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all the newspapers, even the Motherland

which belongs to my friend's Party...

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAIPAYEE:
It does not belong to my Party.

SHRI [. K. GUIRAL: 1 am glad my
friend started denouncing 1.

SHR1 ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Motherland belongs to all.
SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: That s the

bagic issue. For imstance, whatever spee-
ches the Prime Minister made yesterday
or day before yesterday, you would find
that they have got the same coverage on
the Radio as it has got in all the news-

papers. Naturally, the nation and the
country want to now what is our
policy.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA -

The analogy of newspapers is completely
wrong This 1s an institution built with
public funds...(/nterruptions)

13.03 hrs.

ORISSA STATE LEGISLATURE
(DELEGATION OF POWERS) BIl.L

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
K. C. PANT: 1 beg to move* that
the Bill to confer on the President the
power of the Legislatme of the State of
Orissa 10 make laws, as paussed by Rajya
Sabha, be taken ino consideration,

The House 11 aware that in the Pro-
clamation dated the 3rd March, 1973, in
relation to the State of Orissa, the Presi-
dent has declared that the powers of the
State Legislature shall be exercised by or
under the authority of Parliament. Hew-
ever, in view of the otherwise busy sche-
dule of the two Houses, it would be
difficult for Pasliament to deal with the
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various legislative melisures'” that may be
necessary in respect of the State. It
would be even more difficult in situa-
tions requiring cmergent legislation. The
Bill, thercfore, secks to confer on the
President the power of the State Legisla-
ture to make laws in respect of the Stute.
It has been the normal practicé to under-
tuke such legislation in relation to the
State under the President’s Rule and the
present Bill is on the usual lines. Pro-
vision has been made for the constitution
of a Consultative Committee, consisting of
Members of Parliament in this regard
Provision is also being made to empower
Parliament to direct modifications in the
laws made by the President, if considered
necessary.
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I request the honourable House to
accept the legishative proposal before it.

MR SPEAKER : Motion moved:

“That the Bill to confer on the Presi-
dent the power of the Legislature
of the State of Orissa to mahke
laws, as passed by Rajya Sabhu,
be taken into consideration.”

SHRI DINESH JOARDER (Malda):
This subject of tahe-over of the adminis-
tration of the State of Orissa us also the
dissolution of the Assembly came up in
this House as also in the Rajya Sabha a
few days back and it was widely con-
demned by all sections of both the Houses

The necessity of the Bill origmates from
the Proclamation issued on 3rd March
1973 under Art. 356 of the Constitution
by the President on the basis of a highly
politically motivated report of the Gover-
nor, Mr. Jatti, whereby the power of
self-rule of the people of that State was
snatched away by the Congress Govern-
ment of the Centre for the obvious reason
that the ruling Congress Party has lost its
mejority in the State Assembly. Article

*Moved with the recommendation of the President,
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356 of the Constitution was invohed n
this case. This Article is incorporated n
Chapter XVIIT which enumerates Emer-
gency Provisions. But the Governor did
not mention in his report about the basis,
that is, whether at that time a grave emér-
gency existed whereby the security of
India o1 the State of Orissa was threatened
whether by war or external aggression
or imternal disturbances and for that a
situation had arisen m which the Govt. of
the State could not be carried on in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Constitu-
tion. Certainly there was no such situation.
Then why was the State Assembly dissol-
ved ? Why was President's rule invoked ?
It was because Congress lost majority and
lost the power there.

Sir, the framer of the Constitution—Dr.
Ambedkar—contemplated that this provi-
sion would not be applied liberally except
in a very rare and exceptional case and
it wil remain as if in a dead-letter
box, There was the decision of the recent
Governor's conference wherein it was the
consensus or unanimous opinion that the
governor would not interfere in the mat-
ter whether a particular political party or
group has a majority in the Assembly.
On the contrary they will ask the parties
to test the claim on the floor of
the Assembly, But everything, every
principle and norm of parliamen-
tary democracy in this regard has been
nakedly violated by the Congress Gov-
ernment at the Centre, During the last
few yeurs we have seen that the Congress
had toppled the Opposition Goveinments
in various States, purchased the MLAs
and instigated them to defect and then
invoked the President’s rule in as many
as 32 cases since the adoption of the Con-
stitution. And, in almost all the cases, it
was done in favour of the Congress party.

Article 356 was very liberally used
mostly in nop-emergency situation, that is,
in violation of the constitutional concept
of these provisions, only with a view tn
imstal the congress directly or indirectly
in power in the States ousting the Dpposi-
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tion Goveraments. They have done it in
W.  Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala,
Bihar, U.P., Punjab, Haryana and now we
consider the case of Orissa. Everywhere
the Governors have acted as stooges or
agents of the Home Ministry of the Cen-
tral Government. These Governors dre
chosen for that purpose and they are
appointed by the Home Ministity and for
the Home Minmistry. They hold office at
the mercy of the Home Ministry which
advises the President to appoint or dismiss
the Governors. We have expressed our
opinion geveral times regarding the mat-
fers of appointment of goveinors. These
governors are responsible to none except
the President through the Home Ministry.
In our country people elect their repre-
seniativ 5 to form Government in the res-
pective States, to constitute the Assembly,
to form the Government, to run the ad-
ministiation of the State, according to
their choice. and they direct the Govern-
ment to act in the best interests of the
said State and the people of thar State.
But above them, the Governor 1s installed
from the Centre, who is not responsible
to the Assembly or to Parliament; he is
only to act as agent of the Central Go-
vernment.

13.10 Hrs.

[SHRI K. N. TIWARI in the
Chair.)

The governor, who is merely an

agent of the Centre, has by violation of
the constitutional provisions and abusing
the power of its office assumed an un-
fettered power to throttle the voice of the
people, to prorogue and dissolve the elec-
ted Assembly ut the instance of and for
the benefit of the Congress party. These
governors are mostly the dichard bureau-
crais or the run-out and frustrated politici-
ans. We demand that the present system of
appointing the governor should be aboli-
shed and they should be clected by and
responsible to the Parliament.

In the present case of Orissa the Central
government or rather the Congress party
with the help of their agent, Mr. Jatti,
has with an undue haste and misusing
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and miscalculating the  situation  with

motivated purpose deprived the Opposition
of the Constitutional right to test their
strength in the Assembly and  dissolved
the Assembly in violation of all demo-
cratic norms and practices. The President’s
proclumation and his rule over the State
of Orissa has been exiended in n manner
which is against all established principles
of parliomentary democracy and States,
autonomy. The Central government wamts
to establish an atmosphere of  political
psychology in our country that the ruling
Congress party alone. under the leadership
of Mrs. Gandhi, has the right and privi-
lege and the opportunity to rule over the
countty They want all States to fall at
their feet, the judiciary at their command
and the people ut the point of their bayo-
net.

Under these circumstances, this Bill has
been introduced to fuither strengthen the
aulocratic hands of the Congress govern-
ment and so 1 oppose this Bill. T demand
that the States’ autonomy be restored and
the date for immediate election for the
State Assembly be announced and the
representatives of the people of Orissa be
given back their rights to govein thei
own State.

SHRI BANAMALI PATNAIK (Puri):
Sir, 1 cannot wunderstand why my
friend, Shri Joarder, is opposing this piece
of legislation. Only recently Parliament
passed the Presidential proclamation icgar-
ding Orissa, This Bill is coming as a re-
sult of that proclamation and whenever
there is an opportunity the Opposition
tries to take cudgels against Congress, It
was  sufficiently discussed lust time. A
stable government cannot be formed in
Orissa and that is why the President's
Rule was imposed mn  Orissu. Now, the
question arises after the President's rule
has been imposed the President should
have the power to consult the consultative
committee. Therefore, the question does
not arise why President's rule is imposed
but it is only about delegating the power
to the consultative committee.
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The second question is whether the elec-
tions cun be held immediately or not,
This point was also discussed last time
when we had approved the Presidential
proclumation. The Delimitation Com-
mission has been appointed and only after
the delimitation of constituencies is com-
pleted the elections can be held, There
is o proposal to increasc the number of
seats in Orissa as a multiple of eight to
the Lok Sabha seats.

AN HON. MEMBER : Who pioposed?

SHRI BANAMALI PATNAIK : We
proposed and submitted it to the Election
Commission. It may come to the consul-
tative committee for enucting a legislation
whether the number of constituencies has
to increase by a multiple of 7 or &. If it
a multiple of 7 it will be 140; if it is a
multiple of 8 it will be 160 and if the
number of seats of l.ok Sabha is going
to be increased il may be 147 or 168.
Unless the Delimitation Commission coms-
pletes it work there cannot be any elec-
tions. The electoral rolls are going to be
revised and unless this revision s
published the elections cannot be held,
It may take at least six months. There-
fore, the Membets knowing fully well are
taking every opportunity to malign the
Congiess that they have a sinister motive
not to have the elections.

Now that President’s rule is there, 1
would suggest certain measures to be
enacted. For instance, there was a Land
Reforms Bill which was befoie the Orissa
Legislative Assembly in its amended form,
but the Assembly was dissolved and it
could not be passed. The Congress has
taken a decision to implement land re-
forms all over India. T wish that during
Piesident’s rule, the Land Reforms Act
should be enacted according to the all-
India pattern, so that it could be enforced
and people will get proper legislation.

I would tahe this opportunity to bring
to the notice of Government that there
is scarcity of food and drinking water in
Orissa, which should be looked into
immediately.
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*SHR] E. R. KRISHNAN (Salem) @
Mr. Chairman, Sir, President’s rule is now
in foree in Orissa. The State Legislative
Assembly has been dissolved. The Bill
before the House seeks to delegate the
powers of the Stute Legislature of Orissa
to the President of Indin. On behalf of the
DMK, 1 would like to say a few words on
this Bill.

A conference of all the presiding officers
of our country was held in New Delhi on
the 7th and 8th April 1968. At that time,
the political developments in the States
of Punjab and West Bengal were such that
they led to a constitutional deadlock which
made it. impossible for the State Legis-
latures to function. Reviewing those de-
velopments, the presiding Officers con-
ference passed a resolution unanimously.
According to that resolution, the confer-
ence wuas of the view that the question
whether a Chief Minister had lost the
confidence of the Assembly or not should
at all times, be decided in the Assembly.
The Conference also held the view that
if the majority of the members of the
State Assembly wrote to the Chief Minis-
ter and the Governor that they had lost
confidence in the Chief Minister and de-
sired to discuss a motion of no-confidence,
then the Assembly should be
convened within a week of that request.
The Conference further recommended to
the Government of India that the Govern-
ment should take steps to evolve conven-
tions in regard to the powers of the Go-
vernors to summon or prorouge the Legis-
lature and to dismiss the Ministries.

It is now five years since the Confer-
cnee made these recommendations. What
is the picture that we see in the country 7
In the same manner as the Governors
are appointed by the Central Government,
the ruling Congress party is nominating
Chief Ministers of the States. T would
like to condemn this practice of the ru-
ling party with all the force at my com-
mand as it is a negation of the concept
of democracy.

Sir, T would now like to refer to the

1895 (SAKA)  Leg. (Delegation of 250

Powers) Bill

game of defections by legivlatures. What
hus been the role of the ruling Congress
party in this respect? To give an illustra-
tion, Sir, 1 would like to refer to Dindugal
Parliamentary  by-election to take place
shortly. The ruling Congress party has
selected one, Shri Cheemaichaomy as ils
cundidate. What are his antecedents 7 He
was elected to the Tamilnadu State As.
sembly in 1967 on Swatantra Party ticket.
At that time Swatantra party was a part-
ner of an alliance with the DMK. After
his election to the State Assembly he once
stated that if the DMK fostered and de-
veloped any links with the Indira Con-
gress, then his party, the Swatantra party
would review its position in the alliance
with the DMK. In 1971, there was a
Democratic United Front (Kamraj Con-
gress & Swatantra). He contested on the
Swatantra party ticket against the DMK in
the 1971 elections from the Dindugal par-
liamentary constituency and was roundly
defeated by a margin of one lakh votes by
the DMK candidate, Sir, in 1973 when the
by-election to Lok Sabha from the same
constituency is to take place now he,
Shri Cheemaichamy, has been chosen as
the candidate of the Indira Congress. n
1967 he was considered by ruling Con-
gress party as a reactionary and now in
1973 they have adopted the same person
and do not hesitate to call him progres-
sive. Shri Cheemaichamy has become a
progressive overnight! Sir, is it the way
that the ruling party wishes to strengthen
the roots of the democracy in our coun-
try? One pgets an uneasy feeling that so
long as defections produce any kind of
political advantage to the ruling Congress
party, no action will be taken by them
to prevent defections.

Sir, we are aware of the fact that a
Committee was constituted to go into the
question of defections and to  suggest
methods to prevent them. The report
was submitted by the Committee long
time ago. Though the Central Govern-
ment have been saying that a suitable
legislation to prevent defections would
be brought forward and though many

*The original speech was delivered tn

Tamil.
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such assurances have been given by the
Central Government on the floor of the
House, we find no evidence so far to show
that they really mean what they say |
have no manner of doubt m my mnd
that so long as the politial chmate of
our country 1 not decisively in favour of
the rubing party no law on defections
would ever be enacted by the Central
Government

Sir, the ruling Congiess party adopts
different yard stichs to suit their comven-
ience throwing all democratic norms to
winds In Madhya Piadesh when Shn
Govind Natain Singh who was the Chief
Minister on behalf of the alliance of Oppo-
sitton parties, defected to Congress an
undertahing was taken from him that he
would not seck any office for five years
But what happened in Oriwna” The defec
tors to the ruling Congress party were made
the Deputy Chief Minister and Ministers
with Cabmnet rank What sort of demoura-
tiw practice the ruling Congiess party 15
followmg? 1t 1s the same defectors wno
ultimately tuined the tables against Shri-
mati Nandm Satpathy CGovernment

When as a result of difectiony the
Nandm Satpathy Mimstry lost the majority
in the Assrmbly what happened in that
State? 75 M1 As belonging to the Opposi-
tion parties went in person to meet the
Governor and sought from him the night to
form the Government But the Governor in
hi» strange wisdom did not give them the
opportunity to form the Government and
arbitrarily dissolved the Assembly In fact
Sir, as many av 72 MI As have filed writ
petitions 1n the court challenging the ac.
of the Governor It may be mentioned that
the total strength of the Assembly 15 140
What has happened in Orissa, where the
majority was thwarted fiom forming tne
Government, cannot but be described as a
muirder of democracy

While the Central Government was too
heen to dissolve the Assembly in Orissa
they have found 1t convemient to only sus
pend the Assembly in Andhra Pradesh 1
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would ke to keow whether such double
standmds practmed by the Central Govern-
ment can cver strengthen democracy m
our country

It seems, Sir, that the ruling Congress
party and the Central Government are af

the view that ruling Congress party alone
s fit to govern the States and that that
party alone represents the people of our
country We find that even Central Mims-
ters have begun describing the opposition
partes as anti-national I would hke to
ask whether this 13 the nght way of
strengthemng the foundations of democrucy
m our country With these words I con-
clude

st v wAr wRi (%) awrafr
wpET, Wiw gH IEer uw faurm s
(wfaagr &1 womaew) frdqs qr faewre
T T ¥ gy @t gwiw & famvg
¢ fr aftar & war fag aw & wvoofy
WFRT A WOAT WTAA @ fRar 6T gEmEer
T TREY RO W AT 7 57 ¥7 vh famm)
TEAT F WIT ANAIS W AIRIT qA
w fruft & a1 3@ ®1 ®ver fear s
Frfey ar few oy & Togmw & 9
% 97 wAmg ¥ fa¥w 97w €@ f,
sufaild &9 *1 ACHET ¥R T WD AP
far 1 7 & e oaifar g & fr owee-
oE Al TE ¥ G T NS T AW
¥ frger ¥ & w1 o7 mamw ¥ o
9T ¥ ¥TN JETA §--qg rf AT
zafqqn affenfa & o

it wmes ¥ & gp i wpAr swrew fa
wa gEW wrr (o ogafa ot w0 A,
ar gart ey sr A Iw foE 9T Wi
mEgafeds fa afr fem, I ad
fre 9t woft wEy s d, TR gue
faéx w1 3w A fear oW o® @
&TET T4 T W R | g6 47 wafe
i qwra- & fan wmw & @@ wgr 9%
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Twfirfte o & wredf o7 ot qem & fe
§ ®wTeTT TAT WwA & Ay 3R Wrer femr
wyr wifgs wfen Omr = fear o

TR & weRaw A e qre fafo
¥ o ot fs ot qx o e were W feafy
urt §, sdarfr wwz wfora g 8, @-
TrA AT 8, wEr TeqTrAl ®Y wad ofdw X
I WET TA wEs 97 fidte s wifed
fe nm gv ¥ & AW TR XA ¥ feafr
FEbiqf o oo gt aymr & %
weama & Fe fair & amaww Or 3w
# WY £ gm, W gwiagd a1 |

W T ¥ gzamdl § gl aoE,
7 & fiqd weeTe arv-a qmw F wvearem
ar @ & fr ogw zEwEe qT % SR
Ffayiren A ors fam v o @ €1
§ wra wreTT A UE NOST A9 qEAT  ATEAT
7 A § AT @A F Faw ow AR
¥ WA VE A% §, ¥ WiT WY gy §
g fam &1 qw w7 @ & @ AgY wT )
F-x7 w1 e &

% g W ATy w1 W p f6 @R
wgrEl & fameAma ® @ & & over
fawre FvaT qfW | W AFE & W -
qrar ¥ & ¥y ¥ TrEIT €Y AR W e
@ T § o ueefs W A ¥ av-
Wz §f wr 2\ oA w7 @ W
v aedrrar & wg feew wow g

W o & omg & gy faw wr fauw
T gn AT wAr o & 9wAT Ww
frer ¥ st & aefem wrer @ &
wmafrar @ §? afr afr w1 w & A
nr W sSwwr % ¥ v swTr Ew 6N
AT WY TAOE wTX W o qeea f 7

SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY
(Kendrapara) : Mr. Chairman, this Bill
being a logical corollary to the imposition
of President's rule in Orisa, there seema

VAISAKHA 17, 1895 (SAKA)

Leg. (Delegation of 254
Powers) Bill

to be no other alternative left but to sup-
port it. It is a travesly of the situation
that when people are looking forward to
further expansion of the scope and content
of people’s participation in the government,
more and more areas in this country are
now coming under the bureaucratic rule of
the President.

1t will not be out of place to mention in
this context that had the Governor of Orissa
acted in good faith and had the President
taken into account the realities of the situa-
tion, Orissa today would not have been
denied the right to be ruled by a popular
government.

Sir, since the imposition of President's
rule in Orissa, Orissa is passing through a
traumatic experience. [n  districts like
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar, people are still
dying of malnutrition and starvation. In
Keonjhar, water is being sold at the rate ot
50 paise a bucket, and it is strange and it
is really mortifying to find that the bureau-
cratic government of Orissa guided by the
President is not taking any steps to mitigate
the sufferings of the people.

‘What is more disappointing is that this
bureaucratic government, in spite of its best
intentions, is not able to bring the healing
touch which can only be expected of a
popular government. Against this back-
ground, we are really very anxious to know
when the elections for a new Orissa Legis-
lative Assembly are going to take place.
Article B2 of the Constitution enjoins upon
the Government for delimitation of consti-
tuencies, but speculations are thick that the
Congress is out to force a snap election on
the people for its own political ends. It is
strange that this matter was raised under
rule 377; letter had been written to the
Home Minister; but T_am sorry to say that
the Home Minister had not cven the
courtesy to acknowledge the letter much
less to reply to its contents. As Members
of Parliament we are entitled to receive
replies to the letters that we address to in-
dividual Ministers; it is no favour that is
being done to us. Even though I had writ-
ten a letter to Mr. Uma Shankar Dikshit
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ubout a fortnight ago pointing out this ano-
maly, it is my misfortune and regret that
he has not the courtesy to acknowledge the
letter. This matter had been raised alse
under rule 377. We would categorically
fike to know whether the Government Is
going to circumvent article 82, under which
delimitation should be oidered, and force
u snap election, or, whether the clection 1
to take place ufter delimitation of consti-
tuencies and after the electoral rolls are
properly revised 1 hope that this is the
occasion when the hon. Minister should
dispel all misgivings and doubts and should
afford a real opportumty for a fair and
free election in Orissa, so that the peoples’
rule, the repiesentatives' rule, is reinstated
in Orissa and the wrong that has been done.
that has been inflicted, 1s mitigated.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai) : Sir,
If the office of the governorship was not
turned into political dustbin of the
Congress waste, perhaps today there would
have been a popular government instead of
Governor's or President’s rule. 1 do not
know in which other States this will happen.
Nowadays, the position of the governorship
has been turned into a sanctuary of a poli-
tical dustbin—a strong word, I believe—
for the discredited and discarded and also
disgruntled Congressmen. Certain recent
appointments as Governors indicate  thix
trend very clearly.

1 would like to draw the attention of the
hon. Minister to one point, namely, that
Orissa is a small Statc and so the revision
of the electoral rolls will not require much
time there. Therefore, the elections should
be held as early as possible, and the Govern-
ment should not try to spring a surprise
on the people just by trying to have a snap
vote. I remember when there was a nation-
al emergency at the time of Indo-Pak war,
all the Opposition leaders met the Prime
Minister at her residence, and she herself
suggested that there would be no elections
within one year after the declaration of
emergency. But as soon as the Indo-Pakis-
tan war ended, there was a snap assembly
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election. I do not know what will happen
n the case of Orissa. If really the Govern-
ment wants to have an election, it
possible that an election can be held as
early as possible and as quickly as possi-
ble, because the electoral rolls can be
revised very swiftly; at least, some time
should be given to the people to make up
their mind to kmow when the election is
coming.

Secondly, there is a provision in the Bill
to constitute consultative committees, and
in this matter, the Government should con-
sult the consultative committee for drawing
up legislation. But my past experience ot
consultative committees, particularly in
West Bengal and other States also, is that
it meets once after two or three months
and Members do not get an opportunity to
discuss anything except legislative business.
Non-legislative business does not get any
serious consideration. I have given an
amendment; 1 do not know whether you
will allow it, nor do I want to press my
amendment but my point is that, if not by
law at least by convention, the consultative
committee should meet at least once =z
month to discuss non-legislative and legis-
lative matters.

Orissa a poor and backward State;
there are a large number of tribals. Star-
vation deaths have taken place there. Mem-
bers of the Committee should get an op
portunity to place before the Governor and
the Government problems affecting the
people. So, at least some assurance should
be given by the hon. Minister on my
amendment, that the Committee should
meet every month at least.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The amendment
which you sent was not received in time;
it came only today. T am not allowing it.

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI
(Bhubaneswar): 1 rise to support this
Bill There is hardly anything to

discuss de novo about the charges levelled
by the Opposition against the Governor
and the Congress Party/as hon. Minister
Pantji had already answered them in the
previous discussions. The Governor has
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acted most democratically and he was left
with no alternative but to recommend
Pregident’'s Rule.

The purpose of this bill is to constitute
#n advisory committee consisting of 30
members from Lok Sabha and 15 from
the Rajya Sabha to advise the Govern-
ment on legislative business. Orissa faces
some special problems and we hope that
during the short spell of President’s rule
the hon. Minister would be responsible to
the hopes and aspirations of the people
of Orissa and these problems would be
tackled, as the problems were tackled in
West Bengal during the President’s Rule,

Forty per cent of the people in Orissa
are adivasis and Harijann and the Cen-
tral Government has a special responsi-
bility and during the President’s rule these
people should get special treatment <o
that their economic conditions improve, In
Orissa agan, 65.2 per cent of the people
live below the poverty line and it is a
great challenge to the Home and the Fina-
nce Ministries and the Union Government.
During the President’s rule there should

be a massive attack on the poverty of
these people which is so glaring.
Government has decided to work the

nickel plant at Sukhinda. I do not now
why its head office should be in Delhi, If
some bureaucrat is trying to get the head
office here so that they can recruit people
from here rather than from Orissa, it
will defeat the very purpose of our prog-
rammes. 1 request the hon. Minister to
see to it that the head office is at Bhuba-
neswar or at the plant site itself.

Orissa is suffering from a severe drought
today. Drinking water is not available
and the price of rice and wheat has risen
so much and I request the hon. Minister to
pay some special attention <o that somc-
thing is done to relieve the distress of the
people.

This State is usvally affected by cyclone,
drought and floods. This is a chronic di-
sease here. The Central Government should
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take up some immediate measures to see
that these problems are tackled to a certain
extent during President's Rule.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI (Bhadrak):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, within the limited time
1 would like to diaw the attention of the
hon. Minister 1o the serious condition that
is prevailing in the State of Orissa due
to scarcity or short supply of foodgrains,
especially, to the backward areas dominat-
ed by the adivasis in Mayurbhanj, Keon-
jhar and some portions of Balasore The
people here are in a very precarious condi-
tion they arc not getting employment. As a
result of all this, their conditions are very
much precarious to-day. I have with me
some photographs which have been pub-
Ished in our Oriya Daily—an indepen-
dent daily—and I can show from the
photographs the conditions of the people
living there. Especially, the photographs
here are of adivasi children and their fam-
ilies mainly. Their condition is causing a
very serious concern. So, I would like ta
request the hon. Minister to take immediate
steps to tackle this situation.

The administration of the State also is not
functioning properly. They are not taking
cnough measures and are not in a position
also to deal with the situation effectively.
I would, therefore, request the hon. Mumnis-
ter to direct the State Government so that
they can take immediate action to save
this situation from further deterioration.

With these words, I support the Bill
and I request the hon. Minister again to
take immediate action in this regard.

Y wrowd T (OR) 0 awmiA S,
gat? W F womrm % gzt sirew o #
T nEdm WY ¥ WORA AT W
T @ § 1 st & fafte oW Ow
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IAET W G g% ofr awfes s #
fresr Wt wr |t W7 woeTT ¥ W wEr
wifev | Wrww 0% Wiey 9w wwT §, gEE
B W agw wET ¥, wwEnow o uw
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SHRI K. C. PANT : Sir, many hon,
friends who have spoken have referred to
the promulgation of President’s Rule in
Orissa and the circumstances attending
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that. This is a matter which is being dis-
cussed in this House already at some length
and the whole argument has been gone
into both by freinds opposite and by
those of us who spoke from this side of
the House. I do not want to repeat all the
arguments that were put forward on that
occasion. 1 would simply say that if my
friend would recall the statement of
Dr. Mahtab, which has been quoted by the
Governor in his report, they will under-
stand the whole situation in Orissa at that
stage without further reference of the
details of that . Because, Di. Mah-
tab is reported #have told the Governor
that unless he acts quickly there may be
re-defections. He urged the Governor to
take action quickly so that there may be
no possibility of re-defections. This, n
ene sentence, sums up the kind of sitoa-
tion that existed and the apprehensions
entertained by Dr. Mahtab, who was him-
self mterested in the formation of an al-
ternative government. He felt that if there
was a delay of two days, then those who
had defected from the Congress may re-
defect. In this kind of situation 1t was for
the Governor to apply his mind and consi-
der whether a Government formed unde:
such circumstances would be stable or
not. In fact, there was re-defection. Shri
Patnaik had claimed that his party had a
majority of X members. Even from that
list there was re-defection within a few
hours of his statement,

SHRI DINESH JOARDER : Those
letters were written by the MLAs under
duress. They were compelled to  write
such letters to the Governor that thev
were willing to support Shrimati Nandim
Satpathy.

SHRI K C PANT : I would request
the hon. Members to apply therr comman-
sense to the situation. If the majority was
still with Shrimati Satpathy, if she was
in the Government, I could have under-
$tood the argument about pressure bemg
used. force being used and these members
succumbing to that force. But that Gov-
emmment had fallen and others were try-
ing td form a Government Under those
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circumstances, would any reasonable man
think that force can be used by that party?
Even if force is used, what is it that a
man is likely to suffer if he does not sub-
mit to force? The objective situation was
that the Government did fall. The Minis-
try had resigned. Therefore, it is no use
saying that under these circumstances the
MLAs were susceptible to pressure from
the Government which is falling. It does
not stand to reason. I can understand it
if the argument is tha't' the other party
used force to bring abgut that situation.
But I am not commenting on that.

Then, even assuming for the sake of
argument that with a majority of one a
Government may be formed—of course,
even that is doubted—what kind of
Government it would have been with so
many defections and re-defections? After
all, we have to consider the welfare of
the people there.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
{Burdwan) : Who will decide the main-
rty?

SHRI K. C PANT: I think Dr. Mah-
tab's statement reflects the razor thin
nature of the majority. 1 do not have to
go beyond that. It is not capable of hav-
ing two meanings. Even without going
into other facts, that statement alone
gives the whole situation in one sentence.
After all, the formation of Governments
and bringing down of Governments is not
an end in itself. If a stable Government
is provided, the problems of Orissa can
be tachled. These matters have to be con-
sidered alvo in that light. I am sure, the
hon. Members will consider these matters
in a broader perspective of what 15 good
for the people there.

Then, there was the usual citicism of
the Governor, that the Congress used the
Covernor for its own ends, and s0 on. |
would like to say only two things. One is
that whether it is the Goveinor who
recommended it, the ultimate decision was
taken by the Central Government. We
came before the Parliament and thc Par-
liament discussed it. It went before the
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whole country, Through 2 discussion in
Parliament, the whole country hes a
chance to judge the pros and cons of the
issue. We take the responmsibility for the
decision. Why blame the Governor for it ?
The Government does apply his mind and
give the judgment of the situation. But
ultimately we take the decision. We differ
from the Governor's report where it is
necessary. 1 think, you should not bring
in the Governor here. You may have your
own opinions. Ultimately, we took the
decision. You criticise us, if you like. Why
bring in the Governor in the arena of
the dispute or bring in the President in
the arena of the dispute? We are cap-
able of answering you and trying to con-
vince you. Certainly, we take the full
responsibility. 1 would request you to not
to bring in the name of the Governor...

SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY : Can
it be taken that the decision was taken ir-
respective of the Governor's report?

SHRI K. C. PANT : What he says 13
wrong. I did not say so. There is no ques-
tion of taking a decision irrespective of
the Governor's report. Certainly, we took
into account fully what the Governor had
said. He gave the assessment of the
whole situation. We attach the highest
importance to the statement of the
Governors because they are the people
on the spot. Certainly, they are in the
best position to advise us. I am only
making a point which is illustrated by
Manipur, that we need not in all circums-
tances accept all that the Governor says
or recommends. This is a simple point I
am making.

After the promulgation of the Presi-
dent’s Rule in Orissa, the other instance
we have before us is Manipur. What
happened in Manipur ? In Manipur, the
Government fell. It was an Opposition
Government and the Congress was in a posi-
tion to form a Government. The Gover-
nor recommended that the Assembly need
not be dissolved. The ruling party, at one
stage, sent a letter to the Governor re-
commending that the Assembly need not be
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dissolved and that it may be kept in sus-
pension. But the Chief Minisier recom-
mended that the Assembly may be dissol-
ved. My friends will recall that the Gov-
ernor's recommendation at that stage was
not to dissolve the Assembly. And yet we
dissolved the Assembly because we
thought the situation had a parallel with
Qrissa where the Government may not
be stable, the party may consist of a
number of persons who may have defect-
ed and re-defected and, therefore, it may
not provide a kind of Government that
Manipur nceded. Taking the totality of
the circumstances into account, we devia-
ted from the Governor's recommendation
to the extent that we dissolved the As-
sembly and we created situation in which
the people of Orissa will have a chance
afresh to elect their own Government in
due course.

This is what we did in Orissa. Certainly,
we attach the highest importance to the
Governor's report. We will be guided by
that. All that I say is, we do not hide
ourselves behind the Governor. We do
not want to expose the Governor to the
hind of criticism which is made in the
House. Why don’t you criticise the Gov-
ernment? I am here to defend the Gov-
ernment. But to bring in the name of the
Governor is not fair.

The other question that was raised by
some hon, Members was in relation to
the date of the election.

SHRI DINESH IQOARDER : In article
174 of the Constitution it is clearly laid
down that the Governor is the sole au-
thority; he may, from time to time, pro-
rogue the Houses or either House and
dissolve the Legislative Assembly, But he
cannot recommend to you to dissolve the
Assembly. You have just mow said that
you dissolved the Assembly. Nowhere in
the Constitution is the Central Govern-
ment given the power to dissolve the
Legislative Assembly.

SHRI K. C. PANT : If, after what 1
have said, my hon. friend has not under-
stood it, my repeating it will not make
him understand it.
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SHRI DINESH JOARDER : He re-
commended dissolution of the Assembly.
He cannot do that. Either he shall have
to dissolve or he shall have to act accord-
tng to his own discretion, but he should
not secure advice from you, should not
act as your agent.

SHRT K. €. PANT : Another point
that wus raised was in relation to the
date of election. On that, one hon. friefd.
I think Mr. Patnaik, has said that now
that the census operations have been com-
pleted, certain procedures will have to
be gone through before the next ele-
ctions—delimitation of constituencies, pre-
paration of electoral rolls and, incidentally,
he mentioned the possibility of increase
ot the number of Parliamentary seats
from Orissa which will have its effect on
the Assembly seats and so on. Whatever
it is. as far as 1 know, the Constitution
requires that this process be completed
before the next elections can be held.
Therefore, this process will have to be
gone through. This will take a certain
amount of time. I can only hope that it
does not take much time and we can hold
the elections as carly as possible. We are
as anxious as any section of this House
or any hon. member to have the repre-
sentative government again in the saddle
in Orissa as carly as possible...

SHRT SURENDRA MOHANTY :
With delimitation or without delimitation?

SHRI K. C. PANT : I think. it is &
Constitutional requirement...

SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY : It
is not your subjective understanding that
we want here,

SHRI K. C. PANT: 1 am telling you
what my subjective understanding is. M
a specific question is put, I will consult
the Ministry of Law. But, at this stage,
I can only give you my subjective under-
standing. This is my understanding without
consulting the Law. T will consult them if
you send me a notice...
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SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY :
Under rule 377, I have already written a
fetter,

SHRI K. C. PANT : That does not
mahke it compulsory for the answer to be
given in the course of the debate.

There was a reterence (o the Deputy
Chief Minister of Orissa and in that con-
text to the Anti-Defection Bill by manv
non, friends. The only thing that 1 can
say 18 that we have completed our consi-
deration of that Bill and we would like to
Bring it before the House, to introduce
the Bill, before the end of this Session.
TNegarding the question of Deputy Chief
Minister's party joiming the Congress at
& particular stage, it raises an important
1sue which hon. friends will consider
while they go into the provisions of the
Anti-Defection Bill. Here was a  party
which merged into amother party, and
whether thus can be treated as defection
or not is a serions guestion for you to
consider. Such situations will arise in
{uture and this may well not be a case of
defection | am not anticipating the dis-
cussion on flus, I am merely posing the
problem, because this will be one of the
questions with which you will be faced.
Similarly, my hon. friead belonging to
D. M. K. raised the question of an ex-
Swatantia member now fighting the elec-

tion on behalf of the Congress. I do
not thinhk he is a Member of the
Assembly now. Therefore, he s

completely frec to join any Party he
likes and to contest the election. That is
not a defection. Suppose somebody to-day
contests in the name of one Party and he
goes over to another Party, the law does
not stand in his way. Even in the Anti-
Defection Bill we are not providing for
that. The Committee which went into
this question never suggested that nobody
in this country should be allowed to
change the Party. That will make the
whole democratic functioning a  very
static and we have to provide for some
changes. It may be that a Party may later
on decide to change its loyality to another
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set of programmes. This is how we have

to understand this question. 1 do net think

it is right for him to say that he is &

defector who is contesting. That will net

be a correct interpretatiom.

1973
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My friend from the D. M. K. mention-
ed that afl the time we, in the Congress
Party, cannot have our own Governments
in all the States. It is completely correct
and I hope he will remember that we did
help his party to win the elections. Memo-
ries in politics are very short. But I do
not think he could have forgotten that if
his Party is in power to-day, we have not
hindered but helped the process...

SHRI 1. MATHA GOWDER
ris) : We alwo helped you.

(Nilgi-

SHRI K. C. PANT : You might have
hefped us in respect of Parliament but
you have not helped us in relation to
the Assembly. You have the gov-
ernment not in the Parliament but in the
Assembly...(Interruptions)

T am directing my remarks to my
friend in the DMK who should
remember . . .

&t gws wx wewrm: sy faTnt gewne
gAY § wer W ¥ [EOw ¥ awEr ¥ 7

off g WA O UF FW TET WE WA

WY §A% WA ¥ 7 gz @ g & few
@ I @A B st oag wEM WA,
oY FY ATHT AEI qIONT | AW TAET F8
TARTT AW WY WY TRh fe ogw W
T T AR

st P WY weAw™ : A6, g 4 ¥
T wE R R ouw owp o

SHRI K. C. PANT ; srsit i & oy g |
Some reference was ade to the deve-
lopment of Orissa. It is quite true that
Orissa is an economically backward State.
It has a large percentage of Adivasi and
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Harijan populstion, a reference to which
was made by Mr. Panigrahi and other
friends also referred to the backwardness
of Orissa. It is economically backward
and yet it is endowed with rich natural
resouices and if one could properly ex-
pleit those natural resources, then Orissa
shpuld corteinly become an economically
prosperous State. It has rich mineral
wealth and it has a coastline which can
be used. Ports can be developed and in
recent years something has been done in
that direction. Industries have come up.
One steel plant is there. The Iron
&  Steel Ministry was considering
t© have another steel plant. My
friends know this. Therefore, the po-
tential is there and we have to see how
best to develop this potential and to re-
lieve the poverty of Orissa and tackle its
problems.

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI:
You were also one time in the Steel Minis-
try. You should know better.

SHRI K. C. PANT: Yes, even when 1
was in that Ministry, I had gone on re-
cord that the site in Orissa is one of the
best ia the country. That is on record.

(One specific point raised is in relation
to the land reforms Bill in Orissa. This
progressive measore is one which we
would like to take up as early as possible.

On the development programmes, the
question of drinking water and water for
irrigation comes up. These points were
mentioned by hon. Members. I know the
problems of Orissa in relation to this prob-
lem of water for drinking and water for
irigation. We will leok into this question
in the context of what can be done in the
Fifth Plan. This is our approach. We
are about to start the Fifth Pian. The
special feature of the Fifth Plan in Orissa
is mrea-development. Tribal areas, back-
ward arcas, arcas constantly affected by
floods, about which Shri Sethi made a re-
ference, areas of drought, arcas which have
spocial growth potential, all these areas
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are being indentified on fthe basis of the
industries now developed for this purpose.
The major thrust of the Fifth Plan would
be to increase the area under irrigation.
Mr. Panigrahi made a motion of this.
Particularly by the development of lift
irrigation we are bringing an additional area
of 1437 lakh acres. The State Govern-
ment has taken over the procurement and
marketing of kendu leaf and a suitable
organisation is set up to give assistance in
this regard. These are some of the points
to be tackled in the Fifth Plan. These
can be discussed in the Consultative Com-
mittee. Some Members said that Consulta-
tive Committees discuss only legislative
measures. It is true, the Consultative
Committee is meant to discuss legislative
measures. But over the years we have
developed a certain  convention whereby
offier matters are also taken up and we do
not restrict discussion on matters relating
1o development of the State.

Reforences were made to reduction of
dusparities within the State and in relation
to other parts of the country. This is part
of the whole wider question of develop-
ment of the whole State to which I had
made a reference carlier. Within the same
States there are pockets which may require
special assistance and special attention ; in
fact this is one aspect which is being cove-
red by the area development programme
which I had already mentioned.

1895 (SAKA)

A number of references were made to
the point that large number of persons

you will pardon a personal reference.
Once when my father went to a tribal
area in Orissa, he came back and told me
that this is ene of the most poverty-ridden
areas he has scen in the whole country,
When he said this, we have to keep in
mind that we ourselves come from a poor
hifl area amt are mccustomed to see poverty
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and if the poverty in that part of Orissa
is something striking. you can very well
magine what kind of poverty that must
have been.

I think I have covered most of the
points. About Nickel Plant referred to
by Mr. Panigrahi, I cannot go into this;
I don't have the information with me.
But I would certainly hope that regard-
less of whether the H. Q. is in Orissa or in
Delhi, the usual guidelines will be followed
for providing maximum employment opp-
ortunities to local persons, the people of
Orissa, who certainly need this assistance,
who certainly have to be provided with
employment opportunities, and this is of
course, particularly true of those who would
be in jobs below Rs. 500 per month. You
know the All-India policy in this regard
and I need not elaborate further.

Now the only point that I wish to men-
tion is that the Governor's rule is a tem-
porary rtule and it should be there only
for a few months. These problems are
such that in respect of some of them, they
will require a very long period during
which continuous efforts will have to be
made before we can find adequate solution
or satisfactory solution for all of them.
Therefore, I may be excused if I cannot
promise here and now that all these prob-
lems will be solved during Governor's
rule.

It would not be accepted by my intelli-
gent friends even if 1 give an assurance to
that effect. All T can say is we would
like in all sincerity to be of some asshs-
tance to the State during a difficult period
and to be able to take some measures,
however small, to laying the foundation
for its development and amelioration of
its difficulties during the Fifth Plan. With
these words 1 commend this Bill to the
House.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is:

“That the Bill to confer on the Presi-
dent the power of the Legislature
of the State of Orissa to make
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laws, as passed by Rajya Sabha,
be token into comsideration.”

) r]
L

The 1

was

MR. CHAIRMAN : Thete are no amend-
ments to any of the clavses and therefore
I am putting all the clauses, the long title
and the enacting formula to the vole of
the House.

The question is;

“That clauses 2, 3 and 1, The Enacting
Formula and the Title stand part
of the Bill"

The motion was adopted.

Clauses 2, 3 and 1, the Enacting For-
mula and the Title were added to the
Bill,

SHRI K. C. PANT: T move:
“That the Bill be passed.”

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI:
Here 1 only want to bring it to the notice
of the Minister that there is a serious
shortage of wheat and the Orissa Govern-
ment has written to the Central Govern-
ment for immediate despatch of wheat. I
would only request the hon. Minister that
he should see that it may be expedited
from the Food Ministry so that the consu-
mers are able to get wheat,

SHRI K. C. PANT: Sir, reference has
been made to it by some other hon. Mem-
ber also. 1 am nut aware of this letler
from the Orissa administration. Perhaps
it has gone directly to the Food Ministry.

But I shall look into it.
MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is:
“That the Bill be passed,”

The motion was adopted.



