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Production of films and audio-visuals.
Organisation of co-development camps

. focusing on environmental activities and
themes.

Setting up of National Museum of

Natural History (New Delhi) and
Centre for Environmental Education
(Ahmedabad).

Maintenance of Kanchanjonga
National Park in Sikkim

*337. SHRIMATI D. K. BHANDARI :
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state :

(a) whether Government are aware that
the Kanchanjunga National Park in Sikkim
is the highest altitude located National
Park in the world; and

(b) if so, the measures Union Govern-
ment have taken to help maintain the Park
so as to protect and preserve the flora and
fauna there and also to attract tourists ?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI!
RAJIV GANDHI) : (a) The national park
encompassing the highest altitude in the
world is the Sagarmatha National Park in
Nepal, which includes Mount Everest.

(b) Management of the National Park
is the responsibility of the State Government.
The Central Government have heen provid-
ing financial assistance since 1977-78 to the
State Government of Sikkim, for the deve-
lopment of the Kanchanjunga National
Park. During the Sixth Plan period an
amount of Rs. 11.37 lakhs was provided
for this purpose. As the park is situated in
a restricted area, it is not considered feasi-
ble to attract tourists.

U. S. Policy on Military Aid

*338. SHRI B. V. DESAI :
SHR1 KAMAL NATH :

Will the Minister of
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

EXTERNAL

(a) whether there is a shift in U. S.
policy on military aid to Pakistan and other
countries;
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(b} if so, the reaction of Government to
this change; and

(c) whether this is expected to further
improve the relations between the two
countries ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN): (a)
There is no shift in U. S. policy on military
aid to Pakistan. We have noted that the
latest Foreign Aid Authorisation Bill has
recommended some changes in respect to
certain countries.

(b) and (c). The Government of India
has expressed its concern over the supply of
sophisticated arms to Pakistan on many
occasions and at all levels. This supply, we
have pointed out to the US Government,
leads to diversion of scarce resources from
development to defence and leads to an
arms race in the Sub-continent. An under-
standing by U. S. A. of India’s concern
ever arms supply to the region will have a
positive impact on Indo-US relations.

Development of Forest in Tribal
Areas

*340. SHRI AMARSINH RATHWA :
SHRI CHITTA MAHATA :

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state :

(a) whether Government propose to set
up an advisory panel for the development
of forests in the country and particularly in
tribal areas; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the time
by which it will be ecstablished and start
functioning ?

THE PRIME MINISTER
RAJIV GANDHI) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(SHRI

(b) The matter is under consideration of
the Government.

Electronics Component Development
Fund

*343 SHRI BHOLA NATH SEN : Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:



