|89 Wrillen Answers

Disappearance of 5 Soviet Tourist
from Palam Airports

802. SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAU:
SHI JYOTIRMCGY BOSU:

‘Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to the news-
item in ‘Hindustan Times' dated the
10th October, 1973 that a Soviet tourist
disappeared from Palam Airport on
gth October, 1973; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
and (b), Yes, Sir, On receipt of in-
formation from the USSR Embassy in
Delhi that a Soviet national, Mr. Ana-
toli Pakhomov, had disappeared from
Palam Airport on October 9, 1873, im-
mediate steps had been taken to locate
his whereabouts, At around 10.00
p.m. on October 10, 1973, the Police
Station at Chankyapuri was informed
by the UK High Commisrion that an
intruder had broken snto the premises
of the British High Coxmission and
was creating a disturbance. The in-
truder, who was identified as Mr.
Pakhomov was removed to Irwin Hos-
pital for attending to the cuts and
injuries he had suffered when break-
ing a window pane while entering the
UK High Commissiun premises and
due to jumping from the first floor to
evade the police, Mr, Pakhomov was
obviously in a disturbed state of mind.
On being questioned, he declined to
make any statement. In the circums-
tances, he was handed cver to the
USSR Embassy for repatriation to his
homeland and left for Moscow by an
Aeroflot flight early in the morning
of October 12, 1973,
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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC INPORTANCE

REPORTED CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA
(Begusarai): I call the attention of
the Minister of Railways to the follow.
ing matter of urgent public impor-
tance and I request that he may make
a statement thereon:

“Reported cancellation of trains
and the consequent difficulties ex-
perienced by the people, particuluriy
in the matter of movement of coal
and other essential commodities as
well as passengers.”
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AN HON. MEMBER: What about

the Cabinet Minister? Where is Mr.
Mishra?

MR. SPEAKER: The Deputy Mini-
ster is here.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
It is a question of propriety. We
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|Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee]

have nothing against Mr. Qureshi; he
is a respectable colleague of ours.
Bul where is the Cabinet Minister?

MR. SPEAKER: There is no ques-
tion of propriety involved in this; I
have held a number of times that any
Minister can answer.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): Rail-
ways have been experiencing shrink-
ing coal supplies in recent months.
Stean coal which is consumed by the
Railways and several industries has
not been available in quantities suffi-
cient to meet the demand of all con-
sumers of steam coal.

The position was further aggravated
in August and September by the loco-
men's strike and numerous staff agita-
tions and 'go slow' on the Railways
which seriously affected and impeded
movement. In October, the availabi-
lity of steam coal was further reduced
due to a large number of holidays
observed by the collieries when the
olfers were comparatively much less
than those in previous years. The
drop in availability of supplies is
more pronounced in Bengal and Bihar
coalfields, which cater to the bulk of
the requirement of Railways and
lately in Assam fields where one of
the three mines raising coal is re-
rorted to have been flooded. In the
circumstances, the Railways' share of
steam coal from the overall available
supplies could nct be maintained as
minimum esseniial demand of key in-
dustries had also to be catered for.

As a result, the coal stocks with the
Railways were severely depleted. In
order to make available to the indus-
tries their essential requirements of
steam coal, the Railways have had to
reduce their own coal consumption.
To achieve this in a planned manner,
Railways have curtailed departmental
and shunting services and alsp under-
taken temporary suspension of some
short distance less intensively wused
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pussenger trains, Care has, however,
been taken to advise the Zonal Rail-
ways to see that vital interests such
as daily commuters, court passengers,
students, industrial workers etc. are
not affected. The movement of
essential commodities such as food-
grains, ferlilizers, cement, petroleum
products, etc. including coal has, how.
ever, not been allected.

According to available indications,
steam coa] availability is expected to
increase in the coming winter months,
As and when the availability of steam
coal improves and Railways build up
the requisite coal stocks in sheds, the
cut in train services will be restored
in a phased manner.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
It is quite obvious that the railways
today present a dismal picture. In
fact, the entire system of transport-—
rail, air and road—all of them seem
to be in great disarray causing great
difficulties to the people. Indeed, the
‘whole national mobility has been sgeri-
ously affected. In any country of the
warld, the cancellation of even & dozen
trains would have convulseq the entire
papulation and brought about a
complete overhaul of the department
which is responsible for running the
railway. But in our country no
feathers seem to have been ruffled
because of the cancellation of 200
trains—particularly in the Ministry of
Railways. The Ministry of Railways
presents the very picture of com-
placency and equanimity. A ministry
which can with perfect ease and
equanimity announce the cancellation
of 200 trains can also be trusted to
announce the complete paralysis of
the system with equal ease and
equanimity. This is what makes us
fee]l very much disturbed, The rail-
ways are not proving equal to the
tasks which they are entrusted with,
either in goods traffic or passenger
traffic. If it is so at the present
moment when production has gone
down considerably both in agricul-
tura] and industrial flclds, one does
not know what is going to happen to
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the railways when there is going to
be a 15 per cent increase in food pro-
duction which is anticipated. We
hear that food production is going
{o register an increase Lo 115 million
tonnes. So also we expect that there
would a 1/2 million tonnes increase in
sleel outlput, and in the entire gamut
of industrial production too, there
is expected to be a significant increase.
With so much fall in production, both
agricultural and industrial, when the
railway is not coping with the tasks
with which it is entrusted, one can
be quite different about the future.
One of the main reasons that has been
advanced by the hon. Minister, and
probably that is the most important
reason, is that there has been a fall in
the suoply of loco coal, steam coal, to
the railways. Here we have to re-
member that both coal production
and wagon supply happen to be in the
public sector. The railways consume
about 30 per cent of the entire coal
production. Their requirement is of
the order of 17 million to 19 million
tonnes and they require 1600 to 1700
wagong per day. So, we are bound
to ask whether this much of supply to
the railways could not be ensured when
coal production lies in the public sector.
What comes in the way of the allot-
men1 of this quantity of coal and of
this number of wagons only fer the
haulige of coal to the railways?

The hon. Minister said that coal
supply to the other key sectors of in-
dustry has not been affected. There is
no doubt about it. But the main
artery of the national system is rail-
ways. If the railways do not function,
nor do the industries in the country
function. May I know whether the
railways are not also included in the
key sector of industries?

Then, is it with the prior approval
of the railways that the coal supply
has been cut down? It is quite appa-
rent that the hon, Railway Minister
does not think that the railways
should be high in the priority list for
the supply of loco coal. If that were
not so, the Minister of Railways would
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liave put his foot down and said “no
nonsense, we require this quantily of
coal ang it has to be supplied to us.” 1f
they did take this stand, then the re-
sponsibility would devolve upon the
Ministry of Mines. [ want to know
whether that Ministry came in the
way of the supply of adequate supply
of coal to the railways. When the
Railway Minister made a reference to
“key sector of Industries”, did he not
include his Ministry also in that prio-
rity list? So, 1 want to know how
this has happened when both coal and
wagon supply are in the public sector.
I also want to know whether any
private industry like a textile mill or
sugar factory has been clnsed down on
account of shortage of c 1al.

Then, as if to add insult to injury,
it is said that these are minor railways
and minor trains. There are trains
serving backward areas and backward
people. If they are to be considered
minor {rains we know what priority
the Government gives to the require-
ments of the backward people. So, the
hon, Minister has to tell us whether
the neads of backward arcas and peo-
ple are imporlant or not.

The hon. Member, Shri Madhu
Limaye, insisted on the presence of
the Minister of Mines. I would say
that even the Minister of Industries
should be present here to say whether
any indusiry in the private sector had
been closed down at a time when
the railways had to cance] 200 trains.

Then the hon. Minister s2id that
some holidays have been observed by
the workers in some of the coal mines.
May I know whether these holidays
werre obzerved by the workers earlier?
If these holidays were not observed
by the workers earlicr, then does
nationalisation mean more holiday? Is
it hecause of the kind of patriotism
that you have been able to inject into
the workers that they go in for o larger
number of holidays? I would like to
know the exact position. The ques-
tion that arises is whether these holi-
days were gbserved earlier or not. and
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if they were not observed earlier, then
my accusation would be that this
Government 15 pot capable of running
nationalised industries efficiently and
well. At tiais rate they will have ended
very soon in discrediting public sector
industries. It is anti-socialist DMinis-
tries which are running these souvialist
enterprises, it is an anti-socialist gov-
ernment which is running socialist
enterprises, and they will very soon
discredit socialist enterprises going as
they do. In a very well established
undertaking like the Railways they
have been able to cause what had not
happened ever before.

These are the few questions which
I would like to address to the hon.
Minister.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
The hon. Member has stated that
whatever steps we are taking are
anti-socialist. I do not want to enter
into an argument with him on our
socialism, People have judged both
of us and they know who are the rea)
socialists.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
You have entrusted the Government
into anti-socialist hands. Every in-
dustry that you have taken over is
going down....((Interruptions).

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 1
did not interfere when the hon.
Member was speaking. I hope he
wil] be patient and hear me,

When we talk about cancellation of
trains, it means cancellation of a few
trains on a particular section; it does
not mean cancellation of all the trains
on a particular section. A skeleton
service is maintained in all the
sections. Therefore, to have this idea
that cancellation of traing means that
there is no transport available to the
people is not correct,

We are running about 10,900 trains
every day and are carrying about six
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million passengers every day. If 1
take out the goods trains which have
not been cancelled, the total number
of passenger trains, both suburban and
main lines, is about 5,173 trains every
day. According to my hon. friend,
200 trains have been cancelled. It is
less than five per cent.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
More than 200 trains have been can-
celled.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: It
is three per cent.

The railways are using only steam
coal. The overall availability of steam
coal at the pitheads of mines was such
that we had to see whether we should
give priorities to industries or stall
certain industries and take the whole
coal for ourselves. The hon. Member
should appreciate the role the Rail-
ways have played in sacrificing a parl
of the coal to see that the essential
industries in the country do not come
to a halt. We had the wagons and
we could carry more coal for our own
railway stock, but we rationed it out
and saw to it that the essential in-
dustries did not suffer for want of
supply of steam coal. The hon. Mem-
ber himself has said that not one
private industry has been closed. To
that extent he should have compli-
mented the Railways that we have
sacrificed to maintain the essential in-
dustries in the country. (Interrup-
tions). What I am saying is that there
will be no further cancellation because
the mines have turned the corner and
there is an improvement in the supply
of various types of coal. The number
of trains so far cancelled will not
increase. But we are now trying to
build up our own stocks. The rail-
ways, unfortunately, had a very
small inventory of coal at the end of
last month. In some places we had
only one day’s stock. The hon.
Member can understand that a vital
transport system like the Railways
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which is the artery of the whole
economy of the country, should have
a certain stock, say, upto 7-8 days’
stock which is the minimum. But
regarding making available of coal
like coking coal to the steel industry,
hard coke to the foundry industry,
slack coal to the brick kiln industry
and other industries, there is no
dearth so far as the Railways are con-
cerned in supplying the wagons to
these industries.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA.:
The Ministry of Mines claims that the
production of coal has since Janu-

ary and yet you are complaining
lack of coal.
SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:

Unfortunately, there is no imprqgve-
ment in the loading of coal from the
pitheads. We had some troubles, we
had some go-slow by the carriage and
wagon staff. The train examiners
detained the trains much longer than
is required under the Rules. There
is also impediment in the movement
of coal from the pitheads. As I said,
now that the mines have turned the
corner and the Railways are in a posi-
tion to supply the wagons, the position
will improve and I can assure the
House that there will be no further
cancellation of trains and the trains
which have now been cancelled will
be restored as and when the stock
position improves.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
The main question that I want to
raise is—and that is also in relation
to what I said earlier, that if the
hon. Minister of Mines claims an
increase in production of coal from
the month of January consistently,
then how do you complain of lack
of coal?

SHRI PILOO MQDY (Godhra):
Where did you find this corner?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
The hon. Member knows much about
coal. The overall stock position of
coal might have gone up, but the Rail-
ways are using steam coal. The pro-
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duction of hard coke and the slack
coal might have gone up. The Rail
ways is entirely based on steam coal
and our major requirements come
from the Bengal and Bihar collieries.

ot wg fomd (a7%0) : W
wgren, ug facget e @ § & ag
o FITS FT ANTT & Tg I AT Fgar
warag &t fadiqeft e & 1 =
F Fogw ¥ W MEEfer § 6 A
19 T F1 wEHAar At et & o
W RS ¥ o N fwmrd g,
@ g W dw FT@ W
1 wa A;QIW TEE W H TE
W & I H Fg R, W 15 A"
& < fom v T AU wATH AT

“If the shortages are due to the
failure of the Railways, what steps
the Government propose to take to
remedy the situation?”

| X6, e g ¥ faan

“The shortages are not due to the

failure of the Railways.”
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“The shortages are not due to the
failure of the Railways.”
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SHRI BISWANARAYAN SHASTRI
(Lakhimpur): I have carefully gone
through the statement made by the
hon. Minister of Railways. It appears
that this statement is inadequate,
vague and, in some places self-con-
tradictory. It is inadequate because
the statement does not clearly state
what is the basic cause of the short
supply of steam coal. It reads like
this:

“Railways have been experiencing
shrinking coal supplies in recent
months”,

What is the reason? None given.
Therefore, it is inadequate.
It further reads:

“Steam coal which is consum-
ed by the Railways and several in-
dustries has not been available in
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quantities sufficient to meet the
demand of all consumers of steam

coﬂln-

It appears that the Railways are very
eager to bracket other industries also
50 that the blame can be shared

equally.

It is self-contradictory because it
says:

“The position was further aggra-
vated in August and September by
the locomen’s strike and numerous
staff agitations and ‘go slow’ on the
Railways which seriously affected
and impeded movement”.

May I know how a go-slow and other
staff agitation can lead to a shortage
of supply of steam coal to the Rall-
ways? If there is an agitation, if
there is go-slow tactic adopted by the
railway employees, there must be an
increase, due to non-use, of steam
coal in stock and it should have been
possible to utilise that stock for
further running of trains. Therefore,
it is self-contradictery.

Then again:

“In October, the availability of
steam coal was further reduced due
to a large number of holidays
observed by the collleries..

The language has to be noted. First
it was stated that the position was
further pggravated in August and
September by the locomen's strike.
Now it is contended that it was further
reduced due to a large number of
holidays observed by the collieries.
That mans the locomen's strike or the
obgservance of holiday in the collieries
are the same thing. I fail to under-
stand this logic. Therefore, I am con.
strained to say that his statement is
self-contradictory.

Thirdly, I would like to point out
that it is inadequate, because in the
other statement that the Rallways
made previously, they are very eager
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to publicise their doings and undoings
Here, nothing is given as to how many
trains or how many services have been
cancelled or suspended and jp what
sections and in what zones of the
rallways. Nothing has been mention-
ed. Therefore, the statement is both
vague and inadequate.

I can cite so many previous instances
where even minor things have been
eolaborated largely but here they
have deliberately omitted this, ob-
viously because they dv not want to
take the House confidimce, I presume.

I would like to know, in view of this
situation, whether the hon, Minister
will be pleased tp tell us categorically
the number of trains cancelled or sus-
pended during this period zonal-wise
in the Eastern, Northeastern and the
Northeast Frontier zones, and also the
estimated loss to the railways in tonnes
and rupees, and whether the railways,
in view of the short supply of coal, are
going to switch over to dieselisation
which is also a dangerous proposi-
tion,—as has been stated by the Rail-
way Ministry in some other connec-
tion—and whether they are going to
stick to that principle.

Finally, I would like to know whe-
ther the railways have got their own
captive mines to meet the emergency

demands. These are my questions to
which I would like to have clear
answers.

SHR1I MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:

The hon. Member has said that the
statement is vague and it does not
contain the information which he
desires to have. 1 would be pleased to
give him the information, whatever he
wants, but the statement is self-con-
tained, and it contalns all the informa-
tion which was asked for by the hon.
Members.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
The number of trains cancelled?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: He
says we are trying to share the blame
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ang he says the railway have failed,
the industry has failed and the Min-
istry of Mines hag failed, As 1 have
said earlier, when there is this dis-
tiess, the Ministry of Industry and
Mines and the Railways Ministry have
shared the distress of each other, and

there is no question of blaming each
other.

MR. SPEAKER. What the hon.
Member said—and I also could not
resist jt—was that the other day your
colleague said “1 have got so much;
but the railways must move.” And
| see you are sitling side by side,

SHHI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
The hon. Member asked how it affects
the movement of coal. If the loco
staff strike, if the engine-drivers -
0 not run the engines, coal will not
move, That is very clear. (Interrup-
twng) 1 have already said in this
Houuse that the loco running staff
strike for that period has cost us
about Rs. 14.67 crores.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
We are discussing the coa] situation.

SHR1 MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI. He
asked how it affects the movement of
cval. He asked how when there is a
gu-slow activity or when the staff do
nut work, there is this difficulty. It is
a common thing that when the wagons
are loaded, and when the wagon staft
and the carriage staff and the train
examiners delay the examination of
the train for hours together, it will not
build up the stocks, neither will the
coal move to a particular direction.

o gEw fegn) awedt ;3T m@a
T g 27
SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:

FYTAT | The number of trains can-

celled from 1-11-1973 to 12-11-73 on the
Central Railways was 122; no trains
werz cancelled on the South eastern
Railway and two traing were cancelled
on the Eastern Railway.

MR. SPEAKER: It is already in the
statement. You need not mention it
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SHRI BISWANARAYAN SHASTRI:
My last question has not been answer-
ed, whether the Railways are going to
have captive coal fields to meet emer-
gencies.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI. No,
Sir. wgt aF drd &1 g4 g, wA
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12.48 hrs.

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAEER in the Chair.]
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SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
The House would llke tv know from
the Minister of Steel and Mines whe-
ther there is shortage of coal or short-
age of railway wagons.

mR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: 1 know
the dividing line is very thin and it
becomes a little difficult, but at the
same time there is a certain procedure.
1 am only trying to regulate the pro-
cedure. There is a certain procedure.
The Calling Atitention Notice relates to
a particular Ministry. The conven-
tion is that only those members who
have given their names can put ques-
tions and the Minister will reply. It
other members pitch in and another
Min:ster is alsp drawn into this, it
becomes a discussion not relating to
any particular Minigtry but a sort ot
mini-discussion relating to the whole
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Government. The whole thing is a
little complicated.
SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD

(Bhagalpur): He can make the state-
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ment either today or tomorrow. He is
prepared to make the statement.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: [ know,
The Minister is naturally very anxious
lo defend his Ministry. But my res-
ponsibility here is not to allow any
Minister tp get up and make any kind
of statement any one he likes. I am
concerned with the procedure of the
House. But, then, as I said, we cannot
Just brush aside this problem. 1 have
always said this is an evolving demo-
cracy. Perhaps the rules are not ade-
quale enough to meet all the contin-
gencies, Therefore, as some members
have suggested, it might be treated as
an exception. ] will allow the Minis-
ter to make a statement on this con-
dition that there should not be any
further questions. If the Minister is
willing to make a statement, and the
members are anxious to hear him, let
the statement be made, But no more
questions should be asked after that
slatement.

12.57 hrs.

STATEMENT RE. PRODUCTION
AND SUPPLY POSITION OF COAL

THE MINISTER OF HEAVY IN-
DUSTRY AND STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI T. A. PAI): I am glad that the
members like to be acquainted with the
correct situation, I would like to give
it as best as I can. In 1970-71 the
production of coal was 72.95 million
tonnes; in 1971-72 it was 72.06 million
tonnes and in 1972-73 it rose to 76.40
million tonnes. The question whether
production has gone down or short up
after nationalisation has been a matter
of controyersy. I would like to say
that no magic could happen to bring
up that production immediately after
nationalisation to any extent, because
the coal industry presented a picture
where over a period of years there was
no investment at all and perhaps
slaughter mining and indiscriminate
mining also. Along with that the
demand for coal was also going up in
various sectors.



