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DISCUSSION ON RE-OPENING OF 5. 8,
LIGHT RAILWAY FROM SHAHDARA
TO SAHARANPUR
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AUGUST 28, 1972

S. S. Light Rly. 340
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gy mr oo
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#1 a= &< fzar mar) 1969-70 ¥ grer
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WT Naw FF Jogy wf T AT
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9T g @y ozl 91 faar @A @, 9w
tz 97 ga %) W faar ara, afz g8 gad
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s=r &7, afeT 379 g7 AmE |/ nd
w1 ot et @) Frar mar) miEw A
ot @Y § fEuy gzl ¢, afe 37 71t
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F gad) FErean ot T8 fzad

arr St gt ar, a7 = w1 dAT
qFA A AIE ¥ AT 91 1 1967-08 H w=@%
& Faq 97 26.64 w1 w9gr &F g1, afsq
1969-70 & ag 29.3 =ra %qgr g1 W,
Ffsa az A1 qQiEr AT G20 w21 w1 FAT
qgA & gH1 AT Flad ) FH A A9G A
g1, ag %A azr wiEr AY 91 fAasr
ofs adf &) &\Fdl 91 Ew ATEC I
157 & 800 wyErdt wHSfuEt a7 3 @
sTAT WY FTA AT, AT W & w7 F £
FHaifg} £ &0 ¢, 37 3y ST K=k
T aY wrer dtF wra @ Ag gar | -
17 arIe-aAfmal aTETC & DU A Wl
Tq W4 ¥ a¥ |}A] 9T G=4dt § ag or
gIFT ¥ fod wmizr ¢ w2A% w1 fgma
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argar g fF gt & A g 9 Al
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(N EImAF T FTIR G A
wrEAz &FafAa) 7 g A1 fowr ) & ag
WY @ g fF aq ag @ e 7 A
& nf @ gwoama wat N F A3, 3w
™ & & 370 fod @ 34 Ay g
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T4 WA a dREAA 2 E A1 im SFE T
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% foy &mr 2 &x dF g gl
qifemdz &z § ¢, I7% T FA9T A w20
f& a1 awng & == 7 ewa AR,
afwa £1¢ naditz 399 IuAA ¥, #W feaft
ot FrgAY &7 wAf 23 & fay v @ ow
foy Xgmasgaragar g fRegama &
a1g Hr oF ¢ F S0 ¥ Arg a0 an
ry AEY fwar am

wa & & arm WA g sty g @
Tzar g fe o wedi § e 9w g
HEIZY I— WA ATETT A1 W) A7 wer
gift ae 351 & mg 8, 4t Aifq gardr
B4 @d &AM ai aw ¥ ad 3w
af ? gat - fam ST meA &t fras
fazen # wita ;vw @77 6 weafaai a)
afagfa # witw gt ¥, oo A1q o) Ay
sTagrT a4t Agt frar aar ? wiva muwne
e ara € g7 Arw W A4 wA) e
uFe THo WEZ BT A ¥B AT 94 AW
0, ®T g M 7§ wewA 5 iz
A TEOA & AT F1 fFAAT @A e
ge FITZ A4 9T q3w 1A 2, fAaw
T IHET AT A F1AT 970 7

miiza ad v & qarg A qEAk
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qIaF ATHRIT A fFar 41, I €0vr 14 7
wiva grE ) oz afuwi E fs &% a0
fafess #maw & gqd ot amra fwar ar
BFEAT B, WA ATHEIT AT A1 TATT T
aFA £ 1969 # w7 @@ Aw & feg
=3 Ft wafy azrf 7 a1 1970 9% 38 99
aFAr 41, #fET gAY 7 fagme, 1970 ®
T (A A1 AR & fgAr, I ARG 1976
a% S=id & for g7 3 el 3y ane
741 agf fgar, 37 @37 g w4t € wma
Fii adf a@—oF A A g@ A QAT
2 % ¥=§ &€ T F79AT 7 fAagT AaAm
T 97 A w@ad %1 as gn far ek
duifam  zfrzaior #8Y stqar war 1 &1l
F ftexftems § @ a§g Ot A @d 4F
% 1 37 9T vaiA Ag) fzar mar | &Al
F1 7g7 aweardt & forigns & @d faar,
ag o W AIRIT AV OF  IIETAT ]
ar f&7 Freadl & w7 awar gooard
aTaT 3% amF aug fRa feq anEi @
gt wTAr 2 et IT @il 91 ¥F i@d
=137 & wrasg ® #9798 em fzaragr 7
w7 Taw w1 70 7 76 ¥ 92% gweq far
mar & o faad WA osigEl F R
gara ge & wsr fRfeag qana & sgar

g

o IE &) FfzAreal & aramg #§ of
A ggama agar g 1@ dY A &
% § B AT 39 9w gieat § sanare
F, d gz ezt & amrAqe, waree
T ammad § T A€ Gar w3wA Ag) @
fagme gzt o7 fsu) S99 78 28
wag foft § amg @9 ® =g &
TIETY, RE-FIFD AN, F0 AT, A
arw W fema aagal av fzedt sl M
# faadt st gf & 3awr fema =
BMAr At /FAT | TG 907 F 717 7T
a7 § 7 T2 41 7 0@ I 1 arsd
Fg A At av an & T4 5 5% A fE
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WE FORA TG A7 @ graw
@ F A At AEg R, T A oy
gl 2 fram IwFT dm AMfac fs g
©Aq 97 T9 Wa @eT & a7 Ay
fras & aw1T g 3, S qur Ffoaizai
g s anw a1z awr Afwg qa 9§
A #ar afes fed & efwe @ fan
q @ Wl Sl A, A I3 g9 o A e
I FT #) #e F IAT BT IEEH WI
5% faltaw #1 7 | 597 79 § apqar
§ HA%T aww q9w qEy SEqT Far ) §
#99 U@ ATIAT 2 T 137 WA 9 g
VI #YFIT &% q9IC, 91g IAT gIW
T F ARAT X =qw, q® AAmifey
AWEE AT Tmg A W Arede
I 9w i 92 55 w8 Ata
AT fam F1 ogae 3wy fzg )
¥ gUF g H I ey # qm im
AT TFTH A T WL |

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond
Harbour) : Sir, this Shahdara-Sahranpur Light
Railway, one of Martin Burns, creatures, was
closed on the Ist September, 1970, I cannot
understand why the Government could not take
over the railways. Because the poor, common
men have no vested interests’ lobby function-
ing in Delhi, and that is why we see today
that Government is so very anxious to take
over Balmer Lawric at double the cost to
benefit somebody, and that is very good to
them,

The length of this railway line is 172.7
km., and this railwar ran on an average 22
daily passenger trains, and it carried on an
average 12,000 passengers. This did not include
the goods trains. That shows that the busi-
ness was very brisk and it was fully supporied
and patronised snd it was really essential for
the people in that area. They had 1.400
employees. If we calculate that way. that is,
taking five dependents for one empleyee, this
1ailway provided living bread and butter—for
7,000 people in the country. Sir, these employe=s
received very low wages. The total wage of
an cmployee came to as low as even Rs. 100,

There was a survey committee instituted
by the Government of India, and it says—I1
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am quoting an extract :—

*+ Although the services provided by the
light railway companies generally Jeawve
much to be desired, some of them are
serving a very useful purpose and in their
case, at any rate, if they are to suspend
operation, the road services will not, it
is felt, be able to cater for the entire
volume of traflic offiered. Accordingly,
it is necessary (o cnsure that these
ruilwayvs continue 1o operate and strive
o improve the services to standards
comparabla with those of other railway
systems including broad gauge and metre
gauge.”

They have a pious Industrial Policy Re-
solution which clearly indicates that Railways
must be in the public scctor. They drafi a
Bible for themselves and then they would be
more identified for its violation than to its
adherence; that is the strongest thing.

I know they have no transport economist.
The huge railways system involving Rs 4,000
crores, Indiin money, the largest public sector
cnterprise has not got a proper, mature,
g;p:ricnpcd, academiclly educuted transport
economist. That is why you always catch the
wrong end of the stick. This is one of the
cheapest frames of transport, the railways,
water transport cheapest. Road transport comes
last, | give the example of Howrah-Anta
light and Howrah Sheakhala light railway.
For a monthly ticket, the small irader and
the small clerk who came to the city for
woiking, they paid Rs 17. When it was stopped,
they had to pay Rs 65 for the same journey.
As a result he stopped coming to the city
and lost his source of income or he came and
crowded the slums of Calcutta, to avoid paying
the railways fares, Traction by railways could
be done at a fraction of the cost of running
the road transport, It is unfortunaie that
even after 25 years they do not have an
integrated national transport policy. Am 1
not throwing pearls before swines T 1 had
been writing to them for the last five years,
to various Ministries and the Prime Minister
that unless you have an integrated national
transport  policy, you cannot really take
ctrrect decisions. So far they have been unable
1o do it. The ones that we had near Caleutta
which had been closed down were serving the
poorer sections in the hinterland and the
interior, particu'arly people from the low
income group.

BHADRA o,

1894 (SAKA) SN Fight Ry, Mo

But the trouble is that in the Planning
Commission and in the Government, there is
a very powerful road transport lobby  which
caters to the needs of the foreign  mvestment
oriented road transport although oad  trans-
port costs may be 4.5 times. In spite of that it
is being forced upon the commoen working
man in the country. Howrah-Ania and Howrah-
Sheakhala  employed 1600 persons,  Arrah
Sesaram and  Putwal  Islampur  had 900
emplovees, Sahdra-Saharanpur, 1400 und In
the head oflice it had 30+ perwons, The track
length covered by Howiah-Anta was Ko km
ond that of Mowrah-Sheakhala was 31 kv :
Arrah-Sesaram covered 114 km and Fuiwal-
Islampur, 47 km  while Sahdra-Saharanpur
covered 172 kmy,

As for the number of trains, Howrah-
Anta and Howrah-Sheakhala ran B4 trains
carrying 30,000 passengers;  Arrah-Sasaram

ran IR trains carrying K000 passengers. Fuiwal-
Islampur ran [4 trains and carried 6,000
passcngers while Sahdra-Saharanpur ran 22
trains carrying 12,000 persons.

All that | wanted to say is : have they
understood the  business 7 What do they
believe in ? In over capitatisation ? These
light railways are very old and the intrinsic
value o buok value of the assers have become
next to naothing  In spite of that they are
rendering a greal service, a beneficial service to
your economy. Ycu arc runnming @ great social
service and serving people ai  practically no
cust. Suppose you want to replace these light
railways by buses, how much muney would be
required 7 About twenty tLimes  the money
involved in the light railways. You do noi
care for them because you do not understand
transport economics, the value ol over-capi-
talisation or under-capitalisation,

As far as Howrah-Amta and Howrah-
Sheakhala arc concerned, | regret to say that
a particular political party had been playing
politics and had  been  dilly-dallying  For
year people suflered. Although the Prime
Minister in her elecuon mectings had  given an
assurance in 1971, it was delayed till such a
long time, Now we read about it but we have
to sec what actually happens.

We are struggling for reopening these two
railways since December, 1970, but now they
want to reap a political dividend. Therclore,
they are talking about reopening it I want
1o urge on the Minister through you that
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[Shri Jyotirmoy Bosu|

the cmployees of all these light railways should
be brought under the rules and regulations of
the indian standard railways and whatever
those employces get, the employees of light
railways also should get. 1 also urge that the
light railways should be taken over, improved
and brought to a standard and not abolished.

Finally, 1 urge on the minister (o spell out
clearly and truthicily here what the Govirn-
ment"s decision is with regard to Sahdara-
Saharanpur light railways and also other light
railways that are doing a great service 1o the
people of this country.

=Y Azfag aroaw oEf (MEgr) ¢
awafy agkza, ag 9 faarz gziar Tar
ug gmt 3AT 93w & afesd faal ¥ w@d
a1 AafeFt & foqg 31§ wgeaqe s
gran 1 & @ e & sHe wer feAl
§ arag § ar made ga At @) qifear-
"z ¥ ;drg Frat 3 13 soed %t fom
w7 famr f& @ W% @ I=9 frazma
FEdl ¢ #4ifs oz @ Hfedi& g @
qALA A | g q AT g AT ¥ R
gma 1 gt afear § 1wy ag @
FEA gaf & g2t af &Y ga@ AR ¥ S
F1 AT AFAIT g1 ATCAT |

A1 I FE ATA FE T4 & 48 48
w2y w3t 2 fx ag =% Tafeo a6 =eord
St a%dl f& ag w2 & =y 9 & amw
grar mradta J&t ot & qrAA Sgar g '
gy e AR A A WA awmr W@ E 9w
w1 g3 Ay fadl & e qrw §, W@
ag g 2 @ 7 A ofiwd faal &
@il & facg oF aft afam &1 7€ ag
arfaw ag @Y fF f& mfza a5 st 3 1
0% 17 =@ WA H gg e s
famevt s & grg &w Fear | smo SR
¢ fe owt WY @Id 4ga wEd Wig 9%
fas @ &1 @@r o F ag g feag
Wy gt gt IEE FT AW § TN
AT G @Y A fF 3w g8 =3
LT F1 AT A T AT A @A
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Afra agt quofwwa ganmow arE
#le @57 INEA §F AT A FAGT A @F
1% ga%r fatg Fyar qF 77 frar, sk
@1%r S eag TgA o fr & 19y qai &
forq dmre g

T qrE FY q1d FET A0 20 F Ao
stz g @ sarwadl ma agiza A 39 A
Y 7T Fut & FF 35 § 40 Az € I8y
FT AT GAG ZVAT 41 g qifeq a4 Fw9AL
& 2T nifws &Y sw a1 a1 @) wAFT
Har) oy frafrag 2 fx o3 gt @t
yAfr Fa77 A1 920 J17 o IaF arg
™ I@T oTed 1 S A gard 7,
agh /1 TANH @ gawy T At faar @y
feT o =8t &1 & gwaet fomr ard &
& & Az ? @@ oA dfew § ad
AT QAT TFAAG @, Araw w1 AT A3
mar &, Y feafa & oz T99 @A gad o
®Y Ay wxdr 7 A it @@ aegdd
&1 RMAST 331 G1 TH I &A@y § aq
FY2 7 w37 91 FF 19% @1gd A% & 541 |
F2Fa F1 wa=1 § fF az m F 7@ ao
2, 3f&7 ana gt gdTT qar @ 48 w2
2 i qg 91z g1 s=d) & AT sg@a 41
59 417 97 famt agi #@ | qmv FegA)
& Zizq & az &€ %= avdr 9 a1 . aq)
gt 5= aFdl | @ AT ;g AAAEA § R
g Wz ¥ 9@ W oA ad wg
9§60 I=q F1%A F) T8 FgT § q9f-
afag #@ 7 5@ Aw ¥ = 90 Hw
T GET 60 HIZ w1 g FANT s °g
HATE 97 AF AFA § | TF WBA A EW
w0 &1 ¢ ifaw 3 wA Wy ) g9
s Wt favara § f et w4t @@
T yreafawar £ qugA 7 wifnw &30 7

g @ maddz 3 M FE ¥R ogEEr
ST arar sz w7 gt gz wRT & fw
A%l Smm wrar afghd dy s ze fE
feg @@ & T@FY =900 9T | MAAE
gzeg faws ot 3 sz @ fF I zaay
Framafed & FTMT 9T 9SG, IAT TEA
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AYEIT ¥ G & I@q Iwam  ar frer
Wt ag § Y A A Bt famw A
FUH 87 @T F1T §) A9 970G,
1 AT @AY 77 I IEA F AR AN
AR T8 ArzA & qfafAe s 9@
g 7% 1 AW T S A= AT AT
£, 3971 g7 far ar sFar & 1 a9 7Y ag
Afs & fx aend N dfafed, TE-
wig % Tzt arfed @ aww & @) anan
¢ & ¢@ 9% a1 &1 F4) Imisr W @0
2 & s e fazme axAr g fR SaY
REVZT AT WIAAIN] F ARET TW@ O, @
F Tt A1 afr €1 emA § ow@d go s
IACHIN F @A qA A1 AT WA E,
IA%) gHEA g0 T1E Uar 7w Jarad fagd
g WY FzA A @ aE A A
g f5 wat wdmm ww a # A
AT AEF |

qurefa wgtaa - # o fAasa s
Sgar g1 ISR AT AW aw &san §
I fafqeeT aiga &1 qma ft s gaw
iz & wegar g fr w19 "3 S R0
FH &1 A @ 9T W famowng o §
faaza sar § fr 73 @ 0% & A
9w @ ¥ 413 § A Fq@ A A T
ga @ig a¥ o1 3% I 907 fagz T9-
IUT AA @A A) FT T | TAE ATET
"FAZ W1 qU G AT HT A FAT T
E9 459 %) FATG WY F{ B |

st oHo mWo At (w1AqT) @ A
agd faso ot & q& 0 ) yAFr § FAma
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The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday,
Augusr 29, 1972(Bhadra 7,

1894 (Saka)




