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(b) Assistance to the institutions in
Kerala was given under various schemes in
accordance with the approved pattern.
Criteria for assistance differ from scheme
to scheme. Generally the needs of the
institution concerned and its stage of
development are taken into consideration.

(c) Information in respect of aid actually
utilised is not readily available. The second
and subsequent instalments of the grants
are generally released on the basis of progress
of work and expenditure. On the comple-
tion of the project, the institutions are
required to furnish the utilization certificates
by the Chartered Accountant/Government
Auditor certifying that the grant has been
utilised for the purpose for which it was
sanctioned and was spentin accordance with
the terms and conditions of the sanction. In
case of grants for building programmes,
completion certificate is also obtained.

Janata Air Service between Calcutta and
Agartala

2999. SHRI NAMBIAR :
SHRI P. RAMAMURTI :
SHRI P. GOPALAN :
SHRI MOHAMMAD ISMAIL :

Will the Minister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a great rush of passen-
gers to get accommodation in Janata Air
service run once a day between Calcutta and
Agartala;

(b) if s0, whether Janata Air Service could
be run at least twice a day on this route;
and

(c) whether, as an alternative, adequate
subsidy could be provided to bring down
the rate of fare for all other services cn this
route ?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (DR. KARAN
SINGH) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Mo, Sir, because the Janata Service is
being operated by Dakotas which are in the
process of being phased out.

(c) Ne, Sir. The fares for services in the
Assam arcas arc already less than the fares
for services operated in other parts of the
country.

DECEMBER 5, 1969

Expert Committee on 192
Erosion by Ganga (CA)
Setting up of a Road Transport Corporation

in Tripura

3000. SHRI UMANATH :

SHRI P. GOPALAN :
SHRI BHAGABAN DAS :
SHRI MOHAMMAD ISMAIL :

SHRI KIRIT BIKRAM DEB
BURMAN :

Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether any money has been sanc-
tioned for setting up ofa Road Transport
Corporation in Tripura;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if implementation of this scheme has
been delayed, the reasons thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS; AND IN THE MINISTRY OF
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI
IQBAL SINGH) : (a) to(c). An outlay of
Rs. 60 lakhs was accepted for road transport
schemes in the public sector in Tripura
during the Fourth Plan period and of Rs. 20
lakhs during 1969-70, on an ad hoc basis,
pending preparation of a detailed scheme.
Subsequently, the outlay for 1969-70 was
reduced to Rs. 10 lakhs by the Planning
Commission,

A detailed scheme for the setting up of a
Road Transport Corporation in Tripura
in the Fourth Five Year Plan pcriod,
envisaging an outlay of Rs. 130 lakhs, has
been received from the Government of
Tripura recently. The schcme is under
consideration, in consultation with the Plan-
ning Commission and Ministry of Finance.

12 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

DEMAND FOR AN EXPERT COMMITTEE TO

STUDY THE SITUATION ARISING OUT OF ERO-
SION BY GANGA
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THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO) : Due
to meandering of river Ganga, elosion
occurs on one side, while shoaling occurs
on the other side from time to time. In
recept years, erosion in the upstream and
downstream reaches of Mokameh bridge
has become more pronounced. Also ero-
sion has been taking place lower down at
Rahimpur and Mansi on the left bank of
the Ganga. This year due to sustained
and heavy floods in the Ganga, erosion has
assumed serious proportion in some places.

In the Barkaya area in a reach of 30 km.
on the right side of the Ganga downstream
of Mokameh Bridge, eight villages located
in the Khadire areathat is riverine area
including Jatepur, Kishanpur, Diotola,
Pathua and Sherpur have been affected.
The extent of erosion during this year is
about 250 hectares.  For the rehabilitation
of the population affected by erosion a
Special Cell has been created in the State
Revenue Department under the charge of
a Special Officer. The State Government
have also decided to bear the entire cost of
acquisition of land to help rehabilitation of
the erosion affected people.

Al Mansi the main railway line connecting
Assam and the National Highway No. 31
have been under threat and danger of erosion
from the year 1962. As a result of detailed
discussions by a special technical committee,
protective measures have been undeitaken
at Mansi. These consisted of twelve spurs
atacost of Rs. 41 lakhs. Since thena
further amount of Rs. 34 lakhs has been
spent in  maintaining them. As stated
above, this year there has been severe
attack on some of the spurs. During the
floods of 1969, the spurs protecting the
Mational Highway No. 31 and the Railways,
and the arca behind, withstood the floods
without much damage due to the constant
attention paid by the Railways but serious
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embayment occurred between some of the
spurs. After inspecting the site on 15th
Szptember, 1969, I suggested that imme-
diate remedial measures to protect the Mansi
area should be investigated. An expert
committee of engineers  visited the site
on 25-11-69 and discussed the further
measures that were to be taken for preventing
further movement of the river endangering
the National Highway and the Railway
Line. These will be discussed shortly to
settle the additional measures that are to
be taken for holding the river at the present
course at Mansi.

Severe erosion is also noticed near
Rahimpur five miles upstream of the Mansi,
where it has taken place in a width of 3 to
15 meters in a length of 350 meters. Part of
Rahimpur village and adjoining aress have
been affected.

The expert committee of engineers of
Ganga River Commission are being asked
to inspect, study and report on the erosion
problems of Mokameh, Barhaya and
Rahimpur areas.
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In recent years erosion in the upstream

and downstream reaches of Mokameh
bridge has become more pronounced.
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At Mansi the main railway linc connecting
Assam and the National Highway No. 31
have been under threat and danger of erosion
from 1962,
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A cell has been created.
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The State Government have also decided
to bear the entire cost.
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The expert committee of engineers of
Ganga River Commission are being
asked to inspect, study and report on the

erosion problems of Mokameh, Barhaya _
and Rahimpur areas.
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DR. K. L. RAO : Sir, it is true that the
construction of the Mokameh bridge has
some effect. But that effect is always
confined to a local area, to a distance of
about 20 miles. The erosion at Manasi
is entirely due to the meandering of
the river. For example, the River Ganga
at Manasi today is where it was in 1900.
The river was exactly where it is today.
Then it went down to the south, to nearly a
distance of 4 miles. Then it was swinging
back to the north and now it is where it was
in 1900. While there is some effect, one
cannot say that no effect has been there;
any kind of structure does have an effect
on the stability of the river or the direction
of the flow. Therefore, while the Mokameh
bridge has got some effect the meandering
of the river and the suffering of the people
due to erosion is not due to railways cn-
tirely.

Then, with regard to the other question, 1
have submitted already a statement while
answering. So far as Manasi 15 concerned it
is a very important and critical area, the
width of the land is very little between the
Bagmati-Kosi system and the Ganga and
we don't want Ganga to go into Bagmati and
it is for that reason that we are taking special
steps. A committee has gone into the
mattel. We will take remedial measures.

With regard to the other reaches of
Ganga there is a Commission that will look
into it. It consists of the Chief Engineer
of UP, the Chiefl Engineer of Bihar and the
Flood Control Chief Engineer and the
Director of Poona Research Station and
some experts. They will shortly go into
these things and see whether it is possible
to protect the other areas which have been
mentioned.

SHRI TENNETI VISWANATHAM
(Visakhapatnam) : The hon. Minister
has been pleased to say that the damage
was only partly due to the railway bridge.
He also said that the meandering of the
Ganges began somewhere in 1930. I want
to know when this Mokamchk bridge was
built and whether the enginecrs in charge
of the construction of the bridge at that
time had any knowledge of the variation
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and the instability of the river before they
finally accepted the present design and site.
It is said that the river is about 15,000 feet
broad there but the bridge is only 6,000
feet long, and, therefore, it has given rise
to the swelling of the river and the rushing
of waters, and that is greatly responsibl* for
the flooding of the area. So, will there
be some coordination between the Food
Department and the Railway Department
when they try to construct bridges over
rivers, particularly when they know that the
course of the river has been shifting from
time to time?

DR. K. L. RAO : The bridge was cons-
tructed from 1956 to 1959. As [ have sub-
mitted already, a bridge or any structure,
whether it be barrage or anything else on a
river is bound to have some effect on the
course of the river and the direction of the
flow. There was coordination with the
railways when the rail bridge was construc-
ted. All the people concerned were
consulted and they fixed up the direction and
the dimensions of the bridge. But we must
be prepared for this kind of meandering of
the river. We have erosion not only at the
Mokameh bridge site, but I happen to visit
the area all-along the Ganga right from UP
to Bengal, and 1 found that there was severe
erosion at a number of places, such as
Aurangabad, Malda, Berea Ballia etc. The
meandering is a characteristic of the river.
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“During the floods of 1969, the spurs
protecting the National Highway No. 31
and the Railways, and the area behind,
withstood the floods without much
damage due to the constant attention
paid by the Railways but serious em-

bayment occurred between some of the
spurs.
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“The Chairman of the Ganga-Brahma-
putra Technical Sub-committee, Mr.
Krishna Murare, Chief Engineer
(Flood and Irrigation), UP was ex-
tremely reticent when a press party met
him after a closed-docr meeting of the
team lasting for thre=  hours. He
merely said that the decision lay with the

Government and the authorities con-
cerned.”.
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DR. K. L. RAO : It is true that a com-
mittee headed by the UP Chiel Engineer,
Shri Krishan Murare went there. I do
not know why he made that statement.
Officials are not authorised to make any
statemnents, they are only to submit their
reports. The'reportisstillawaited. Never-
theless, I can assure the hon. Member that
in view of the fact the Manasi is a very
critical area and it is only four miles between
the Ganga and the Bagmati and the Kosi
system, we have to ensure that no land
is lost there, and, therefore, it is almost
certain that we shall not allow the Manasi
erosion to proceed further. That is why
we shall spend some more money and see
that the protective works are maintained
intact.

MR. SPEAKER : Now, we shall take up
the next item.

12.16 hrs.

RE. THEFT OF SECRET DEFENCE
DOCUMENT FROM CSIO, CHANDI-
GARH

SHRI. M. L. SONDHI : (New
Delhi) : I would like to know what hLas
happened in regard to the Chandigarh
matter. At Chandigarh, there is the Central
Scientific Instruments Oiganisation......

MR. SPEAKER : I would request Shri
M. L. Sondhi to resume his seat......

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : It is a crisis there;
it is an emergency there, and some action
is necessary today, because 1 have had
telephone reports, and the Sratesman is also
in your hands, and you know what the
position is. Somebody may commit sui-
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cide. Hec has written to the Prime Minister

MR. SPEAKER : I am going to say
something on it. Let the hon. Member sit
down now.

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : I want to convey
to you the latest information bacause you left
Chandigarh long ago. It is a very serious
situation there. The setting up of the
Sarkar Committee or any other committee
does not justify ministerial bankruptcy.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Alipore) :
We are all concerned about it. You may,
therefore, kindly allow a calling-attention-
notice.

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : I had come to
your Chamber and I had explained the
position. . ......

MR. SPEAKER : Now, the hon. Member
should sit down, when I am on my legs.

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : I have not rissn
without your permission.

MR. SPEAKER :Iam going to tell him
something about it. Let him sit down.

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : I had requested
you for your permission; therefore, please
do not give the impression as if I have risen
without your permission. It is wvery unfair
to me. I had taken your permission. I am
willing to resume my seat, but you should
clear the wrong impression.

MR. SPEAKER : He may be willing to do
many things. But the point is this. He
had met me in my Chamber. After that,
one or two more hon. Members had sent
their notices. 1 had told the hon. Member
that anything can be done, but now I have
decided to admit a calling-attention-notice
on it.

At least he should be reasonable to listen

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : Somebody may
commit suicide by Monday. There is a
civil war in thisinstitute. The hon. Minister
is the vice-president of the CSIR. Letters
have been written to the Prime Minister.
This House has time to discuss every
other matter, but it cannot find
time to discuss scientific affairs



