55 Annual Reports AGRAHAYANA 5, 1895 (SAKA) of U. G. C. (Mot.) 306

he weaker colleges require more
issistance. Will UGC revise the
policy in the light of this considera-
tion?

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: I will
look into the point raised by Shrl
Munsi. I do not have the informa-
tion readily available.

As for the question regarding the
RSS at Patna, a question has been put
and reply has already been given or
is being given. I do not exactly re-
member. 1 received notice and
drafted a reply. It is a specific case.
1 cannot possibly keep all information
readily available with me. If any
information is given to the Commis-
sion that the moncy sanctioned has
been wrongly spent, if any specific
complaint is brought to notice, I have
no doubt suitable steps will be taken
on that account.

As for the point raised by Swami
Brahmanandji, I thought I had ex-
plained this point at some length.

Coming to Shri Dhamankar's gues-
tion, T have stated that the Commis-
sion is deeply concerned about the
need for providing better facilities to
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
students.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVIL My
question has probably not been pro-
perly understood. Certain colleges
are taking money not only for
appointment of teachers but also for
admission of students, which is a
corrupt practice. Will the Commis-
sion blacklist such colleges?

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: 1If a
specific complaint is made, I have no
doubt the Commission will take suit-
able action.

—

15.35 hrs

PRESS COUNCIL (AMENDMENT)
BILL

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
I. K. GUJRAL):; Sir, I move:*

“That the Bill further to amend
the Press Council Act, 1965, be
taken into consideration.”

As the hon. Members are aware, the
Press Council Act was amended in
1970 and it gave effect to the recom-
mendations then made by the Advi-
sory Committee of Members of Parlia-
ment which was constituted and set
up by the Government. After the
Bill was passed, as desired in the Act
itself, a Nominating Committee was
set up, comprising the Chairman of
the Council of States, the Chiet
Justice of India and the Speaker of
the House of the People. The
Nominating Committee invited, in
pursuance of the relevant provisions
of the amended Act, nominations from
various organisations and constituted
a Press Council in October, 1970 it
self, Unfortunately, some news-
papers in India criticised the function-
ing of the Press Council, and there-
fore, the Nominating Committee in

its wisdom decided to resign. We
were inclined to persuade the
members of the Nominating Com-

mittee to reconsider their resignation,
but they did not agree. In the mean-
time, the term of the Press Council
came to an end in October 1972 itself.
Therefore, we had to take action and
by an ordinance we decided to extend
the term of the Press Council so that
we in the meantime could decide in
the House itself as to what the Nomi-
nating Committee should be and what
should be its constitution. We have
also decided in the meantime to sel
up an Advisory Commillee again as
was done in 1970 to advise the Gov-

*Moved with the recommendation of

the President.
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ernment as to what type of amend-
ment should be made in the Act on
a permanent basis regarding the
nominating Committee itself.

This Bill is a very simple Bill. We
have not gone very much further
than only giving an extension to the
Press Council so that time ig avail-
able to the House and for the Govern-
ment to come before the House for
amending the Act so far as the Nomi-
nating Committee is concerned.

1 will not take your time in making
a long speach at this stage. But 1
would only say that the purpose for
which the Press Council was set up
on the recommendations of the Press
Commission itself, was to a very great
extent being fulfilledq by the Press
Council, as Members might have seen
from the annual reports of the Press
Council. I hope that by and large the
members are satisfied with the
functioning of an institution which is
useful. The Government at least feels
that it should continue because we
fe¢l that it is a sort of a council of
peers sitting in judgment over their
fellowpeers.

Therefore, I feel that I should re-
commend to the House that it might
consider this Bill so that the House
in its wisdom might decide to give an
extension to the Press Council for the
time being.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Motion
moved:

“That the Bill further to amend
the Press Council Act, 1965 be
taken into consideration.”

Before I call the Members, I might
point out that the scope of the Bill is
limited only to the extension of the
present life of the Press Council till
June next year; 30th June, 1974. if 1
am not mistaken.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur):
What iy the time for fhis?
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: They
have given two hours. I do not know
vyhgt you will talk about on that
limited aspect. If you talk outside
the scope you can talk anything! I am
only pointing out the scope to you.

Yes; Shri Ramavatar Shastri.

o1 amEmT mpwt  (czAr)
Sqrsae N, weEt S 7 799 #7y B fE
ag @it %8 wifaw § faae gafy oz
7@ et & faq g =izd # 3w
FHT &) AT 2T F  wET AWy
Y TTEEA TE R 15 @A A & ag
oz § & smar F1W mAATOSEE @
2139 97 FIA9 F a7 o g TaTaeEr
8% & frrwrdt agl av o8 Tarad ey
Agt fam ) @ zAN fom oav &
AN § AT I/ A7E & /2 F AT
@ A agwa |m A 9rfzT a
2 f& & qov fagaw orr @@ 2 g
" AW F AT A AT FAr Fooiv
fra gure 7 feon 7= gt fgn f=
FMT AWM H A MqEAET qEwT
AT 7=T T FAW FIA F IAFT Sqvar
7 wmz sfema A W@ s
ofraz ar #faw 7= oTw T FT
q% IF gEAAT T2 MY ) wdt qw
AT F wifest &v ZY T T feer
&9 ¥ qaY ST & W17 A7AST @R
F wTATH AT FW gAE! AT
YT HAT Y IAFIAS F1 wfAqonsr
AT AR &, W@ WA agd
g A oa T ® gEwEwsar § 5 ga
& gEel W TUWT ¥ SURT SRwrEr
et & wfafefe @ @@, ofs
gaart gfar & am gmr wifgo,
Saa & fawra § 99 A1) 3wy gfugw
g awdl § I aEl F A FE AF 0
AfFx a1 9 = wAEE ¥ aw
Iq avz ' 7 ¢ vafad AT s
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} v stfaw & aawlEl @wd )
ITTRT ¥ SOTET TET WG, QYT OF qAwrT
oY e ¥ e € fear afesw o feza
GEWH ¥ FROPAT ® AT g0 AT
@ AEY § aw &% | Afew ga
F ara § fw i qowiT 5y A
R 9 & fad qwew gfa we
sAfrea ¥ $9 X e A, o
TR AT F wEw w0 AR &, a6
qEY WA A wnerE qEwrd ®7 owar
F1 AT WgT § ¥ A omad qB
e §, TEM g WE GT e w7
amza v fAy 2 |17 o Amwar 2
¢ f& av%17 woow &7 & W 9T ®W
T aw & aaal £ 722 FT G2
A7 34 q@ Ft q@1A @A AT RW &
o7 e qEwfen @1 faw A
g FFm, M7 gmt fEF 97, gHIT
29 F o9aT TS g & fuwen
TH1 FA 2 AR WIT AR AFGT A |
zafar & =Tigm f& s & Aofa
ma tfem afen sifema detwm
% mmia Ft g wfed, 37 wwga
FHA A g wifgd, A F qwwa
Iferr m% sfaez 9§ wravm
ST R @9 T & o M@ifF AL
st @, W1 A w7 awaey
@3, 8 Smar g 5 mAaiT 7 ag
am arfawi € A F@ F 0 e
¥ 419 97 @ a1 qgd B TAT
g fet &t sglt  gx w® ¥ I
ARG I F F qusw @ A g,
AT T ARAE @I gE WA
A T AT agad & a1 574 & TSI HZHH
& ®r mrfast &1 awds w79

1540 hrs.
[SnriMaTI SHEILA KaUuL in the Chair]

afadi sraag 2 e ma gr A #1
et g fE dvo dYo e, mWIEIT

WI7Al, o TAo WIis> , T A2 E(
g n¥fwal w1 oF e
g vy srd, ofsws wyvg. o w5
s fEar sd wWifE e @ ®
wifs & afy A7 & A1 az ag gt
gaffar s &, At fHe g7 agrame
nafrdi & At AAAA gAFC FIH
Fa § 9n ¥ freedl #1 AT% SaET
eqA AF famramar 20 sogEE
afsF s a9 st A1 Aifge
™ % f& g7 1 aa A AW
qTHT KT A FAET WA
F o 5 4% 7z ¥ fF s@ wgen @wi
& TSEEEIT  AG (¥4 W@ ar Ar
TgT & AAgd Hrar, arf ws fwAavan)
F7 w78 fegfq wrer 2 59 -
I mafmgl & gaAEy e 1
Y Z9 ATE & UF AN
ad wdr & AT AT ®T e
34T WA AT FA &) gfaud
a7 A, g4 %1 feafg A gme grm
o 19 77 #1 Agfaga @ =g
st | zEfAe gam A Iwa z
1T 0 Avg A1 fagr{on 48 6= 7
1 wF TE A2 AT AT HT
37 97 oW FAT e | afzAF Fiv-
TREA  FATF A1 ACT A G0 o WMo
ARCTI T heTaT WAL 7 FT TH 2
zafey & (AFza *=a (Fowza
aEE T FT TR €19900F
an 2 s wEwrr w1 oS e
M7 IRAFAT T LEE wF AT
faqr wi@ | W dATEHIE FE AT A
8 &% FNWA T FZ WA am,
gl ar Al AF I3 T w4 TgT
dqgaTs A8 w2 1 a3g
qORTT IR RANE 9T FD A
7 7 A 2, fRUEe mw
g AT 2 AT TAF ¥ ww
wodl ®fzArgEi R E, "ligEd A
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F) 7&K FL gg a7 A4 KA T{ET
U St Aweqry F, W sfwy gH
WAA  F S8 A W9 AOA W FT
T FL

o & g fag (saro=sr )
A7 AfesStR wgir , o i
A% A1 a4 afwag  Guigw fadas,
1973 9€ 717 337 9% F27 7
aagcfzar 2. 33 % A% g1 ¥ qfq
=% w9 g3fory FTATE |

wirEar. #ar 5 gadrr aza B
73 2 f& zarr aafag 7= w7 37 £
N gE A 7 77Fm wix @ A
F1 90 T4 2 5 e ¥ Feifaw

U A O B2 o S
ofT JiErT ® g ozm oG ¥
o gresim o2 fr 3w %

LELE LI ENEC L RN
A Aq A g g wfawe
Tamara E g A g & fx
0T AW F ST gy faindy 241 5
a2 F14 2R Faw frdw faa
# fAu w3 ¥

T & arew 2 fE fore frg a2
A FT R ¥ A A w9y
71z $17 wfafa ) el & sy
T G5 afrag w1 T g a1 faad
T ¥ g o ¥ afw awe
it o1 ¥ wawdi ¥ agmer gEm
frd T ¥y Z% wr 7w A A T
izt & fs swwagmraow
amiwa "fafa & 757 fray mar g1 3
AT XN ¥ wAAm ver ofag ¥
7amifa, w1 ArnfaeA, J@F a0
worE, 3 A mrfsagi £y ox gfafy
Fart wE oy At gwry far dw ofray
F T3 ¥ oT IF T ATE
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Y, & gATY qMF F7 F Faba e
9T 3 gusafem & I7 & weawy & W
faeie) gl gTr WA T FY FEAT, AT H
gl s f& ag AFdT £ w20 A
FAT AR &, R W F wTET &Y
qUEA T AT § fave
¥ HwAT d41 SR HIFET 7
e AAl W qaTe @ Fr fw
IFHA  aix Fearfaw  qeat wv o
e T F oA ogm P "/
ATAT FI ATREAHT &1 AT AT
1 2 frar Al 7 aix aas
il &= #1327 AT gas
F1H TE R

# ag 751 & f AT A gAE
dAar s faar frgm om v am
gv faare % fF fa wvre @ Amares
afofa w1 w7 faar smo aifs o grai-
gl ¥ gy oF afafy 17 7% A
g ¥ 77 fwtn ¥ AagmE @1 5%
W dm fe oAt Y ¥ T o2
FY AT AN, TF HAZ FT AGETA
o o Faed fant ot ¥ framd
¥ gxma H g A amHraw s
¥ qumg Fr g A1 Afafa F
TS ¥ grag § g7 vt F wr faee
el orAT 2 ) A AT T AT
rger & fE gwrager av & o wfafa
FTH FT qF A1 A gAY IFE g, A
qeq ¥ WA EY AF | FH AG
qftex & w37 Fare § faarr sT @
& o TavTEE: AT £ATA IH AT JaAT
g fr afafs & ewammr ar @ £
gq ¥ fww wwC F A& &
-1 B § R G 1 2 f&
fag w¥rw Fam g afafa o
g S aw & fair g afafa
afr | aEfafema =1 & ama s



313  Press Council AGRAHAYANA 5, 1885 (SAKA) (Amendment) Bill 314

o1 ¥%d7 ¢ & 9% =fem == afufa
¥ g S wETT # wrEar 99
ofafa Fgrmr  ofwfaa anfy

aF aar & fam gm wmsaafy
FATE H AAAT gH 3 AT AT qReW
faar & 29 3w & armifas )7 mfas
foqwam  awmea wwr wmEd
B W A Wmew ¥ qEA FAr
TR ¥, g, AmmEad s
sfaframardt . s st ofmar 2
FTATEATAFHATIRIZ | 0 Iy
# Az g fe g wEre A1 afafy
T w3 ANt wm Faad
grge 19Xy ®Y § A afdm m
@ wm A fw gy, areeaarEl,
wgarEY, wrorardt g sfafearaE
wmaA A =z ogm Al ) TR Emne
mmgwim g fF oy AmF AR
sfama a% TET ™ 73 T 9
arfedi Fga® £ @7 57 T wAw
¥ gRTA FAT # W ogrriae F F
T A e ot #1 S gmAr
g ¢ e gam N gRv AT W e
qi  # fevw gw wY AT IR W
7€ wgf7 3 E e Amw o7 oA
FTH TF AWTATT G ERITETGT | ATA
FAr et ug ¥ favrom # wTEAn
far 778 § , wfeqwar FY araan qar
F3 1oz fafaiagdm &
fer 5 a1 #r w1 oAEFAr 20
ot frigfr dzrad 7 o 2 fw
sara #1 freoi & A1g 93 AEEAT =
gary grgi Howm A1 gF FAIE
feem | #wfa T EwWI? TeEd W
oF 77 g F arfE M F A
fafn Hzw gmag as | TWAFKR
T F1E  S1 gRTY AWTAIAl *
R A g Aifgd qg A@ 21 W
@ & AR sHET gHgAm %

FAHTA Y SAEqT  F AT HIET
FAFN §  AfFA FUMHTLT 0= 9T AT
urfagre oorfag frmar & I9F @A
FAAT FY wrErEl F qfd AET 21
qEY | T ATET |ETATL TEI 9T -
afmi F1 ST oFfuse & I FET
TANA  FTCATEOM | OAT AT AT
W A gw Avwfas ara wwi Fr P
agr  mw o F gurer w71 Frwfr g1 aE
A www F g gt fem oA
fadft sHeF FT AT FoqraAr

g, Wewm A &1 AR TA-
ofg fadw s 1, afEE wwar
#, wfgT  wET w1, AIFA

AHTA FT TAT A FT HF |

ZHTQ waT "t AAAT ZiEer ey
ft ¥rs A Fr A fF frmmaH
Tty ARTATT 9@ ATH & T H
@ =W wra afew AR I
9 Far &1 Ear & | K mwmar
i f& ofr siraal swdeaTA @

?
7z A fafemw =1 7 A7

# gfu® awa qq1 Ffr wmzar g
afs o7 Gy aradm T eawaArt E
oqd fa=mr7 aFvz 770 1 £ oraw weAar
g & madra wom g o e gwTe
q ga afafs Frozy 273w
€A% WA TT A EiEs g7 oA AT
H gufaware & &7 |, gwdr waq
RIWW ¥ FT mEAET 939 HT
gx  gd wwTT A gH agh A mwaw
fare g%z FA FTAE IT )

wea § & gawt &Y wga1 wEar g fw
gRIAIIAE JAa & fqu g |, wqar
gmaiegEt & far At g & oAl
AT KT AW TAT H Y [T F3-
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[ &z sam faz)

9adl  F AAAT JTC | AT FRT AWY
W F AmIFArs Y TYroAT g1 mEAr,
aw) oF Q¥ AW F AT g AHAT
s ff oo ¥ gFE Y /1T geAw
wfgr T amrfss wT mfys qarm
%

Fgqa ga 1 ygH qFATE ) §9
Ty faInfl o| & 9T F AN 91 A
FF AT & IFFT WAy H ¥ A
aFar g fEr 3T FMfaedsvy
e gA ¥ | {359 7 ZMT AAAT ¥
arg wirg 557 % qré wv sfafsrar
fagsrragrr A 79w WA 3 frae
qsfiqfaat %1, ffza gl €1 awrea
4 | & g w7AT Z fF 3A40 @At
F1 IAT 2 § A1 VAT AT AT
A 517 A Zear fag aug gid o

w3 Affm 7t avdq § FZa0 Mg
# gqegar &7 g fF 39 9%
miq fafg =g geard T

£ A2Y &A1F FRIEHT T I3 A
qI9 A BT FFT 5T AT AT |

o WERY ALAN qigd (F7H17):
7w 94 qftag Ha0T 9T F9{ FT W@ |
Zq (A9 F IZ@@T AT FIT 9T TFTA
T@i z0 A wFRA 7 A AMA R
fx aafy aftez & #1907 7 ArO8H7
AF19 2 f%F fer ofez 81 o feg
TF17 7 31 fH7 WawqT 7 g1 CHET W
fez & 2gar 9rgd £ 1 93 1 SqTeqT
#t of d) = F Ay HF A faq
safaaqt g% a7 WL &Yqr VAT AT IT F
7171 qrmga fag omy ¥ FIIT w9
%31 3 fr 2 feafr dar 28 & 1 FfFR
q197 T Fha A4y fzar fF werar
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foq ava &1 g€ WY fra gwc Ay gd ?
w1 afeaz & w18 & g gé
oqar ofveg § aged’ &1 amifea o
1T ¥, qftag &1 ot fawior #78 &
wuar faa &1 wfgwmc fear a7 a1
Aifaae 77 1, I wraraA g%
WY WEATEW F gEeg ¥ AT FETST
fear @ SadmA s FATH IS
F@ Farar @ 1 waq g frdas @@

a3 FE) ¢ fr 98 afmz #
A1 F AL H [ A=A F1 T8
¥ 1 =97 33T A w21 g FF A fafew
afafa ¥ Az=q7 7 98 7zq9 fFar & f=
ag argqa Agr grm fF 39 F 9t
¥ ar ® wreraar g & are o g
Aafsa +AAIAY F A& FATAHIN 39 A
g | AF AW1 F HeqT WIT T1IT AAT
F AW IA T A F FUAAr T2
g fx 7 ag safzaqr w1 adm=ar faq
TR & IO &) a5 FEEr A0 FAT
gt M7 wFEAr fF£75 99T #7797,
#7 IEi4 aftgg & Fd47 Foarr §
a7 of @z FT F FOA F T H F5
qrATIAr &1 41 7 37 97 afz qraa
SFIT TTAT AT AT IAW FEAr F
art ® e g fasre fvar s a=ar 91
afz g9 =afFaal gra Q8 wEgAdw
sgfeqi 1, I=7 921 97 33 gy safsaqy
Fr w5 mEFAr T8 41 65T 7
gq% AzEqi #r 715  §fafs Far w1
37 ¥ gqafawr wgd § A & awwban
g fs & &+ % g7 fased aren
gl & YT A e Wy 9w § ag
fazgs Znm

qftgz & 737t Ffawr
fawrfeat & srare o< frar war gy
FT g 75T Frar 7av 9r I Awg o)
gax azEdl Fr qF gAgwre afgfy
AT 9 1 g afafa s9ad 1968
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HaA) 4t 9T I47 I JAH HagAT H
gt feg@ 3 &Y oY ;3w A7z gEn

fzar g1 i aqfs= Aavavam & qeq =rar.

oY1, F% FA1 F FNET HIT T9 AT F
Javaa Fyof amfAdaa afafr aart
s, A1 g7 afvay 7 gt w0 AE-
Az FT 1 39 & wAAR {94 afwmg

T TSAZHTET | HAE TAA Al §

% a7 g1 wgen fHe 347 *q 1
FRTA W Tg € fF wagmaegi AT
nF Fingfr FE AT AT AgIH AT A
oqd garE ¥

16 hrs.

o1 o grAda qaTFm AT @
f& d7 afrag 7 afen sdfaza Fr
afar wfafafum faar s =ifgr
a9 F1f7T maz A1 a7 3 7 qez w77
™ 2

“Thirteen shall be nominated by
the Nominating Committee from
among the working journalists, of
whom six shall be editors of news-
papers and the remaining seven
shall be wcrking journalists other
then editors.”

3 # afsa safeza &= 1 71977
@ omgr &, 48 q@TA & ) gar
T2 AT 9= § TR F99 a1 99-
FRI F 31 #AfA1 q9dm qos7 &
#if o Mo TA=Go Fo AL qTe T o
Fo | T Ao MHo AT Fo FI
gaar gfsfafa § 99 & fam f2r
A1 39 7 oAy wfqfafa afr  wsm
FET ERT fog w1 g7 f1 35 7 q9qr
sfafafy Afy v 1A T fe
W T we fadw a@T T AT ZTE |
qEWaq: 9% ®4 a1 fF4T wg  Fegfas
) FYAATIL AT FA, FIF AT
qeawy  fowdY wegfaes =1 & & AT

HFAT § | WA AAAT S3F0 T 5@
& ft Giol oo AfeFiF aqig
T ag mfas &1 wg@@dr 3o
ggfe g9 arv § IR FiE IW
IAEW THT AN fFar } ag ¥4
qrfos sfamut g&fiaf aw
g | 9fF7 79 graeg § s T A
aifyea g fx Fga S anfs & far ag
TRl FEEq qrara FAmg, fem ®
TAFT HAT AR FIg A A f7Ang,
afer 9 c3ag &9 § w9 fa=wrr g¥=
FI AF A FTEECH AOAFAT
W FT AF 1 95 FifgT oE A
oz ®7  F AT 947 2

“To build up a code of conduct
for newspapers and news agencies
and journalists in accordance with
their high professional standards;

“to ensure on the part of news-
papers, news agencies and journa-
lists maintenance of high standards
of public taste....”

fEw Fagr nar

“'to encourage the growth of a
sense of responsibility and public
gervice among all those who are in
the profession of journalism.”

o wfgfaaw ¥ ez as5rmy qar 2 fF
dg oftey & am-ads Far FIT
afea nx geqr w1 afefaqfa 7 fag =@
¥ 99T q7 & Ha9z g0 AT 394
"I I &1 Ay FHAITAT i F T
T\ 35 F Few FrafAdga afsfa £
waet & @mea aq 71 feafa dargd
& wwmar g f& s wATAZIRT 7 39
AT F1 cq3IT F F1 q7A (75 Fa,
FIW@Td WA 931 § A gET | GAFA
#t faw seaeil ¥ sfafafaca Faz 7
aqr 99 ¥ fAat== afwar & ;T § «¥
T F1 QO 77 fqane w=ar =arfzgq
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[B10 A=Y mraw qTvew]

"1 wEm 7 a1 & fF 99 afrag
3IF 7% A w0 F7 vE gy SHFan
§ ogar. w2 fowmy o A 2
afF wva1. mAwfiaT ¥ 03 7 9en
zrfoea &1 fawra & wawa &Y 2
g frauffmm ot £t mEnfiaar &1
g TR ¥ e fmas
TgT AN FEAAF FIE FaEH
Tuizd 4t FAvET AT §
g7 Fifaes &1 framn & wifat wa-
Y FIA FY 3|1 341 g ? AHA EA
WIFT F sAFEqT F1 AZ WY 7A@
TTRA1 2 fx TAHTAT O IA AT 9T FATRT
& # Am & 3a-1 AT FfsAIAT
F AT FA AT T | AGATL {3
qgem Fw 1A F 4 g, faedl |
frwaa am afzaz #1967 9F7 T
T2 gAT A4, IAST ggATd
FAA T NI FIHAAME ElET2 |
A9 FTFE AT £ gAY [ATAL gl
F mifasi F1 9 7 Aoq sATfE w1
qrmA frg 9 fram s aig
avEre #1 4g =g 2 i afy =
#1541 feagA 0 AWAT F7AT g7
§ @A IAF HTEN X HIT IAFT
qETEHT FE | SLET ATHT AR A
g | T aTAgim 2 fE s smTaE
nal w1 oY AR 2 g F A
AT 2 oy fm & Towrd amn 319

afs FvwT wSEAE A Es
Tgn A g ARt #8E &
et 3w aAw fzan, [ I4Y aaa—
F¢ IF[=7% SATFAT T THAT 97 |
AT AT T %7, 3
T AF F7 AITE | WWARTE
fadas M7 2 g fr =g aoi-
Aer w39 £ AFiFiZgz FAD
¥ g Tz & gEE1 § TOH F AT ATEA)
21 zzEm A Oy qEy @ fear
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THaT g1 | WET § AAAEG wAT A
g AT § ¥yl arfw =g 9% ofwy
1 FraFTA GuTa g A qd 7 wfafs
F1 Mo FAT 9@d & faeraEr A
IR OF AATRW F 10 ATTATAT
o o, 9= f§ quraT gen A AT
7 W mEimmwasTAd &
arow wry § f& 4 ofrag &1 oAww
mEdT  fFm s

§9wa1 g f& #dT mgRA 4z
gvarsd 3 fr ga afafs avaga 9=
a s e sam fe 7w =aw
TEET AR AFAA A E @ g7
I HE | I ORRT HIOEITOEIN
oAl 97 H&W 71T fAgaw Ay «v
Favag wegafemi s 2 fx
7 94T F1AAT iz AEAr 2

577 A @G & AT Fw FrE
F G@AT AT B | TEH F AT 4TS
asieadl Fag "ol fE T odr
gr 3fs gmer 3w A @ dy &
sl f7qrE 2ar, i AwSE AT
1 A AT =

& axgst g f5 oW wuv s@T
F aag q7 #mwm fEmrEmr AT @@
faga®s &1 AT F WEAEEA T g,
At =Y AT 97 WM wE A
fFm

o WARTE WA KT () : FwialE
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*SHR] J. MATHA GOWDER (Nii-
giris): Madam Chairman, I would like
to make a few observations on the
Press Council (Amendment) Bill. This
Bill seeks to extend the term of office
of the Press Council from 1st October
1973 to 30th June 1974. Earlier when
the term of the existing Press Council
was to expire on the 1st October, 1973,
an Ordinance was promulgated on
the 27th September 1873, to extend
the term by 8 more months. This
Bill is only seeking to replace that
Ordinance.

A Nominating Committee consisting
of the Speaker pf our House, the Vice-
President and the Chief Justice of In-
dia was constituted and that Commit-
tee was o appoint persons to serve on
the Press Council. As a result of the
nominations hy this Committee, a Press
Council was constituted ¢n the 1st
October, 1970. It appears that certain
criticisms were voiced regarding the
persons nominated by this Nominating
Committee to serve on the Press Coun-
cil. The Members of the Nominating
Committee in view of the high offices
they were holding did not wish to
associate themselves with the task of
selecting persons for the Press Coun-
cil and in fact they resigned from the
Nominating Committee. The Govern-
ment are now thinking of finding an
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alternative method for selecting per-
sons for the Press Council. 1 ugree
that some time is required in working
out an alternative method for tlus
purpose. But thon, Madam it is three
years since the existing Press Council
was nominated and all these years the
Geovernment had ample time to go into
that question in all details and find
out a satisfactory method for selection
of persons to serve on the Press Coun-
cil. The Central Government did not
keep itself alive tfo that question and
when they fund suddenly that the
term of the Press Council was o
expire on the 1st October, 1973, they
came out with an Ordinance to give
a new lease of life to that Press
Council,

Madam, when I see that even the
simple matter could not be attended to
by the Central Government in time,
I cannot but point out that this kind
of inefficient functioning of the Cen-
iral Government was largely duec to
the enormous concentration of powers
in the Central Government. The Cen-
tral Government have assumed for
themselves enormous responsibilities
which have cast on them a heavy bur-
den which they are unable to bear.
This Bill is only a symptom to show
how unequal the Central Government
are 10 the tasks that lay before them.
Whenever some of us speak of granting
maore powers to the State Governments
all kinds of motives are attributed to
us., When they demand State autonomy
we are suspected as demanding seces-
sion. T can only say that those who
look through coloured glasses will see
things only ccloured. When we pin
point the areas in which the Central
Government have concentrated in
themselves almost all powers I do not
know why some people should feel rat-
tled. Tt is just and proper that there
ought not to be concentration of pow-
ers for, apart from other reasons it
leads to inefficiency in the administra-
tion. This Bill is only one such ins-
tance.

*The original speech was delivered in Tamil.
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Madam, we have been hearing for
a very long time about the concentra-
tion cf the Newspaper Industry in the
hands of a few monopolists. We have
also been hearing that the Central
«Government are considering proposals
for diffusion of ownership of newspap-
ers for a very long time. There is no
-doubt that the newspaper industry is
in the hands of a few persons which
is cerlainly is not desirable for the
‘healthy growth of an independent press
in cur country. What I am asking is:
How long the Government would go
on shouting on roof tops that there
ought to be diffusicn in the ownership
of newspapers? Therc is no point in
talking about it without the Govern-
ment taking any concrete action 1n
‘that direction. I have an uneasy feel-
ing that the Government are not very
:serious in bringing diffusion of owner-
ship of the newspapers,

The Press Council as it is now does
not give any representation to the
Working Journalisls. 1 would like
1o know from the Government whether
the Working journalists have any say
in the publication of the newspapers.
What is role that is assigned to these
Journalists in Press Council, The news-
vpapers today are such that they re-
flect only the opinicns and the views
of the monopoly owners. They are
able to publish such material either
in favour or against the Government
‘which is conducive to their own sel-
‘fish ends. It ig time that the news-
papers are allowed {o function in an
“independent manner. In some count-
Ties entire industry has been nationali-
sed and the newspapers are controlled
by the Governmeni. If you look at
1he newspapers you will find thal the
proceedings in the Parliament are not
-given the full or the necessary cover-
age. In fact some of the important
discussions have been blacked out in
‘the newspapers. What I am inferest-
ed to know is whether the Government
have any proposals io nationalise the
newspapers and Instead of just talk-
jng about the need for diffusion in the
-ownership of the newspapers will they
announce any concrete proposals for

action,

Madam, if there is any development
in our country during the last 25 years
it is in the area of political speeches
and newspapers. According to the Re-
port of the Register of Newspapers for
year 1971, there were 122118 news-
papers and 2773 other periodicals. 1
am sure, by now this number would

have gone up further. I am giving
these figures from the 16ith  Report
The

of the Registrar of Newspapers.
Press Council has to function in this
background. There is no doubt that
ithe Press Council plays a crucial role
in the matters affecting such a large
numbers of newspapers. It is indeed
surprising that in such an important
issue of the Press Council the Govern-
ment have not been acting quickly and

in time.

As I stateq earlier the Central Go-
vernment had nearly three years since
the Constitution of the Press Council
by the Nominating Committee and they
failed during all these days inspite of
the members expressing their desire
o resign from the Committee to evolve
an alternative method in this matter.

1 do not want to be misunderstood
to criticise our President. I only want
to voice the feelings of large number
of people that the President should
not give his consent to issue Ordinan-
ces such as the present one. Ordi-
nance should be resorted to rarely and
in unavoidable circumstances. In the
present case the Government  had
enough time and because of their in-
efficiency a situation was  reached
which necessitated the promulgation
of an Ordinance. I have no words to
condemn the irresponsibility of the

Central Government so far as this
matter is concerned. With these
words I conclude.

SHRT N. TOMBI SINGH (Inner

Manipur): I rise to support this Bill
I remember that just a little while
ago the hon. Deputy-Speaker very
rightly observed that this Bill had only
a very limited scope on which one
could speak. As I speak I am keeping
this in view. The hon. Minister has
very rightly pointed out in the State-
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ment of Objoets and Reasons the basic
cbjeclives of the Bill. There is one
thing, however, whivh I wculd like
re-emphasise, namely that so far as
the draging in of the important offi-
cers of the press council into political
or other controversies is concerned,
Government had made their intentions
very clear that they do not like to
drag into any political or other con-
troversy any of the important officers
because in the Press Council Act the
concern Is with the preservation of
the freedom of the press and the pre-
servation and maintenance of the stan-
dards of the newspapers on thr one
hand and of the news agencies on
the other which can be done only
through the good offices of the Coun-
cil.

A number of provisions have been
made for the nomination of members
from different calegeries, and expen-
sive power has been given to the
council. A large number of objectives
have also been mentioned so that the
council under its constitution might be
able not only to preserve the freedom
of the press but also maintain and
improve the standards of the news-
papers.

We are mecting today after a few
years of the constitution of the Press
Council to discuss this Bill secking to
amend only a small provision. But it
will be worth-while to make an asses-
ment of how the council has worked
after its constitution, during the Ilast
few years, and whelher any amend-
ments are necessary, what achieve-
ment has been made and whether we
stand satisfied absolutely with what
has been achieved in this sphere,

May I draw the atlention of the hon.
Minister in this regard to one impor-
tant matter? Wide powers have been
given to the Press council, equal to
those of a civil court to try suits
according to the Civil Procedure Code
and let us see whether the council has
heen able to utilise these powers for
concrele ends.
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If that is so, what are lhes=? Is
there room for more improvement in
the matler of nomination af members
to the Council; if we go by the enu-
merated categories, we have big me-
dium and small newspapers. What is
the number of small n=wspapers? [
have to emphasise this pecause in my
part of the country, ony the services
of small ncwspapers are available
During these days of IA ockout, stand-
arg English or Indian language news-
papers will not reach us. This only
shows that in this country 43 per cent
of the circulation is taken by small
newspapcrs. [ think lhe representa-
tion on the Council from the small
newspapers should be re-examined in
the light of this consideration. We
should increcase the number of repres-
entation from the small newspapers.

126 hrs

[Surr S, A, KapER in the Chair]

We sheculd give more encouragement
to the small newspapers. Whether
this is clearly within the purview of
this Bill may be controversial, but
if you will allow me a little indul-
gence, T would like to take this oppor-
tunity to discuss the state of affairs
concerning circulation ¢f news to diif-
erent parts of the country, particularly
the hill areas of the north-easlern zone
where people have to depend only on
the services of small newspapers. They
have to import standard newspapers
frem Gauhati or Caleutta as  these
places happen to be the nearest pub-
lishing centres of such newspapers,
but when there is a stoppage of air
services as is the case now with the
IA lockout. one could imagine the
difficulties of these people in getting
news. They have to depend only on
the radio. In how many houses in
those places, do they have a radio?
So naturally, our attention has to be -
drawn to encouraging the small news-

paper sector not only in the-
matter of adequacy of  repres-
entatien on the Council but

also in regarqd to improving the quality
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of the small newspapers. I belicve
the Ministry has made some assess-
ment about this. Wherever small
newspapers thrive, it is on the basis
of giving sensational and local news
In most cases, the small newspapers
are owned by political parties. So,
naturally a large section of our popu-
lation is deprived of standard objec-
tive news. They are fed on coloured
news. [Even so they have the conso-
lation that they have s:cme news. In
what way can we come to the rescue
of these people who are suffering on
this account? We have to consider
what measures of encouragement or
.palronage shculd be taken to  help
these small newspapers out. I have
a suggostion ang 1 hope at the time of
his reply, the Minister will bhe kind
enough to say something on it.

The Press Council provides for the
innrovement of news agencies also.
These news agencies like PTI, UNI,
Hindustan Samachar and others having
teleprinter scrvices should reach the
difficult areas, the hilly areas. Per-
haps the small newspapers may not
be able to subscribe suitably. In this
respe-t, the patronage of the Siate
Government as well as that of the
Central Government will be necessary.
We have to take up this matter seri-
ously because unless we reach through
a cheap teleprinter service. the small
newspapers will suffer. As I have
menticned., the small newspapcrs are
mostly thriving in the backward areas
where the big newspapers cannot reach
hecause of the poor communications
and several other difficulties. We
have to subsidise the small newspap-
ers in matters relating {o the telenrin-
‘ter services. What is Government's
reaction to this suggestion?

Then there is cne thing to which I
woulg like to draw the attention pf
the Minister. It is about the way In
which we can avoid rontroversies
about the Press Council and its cons-
titution. Controversies may happen in
spite of best intention and arrangement
because we are dealing with one of
the most important limbs of demo~ra-
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cy and the press is manned by the
most educated, eloquent and the most
well-informed seclions of uor popula-
tion. Naturally it may not be smooth-
sailing anywhere. Even so, we have
gol to be salisfieq with the maximum
good will and the maximum arange-
ments that we can make in this be-
half to avoid controversies. I am in
absoluty agreement with my friend,
hon. Chandrakar, who spoke immedi-
ately before me from my side, that the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha and the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
shoull be persuaded unanimously to
accept their offices so that we shall
be able to avoid the controversy as
far as possible; and the Press Council
will then have done the best service
in the present difficult juncture.

With these words, I support
Bill.

the

MR. CHAIRMAN: At 530 we have
to take up the other discussion. We
have got just one hour with us. I
have got the list of speakers; about
eight in all. Of course the Minister
will take about 10 {o 12 minutes....

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI I. K.
GUJRAL): 15 minutes,

MR. CHATRMAN: about 15 minutes
{o reply.

st au fomd (aier) © Wl oA
T AT M|

aartfr afem -
CEUIE A e A B
We can adjust it and finish it. TIf the
House so desires, I would request the

speakers to confine themselves to very
brief rcmarks.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: If it is the desire
of the House that time should be given
to all, then it cannot be finished to
day.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA
{(Begusarai): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
frankly I do not feel very much en-
thusted by the functioning of the Press
Council. I am not quite sure whether
it has been able to do its best to
seg that the norms and proprieties are
maintained to preserve and strengthen
democracy. While the Council has
felt very much ccncerned at the pub-
lication of the picturcs of inadequate-
Yy clothed female figures, it has not
cared to see whether a proper propor-
tion is maintaineq between....

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE:Any cloth-
ing is adequate for women.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
So we can expect more interesting
pictures in the newspapers with the
recommendation of my hon. friend Shri
Madhu Limaye. The Press Council
has not cared tn see....

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN (Kang-
ra): What is the proper proportion?

SHRT SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
I am not speaking about the clothing
of female figures just now. I am now
speaking about the proper proportion
being maintained between the publi-
cations of the Government point of
view and the Opposition’s point of
view. It is on that correct proportion
that democracy is going to be streng-
thened in this country.

If the newspapers come out with
the publication of the Government
views in much larger proportion than
the opposition point of view, then I
should say that the newspapers are
not delng their duty. It is to this
aspect that the Press Council has to
addresg Itself more in the future.
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So far as this Bill is concerned, we
have to deal with three questions.

Firstly, whether the extension should

be granted to the present Press
Council; secondly if so, for what
length  of time, whether the

period that is being proposed is the
proper period and thirdly, whether
the required consultations could not
have been completed by now so that
the Minister could have come up
before Parliament with a more com-
prehensive measure.

Coming to the first question whether
the extention should be granted, my
answer is: Yes, in the given situa-
tion extension has to be granted.
Coming to the second question whe-
ther extension should be granted to-
the extent it is being asked, that is
for the period for which it is being
asked. I would say: No. I should say
that the extension should be granted
for the ‘minimum period necessary.
The Government has tried to grant
extension for nearly a year and that
appcars to be rather unreasonable in
the given  circumstances. If  the
Nominating Committee had resigned
because of the criticism against the
composition of the Press Council. if
there were certain loud ecriticiams
against the composition of the Press
Council, it should have been the duty
of the Government to see that this
Press Council did not exist for a
moment longer than necessary. My
submission, therefore, is that the ex-
tension should not be longer than one
or two months, The Government
cannot take shelter behind the plea
that consultations required with the
various shades of opinion in Parlia-
ment would require more time.
These consultations could have been
completed by now. So the extension
upto the month of June, 1974 seems
to be unwarranted. Thirdly it does
appear to me that the Government
might bring up a comprehensive Bill
soon. The Government might try
to soft-pedal it. My feeling 1s that
the Government shoulg bring this
measure during the Budget session of
Parliament.
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With these words, although I express
myself in agreement with the need for
extension, I do not agree with the
period of extension and I also do not
agree with the hon, Minister that the
consultalions required would take a
longer time.

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN
(Kangra): Free Press is one of the
pillars of democracy and I for one
think that the Press in India is quite
free and independent. I also believe
that our Minister strongly believes in
it and as far as I know he is quite
efficient and competent and he will
see to it that the free press remains
in India.

He has brought this Press Council
amending Bill because of certain
reasons, but the reasons have not
bezen given properly. I think some
more reasons should have been given.
It merely says that three eminent
men have resigned from  the Press
Council because of certain crilicisms.
We would like to know what was the
criticism against them and when did
they resign. Why was not this Bill
brought earlier or steps taken earlier
which could have done away with
the possibility of bringing this ex-
tension Bill? I understand they re-
signed two or three years back and
there was sufficient time for Govern-
ment to decide upon the course they
wanted to adopt. There has been
some lapse on somebody's part and
1 hope the Minister will take some
steps to see that such things are not

repeated.

The system of asking for nomina-
tions from ecertain unions is wrong.
The best system would be that you
define who are the journalists who
are entitled to#be represented on
this council and take a normal vote.
Those who get the maximum number
of votes get nominated. Why do you
take the responsibility to decide who
should be taken and who ghould not?
A comprehensive amendment should
be brought so that in future this

trouble does not arise.

I agree with Mr. Chandrakar that
you have not given statutory powers
to the Press Council. What is the
use of platitudes? The Press Council
takes a decision but it has no power
to enforce? You must make it a
statutory body so that its decisions
may be enforced. Otherwise, it
merely recommends something and
nobody is satisfied; neither the per-
son who makes the complaint is
satisfied nor is the person who s
to be penalised is actually penalised.
This also should be taken care of
when vou bring a comprehensive Bill.

The basic object is to see that the
press remains independent and the
people who work should get their due
share, Their conditions of service,
emoluments, etc., should be properly
looked into. It is true that Govern-
ment have decided to appoint a wage
board for journalists. But there is
controversy among the journalists as
to who should get representation on
it. There is a certain section which
says, this class of workers are anti-
journalist; they represent a particu-
lar faction, ele. Government should
not get involved in this controversy.
Government should say, this is the
number of seats—one or two or
whatever the number—for journa-
lists. Whosoever gets the maximum
votes gets nomination. If Govern-
ment involves itself in the contro-
versy as to who should get repre-
sentation, it will land itself in a jam
because there are many unions of
journalists and some hawve practically
the same number of members. Ewven
if Government inadvertently favours
one union, the others will get annoy-
ed. So, Government should remain
impartial. The wage board is for the
benefit of the journalists. Govern-
ment has nothing to gain out of it.
So, why should Government get in-
volved in it? It should give an im-
pression that it is not favouring any-
one. Tt is only trying to help the
journalists to decide what should be
their conditions of service and what
form it should take. Whatever the
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conditions of service the Wage Board
decides, it will be given to all irres-
pective of the unions which they re-
present. Therefore, instead of join-
ing the controversy, Government
should hold some sort of ilections
under some statutory rules and give
representation to those who get the
maximum number of votes. Or, they
can cal]l all the umnions, have a con-
sensus ang see to it that people with
greater consensus are given repre-
sentation on the Wage Board.

Finally, I hope the Minister, who is
competent and efficient, will bring a
comprehensive Bill, which will be in
the interest of the free press and in
the interest of democracy, and see to
it that many shortcomings which are
found in the Press Council Act are
removed, and a proper functionable
statute is brought into existence,
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“Some news items appearing in
this paper and certain comments
carricd on by them were not palat-
able to him.”

AT A HA AT galE
gorrdl  fAamAl F1 99 & fag FAar
F% FTiEar | g WEA ¥ WA 9T
Frsfema T4 1 A7) G99 FslEA
fomr Ads awagdr 7

“The Council subsequently exa-
mined this case in grant detail and
as a result of an enquiry completed
in August 1970 had come to the
conclusion that the action of the
State Government in respect of
withrdrawal of advertisements and
cerlain other measures taken
by it were part of a deliberate at-
tempt ¢n its part to coerce the
newspaper ang that this constiluted
a threal {o the freedom of the press.”

garfA w3y, FEIC 9T
faswraAt Fra  FLEr g, WA=EAm
FOH AT AAATT W § 37 % fammaAi
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&1, ardg Frcle WENAT FHET
& F sy e g fF g Taa
T mrgT  fAy svefaai g s
|FT ARTETOET &1 fawme o9
TEGIT AT FEE ST F AN
Wt A vy wrifew @ 7

gl 7ET ¥ UF OA9d gard o
TG TA I A FE7 §fem A
afas  fagrma &, w9 s & fF
SAA T Z | SAR T
T #faeqT gzwAadl § 1 ST
T qAARET F AL A, AT T
e ¥, {f@rg FaRE ¢ IAq
AT HIAT 2

st mko Mo nas el
FILH W ZAETHY AT FHOCRS
FT T |

sftwg fam : AsAHTTT &
faeget  @awd A g | qE SAE-
a2, H sawadr g SR
& qran g v fog & dowawz
T FroAy wt AT AT T F AT
FEFTAA  (FAAT Afed 1 FTAQ
wF et gA S SR A9
g A AT 4 47 f57 A w7
& ¥ ZTT Frodle Ho TIfFAT WM,
qEr A, FAqE AEaw "I
fager st wrfz & @l Sl A OH
oF & g UH AET afedr  H
fasmaq 2% 9 F¢ (37 | X o
o o Hix FaAr AT (AT qATI-
ey ArEEr F qAA F A 9=
T XX A1 A0 e 7oA FEAr AT
AfFr  argera F1E HAE HH
A F AR, aEEEOr AT A
gt SAR AR fAAe a9 A GY
@™ 1 W @y A1 wed & |

TR T & fF AT FIIH H €
g avad £ 5 ag dw wrsfaa &
T o# afl WU WY Ay AEr
o mmo AT 99 FrefmeE &1 oaeR
o7 I WA FT S FAT AqiEd )

HT A faAm av FT T &
3T F Fe 7 99 wsfma # w
fasgm &6 2 1 EEE wwE
A # A1 fasit Feafqar g7 @
M AU IFEER TEET WE AR
ff §7  F@ATAAT FEAE, T
= oum g o

fammet 1A IR FT S aF

o ¢ To froit Fvalmat w7 g9-
ofg a® =g & A T fammm
g a1 T8 #7 § & faae
AT AR T HFC HGATL qTAl FT
g garfag #a & | F qiw g
¢ SIETT T EFAT | arar
SagT  ® A9EI I ATEATE
gfaw  am F @ el a4
92 agagi At 1 a3 93 gFmfaa
# S FEafat § FgAEA 0 (FE
@ AqIA T FWFT G E AE
I AAZ W oadl Y uF oAy,
ad drdY, FE gl g e,
T g o@r 7 Fo Fo AT
g9 oagr, qawAAEr arfz fu
ygar<r S famma ITE & Faw
f& 57 gaad & #rf w=9t wr gl
TR OF AXH  UF AL AT AN T
S srsfmaoe # w7 2

“To keep under review any deve-
lopment likely to restrict the sup-
ply and dissemination of things of
public interest and importance.”
qg dg grsfaa taE TaEa &
raEe AT faam mfs @57 0%
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faemr @rmr & A1 5T ¥ 3g wiew
1 5 EfF woRrzs fsrdwd,
IR T® § (70 Ay i o Siv
qZ H aTd T SASY 9T gEAr "
gt Ay =rfed

oy S & fF gt agt awrant
n#f7at &, 9o o 7S &, goTAOUTE
2, 9w Wi 21 3@ o
oA aAfFAT F1 T Wy Qi
® ¥ U9 AT FF I GARIT 43T
Ee i G o i €1 B i A B
I afr § A g T ¥ @ vTR wEE
FTAT &1 3404 AFAFAST FOx
TA FAAT TIEN ZIAT AT R gmr
& AR AT AT FT WEIT AR
FATE TARAAT (WA A A awy
& I 3 0F 1w v A vl
qeEEr & FF AT AW AAD F ST
azd 1 nafaat AT W v A=
TErEr w1 ZfF gAer @A fawm
Farz far 2 1 A A fear v
qT FEAE a1 3 faoetl @ a1g7 T
ST, WY FE@AH A qEAl g Al
TGTF & AT A AT TZFT SO
HPF qTAIT & 78 s 7 dvo
o Ao [T To Mo UTEo FTFEA
m g7 w garla fem g fiF gamw
T araTET & fEArETEw S 4
Frer fzorolt #94 &, ArAIAAT T2
7z At faega @1 fawadr &
g & SARIO I AT E TFAE
¥oow g FFeT 7 ¥ e
st # gEANE F oA, gF ™
faar a1 , 39 F A H qF TF %A~
far  Faam fegga grFr e
g afer g & agsirEE fwad
sz duw foor 2 fF mam
# a@ o7 F FaT welr S
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T g, waifa W@ s =iy
¥ Fwr3fene o forr § o

SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL: That
is outside the scope of this Bill. This
is about constitution of the Press
Council.

awmfaagaa : FrIE 72
Rutcll

oY 5y femd @ HET AT A9 wWr
FNETIHTET e ? AT aeq
T wifE AT A7 WA TR
FEN HIAWMETATE 7/ AT
Ty A8 Fg 72T E (W) AT At
WTEHG S ST AT 0T w1 AT F
WIWT EE LT 7T ATERE owyT
AT FETFIAT | OGN AL HATNE T
T A, A SAMAT 4 A FA AT G
FrEguweradi | TAIFT WA GE
FenfRTd oww oam wrwiw o«
a1, IH  F SMA[ AL ArZAT 47 |

T TAT  FAFTT T+ K HA
Fif ez T fewrmir & 1 TEEAS  wa-
are § #way faear fun § 21
woT ar R AT AT I F 10-11
qre arz W dr a2 & fw iwmehhi
FITFATAT A F AT A AT
gr & fuiiy wd 7 our | =
WIS aF oFAT B AZT FT FTH [T,
vas1agy ararw e | wAd franfs
wr awig g fr wrawirE woEdl oy
TR F( ISTT AT &1 TH NTAWTFT
FTHC 7 9% TIfem F o g
#Frug FImT@ ¥ OOREA F AT
AR R | T GTTH FTIf6e AT AGAT
T ZAT o o o fraqr s g
qT IFFAT A ST AT IT A
FrE Tt g1 & gudad w=
wg | K ag wg w § & oA
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A TS FTATRT &1 Sl AT
F& &g Fryg fawfor ga 3w
F1 T a4 § faw Fwwe fa
SraET AR g1 e fadrqE &
T HYT SHF 310 39 ATFHYT & faeimh
WIA FT FIH NG FHfEA A FUTE,
TH § TG WA |

FTIGAT FTAA W gH AW AT TEA H
T AAER A g Hiwdg ug fF ae-
faai & zror  wsiATAF AT F T A
faar sam s & @z HeEe gAn # 9w
WY N UF  HET  FHTT EHIL ZW H
&N AUT Z | AEAAAT ATH AT Ao
U AT F STEZ F AN 67 fmemdT
E Frafd ) w wH FEAET F
a3 A i fawmAi #r TRl
Ffr g A farsman g f& o«
A s & o1 wemfew # gEEY
a famrw e &0 oAd wFd &
formd ®@dee & far g &1
SIT2 135 wEAAas Fat HAHw g
smEdr (w41 2 fo gEdns & (5
HE N TEFNATH THTHT § AT T
T AfFw § HEAES & TS
& wdY g7 1 wfawae 65 @ &3 s
Tt fa g s aTAT g g 34
TH F G 1TH q7g T AN /AT AL AFET
& T e FTHw AT Pt w@a<i w1
fa &7 & Asd faamat &1 &
HIEAARS & #TH 4T 5T T g, 57 ¥ ga@w
T T wFAT 2 "7 F41 THRT 39§ @A
A1 AT =TfET | 70 Y ST FAT AR
WA FAT FTAT T A I G T
T I HNT ATE

17 hrs.

Wi % T gEEEl F FHE FT
avr &, % ot wrgar & f e A A

e TS gNT FT FATHA W vy
#E 1 q&U AT faa & fawa
Fad | Ffea T AT ? T Al wNT
# gt wfafafa #@w o2 & gaea
T, @1 WIEIEAT AT R 1 wAT
9 AW FT 4 AET=AT G5 AGT &, ar
fo g @ 1 aniAfoT TR F Iy
FT FEAT GIAT | F AT mTHAew (@
& mgwa g fm mur faqus =13 & fe
TAAT wWY A4 FT WEE F4 91
WAL HETRU TH WA 4T AT T A I
T AT T

fargma s fagra e g
afafrfugt 1 mweg @ & g
afy afen  sdfemy #@fv ofees #r
fafies dmardit wiw are & Yow wifg
F ofir  afafafudi &1 == g1 an
FMET WBT EMTI AlFw  HTIT F
g g% fauy §awsElt Frama w4
ST | F FT g &7 W & fw
o1 T7 [T gH FIHY ATHGE 4T T
gfugr.  F G711 gwlfad s
st & fogra &1 a7 AR
T & fogra 1 & |

ydrwgen & ar adt IefiT g
fr ag woare & fga &1 Fwmr w70
e S 1 fam 57 A [ &
Tea  mgt gwr =i, afen ag e
Tud At s—Feaamomus il
Y 2 &1 Wfgm | wA wWEEw & e
gw faquar wEnnd ofty gedwt
& gro Afmw w9 M g
FautT 0
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS
MUNSI (Calcutta South): The scope

of the Bill is very much limited and
.the purpose of this very Bill, as ex-
plainegd by the Minister, is also limi-
ted. I' agree with the proposal of
the Minister which he has explained
in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons, that is, for exlension of the
term of the Press Council and to
bring an amendment to the statute
with regard to the Nominating Com-
mittee after a proper consultation with
all shades of opinion in this House
and all political Parties belonging to
the Parliament. I agree with this
view point and I think a comprehen-
sive approach will be adopted for
furthering the process of the Nomi-
nating Committee so as to create an
atmosphere in the Press Council that
the criticism that we are facing every
day from the Opposition parties and
many other political parties would
-get due recognition and due consi-
deration.

I would like to refer to two or
three points which have been argued
by many members of the Opposition
that the Congress Party and the Gov-
ernment are utilising the press. If I
remember and if I am not misunder-
stood, I may submit to you that the
basic objective of the Congress Party
when it fought for elections in 1971
was against the monopolists of this
country as also the reactionary forces
of the country. At that time, if you
would recollect, it is these very news-
papers or at least most of the lead-
ing newspapers, you would have
noted, commented that there was no
chance for Shrimati Indira Gandhi
and her Congress Party winning the
clections, They gave due pub-
licity in all the papers and all the
publicity was for the leaders of the
grand alliance. We know the basic
reason because the newspapers were
controlled by the big business  be-
longing to big industrial units which
they have inside and outside the coun-
try and they were not in favour of
her approach and her policy, that is,
Congress and Indira Gandhi. But.
ultimatefy, when by the people we
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got elected to this Parliament, it is
not the Press which started changing
their views but it is the people who
pressurised the Press to change their
views and ultimately, they could not
avoid the situation. In a demoecracy,
the basic objeclives are controlled by
the Parliament and the political Par-
ties and the press. Press is the main
weapon and they have to reflect the
opinion of the people.

I agree with the Members of the
Opposition that in some cases due
publicity and expressed information
was not given on important matters.
Mr. Shyamnandan Mishra said that
there should be a proportionate pub-
licity between the ruling party and
the opposition. So, 1 want to make
a submission. 1 belive in democracy.
Proportionate means proportionate
according to the wishes of the people.
If the ruling party in this country
can control the State Governments
in major States including the Centre
and the opposition parties in this
House represent the united opposition
a faction of the CPM, a small faction
of the Jana Sangh and a very small
faction of the Cong(0O), according to
the proportion, I think the first pro-
portion should go to the ruling party
and then the second proportion
should go to the leading opposition.
If we give the proportion according
to the merit of the opposition, 1
think Mr. Madhu Limaye and Mr.
Shyamnandan Mishra will not have
any room in the Press, It is a credit
of the nation, Sir, that this Press still
maintaing its autonomy in all spheres
and Government is not trying to in-
terfere in that matter, Press is now,
because it is in the hands of the big

business, trying to distort the im-
pressions and expressions of Mrs.
Gandhi. I will give you three or

four important points in this connec-
tion. My hon. friend Mr. Madhu
Limaye rightly arfued ahout certain
matters. T rightly agree with him
and 1 also share his sentiments.
Whenever he speaks in Delhi it does
not reach Calcutta, Whenever he
speaks in Patna it does not go to
Lucknow. In other words the speech
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of the person is assessed on the
ground where he stands and not on
the ground where he has no base.
Accordingly his Delhi speech does not
reach Bengal and other  places. I
would like to state one other distor=-
tion which the Press made at  that
time. This was on the occasion of
Mrs. Gandhi's address to the Congress

Parliamentary  party. She spoke
about relation of working people
with the management. In the pre-

sent state of the national economy,
she soid, the working people should
conperate with the management, as
far as they can. This is what she
said to the Congress Parliamentary
Party. But the Press gave out a
distorted version saying, that working
people have no right to work, they
should leave their right to work, etc.
But the Prime Minister meant only
cooperation of the working people in
view of the state of the national eco-
nomy. But the Press barons, the
press magnates and the monopoly
press published that Mrs. Gandhi
asked workers not to have the right
to strike. It appeared in newspapers
every day.

Having said that, lei me tell you
about the second matter. It is this.
I went to Germany this time, G.D.R.,
leading the delegation of Indian youth
to the Youth Festival. We came back
with great success. I consider, Sir, it
is not only great success for the in-
terest of the party, but, for the nation.
We did wonderful cooperation there
with all the friendly nations including
the demeocratic, socialist and capitalist

countries’ youth organisations. They
also came. While returning home
there, we found. when appreciations

were coming from all parts of the
country, one leading newspaper dis-
torted the version that the youth of
India went there drunk, danced, creat-
ed all non-sense. I sent my personal
contradiction. It was not printed, be-
cause they knew it, Sir, that the day
it was published, after three days, the
delegation of the Peace Conference
was supposed to reach Moscow. They
wanted to provoke the section of the
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forces of the country. They did not
like this sort of cooperation with the-
Socialist countries., So, this motive is
always plain and this autonomy they
are enjoying. I stand for autonomy of
the Press. I stand for an independent
Press. 1 don't want press freedom to
be curtailed. But I would like to sub-
mit that the Press had no ground
whatsoever to distort the basic con-
cepts of our nation and the concept ot
communal harmony and integrity and
democracy, and the security of the
nation.

Sometime back a newspaper publish-
ed something relating to a high dig-
nitary who is now in Bangladesh. The
Press wrote some derogatory remarks.
That created certain atmosphere which
may not to helpful to certain solution
of problems between fricndly nations.
The Press Council which is an inde-
pendent authority should go into these
matters and they should control their
members in all these respects. ,

My hon. friend from DMK party
spoke about Centre-State relations. I
do not know how far he can speak
about those things in this Bill which
is limiteq in scope. My friend from
the DMK should understand one thing.
When he speaks for autonomy of the
State he should also encourage the
autonomy of the Press.

On the one hand they speak for the
autonomy of the State and on the
other, they go and attack the press,
the editor and everybody. By their
violent group, in Madras, you know,
the DMK attacked the editor of the
‘Alai Ozai', a Tamil daily. They say
that they cannot publish anything
which goes against the interests of the
DMEK. Never has it happencd in this
country so far as Congress party is
concerned. We know that every day
they bring fabricated news against our
Prime Minister. We allow it still.
You know that it is the people's will
that prevails and not the representa-
tives of the people.

One of our friends referred to the
Patriot of today. Whether the news.
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given by it is good or bad, it is for
the people of the country to know.
Whether it is Palriot or National
Herald or the Times of India or
Stutesmnan, that does not matter. The
natter depends on what are the basic
issues of the people and how they
are being projected in the newspapers.
There are some leading newspapers
which have today published news re-
garding the reception that is going to
be presented in this country to Shri
Brezhnev. But, a group of newspa-
pers have published distorted versions
about the visit of Shri Brezhney. That
has been printed. It clearly indicates
the motive of those business groups
who do not want that to be published.
At the same time they went to speak
about the democracy and the progress
made in the economy of our country.
We know that ultimately it is the
people’s will and their pressure that
will prevail and not the congress
members. They surrender ultimately
to the people’s pressure and will. But,
still, they claim that they did not
surrender to the Congress people but
they surrendered to the people.

I would like to touch wupon one
point. I won't go further into the
conditions of working journalists of
the newspapers. Today there are
many friends in this industry who will
not be able 1o do ediling but they
claim that the editing is done by them
though it may have been done by the
working journalists. They are sup-
posed to express the wishes of the peo-
ple whether they are in favour or
against the Government. It is a fact
that some times the owners of the
Press claim that they know editing
but they do not edit a single editorial.
I know that about one dozen editors
get prizes at the silver jubilee of the
presses. They simply claim to know
editing but, in fact, the owmers are
not able to write a single editorial
either in Tamil, English or in any
language. They kerp the people to
write the articles on their behalf. My
friends have told me that even if
they want to publish anything they
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are not allowed to do so because the
owners of the press feel that they may
go against their interests.

Sir, with regard to distribution of
advertisements I should say that it is
disproportionately done to all news-
papers. Nobody knows on  what
grounds that is done. There is black-
marketing with regard to newsprint.
About food adulteration we have got
a law in this country to arrest the
people under the MISA.

Nowadays, the MISA is used for the
food adulteration. But what about the
adulteration business in newsprint
that is being done by the various
newspaper groups? I do not know
what is the law in the country to
punish the people who are indulging
in this sort of thing. For example, a
press can criticise the politicians. 1
want to know if the politicians want
to criticise the press why they should
be prevented from doing it. There
must be some arrangement by which
we should also criticise the character
of the leading business group who
are behind in destroying the popular
will and popular wish of the people in
this  country. Newsprint  black-
markeling has become a biggest trade
among the editors of the newspaper
groups whether it is the Times of
India, Statesman or Patriot. They
sometimes write good articles against
black money. At the same time they
earn black money in the black-
marketing of newsprint. If there is
an article against the blackmarketing
in newspapers you stop that. The
C.B.I. cannot do it. There must be
some arrangement independently of
the agency like the Press Council or
something else to know how far uti-
lisations of the newsprints are made
independently by the presses.

With these words, 1 would like to
conclude that the House will agree
with Shri Gujral who is our Minister

 in charge of Information and Broad-

casting to bring forward this Bill ask-
ing for the extension of the time till
30th June, 1974 after consultation with
Members of Parliament of various
groups.



349

SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL (Khed):
Mr., Chairman, Sir, I thank you very
much for giving me a chance to speak.
It is late but not too late. I have been
listening to the various speeches that
have been made in the House with
rapt attention by various Members on
both sides. Some of them have, of
course, made good suggestion--I mean,
they have made very valuable points-«
while some of them have mixed the
issues, Especially, I was very much
surprised, sorry and disappointed to
hear the speeches of my hon. friends
Shri Madhu Limaya and Shri Shyam-
nandan Mishra. The issue before us
that the Government have come for-
ward before the House with this mea-
sure to replace the Ordinance pro-
mulgated last month extending the
course of the Press Council. This enisis
had developed because the nominating
committee constituted by the Act of
1970, consisting of three members
holding big posts had resigned and
expressed their desire not to continue
and not to discharge their responsi-
bility, because there was a critism in
a section of the newspapers about the
constitution and about the functioning
of the press council. So, the imme-
diate problem before the Government
is to find an alternalive machinery to
constitute @ nominating committee,
and for this, Government want to get
the advice of this House as well as of
the Members of Parliament in a com-
mittee on the press council.

Sir, the question is not so simple, but
it is very much complicated. The
constitution of a nominating committee
is not very easy, because government
and this House will not be in a posi-
tion to find better men than the three
persons, namely the Chief Juctice of
the Supreme Court and the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha and the Chairman of
the Rajva Sabha. So, the Govern-
ment will have to take the Members of
the Parliament who are in the com-
mittee into consultation and they have
also to think of an alternative machi-
nery. But I would like to tell this
House and also the Minister that this
should not be the only scope of the
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committee, namely how to constitute
the press council or how to nominate
the nominating committee, for after
the experience of the last eight years.
after the press council was formed
under the Act of 1965, we have am-
ended that act once in 1970 and we
have come forward with an amend-
ment again in 1973. So, something
must have been going wrong, or the
functioning of the press council has
not been up to the mark.

Shri Madhu Limaye had made a
mention of the fact of my member-
ship of the press council; I am a mem-
ber, and last time also I was a mem-
ber of the press council....

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE: I had not
criticised him.

MR. CHAIRMAN: But he did refer
to him.

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE: I had
merely asked why there should be
two Members from the Congress. 1
had not criticised him.

SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL: I am
also not criticising him. 1 wanted to
bring to your notice and to the notice
of the House the fact that the two
Members on the press council nomi-
nated by the Speaker of this House
are journalists of long standing. They
are not only Members of this House
but are journalists of long standing.
I for my part can say that I have
been a journalist for the last 30 years,
and I am there on the press council
and I think that it is my right to be
there on the press council.

When we talk about the functioning
of the press council or there is criti-
cism about its functioning, I have to
narrate my experiénce also as a mem-
ber of the press council and say some-
thing about ils functioning, without at
the same time criticising it or casting
any aspersion on it.

When we sit there in the press
council as Members, we do think and
fee]l that the functioning of the press
council is not that much satisfactory
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as was envisaged by the press com-
mission which recommended the cons-
titution of the press council.

The object of constituting the Press
Council was to preserve the freedom
of the press and maintain and improve
the standard of journalism in the
country. When we sit in the Council
as members with the Chairman and
when the question of preserving the
freedom of the press comes, we do
feel we are not in a position to dis-
charge that function. There is no
danger from Government to freedom
of the press. That I can say. But
there is encroachment and curb on,
and danger, to freedom of press from
the big monopoly houses. These big
monopoly houses under the garb of
the freedom of the press have been
trying to strangle newspapers which
belong to such institutions which are
for establishing a social order in this
country to which we are committted.
Large parts of this couniry are cov-
ered by the small and medium news-
papers and the big papers are catering
only to the metropolitan cities. These
big newspapers with their restrictive
trade practices, with their man, money
and material try to strangle the small
and medium newspapers. The cons-
titution of the Press Council is such
that the members thereof are nomi-
nated or selected either from the
IENS, the Indian Language News-
paper; Association, the AINEC, the
Indian Working Journalists' Federa-
tion and other bodies. What we see
ang whet we feel is that the people
coming from  wvarious institutions re-
present the big houses either in the
capacity of managers or proprietors or
editors or working journalists who are
not editors. When the question comes
of of trying to restrict or curb these
resirictive {rade practices indulged in
by the big newspapers, they are in a
majority. I would like to tell this and
to the Minisier in this connzctinn that
the Constitution of the Press Council
should be reconsidered.
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Shri Shastri referred to the Work-
ing Journalists’ Federation and the
service conditions of journalislts also.
With due respect to the Federation--I
am also an office-bearer of that orga-
nisation--when the representatives of
the Federation sit on the Council as
equal members, responsible members,
with their managers, proprietors and
editors, they are not in a position to
express themselves freely. What is
the use of having these members in a
majority there, in the light of this
situation? My friend, Shri Chandu-
lal Chandrakar, suggested a reconsi-
deration of the representation in the
nght of this consideration. The majo-
rity of the press in this country is of
the language press which represents
the medium and small newspapers.
They should be given more represen-
tation than the big metropolitan En-
glish newspapers commanded by the
big business houses.

Crying about the freedom of the
press, these big newspapers have
been utilising their power, through
money, not only to suppress the small
newspapers but put hindrances in the
way of the implementation of gov-
ernment policy. T

Last year, when Government and
the press industry had visualised the
newsprint shortage that was going to
overtake us, and advised that there
should be page restriction in news-

papers, that no newspaper should
have more than 10 pages, these big
monopoly houses owning the big

newspapers went to court, the Supre-
me Court, to get that order quashed.
After that, they utilised the imported
newsprint for printing advertisements.
In these newspapers. 70--75 per cent
of the space is occupied by advertise-
ments and only 30 per cent is devoted
giving news.

SHRT VAYALAR RAVI: Not in the
Malayalam press.

SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL: These
big papers want protection in the
name of freedom of press. Where is
freedom of press? The newspaper
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reader who pays through the nose 20
and 25 paisa for a newspaper sees
advertisements only in most of the
space and not news. Government is
heupiess; 1t cannot do anything. Even
the Press Council cannot do -anything.
What to speak of manienance and
improvement of the standard of jour-
natism? I do not think that the
Press Council, as at present constitut-
c¢d, is in a position to maintain the
standards and improve the standards
of journa'ism. Mr. Madhu Limaye
said that there had been an injustice
in respect of some newspapers and
that the Press Council on its own did
not take any notice. I would like to
tell him that according to the Act,
according ilo the constitution of the
Press Council, cither a newspaper it-
self has to bring to the notice of the
Press Council its complaint against a
State Government or a citizen or a
reader has to make a complaint to the
Press Council against a newspaper.
and wherever we have received com-
plaints either about a newspaper or o
State Government, we took steps, but
I have to say again that the Govern-
ment, thouph they have tried to arm
the Press Council with powers, huve
armed it only with insufficient powers.
For instance, the Press Council has
no satisfactory powers at all by which
it can pull up a newspaper or a State
Government and punish them. The
case of the Tribune and Gomantak was
cited. They could ask the Tribune
people to come in evidence, but when
they were found guilty, they could
not punish them. What is the use?
The State Government sometimes are
playing mischief and they go against
some newspapers, but the Press Coun-
cil is therc only as spectator. So, if
you want to reconstitute the Press
Council and renominate the Nominat-
ing Committee, you will have to take
all these things into consideration.

The last point I would like to make
is this. There also the hon. Minister
will agree with me that the Press
Council of India was constituted not
exactly on the lines of the British
Press Counecil. The idea was taken
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from the British Press Council but
the basic ditterence between our
Press Council and the British Press
Council is this: the Press Council of
India has come into existence by an
Act of Puarliament, and it has to sub-
mit its report to Parliament. The
British Press Council is not constituted
by an Act of Parliament. But still,
the functioning or the working of the
British Press Council has proved to be
very beneficial to the press industry
and to journalism. 1 think too much
Gowernmental power, too much of
Government act or interference hin-
ders the smooth working of the Press
Council; there is some hindrance cau-
sod that way. In view of all this, the
hon. Minister should take into consi-
deration all these aspects.

Mr. Shastri referred to the journa-
lists. But I have said that this Press
Cuounecil has nothing to do with the
vervice conditions of the journalists--
their pay or their holidays. The only
nited nurpose of the Press Council
i~ to preserve the freedom of the press
and to maintain and improve the stan-
riards of journalism.

With these words, 1 conclude and
thank you, Sir.

SHR1 P. G. MAVALANKAR
(Ahmedabad): Sir, the Minister of
Information and Broadcasting, while
moving for consideration of the Bill,
said at the outset that this is a very
simnle Bill, and therefore it does not
need much dis:ussion. But ag the de-
bate has developed, my good friend the
Minister who, I hope at a later stage
at least will be able to listen to what
I am saying, will agree that although
he wanted this Bill tn be described as
a simple Bill, it is not that simple. A
number of important and =erious im-
plications covering the subject of free-
dom of speech and freedom of expres-
sion in our developing democracy are
involved, and T am, therefore, happy
that the debate has developed on the
lines it has.

Now, the Minister has also said at
‘the outset that the Government have
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come before Parliament with thic
amending Bill because the nomination:
made by the Nominating Committee
consisting of the three dignitaries,
pamely, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, the Chairman of the
Council of States and the Speaker oi
the Lok Sabha, have been criticised by
a section of newspapers. He used the
words “unfortunately there was some
criticismm about this.” I do not know
whether he meant criticism about the
Nominating Committee members o
criticism about their action.

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL: Both

SHRI P. &, MAVALANKAR: As Luwr
as the criticism of the three very dis-
tinguished persons iz concerned, 1
agree with the Minister, because 1
also am with him that we do not want
these three high offices to be brought
into political controversy and public
Jebate, because these threc gentlemen
are concerned 'with special type of
functions and responsibilities and it
should not he proper that one can
intrude 4into their special responsi-
bilitiez. Their high offices are criticis-
ed because of what they do, not su
much as part of their normal func-

tioning as the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha or the Speaker of the

Lok Sabha. but as members of the
Nominating Committee,

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can continue
the next day. We now take up the
half-an-hour discussion.

17.3¢ hrs.
HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

FOREIGN EXPERTS WORKING IN TIE
CocurN DrvisioNn or F.A.C.T.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Chiray-
inkil): T am taking the floor of
this august House to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister of Petroleum and
Chemicals to the deteriorating state
of affaite in the Cochin Division of
FACT. even with the presence of
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25 foreign technicians in that institu-
tion. I hope you will permit me to
quote Mr. D. K. Borooah, the Minister
of Petroleum and Chemicals who said
about the Cochin plant “a scandal of
the first magnitude”. He added: “the
leadership of F.A.C.T. has not proved
equal to the task™.

I believe that Mr. Shahnawaz
Khan, the present incumbent, will
not try to repudiate what has been
said by his Minister in his frantic
search to defend the petty, tiny cor-
rupt and immoral management of
F.A.CT. What is actually happening?
Here is an answer given to my ques-
tion when 1 asked whether foreign
technicians were working. Certain
facts are not given completely. Up
to 1973-74 they say that they spent
Hs. 1.85 crores on foreign technicians
and for 1972-73 wlone the expendi
ture given is about Rs. 53 lakhs. It
is only half the amount, because the
rest of the money was paid by the
Fertiliser Corporation of India. But
the Fertiliser Corporation of India is
pgetting  the money from F.A.CT.
Technically what they say may be
correct, but the fact remains that the

amount is double of what we have
been told.
The question arises: Why it has

been necessitated, why these techni-
cians remain in India for the last 22
months. You can calculate how much
money is spent on them at the rate of
Rs. 7.5 lakhs per month, for the last
22 months, in foreign exchange. This
plant was started in 1964-65 and com-
pleted in June, 1871. The total ex-
penditure was about Rs. 62 crores. It
is a big project and 4t produces
Ammonia and essential fertiliser
commodity. Even today the Econo-
mic Times Report says that Kerala is
suffering heavily in its agricultural
production due to lack of supply ef
fertilisers from F.A.C.T. Now, Sir, in
the construction of this plant two
agencies joined and collaborated. One
is FED.O. and the other is F.CI:
Feddo got collaboration from the
power Gas of the United Kingdom



