
L O K  S A B H A  D E B A T E S

LOK SABHA

Tueuiay^ Stofch 24 ,  19871 
Chalira 3.  1 9 0 9  iSnka)

The Lok Sabha met at  
Eleven o f  the CUxk^

fMR. DEPUTY S P E \K A R  a  the Chair] 

{EngUsh]

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr. Rama- 
ch^ndra Reddy . —

P R O r .  MADHU DANDAVATE 
(Rai^irur) : Sir. many happy rciums of ihc 
day,

MR. nnPU TY 'SPEA K ER  : Thank
you. Sir. 1 the »atnc for you al»o.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

I of Nnn-Comnicrciiil FueU in 
Rnml Arras

*365 SHRl K, RAMACHANDRA 
REDDY : Will the Minister of ENERGY 
be picaftcd lo :

(*) (he perccnuge of energy consislinp 
of non-commercial fuel* like fire*wood, 
cowdung and faini watte, conkomcd by 
rural popuUtion;

(b) whether continued u»c of ihctc 
non-commercial sources of energy in rural 
arcaft hat resulted in large scale environ* 
mental dc«truction: und

(c) if to. the iicp» i»kcn to impr<ve 
the tiiuaiioo 7

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRl 
V AS ANT SATHE) (a) to (c). A t u i e -  
ment is given below.

S t a l e m c D t

(a> Various &tudiet conducted for 
differ eni sect o n  viz. domestic, agriculture 
etc. indicate thmt generally, in the rural 
areat,  the share of non-commercial energy 
consumed iS more than 80% «

(bi Environmental destruction is caused 
by a variety of factors most of which arc 
not related to fuel. However, traditional 
methods of use of fuel arc also cc'Dtribu- 
ting to envifontnetal degradation.

(c) Siep& taken in this regards include 
inter>alia development and extension o f  
newer methods and tecbnologies for 
using local renewable sources, such as fiiel 
cfTicient smokeless chulhas, biogas plants, 
energy plantations* solar thermal and 
photovoltaic devices, wind power and 
gasificrs etc.

SHRl K. RAMACHANDRA REDDY': 
W'hile answermg part (a) of my question, 
the bon. Minister has admitted that non­
commercial cnerg>' consumed in villages is 
more than SO per ccnt and that is one of 
the reasons-using firewood as fuel for the 
deterioration of the environment. The 
environmental deterioration has to be 
stopped at any cost in villages because 
people are using non-commercial energy ; 
they are using firewood as fuel for cookiiig, 
they depend on forests and forests are 
being destroyed. In order to solve this 
problem of  deterioration of environment, 
will Government come forward and allot 
sufficient funds for startiiig^'T^ community 
bio-gas plants in villages ? 1 want to  know 
what is the amount that has been allotted 
for this purpose in this year.

SHRl VASANT SATHE ; 
policy that particvli rly in

I t  la our 
rural areai
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we should have raoie and more use 
of non- conventional sources of onergy 
such as bto-gas, bio-mass, solar, wind and 
even mini hydels. In fact, ull forms of 
these natural sources of energy should be 
used so that we can supplement the need 
of fuel. In rural areas, as the hon. 
Members know, as far as domestic need, 
is concerned, it is energy in the form cf 
fuel that they need: and as far as agricul­
ture is concerned, it is energy in the form 
of irrigation that they need. These are ihe 
two major basic needs. As far as depreda­
tion of forefts, etc , is concerncd. there is
•  misunderstanding. All Members who 
come from rural areas know thai the 
major cause of dcforestatian has not been 
the need of fuel that is collected by the 
farmers and *heir children ; they collect 
mostly the twigs and cow-dung is also 
used. The main cause of deforestation 
actually has been the urban needs ; from 
forests, big trees like saU teak ,  etc., arc 
cut for urban needs. This is the mam 
cause. Therefore, firstly, we are trying to 
ensure that bio*gas plants and bio^mass 
plants are set up which will meet the fuel 
needs, so that even those twigs, etc. are 
not required to be used. We hive provided 
enough;I  do not have the figure ready 
with me. The hon. Member has asked me 
how much we have provided for bio-gas 
programme. X will supply. We are giving 
adequate emphasis on that.

SHRl E- AYYAPU REDDY : U
(here any enhancement in the allotment ?

SHF I VASANT S.ATHE : Yes, there
ii need for enhancement.

SHRl K RAMACHANDRA REDDY : 
In our country there arc places with high- 
velocity winds, and high-velociiy winds can 
be used for generating wind-power so that 
dependence on other types o f  energy is 
reduced. Will the Government come 
forward to make use of high velocity 
winds in places like Ananiapur and coastal 
Andhra for generating wind'power, so 
that this power can be utilised and if they 
have, what ii the amount allotted this 
year and is there any increase over that 
which was allotted last year for this 
purpose 7

SHRl VASANT SATHE : At  far as 
wind energy is concerced we have already

set-up all around the country wherever 
sufficient wind velocity is available wind 
farms Even on the Andhra coast there ta 
this possibiii.y and we are trying to utilise. 
As it is at Tuticorn we have already set-up 
and we will utilise this power as well.

DR. G. S. RAJHANS : A lot is being 
said about non*convcntional sources of 
energy like btogas arnl biomass. I am 
afraid whether \ per cent of the villagers 
uruierstind this, will the hon. Minister let 
us know >A>hat he proposes to do to 
cducaic the people regarding these non- 
con'cntional sources of energy ?

SHRl VASANT SATHE : Adually it
is unfair to the people in the villages to 
say that they do not know what these 
biogas plants and non*convcntional sources 
of energy arc.

f»ROF. MADHU DANDAVATE . 
They do not know the English names only.

ilfftfrruptionM)

SHRl VASANT SATHE : The
‘sudharak* chullahs and gobar gas plant* 
are to  papular that ever>'one knows the 
use and advantage of it. [trttfrryptUmt)

Let the facts spesk for themselves. In 
1981-82 from 1.26 lakh families using 
bioftas plants today it has gone lo 7.96 
lakhs. Could this have happened if the 
rural areas has not taken it up ? It is 
many time more. Unless this was popular 
It woukJ not increase two-fold.

Now the question is only of resources.
I have often said if you provide Rs. 100 
crores for the entire national programme 
of noi>-conventional sources of energy and 
that IS deducted what miracles cun be 
there.

{Translation]

SHRl K. D. SULTANPURI : Mr-
Deputy Speaker, Sir, bio-gas and other 
non*convenlional fuels cannot bccomc 
successful in the hill areas which remain 
snow bound. For these areas wood or some 
Other fuel ‘nas to be made available because 
they remain snow bound the year round-
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I t  the Oovcrnrocnt considering to make 
other lourccft available for them »o that 
there u  no need to fell tree* and they arc 
able to make uftc of bio-gss or some 
other aUernaiive Kturce of energy?

remaining part of bagasse can be used for 
paper*! am not aware of this technology 
and whether it has been perfected. 1 will 
try to get ihe mform;ition and past U on 
to the hon. Member.

SHRI V A S \ N f  S A F H E : In such
areas, totar energy has b:en found to be 
useful and we arc installing solar panels on 
a large scale so that we could meet their 
energy rcquirtmentt.  

f

SHRI V. SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO : Sir, ihc Mintstcr has rightly said 
tb i t  a substantial part o f  this forest 
material goes to the industry and in 
particular the p^ipcc industry. My mfor* 
mation is ihat bagafie from sug^ar factories 
can be utilised as a feed stock for produc- 
ing b'ogas which can be used for boiler 
purposes in the tug:tr factories while ai the 
same time the fibre that will be le't over
can be used for paper piaots. I would
like to know whether research has been
done in this regard ? U so. to u h a t  stage
• hat reiicarch has given the results ? If not» 
lei the G o\e inm em  take in on a big 
scale so that it will saxe our forests to 
some extent.

SHRI V A S X S r SXTHE : it is known 
that btogas can be produced from bagasse 
and there are many plants bv>ih in the 
cooperative and other sectors where they 
itrc using bagaas for producing energy not 
unty for their own requuement bui also if 
surplus energy is (here they are putiitig it 
ID the grid 1 am not sure: 1 do not have 
the facts ; 1 \hill titHl out from our Industry 
Ministry whether the remaining portion 
of bagasse can be used for paper and 
whether enough research has been done 
for that purpose.

SHRI V. SOBHANAORESWARA 
RAO ; The Minister has not rightly 
underttood the question^ Bagaste is now 
used in the boilers. If it is uacd for bio-gas 
generation, the bio*gas can be u&ed for 
boilers and the fibres can be used for pro­
ducing paper.

SHRI VASANT SATHE : Whethei
after uting it for bio^gat generatioD, the

SHRIMATI BASAVARAJESWARI : 
Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
the total amount of  consumption of energy 
in the urban areas and the total a m ju t  
of consumption of energy in the vitlag^;s 7 
What steps do the Government propofte 
to take to  see (hat energy is supplied to 
the rural at  well as the urban areas pro- 
poriiooately ?

SHRI VACANT SATHE : I had  slated 
once in the House that today of the 
energy produced, eighty per cent it used 
in the urban areas and only twenty pet 
cent IS ustd in the rural areas. Today in 
the rural areas power is requirt?4 mainly 
for irrigation purposes. The basic energy 
requirement in the urban areas or semi- 
urban areas is for industries. Nearly fifty- 
six per cent of the total power io the 
country is used by industry. Thai ts why 
wherever there are industries, power goes 
there. Tomorrow if we industrialise our 
rural areas, naturally more power will go 
to that Side. Eighty per cent of power is 
generated by the Slate Electricity Boards 
and the entire distribution is done by 
them. W'e can only help them. But as for 
as the ugricultural needs are concerned, 
it is the policy of the Government 
to supply as much power as we can to 
the rural arcaa. Various State Governments 
including Andhra Pradesh. Tamil Nsdu 
and West Bengal are also pursuing the 
s^ime policy. If they are not, there is some 
failure somewhere.

Tidal Power Project in Golf of Kutchb

♦366. SHRI RANJIT SIN G H  GAEK- 
WAl> : Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased lo state :

(a) whether field investigation and
data collection for setting up a tidal power 
project in Gulf of Kutchh hat  been
completed ;

(b) whether electrical engiDeeriog
studies for -the techno-economic featibility


