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away some arms and ammunition bes-
ides the belongings of the ambushed
personnel.

(c) Security measures have bcen
tightened. Combing Opcratiors in the
area have been taken up ard strict
vigil is being maintained.

*‘Air Pollution Due to Lead”
’ Coe ey
*18. SHR1 P. MANIK REDDY :
Will the Prime Minister bc pleased to
state

(a) whether Governmcrt arc aware
that addition of lead is tne main cause
of air pollution; and

(b) whethcr Covernmen' propose to
follow USA example and stop usc of
lead and swit~h over to power alcohol ?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHR}
RAJIV GANDHID) : (a) Yes, Sir.
Addition of lead tn petrol beyond a
certain limit is one of the causes of
air pollution.

(b) Np, Sir. Switching over to
power alcohol is not under consideri-
tion in the near future.

Air Services between Delhi and Raipur

*¥19., KUMARI PUSHPA DEVI:
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION ‘be pleased to
state :

(a) whether Government have a
proposal to provide better air services
between Delhi and other places ; and

(b} if so, the details of the air
services provided at present and pro-
posed to be provided in near future
beiween Delhi and Raipur in Madhya
Pradesh ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK
GEHLOT) ; (a) It is the constant end-
eavour of the Airline to improve its
services through measures which in.
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clude, inter-alia, intraduction of new
services, augmentation of capacity on
existiag routes, introduction of bettet
aircraft and provision of mor: efficienr
ground and inflight services.

(b) Raipur is linked with Bhopal by
a daily Avro flight which operates on
the route Rhopal/Jabalpur/Raipur and
back. A daily Boeing 737 service on
the route  Delhi/Gwalior/Bhopal/-
Indore/Bombay provides a very con-
venient connection for passengers des-
tined to Delhi/Raipur. [n addition,
Indian Airlines is operating a twice
wcekly Boeing 737 service on theroute
Delhi/VaranasifRaipur and back. The
present capacity to and from Raipur
adequately meets the trafic demand
and it is not proposcd to cffect any
changes in the services for the present.

Plain and Facilities to Attract Tourists
from Forcign Countries to Ashoka
group of Hotels

*20, SHRI ANANTA PRASAD
SETHI : Will the Minmster of TOU-
RISM AND CIVIL AVITATION be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have pro-
posed a new plan alongwith some faci-
lities recently to attract more tourists
from foreign countries to stay in the
Ashoka Group of hotels of ITDC ; and

(b) if so, the details in this regard,
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK
GEHLOT) : (a) and (b). Witha view
attracting more tourists from , foreign
countries to stay in the Ashok Group of
hotels, ITDC has recently entered into
a Marketing and Reservation agreement
with other Hotel Representatives
(OHR) of Hong Kong. This agreement
provides ITDC the benefit of market-
ing and reservation facilities with the
help of 15 offices of OHO.R.
located in 11 countries. Under this
aprecment, OHR, which also repre.
sents major hotel chains world-wide,
will make sales calls on bechalf of
ITDC and provide the reservation in-
frastructure to bring business to ITDC
hotels. '
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ITDC has also introduced the follo-
wing schemes 1o attract foreign tourists
to its hotels :

(i) Ashok Young Explorers Travel
Plan

Under this scheme foreign
students/youths are being off-
ered a package to come to
[ndia during the Internatio-
nal Year of Youth (1985) at
US $ 10 per day per head
which will include accommo-
dation and breakfast. The
package is opcn to groups of
15 persons and above, with
the tour leadcr and his spousc
being given complimentary
facility. The offer 1s open
subject to a group maintain-
ing its minimum sizc.

(ii) Stop-Over Packages in India

Under the scheme ITDC pre-
vides accommodation to all
stop-over passengers travell-
ing from the Far-East to
Europe and vice versa,through
Delhi and Calcutta, at US $
19 per pertson per day. The
nackage includes accommoda-
tion on twin-sharing basis, gro-
und trunsfers and also a half-
day’s sight-sceing.

(i) Imwernational Marketing Effor:

ITDC has also intensified its
international marketing cffort

_ by active participation in
wotld travel trade forums,
such as INTERNATIONAL
TOURISM BORSCHE (Ber-
lin), FIRARE INTERNA.
TIONAL DE TOURISMO
(Madrid), PACIFIC AREA
TRAVEL ASSOCIATION,
clc.

(vi) Food-Cum-Cultural Festivals

o In order to project India as
a tourist destination, ITDC
have also organiscd several
Food-cum-Cultural festivals
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abroad. These festivals were
held at Rome, Berlin,- Mau-
ritius. Athens, Kuala-Lum-
pur, Dubai and Abu Dhabij
during the last year.

Explosion in Mahatma Gandhi Hydro-
Electric Statjon at Jog

*24, SHRI B. V. DESAT : Will the
Minister of IRRIGATION AND
POWER be picased to state :

(a) whether the 15 mw transformer
at the Mahatma Gandhi Hydro-electric
station at Jog caught fire and exploded
on 19.2.198> disrupting power supply
from that station ;

(b) if so, whether a team of experts
from Karnataka Electricity Board rush-
ed 1o the spot to investigate the cause
of the accident;

(¢) whether a number of hydro-
clectric stations have been damaged
duc to sabotage ;

(d)} whether Central investigation
has been ordered into all such fires
that had occurred in the hydro-electric
and thermal power station in the
country ;

(c) if so, the out come thereof ;
and

(f) remedial mcasures being taken
to check such sabotage in the thermal
and hydro-electric power station ?

THE MINISTER OF 1RRIGATION
AND POWER (SHRI B, SHANKAR-
ANAND) : (a) and (b). There was a
fire at Mahatma Gandhi Power Station
at Jog on 19.2.1985, but there was
no explosion, A team of experts from
Karnataka Electricity Board is investi-
gating the cause of the fire, bu! sabo-
tage is not suspected.



