments, which were considered to
be of national importance, have been
protected by the Archaeological Sur-
very of India and in the case of
monuments of State importance, the
State Governments have been urged
to give them protection.

So far as total ban on exporis is
concerned, the whole purpose of the
Act which the House had passed, and
which is now sought to be amended
is to prevent the export of antiquities,
because unless we know where our
antiquitieg are, it would nqt be possible
to prevent smuggling.

With these words, I commend this
Bill to the House..
MR, CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That the Bill to amend the Anti-
quities and Art Teasures Act, 1972,
as passed by Rajya Sabba, be taken
into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

wThat Clauses 2 to 5 stand part of
the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2 to 5 were added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:
“That Clause 1 stand part of the
Bill”
The motion was adopted.
Clause 1 was added to the Bill.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is’

«That the Enacting Formula and
the Title stand part of the Bill"

The motion was adopted.
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The Enacttng Formula and the Title
were added to the Bill.

PROF, 8. NURUAL HASAN: I b“eg
to move:

“That the Bill be passed”
MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:
“That the Bil] be passed.”

The motion was adopted

1745 hrs

ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES
(AMINDMENT) BILL

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES AND
CO-OPERATION (SHRI A. C. GEOR-

GE): 1 beg to move.

“That the Bill further o amend
the Essentia) Commodities Act, i935.
as passed by Rajya Sabha. bg aken
inlo consideration.”

The Essential Commodities Act was
passed in 1983 for the cootrol of pro-
duction, supply, distnibution and pric.
ing and of trade and commerce in cer.
tain essential commodities. Al present,
there ure €1 declared emential com-
modities which include items Lke
foodgrains, sugar, vanaspati, drugs
and textiles and other such items that
are basic 10 the dafly requirements of
the citizens of the country.

From 1955 onwards, on the basis of
experience gained in the working of
the Act, suitable amendments to Lhe
parent Act have been made to .Aake
ils provision, more eflective, The Act
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was last amended in 1874 in the light
of the recommendations made in the
47th Report of the Law Commission
and by it, the penal provisions of ne
Act were made more deterrent, so that
the Act could be a more meaninglful
instrument to check hoarding, profite-
ering and other malpractices in the
trade and commerce of essential nom.
modities,

Regional Conferences of State Minis-
ters of Food and Civil Supplies were
held during 1974 and 1075 so that &
consensus could emerge in regard to
the changes requireq in the framework
of this regulatory enaclment. As a
result of the recommendations made
in these meetings. some amendments
became necessary. Certain other
amendment; have also to be proposed,
consequent upon the striking down of
control orders relating 1o levy on Zood.
grains by the High Courts of Kar.
nataka angq Orissa. which hampere!
the procurement of foodgrains. The
amendments which bave been pre-
posed are absolutely necessary for ful-
filling our social needs, underscore the
disciplinary requirements of our deve-
loping economy und would contribute
fo greater order in the procurement.
supply and distribution of essential
commodities As has already been
explained In the Statement of Objects
and Reasons, the main provisions of
the amending Bill relate to: enlarg-
ing the definition of the term “Collec-
tor” to allow other senlor officers 0
exercise powers in the drive against
hoarder and prufiteers for promotion
of procurement lo redefine the basis
on which levy orllers can be passed
by the State Governments; to enable
the re-introduction of gelzed essential
commodities into the public dirtriby-
tion system and also to debar lower
Courty from Interfering with the con-
fiscation proceedings; and finally, to
protect public servants functioning
under the Act agalnst malicious and
vexatious complaints in the cours of
the performance of (heir dulies.

*Moveq with the recommendation of the President.



