“55. Marwers under

[Shri D. P. Yadav]. _
Shri Madhu Limaye. 1 regret that Shri
Limaye's statement, to say the least, is
not at all correct. I take this opportunity.
‘to deny the veracity of his allegations.

MATTERS UNDER RULE 377—Contd.

SHRI P. G, MAVALANKAR (Ahmeda-
‘bad): Under rule 377, I wish to invite
the attention of this House, and particu-
larly of the hon, Railway Ministry, to the
very grave and serious difficulties experi-
.enced by the small industrial units pro-
ducing salt at Kharagoda. The matter is
very serious., This situation has been
prought about by the very short wagon
supply for salt this year to Kharagoda as
<compared to last year and the year before.
Unless the wagon supply improves and
clearance takes place, there will be great
hardship caused to producers working
both in the private sector as well as in
the co-operative sector,

The monsoon js fast approaching and it
is feared that if wagon supply is not im-
proved, sizeable stocks of salt are likely
to be washed away causing considerable
loss and inconvenience to the industry and
the people.

If 1 may give some figures, between
January and April, 1971 as many as 5.282
wagons were supplied to this area. Last
year the number of wagons supplied was
4.113, This year, between January and
April, at Kharagoda only 2,144 wagons
were supplied. Therefore, there has been
a shortfall in the supply of wagons to the
extent of 1,969. The point is that if ade-
guate wagons are not supplied within a
week, all the salt will be washed away, 4
lakh tonnes of salt will be washed away
and damage to the extent of Rs. 30 lakhs
or more will be caused,

My last point. This area is the Little

Rann of Kutch in the border area. As
many as 150,000 people are working
there. This is a drought-affected area.

Yesterday the Finance Minister was say-
ing that drought-affected areas weére given
more opportunities, whereas here the people
have come out of employment. 1 want
the Railway Minister, therefore, to see to
it .that wagons are supplied immediately
so that the workers do not suffer and the
drought-affected areas are not put to fur-
ther hardship. :
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The Gujarat Government has also -been
informed of this matter. Since the Gov-
ernment of Gujarat and the Gyvernment
of India are of one and the same party,
why is it that the State Government's in-
sistence has not been accepted by the
Government of India in the Ministry of
Railways and uction taken to improve
situation.
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“PATNA., May 15 Frenzied mobs

clinched at least 11 persons and burnt
alive three others, including two “awad-



