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RAILWAY BUDGET 1970-71-GENERAL g anfeiiz s< b & | & g

DICUSSION--Contd.

oft firr arerw (=) : TR EET R
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SHRI S, M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) : This
is briefing by Shrimati Tarkeshwrie Sinha.
She has given this couplet to him.
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¥ | afFw a8 T oA oY ¥ FTOw
TE A1 I HATHG AT Ty ave ey
F1 15 AT % ST AT & ar gy
IAFT FELAGT 7, AT I%T fawrer  faar
T, AfgAw zfmAz Y TE § 1 9 A
g fafrey & aws & o gfawr faeft
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R At & Ry faferr @ ¥ 9w
forg & 1 &fe forw wbery & o
Ffeerar azeT ST ATHeT & A I«
$w woa wrga R o e g & e
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o7 IAE & fay wrf dwedw-ar T AT
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at st dga 3T F Wi, T FEAfAl F
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W & s dff w1ew oiEw Agw W@
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s gezfon e faar s =fed

qaren wgtaa, w0 Qi ¥ fe wod
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faeelt & arr wfearé w1 3fer ¥ A gy,
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F7 7z 9 faaga & fw wx a% @k
&3z 3o wrear w1 dEAr 7 g1 aA A%
77wt gfmw & dwd W E L
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w< grr wrfgd afe I ey arér @ TEw
for w ofre o A 3% gfvaw ofe-
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YwIET wO, ¥ aral # IF er glaaw

gt afgd o

SHRI SONAVANE ( Pandharpur ) :
Yesterdsy, my hon. friend, Shri Fernandes,
while speaking on the budget referred to some
statistics regarding reduction in passenger
traffic, employment of labour other things.

He was correct, but T am sorry to say that
he did not blame the previous Ministers who
now sitting on the oppsit side with whom he
wants to haves political alliance, while Mr.
Nanda has come just now. He was reading an
articie dated 28 Febraury, written prior to the
amendment of the Railway Budget by the
Minister. He did not refer to the concessions
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anounced by him, and he was thereforeunch-
artable to the Railway Minister. therefor,
T would like Mr, Fernandes to lay the blame
where it belongs

ot ol woTER (weak o)
&8 fowma @ s w8, w@t wW
dzad, Ak AR WY avear @ @, W
qawa Y, N awIc Fag A 2

SHRI SONAVANE : This year's was a bur-
eaucratic budget. Mr. Menon was ill, Mr.
Nanda took charge hardly six days earlier.
So, he should blame the breacuracy and not
the Congress Government .

) I wish to congratulate Nandji for conci-
ding the demends and reducing the third class
fares and freights on essential supplies.
Banana is a produce of Maharashtra whichis
being carried by wagonsin thousands. Itisa
poor man's fruit. He should take care to see
that the frieght on banana is also reduced.

I have been repeatedly demanding the
abolition of the Railway Board. In may
speech of March 18th last year, for instance,
I had said:

"_Ikwould like to repeat my demand for the
abolition of the Railway Board."

I repeat this demand even now. Ifitis not
possible for the Railway Minister because he
has come on the scene just now, at least let
him reconstruct it. If heis not able recon-
struct it, let him completely abolish it, T
suggest that a committee of the General
Managers be constituted inthe place of the
Railway board with the Railway Minister as
chaitman, The expenses incurred on the Rail-
way Board would then be saved. what is the
performance of this Raiiway board ? Have the
been able o effect any economy ? The freig-
hts and fares arc not reduced, the railways
are runing i nto losses, late running of the trains
continues, and all complaints are there. There-
fore, what is the utility of this Board ? We
are spending Rs. 1} crores on the esta-
blishment charges of this Board. So, this
demand for its abolition is not voiced by me
alone. It was made by others and it has gai-
ned momentum in this House. So, the Rail-
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way Minister should either reconstruct it or
abolishiit.

I was very happy that our Deputy Rail-
way Minister who headed the Ui ic
Branch Lines committee completod the work
in a record time of five or six months. The
members of the committee visited all the Lin-
es and the report was submitted on 8.12 69.
Qut of the 77 uneconomic lines that the Gov-
ernment have studied, the committee has reco-
mmended that 46 of them should be helped,
reconstructed and renovated and that about
Rs. 35 crores would be the expenditure in
doing this. I would ask the hon,Debuty Mini-
ster, inall humility, whether his recommen-
dations have been accepted by the Railway
Minister; what action has been take on these
recommendations; what allotment has he made
inthe Railway budget. When we are losing
on these uneconomic lines, when the speed of
the trains is so slow and when they have levied
so many fares - I have been crying hoarse for
the last 20 year and [ have beenin this House
from 1950 - and when these difficulties are
felt by the people in my constituency, Pandhar-
pur, nothing has been done, and these rural
arcas have not been served. The pilgrims are
crowded like heds of cattle and the authori-
ties do not see to their we'farc, because the
high-ups traval in air-conditioned coaches
and in saloons, and they do not care to see
the condition of the poor pilgrims. The line
which runs from Latur via Kuruduwadi to
Miraj has been left uncared for and we have
clamouring and clamouring but nothing has
been done so far. So far the belief was that this
section was a losing concern.bu. the report of
the Dy. Railway Minisier says that it is not a
losing concern. Therefore, 1 would earnestly
plead, mow thal the traffic and engineering
surveys are over, that they shoud at least keep
some money for this section to be converted
from narrow gauge to broad gauge, and this
is our demand. This demand is being voiced
since a very long period of time. T think some
money will be sel apart for this purpose 1
have recieved several telegrams in this connec-
tion, and T would "liketo pass them on 1o the
hon. Minister. These telegrams say that some-
thing should be done cven at this late hour.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKAR : Please conc-
lude with that.

SHRI SONAVYANE : Sir, [represent the
Sheduled castes who are neglected and you
also represent scheduled Tribes.
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MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER : All right; one
minute, for the last point.

SHRI SONAVANE : We arein the days
of socialism. what socialism ?

Should not problems of thc economically
downtrodden people be attended to ? In the
catering department, there has been a mono-
poly of the Marwadise, Guptas and jains-all
these people- but not a single Scheduled Caste
or Scheduled Tribe person has been given such
an establishment as a tea-stall or a catering
Shop. The present position createsa sole
monopoly for others. We have been crying
every day, day in and day out, year in and
year out, that something should be done to
see that the railway establishmenis such as
these should be put in charge of the economi-
cally downtrodden people, but nothing has
been done. From the days of Shri Jagjiwan-
Ram, soon after he reliquished office, nothing
was done. Whatever was done by Shri Jag-
jiwan Ram is being gradually undone.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Conclude
please.

SHRI SONAVANE : One last point, and
that is abouc the delay. The conversion of the
Poona-Miraj line from metre guage to broad
gauge is going on. But the scheduled date for
completion is past, and nothingis done to
expedite the work. The work should be
expedited.

Another point is about the Sholapur divi-
sion. Formerly, it was in the Central Railway
zone. Now, it has been transferred to the
South Central zone. In Bangalor, the Railway
Service Commission is there. All these people
are neglecting the claims of the Marathi-spea-
king people. Weare tried; We did not want
to go to into that zone, but we were forced,
and it was said, ‘“*your claim would not be
neglected.”” But that promise has not been
fulfilled. The last point—

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKAR : No,no you
have been saying that it is the last poim
again and again,

SHRI SONAVANE : This is really my
last point, It is about the reduction of penal-
tyof Rs. 10 for ticketless traval and other
defaults. T feel that jhisis justified in cities

and in the urban areas, But in the rural areas
this fee is particularly very high, So, 1 requ-
=st that if It cannot be reduced to Rs. 2 or
Rs. 3, at least it should be reduced to Rs. 5
particularly on the branch lines,

Thank you :
15 hrs,
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SHRIMAT!  JYOTSNA CHANDA
(Cachar) : At the outset, I congratulate
the hon. Railway Minister for dropping the
propusals for enhancement of third class fares
and giving concessions also in freight rates.
We agree that due to these railway conces-
sions, the railways would lose about Rs. 13
crores, in additional revenue. He has appre-
hension that with the revised proposals for
the current year, the contribution of the
railway for the first year of the Railway Plan
would have been only Rs. 41.99 crores against
Rs. 120°37 crores visualised by the planners,
which means that if the Plan is to be im-
plemented, another Rs.200 crores will have
to be found out by the Department itself.

May I now make a few suggestions?
Government might find out strict measures
to stop ticketless travelling, and other
loopholes must be plugged, so that the earn-
ings of the railways could increase. T have
mentioncd many a time on the floor of the
House about the poor communication of
Assam, Tripura, Manipur and NEFA with the
rest of India. These are border areas having
China and Pakistan as our neighbours, If
the railway communications in these areas
are not immediately improved, any attack
from our neighbours will isolate us from the
rest of the country.}But with regret, I have
to admit that no mention has been made in
this budget regarding any improvement of
thesc arcas.
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Though the broad gauge line has been
extended to new Bongaigaon no proposal has
been made in this budget to extended this
broad gauge line upto Gauhati or further.
Rather this whole strategic area has no plare
in this budget as itis placed before the House.
For the sake of defence, I would request the
hon. minister that the M. G. line from Kari-
mganj to Dharmanagar should immediately
be extended upto Agartala. For similar rea-
sons, new railway lines should be constructed
from either Kutlicherra or from silchar to the
Mizo district and from Silchar to Manipur
vig Jiribum. I tried to impress upon the
Government so many times to take up this
matter immediately with the Planning com=
mission for survey work at least in the fourth
plan so that construction work could be taken
up immediately as soon as the survey is over.
But I find no consideration has been given in
this regard.

I would like to draw the attention of the
House to the fact that during the Mizo
rebellion due to lack of railway communica-
tion, Government had to the face difficulties
to send the army and their rations. Lumding
Badarpur hill section railway is the only link
for the people of Cachar, Mizo district and
Tripura will the rest of Assam and India. But
this hill section railway track and the main
line railway track from Lumdiug to Mariani
are often disturbed due to hostile Nagas,
because of which trains do not move on these
lines at night. These tracks should be cleared
of jungles on both sides and should be settled
with landless people of Assam ina planned
manner that they will be able to act as guards
againt any hostile i nfiltrators and at the same
time production of food-grains will also be
increases. So far as I could rather occasion-
ally jungles are cleared but no step has been
taken to settle down the landles persons on
both sides of the railway track nor any road
has been made parallel to the railway track
for the sake of a security.] have been pressing
thie sinoe 1962.

I draw the attention of the minister to take
measures for the security of the railway staff
in general and especially in West Bengal. It
has been published in the newspapers that
“‘people’s railway stations™ have come up in
different places in West Bengal where trains
are illegally stopped and passengers get in with
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the so-called tickets issued inthe name of
vpeoples railway staton”. The Government
stop any such attempts with & heavy hand.
Otherwise, the railway system will come to
a stand still as genuine passengers are harassed
and railway is deprived of its genuine
earnings.

I would like to refer to the amenities given
1o passengers and also to railway employees.
1 have been given to understand that the eme-
nities provided in third class cannot be pro-
perly enjoyed by passengeres as on many
occasions lights and fan are not found to
work. For reservation of sleeper berths, reser-
vation charls are not hung in proper time and
they are written in bad handwriting. May [
request the minister to issue an instruction
that reservation charts should be typewritten
and hung in proper time ? Frequently I find
lights and fans in the mail trains even do not
work properly.

Now I like to refer to the housing condi-
tion of the third and fourth grade employees,
particularly of the N.F. Railway. In the past,
my association with the N.F. Railway emplo-
yee's Union gave me opportunities to sec the
housing condition and T regret to point out
that even today houses are constructed with-
out proper ventilation and sanitation. I pre-
sume other railway employees have also the
some fate. The old age imprial outlook still
guides the housing system in utter disregard
to modern ideas of housing for workers. 1 feel
ashamed to mention that latrines arc used on
community basis.

I appeal to the minister to scc that proper
ventilation and sanitation of housing arran-
gements are provided to the railway emplo-
yees within this plan period

Ifind that 90 percent of the trains in the
country do not run to the exact time which
means disadvantage to the passengers.

The Taj Expreas still runs by coal engine.
It should be run by diesel locomotive which
will save time and will justify the proposal
for increase in fare.

I was told that the Railway Research Unit
which was established at Chittaranjan a few
years backis being shifted to Lucknow. 1 do
not find any reasons for such an action. May
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I know from the hon. Minister whether it
will notinvolve some expenditure ? 1 would
request the hon. Minister to ask the Railway
Board to be more coutious about their deci-
sions. They have no right to spend money at
their eweet will and bring proposals to raise
the fares and freights every year, taxing the
common people.

The three production units located at
Chittaranjan, varanasi and Madras arc doing
commendable work.

I find from the speech of the Railway
Minister that the Government have accepted
many of the recommendations made by the
Railways Accidents Inquiry Committee the
implementation of which I hope, will drastic-
ally reduce the number of accidents in the
near future.

It is good on the part of the railways to
make efforts to improve the quality of the
food and the :tandard of catering services on
the railways. During winter tea served in por-
celain pots gets cole. May I suggest that it
may kindly be served in metal pots lor the
convenience of the passengers 7

Before I conclude, I would like to extend
my gratitude and thanks to the hon. Minister
for his good gesture to relieve the common
people from the burden of inc:eased fares and
freights.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
NANDA) : Mr Deputy-Speaker, Sir, it is not
just a formality when I say that I am grateful
to the Hon. Members. I am deeply grateful
to them for their warm generosity towards
me which has found expression in the speeches
of alarge number of hon. Members. I was
overwhelmed by the consideration which has
been extended to me and | can only saw that [
shall endeavour to do my best to be warthy
of this trust.

Sir, I have listened with great care 1o the
obscrvations made in the course of the spec-
ches. I have given eamnest thought to the vari-
ous suggestions made and vicws expressed
here. I cannot say that I have been able Lo
apply my mind fully to these questions but
on the basis of my study of these problems
during the limited time that was available
to me ] have arrived at some conclusions.

They are not final conclusions;in fact, some
of them are tentave conclusions, I should say.
But | would take the earlies: opportunity to
discuss these matters with the hon. Members
of the House and others and arrive at a more
firm base for any action that has to be taken
in the course of the coming months,

The speeches made here werc not just
routine speeches. A large number of them had
a bearing on important questions of princi-
ples, policies and methods and the whole ques-
tion of organisation and the problems of
administration were high- lighted. The finan-
cial structure of the administration was also
very muchin the picture. These are important
questions concerning the present and the
future of the railways.

Becouse of the limitation of time, | may
nol be able to cenvey all thay I want to but
itis my conviction that the diaglogue which
has started now does not end with my speech.

We can carry it on other forums and there
will be many occasions for us to meet and
discus these things in a fruitful manner,
This will be a continuous process.

I am very conscious of the fact that the
minister's authority, as I view it, is not such
that T can hope to produce wvery big results
not becouse there is any limitation on my
authority by anybody in my ministry but bec-
ause there are bigger limitations, and [ shall
seck the help of Members of, Parliament,
irrespective of party, as partners in this end-
eavour. '

I look upon all those who are serving the
railways—working in or far the railways in
any capacity, including the members of the
Board—as co—workers and [ shall count very
much upon their help and co—operation.
Also, I wish to involve in this process a large
number of persons, those who use the various
services offered by the railways and the people
generally, in doing their part in making the
railways a model national enterprise.

This is a very high aspiration and ) shall
not spare myself. This will be my contribution
I shall do my best. I may add that I will not
make any promise regarding which 1 am not
sure that it will be fulfilled or thereis a rea-
sonable chance of carrying it out. Everything
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that will come to my notice, including the
scores of letters that I receive from Members
of Parliament from day to day, will receive
attention and decisions will be taken as qui-
ckly as possible without delay.

But there is one thing which 1 shall say just
at this stage. If bscause of the compulsion of
circumstances I cannot give satisfaction with
respect to many demands that are bzing made
and I have to say, **No", I hopeand T plead
that hon. Member will put up with me.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : No

THE DEUPTY MINISTER IN THE MINI-
STRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI M. R.
KRISHNA) : That is expected from you.

SHRI NANDA : In the context of our
proposals to increase the rates of fares and
frieght, the discussion inside and outside the
House raises some very perlinent questions
as to the prinziples und:riying our attitude
and decisions in determining these scales and
structure of rates with regard lo passenger
and goods traffic. The Budget proposals as well
as the modifications that were made have
brought these questions to the fore. They call
for some elucidation on my part.

What is our conception of the function
and role of railwaysin the new society which
we are trying and hoping to create in this
country 7 The further Squestion which has
occurred in many speeches is : will the rail-
ways continue to act in the o'd fashion or do
they feel the need for change to bring them-
gelves into tune with the spirit of the new
times 71 may say immediately ‘that the rail-
way system is not standing still; yet, there is
no deying the fact that there is a great deal of
room for a fresh [orientation. The railways
should be receptive to the play of the new for~
ces which have been released in this country.

Ons cannot, however, be oblivious to one
very imporiant fact The railways themselves
arc a product of prevailing social condition

and social and political climate. But I do not
want to put up a kind of an excuse. I will say
that all those who are connected with the rail-
ways should seize the possibilities of taking a

leadin the matier of this change and help

the country in that way.

MARCH 10, 1970

Railway Budget-Gen, Dis. 268

Then, an hon. Member who is sitting here
prescribed for me three tests of our good faith
in relation to this budget. How will it affect
the common man, what does it mean for the
passengers and what is the message for a
large body of employees in the railweys were
the three tests prescribed. I accept this yard-
stick. I cannot give all the answers straight-
way. They will unfold themselves, in the
coming day: in the,budget as it is before you
and we can re-shape as we go along.

Ml ATH FETEN : TH & qOF A &
qr FaT FLay ?

SHRI NANDA : Yes, depending upon
how much we are able to achieve in the mat:
ter of economies, in the matter of saving the
property from the destruction, [in the matter
of augmenting our revenues, plugging the loo-
pholes and in so many ways.

s} THAAE qRA (FATTAST ) : FTAH
IH ®I@EH FG1 | I G G@r faem

SHRI NANDA : I will attend to things
which have a higher priority. we will consi-
der that also.

I must face onc question, the first thing,
in my reply to the general discussion and this
question has been asked repeatedly by some
hon. Members, and thatis, the Railway
Minister, in his, Budget speech, came out with
a case Lhat the finances of the railways were
in a very bad shap, that there was a substan-
tial and recurring deficit and, on that groud-
there was the need for an increase in the reve-
nues and that it was proposed that it should
be raised by increasing frieghts and fares and,
thereafier, within less than a week, " he came
forward with an announcement which invo-
Ived sacrifice of precious resources amounting
to Rs. 13 crores. And the words used were.
Is this not a retreat 7 Is it not a somesault_?

SHRI INDRAJIT GUFTA
Progressive one.

(Alipore) :

SHRI NANDA : Progressive also. Regar-
ding both these charges, 1say, itis not so.
Weakness will be everywhere. . .

SHRI RAM SEWAK YADAY : At the

moment, yon confine it to yourself.
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SHRI NANDA, : I think, thore will be
mlc:re stren lh than :eqknnss here. To use thnts.

guage of transport, it was just a change o
the track, to some extent and it was just
amove in the direction of conforming more
fully to our social obligations and to the spi-
rit of democracy.

May I put plain facts of the situation before

the hon; Members ? The rail ways have drawn
on their reserves to the extent of Rs 11g. 48
crores during the last six years and the revenue
resarve fund has been exhausted. The railways
have also drawn a debit on the general reve-
nues to the extent of Rs 55.39 crores during
the same period and, on all this debit, the
railways have to pay interest on a progressive
scale which now amounts to Rs 1.56 crores
in the current year. This is one side
of the picturc. This is the pictureas we
have now and it has a very intimate direct
bearing on all the things that are being
asked forjand, of course, very real needs
which have been projected here. On the other
hand,the passenger and other traffic is being
maintained and developed as a losing propo-
sition. The amount of loss of Rs. 45 crores
cannot be wholly met out of the earnings from
goods traffic. Now, an assumption is that the
general revenues are going to remain as they
are, that is, the payment that is to be made in
the shape of dividend to the general revenues
is fixed—we cannot change. Also, in respect
of the five year plan, we expect to provide
a part of those resources out of funds raised
internally.

That means that <ome of the surpluses
have to be ploughed back into railway deve-
lopment. This was the assumption. In the light
of these facts and assumptions-1 would ask the
hon. Members-was there anything oulrageous
in the ‘railway {Budget proposals conceived
purly on commercial; principles ? But there
is, I should say, adequate and,sufficient Just-
ification for them on commercial and econo-
mic grounds. Then, why have we withdrawan
the additions to the rates of fares for the most
part and freight ‘n some cases 7 The simple
answer is that while the Railways have their
responsibility as a commercial organization
they have also their obligations az a public
utility. Furthermore, as & public undertaking
they cannot ignore the wider considerations
aflfacting the nation as s whole, the nation
to which they belong and all of us belong. In
other words, the Railways have not merely

to fulfil the test of commercial viability,
they have also to satisfy some vital, social
and political criteria. A commercial body
will in all circumstances set its face
against avoidable losses and will normally
charge for its products what the traffic can
bear. There is another aspect—what the
traffic can bear, It is not possible in any
case 1o charge more than what the traffic will
bear, because otherwise we will belosing
that traffic. certainly we have come to the rock
bottom and, therefore, we cannot charge.
Therefore, it is inescapable. There is a diffe-
rence. A commercial undertaking, however
will not scruple to charge all that the traffic-
can bear, that is, it will tend to maximise its
revenues. As public utilty, the Railways may
have to charge less than the maximum feasible
rates becouse of various special considrations.
I am mention here the kind of social respons-
ibilities which the Railways have accepted in
1ecent years. Members are familiar with that
but I would like to mention briefly a few
things. These are maintenance of uneconomic
branch lines—Rs. 7.70 crores, freight conces-
sions for commodities like foodgrains. fodder
fertilisere, etc.—Rs. [ 3 crores, suburbon
traffic and particulalry the loss on monthly
and quarterly season tickets--Rs. 8 crores.
A private employ would not spend all
that. We spend on the maintenance of
hospitals and health units for railway staff
and railway schools for the children of
the railway employees Rs. 17.50 crores,
I should say this is all good investment. But
all that T want to say is that in other cases
much of it will be born by the State or the
administration of the country. It may also be
pointed outl that at least a portion of the
expenditure on Railway protection Forces and
order Police—Rs. 7.50 crores—is not a proper
charge on the Railway earnings. For the cur-
rent year the aggregate loss on this account
may be approximately Rs.53.70 crores.

In the case of Third Class Passengers, the
losses have been borne in the past on social
grounds. | have also s n of the political
aspect. Itis not related at all to any narrow
Party outlook.Tt marks our appreciation of the
i ative of politics in a democracy that the
will of the people must prevail. In a repre-
sentative democracy largely it means the voice
of the representatives of the people. The
wishes of the people have become the deci-
sive influence in reshaping the Raulway Bud-
get on the modified lines. with all this I must
also disclose to the House an important



271 Railway Budget-Gen, Dis.

[ Shri Nanda

MARCH 10, 1970 Railway Budget-Gen. Dis.

272

SHRI NANDA : Whatever may be the

element in my thinking, but for whick it would reason, they are spending all these money.

not have been possible for me to giveup an
income of Rs. 13 crores. Knowing well
enough even with all the proposed additions
there would be very little or no money for
news lines, for conversion of metre guage to
broad guage and there will be nothing at all 1o
spend on uneconomic lines and various other
necessary improvements.

T have entertained the belief that quite
apart from any relief in the general dividend
the rail ways may obtain there is the l arge pro-
spect of augmenting the revenues in other
ways to a substantial extent. I hope it is pos-
sible, T hopeit will be possible,—but I must
warn those who would press me to under
take,—or,if T may use a better word, who
plead with me or put forward the plea, or
press me to undertake theliability,—or in-
crease in expenditure withoul any increase in
income, whether on behalf of the passengers,
or the emplyees or any other considerations,
that I will be in no position to meet those
demands unless more resources have become
available. I am well aware of another aspect of
the problem connected with it. There are
things which can be done, improvements
which can be secured, without any kind of
increase in expenditurc. Within the same all-
ocations much better things can be done,
much better ways can be found.

Hon. Members here—many of them-spoke
to me about the condition of the third class
passengers and what they have themselves
expericnced.;Now, T have got a statement
before me about what is being done about the
passenger amenities saying so much is being
done:All that is good. .But yet, the fact is this,
passengers move from one place to another
and they have to do so because they have to
fulfil  certain social obligations certain
pressing commercial or business engagements
etc. What can they do ? Ir they can help it
they would not travel. I have been told by
the Department that about Rs. 12 crores
every year is;being spent on the maintenance .
Why ? People remove the apparatus, fixtures
and oquipments etc. Whatever it may be it is
our responsibility. itis the responsibility of
the Railways, certainly.

DR. SUSHILA NAYAR (Jhhansi) : They
are sold back to the Rail 'n-unpnno-
len and sold back to the railways,

We must revise ways and means to sec that
they are stoped. Let the lights fail in the first
class. They will be able to look after them-
selves but let the lights not fail in the third
class.
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SHRI NANDA : Ifit is left to my unaided
efforts, I will do all that is possible and yet
not succeed.
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SHRI NANDA : The hon Member said
certain things. He mentioned about lights; he
mentioned about drinking water; he men-
tioned also the problem of sanitation. How
can we afford not to do it 7 We have 1o see
the human aspect and in fulfilling our obli-
galions we would go to the utmost extent to
see that no one is suffering because of lack
of water. Particularly in not weather you can
emagine the plight of the people go with out
water. sometimes it may not be cold potable
waler but sometimes no water at all is avai-
lable. Sometimes it may happen that way. I
am told that they have a very good organisa-
tion they have got certain arrangements, pots
and everything are there to run the service,
and yet, it has happened.

On the question of sanitation, itis a health
need I can understand the sufferings and hard-
ships of the people whom they have to carry
on their journeysin those conditions, impos-
sible conditions, sometimes. It is no question
of the comfort or health of the passengers, it
is & question of the dignity of this nation, its
sel f-respect.

It is one kind of a symbol of how much
advancement we have made.

1 was asked by the hon. member whether

I could go with him to sce the conditions of
third class travel from one place to another,



273 Railway Budgetr-Gen.Dis. PHALGUNA 19, 1891 (S4KA) Railway Budger-Gen, Dis, 274

oY T Aew AW ¢ wH-EAT
fwfora

ot Wo WYo wAWI: I¥ ¥ AT F
AHETER ALY grAT FAE AT T FA WG
F W GO | WSS gW A
e

SHRI NANDA : I am greatful to this
invitation and gesture. But may T tell the hon.
member that T can move in third class unes-
corted, and T will do that.

Y A & AR : AR AT gL
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SHRI NANDA : After a certain period
which we can decide on, we will meet, T will
report to him and we will exchange notes.
If T have missed anything. T will have another
talk with him.
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SHRI NANDA : This brings up the pro-
blem of catering. Tdo noteat laddus. 1
would take him with me and he can eat all
the laddus at the stations.

Here, pconle pay for what they get. They
do not get their due in the sence that it is not
enough in quality, although the notes I have
been given show that there has been improve-
ment over the years.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : Do not
believe them,

SHRI RAM SEVAK YADAV : He goes
according to his own notes; he is off the
track .

SHRI NANDA : I do not vouch for the
accuracy of those figures. We must be accu-
rate as far as possible. But the conditions
actually people experience are more impor-
tant., [ bailieve it should be pomible to
improve catering without increasing charpes
there within the same limitations.

There was also mention of the difficultie?
expericnced by ladies moving in suburban
trains. [ cannot say off-hand regarding that.
I will go personally, see and examine what
can be done regarding that. The hon. member
said that I should move along with him in
that train. [ will be able to see it from out-
side also without moving in the train.

DR. SUSHILA NAYAR : The problem is
that they drink in the train.
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SHRI NANDA : That is not my way of
doing things.

Similarly regarding stafl, the demands they
are making for increased payments, increments
-aising the basis of their remunerations - these
things will certainly be dealt with by the Pay
Commission. Still some suggestions were
made why we could not get more out of the
workers by better dealings with them, by
giving them a sense of particlpation. This is
possible; by looking after the small numerous
difficulties, this is possible. Theieis a machi-
nery and organisation. It can be streamlined,
Some improvement is possible.

About the employees, there were other
things said. [ was told about the accidents.

It is not a loss to the Railways only but to
the people. Many of them can ill afford it.
It involves loss of life and injury. It is possi-
ble, without spending any money, to get the
best out of people in order that we can remove
or at least bring down as much as possible the
incidence of accidents.

So far as the complaints about the increase
in freights are concerned, in 'ine with the same
trend of thought which I have expressed, we
took of the increase on foodgrains, all kinds
of foodgrains.

SHRIMATI JAYABEN SHAH (Amreli):
What about salt ?
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SHRI NANDA : T have got figures before 1way of presentation is the product of some cus-

me. Inmost cases although the Railways
will get something sizeable but not enough in
telation to its requirements, the percentage in-
crease on those on whom this increase is going
to fall is very slight. 1 see the argument that
though it is slight here. actually it will swell.
f things improve in other way and there are
increases in the revenues on the lines that we
have contemplated or visualised, andif there
isany thing found regarding any hardship
created by the increase in freightsin any
particular commodity, we will certainly exa-
mine it,

. DR, SUSHILA NAYAR : Salt you
consider, We had a salt satyagraha.
special thing.

must
It isa

SHRI NANDA : What I have said applies
to all these things. 1 learn that there are (wo
types of salt, programmed and non-progra-
mmed. The salt whichis consumed by the
people is not subject to any appreciable in-
crease. I think it is nothing at all.

SHRI SHIVAJIRAO S. DESHMUKH (Par-
bhani) : The freight on bananas has gone
up from Ra, 400 to Rs.1,600 per wagon.

DR . SUSHILA NAYAR :There should be
no freight on salt in the Gandhi Centenary
Year.

SHRI NANDA : I have answered that in
general terms because it is not possible for me
to specifically take up any commodity and say
I can do this here and now. 1 have tried to
reduce the complaints on account of the bur-
den on fares.

There i* a further complaint that I have
robbed the opposition ofthe major part of
their ammunition against the Railway adminis-
tration in the course of thir debate by with-
drawing increase in fares. That complaint
was voiced I think in ths very first instance by
Mr, Poonacha and some other friends. 1 am
sorry I have no answer for that.

Now I come to Railway finances. Some
Members mentioned, and it come out in the
Preas that there is a very substantial surplus of
Rs. 20 crores.and therefore there was no nece-

* ssity to increase the fares and freights. This

tomary method of accounting in the Railways
which at this stage does not take into account
the further transfer from the Railway eamings
to the Development Fund. This Development
Fund again is being used not asakind of
ressrve for capital investment. The expendi-
ture incurred out of the Development Fund
approximating to Rs. 21 crores is totally un-
remunerative. Therefore, that much also has
1o be taken out of that figure to arrive at what
the balance is. Thisillusory surplus gives a
false impression and leadsto wrong conclu-
sions. I have already stated before the House
that for the year 1970-71, there is an estimated
deficit of Rs. 1a°07 crores with the proposed
increases remaining in tact. Without them, it
would have amounted to Rs. 40'97 crores.
This is my side of the picture, but)
would alsolike to contend with the contrary
point of view. According to that, where is
the deficit 7 1 am told that the deficit is non-
existent. [ would be very happy if somebody
can show me the way to find out some under-
ground reservoir which could be tapped or
drawn upon in order to meet these demands.
But it concrete terms, what emerged after dis-
cussion was that in the opinion of several
Members, we are paying an ¢xcessive amount
as dividend to the general revenues. T shall
welcome any relief thatI can get on this
account. If there is any thing legitimate, what
ever is the legitimate charge, hasto be paid,
although the railways may benefit. But [
have to submit that this is the largest public
undertaking, and it carries a very huge invest-
ment, a huge chunk of the resources of this
country, and if it incurs a loss, it would have
to be then met out of the general revenug¢ and
that is borne by the general tax-payer.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Do you want
relief or not? Why blow hot and cold in the
same breath?

SHRI NANDA : I want justice, whatever
relief is due, because what [ have in mind is
this : that the relief will not be adequate. A
just relief, legitimate relief, will not adequate
to meet all the needs of the railways.

SHRI 5. R. DAMANI (Sholapur) : May
I know what will be the proportion of expem
diture on administration and maintenance in

the railway expenditure 7 (faserruption)
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SHRI NANDA : I have said at the very
start that when we surrendered that, it was in
the hope and belief that various avenues will
be explord for raising the revenue for main-
tenance and consumption of fuel, and for plug-
ging loopholes and leakages in revenue and
SO on,

I may say further that the railways should
certainly be compensated for the social bur-
dens which they have to carry, and on this
account I do not want to enter into the de-
tails. There is a fairly large amount. T now
come o the dividend. Shri Poonacha is not
here.

AN HON. MEMBER : But we are here.

SHRI NANDA : But your position is
somewhat defferent. Shri Poonacha initiated
the discussion on the railway budget. And
may I pay a compliment to him that with
great enthusiasm, he propounded certain
theories, and I may say fiom my side that
I saw in his presence, and T see in the pre-
sence of two other former Ministers of
Railways on the other sides—

SHRI SHEO NARAIN : They are three.

SHRI NANDA : I see in their presence
a greal factor for the safety of the Railway
Ministry. Although what Mr. Poonacha
said tended in the opposite direction, he
took strong exception to our having pro-
duced a budget and formulated the Railway's
Fourih plan witout waiting for the recom-
mendations of the Railway Convention com-
mittee. He is entitled to respectful hearing
on any subject that is connected with the
railways, but he is unduly worried on our
account. His apprehensions are unfounded.
. I must confess that I am unable to comp-
rehend what possible basis there could be
for the charge that in coming before the

Honse with our budget proposals, we have -

in any manner violated the privileges of the
House. He played with that idea, I pre-
sume. The real position is firstly, the
principles of 1965 Convention Committee
would hold good till the same are revised
or modiflied by the railway convention
Commitiee of 1968, when duly a;proved by
Parliament, and secondly, there revised
T dati Id have effect from the
Ist April, 1969,

I have to enterinto this because more
than half the speech of the hon. member
and some others was devoted entirely to the
question of the conventions commitlee. Asa
matter of covnenience, il was decided to have a
new convention committee from Ist April 1969
coterminus with the new Fourth Plan, So long
as the recommendations of the Railway Con-
ventions Committee of 1968 are not made
effective retrospectively, thére could be-no
objection at all. There is a subsisting Con-
vention and if there is any delay in the new
Convention, it does not affect the issue at
all,
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SHRI NANDA : Immediately concede
the point that the person who writes to us in
Hindi must receive a reply in Hindi and not
in English.

SHRI SONAVANE : What is the action
taken ?

SHRI NANDA : Action cannot be taken
in English or in Hindi; action can be taken
only by means of action. The reply has to
be in Hindi or English according as the per-
son writes in Hindi or English.

SHRI SHRICHAND GOYAL
(Chandigarh) : Hec is not complaining
about English or Hindi. He is complaining
aboul the tone of the language.
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SHRI NANDA : He is ina stronger
position on that score, becouse cven il we
cannot agree to all the things that hon.
members ask for, the tone of the language
should be the best possible. It should be
dignified and courteous. (Interruptions).
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SHR1 NANDA : I have something to
say about that also if hon. members will
listen. (Interruption).
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I have been in this ministry for too few
days to be able to think much about these
things.

I will have to look into tnese matlers
more carefully, but I will acknowleage one
thing. Something must have gone wrong
somewhere; otherwise, there would not have
boen such strong feelings here. I quite app-
reciate that. Therefore, it becomes my
responsibility to go into it. If therc is a case
for the Board, I wi'l present il.

16 hre.

You may call it a Board, a council or a
socretariat but there has to be an organisa-
tion to coordinate the activities of such a
vast network spread all over the country
with so many technical problems, problems
of finance, personnal, different zones and
50 on.
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SHRI SONAVANE : There if a huge
army of people at the zonal headquarters.

SHRI NANDA : It may be that while
maintaining some such apparatus there can
be room for making some modifications;
there can be deep and extensive re-organi-
sation. We can vndertake that. But, all the
same, we require peoples to look after this
organisation and discharge the functions, by
whatever name you may call them, Tt is not
& question of ndividiuals; individuals come
and go; itis the question of =ome organi-
sation. If anybody goes wrong, we must take
stringent action against him. But there must
the some organisation, some appratus Lo run
the railways. Let us sit down and go into
this question.

I am told that I should deal dirctly with
the General Managers, as if.the General
Managers are better then thesc people. These
people were General Managers ecarlier, So,
that will not solve the problem. Itis a ques-
tion of considering what is the soundest
footing for an organisation like this, The
committees and commissions which have so
far gone into this question have not opined
against this system. So | cannot offhand
say that the Board should be scrapped.
There is the ARC which appointed a Study
Team lo go into this question. It has made
its recommendation on the basis of its own
observations. We will have to consider that,
Then, I am told that recently P&T have
decided to go in for this method of
organisation,

I think I have dealt with this point
sufficiently. I will again repeat that 1 have
an open mind on this question, We shall
sit down and discuss this question, which-
everis the better system will be adopted.
But if there is nothig clse which is better,
or even equally good, to take its place why
should we scrapit 7 I do admit that there is
room for a great deal of i mprovement, I
think I will leaveit at that,

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam) ; Has not
the ARC made recommendations in negard

to this ?
SHRI NANDA : They have.

SHRI RANGA : Then, why do you want
another conference or commitwiee 7
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SHRI NANDA : If the hon, Mcmbers
agree here and now then I shall carry out the
recommendations of the ARC

SHRI RANGA : Then why did you app-
oint that commission at all, il you want to
come to us again and again suggesting more
commissions ?

SHRI NANDA : They will not satisfy the
hon, Members becouse they do not go for
enough from the point of view the hon.
Members.

SHRI RANGA : You appointed a high-
poweied commission which, in its turn,
appointed a study team Lo go into this ques-
tion, They studied this question and invited
some Members of Parliament to give their
views, In the end, they have made some
recommendations 1 am not holding any
briel for anybody, but why can’t you imple-
ment those recommendations ?

SHRI NANDA : May I know whether
the hon, Member has rcad those rccmmen-
dation of the ARC ?

SHRI RANGA : No. My point is not
that, First of all who is on the dock—you
or me ? Certainly, you. So, don't be
silly. The most important thing is this,
The ARC have made some recommendations,
Have the Government given serious con-
sideration to their recommendations, with
out the mediation of the Railway Board ?
Have the Cabinate considered those recomm-
endations and come to any conclusion ?
I not, why do yon waot another commission
for consultation ? If you appoint another
commission, it will go on and therc will be
no end to it.

SHRI SONAVANE : Sir, is ii properto
use the word *silly’ 7

SHRI NANDA : Sir, may | answer this
question first, because the hon. Member
has been swopt off his feet ?

SHRI RANGA : What is wrong with my
quostion 7 Here is the report of a Commi-
ssiom. Hewe you considered those recom-
mendations ?

SHRI NANDA : The report was recei ved
recently and it is being examined . Why 1 wok

up the other point was that knowing the
mind of these Hon. members and having
known recommendations... (Irterruption)

[leave that point because I agree with
him.

SERT RANGA : There was a commission.
Ministers come and ministers go but the
commission is on important thing.

SHIR NANDA : [ will not reciprocate
that compliment but I will say that the hon.
Member is not absorbing the point,

SHRI RANGA : I have been here for
long but you, as minister, have gonc out s0
{Interruption)

SHRI NANDA : I have to deal with
another important question which was raised
by many Members. It is about carruption
and corrupt practices.. ... (Interruption) It
has been said by many Members that corrupt
practices are & contributory factor to aggra-
vating the financial diffiiculties of the
department. [ have received many communi-
cations form people corroborating this asses-
sment on the strength of their experience, 1
have received many letiers about what is
happening.

SHRI RAMAVATAR
(Patna) : We can supply more.

SHASTRI

SHRI NANDA : It has been made out
that this evil exists in big proportions and
that vested interests have grown up.
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SHRI NANDA : Some hon. Members
appealed to me to tackle the evil of corrupt
practices in_the railway system telling me
that J will find the railways a more manag-
eable proposition than the one which |
taken up carlier. They recalled an earlier
assurance of mine on the subject,

| may incidentally bring to the notice of
the House as to whal precisely was my
earlier commitment made on 30th November
mﬂulmlh words said in this
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‘*Even in this sphere in which [ act,
that is, the Central sphere, within a
period of two years if I fail to produce a
striking impression and to make a subsia-
ntial difference in regard to prevalence of
corruption, [ will give up the present
position and regard myself unworthy of
holding any such office.”

This was the commitment. 1 shall take
some other opportunity to share with the
House the facts regarding what came out of
it and what heppened as a conscquence.

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL : It
increased. Therc was a diffierence in that
way.

SHRI NANDA : 1 will not be led
that. I will answer the question now.

into
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SHRI NANDA : | may answer that spec-
ific question by the hon, Member. T have a
fairly clear idea of the obstructions and
obstacles in the way of removing corruption.
1 know how many people with power,
influence and resources stand in the way.
Therefore I have on illusion that any indiv-
idual effiort of mine can achieve much or can
g0 very for without a great deal of active
co--operation from the workers of all greades
in the railways, Members of parliament and
the people. This is a stalement of position.

1 Will spell out briefly the approach that
I have in my mind at present for dealing
with the problem. Every genuine complaint
will receive atlention and will be investigated.
No weongdoer will escape punishment so for
as it lies in our power. My main reliance in
this matter will be on the result of a drive
for better and more  efficient performance
and for this [ wish actively to enlist the co-
operation of everybody who can be of any
help. I want Lo approach corruption elimina-
tion through efficiency and, I believe, a great
deal has been done by that alone.
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AN HON. MEMBER : Another promise-

SHRI NANDA : Without any kind of
tail to it,

The hon. Members will be dissatisfied if I
do not answer a number of points which they
raised during the general discussion. There
was a question of increasing revenue and
reducing expenditure. T have my own ideas
and information about what can be done.

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL (Dabhoi) :
An important question was regarding the
commitment of the Government made last
year about the narrow-gauge or the metre-
gauge lines to be converted into board-gauge
lines.

SHRI NANDA : [ will deal with that
also. Because I was asked to attend to their
grievances regarding the Board, I had to leave
those other points which in succession T was
going to deal with.

Now, shall deal with the question which
the hon. Member raised just now. That was
also a point which was emphasized by the
hon. Member, Shri Poonacha. He talked
of the perspective plan; he talked of a way
of solving our financial difficulties by a pro-
gramme of converling metre-gauge lines all
over the country into broad-gauge lines. This
will improve our resources, al the same time,
uccelerating the eco lopment in
certain less developed areas.

Ttis true that
any investment on broad-gauge construction
will be more remunerative than a similar in-
vestment on melre-gauge construction. But
the conversion of the existing metre-gauge
lines itself comes up against a variety of limit-
ing factors, for example, severe dislocation of
traffic that it would create during the execution
of the projects, time-factor in manufacturiog
the rolling stock equipment for broad-gauge
lines, investment in repairing fully serviceable
equipment belore the expiry of normal period
of useful service which this country can ill-
afford. So, there is a huge cost involved in
the programme of gauge conversion. However
in view of the very clear gain and advantage,
in change-over from metre-gauge to broad-
gauge, a perspeclive plan has been taken up
for converson into broad-gauge. About 3000
km. of metre-gauge traffic routes will be con-
verted in some parts of the country where the
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existing metre-gauge lines, even now, are run-
ning near to saturation limit and a total esti-
mated amount of investment, even a modest
one, will exceed Rs 175 crores. It will be
completed within the next 10 to 15 years. This
programme covers 10 sections and in all these
sections, the surveys are either in progress or
have been completed. It is cxpected that in
the Fourth Plan, Rs 60 crores will be avai-
lable for gauge conversion.

In this connection, I may point out that
the study team of the Administrative Reforms
Commission has studied the problem and have
recommended that an annual investment of
about Rs. 10 crores should be set apart for
this purposc so that about 200 km. could be
converted vearly. The provision proposed by
us is somewhat larger and it will enable the
Railways to convert 300 km. every year from
the third year of the Plan.

SHRT SONAVANE : What about narrow-
gauge conversion?

SHRI RAGHUVIR SINGH SHASTRI
(Baghpat) : What about narrow-gauge
conversion? You have said only about
metre-gauge conversion,

SHRI NANDA : That will include the
conversion of narrow-gauge also depending
upon the feasibility, the need and what return
we are able to get on the investment that will
be made,

SHRIM. A. KHAN (Kasganj) : What
about uneconomic lines ?

SHRI NANDA : [ will deal with that
also. Regarding the question of uneconomic
lines, I have personally studied this report
and given considerable thought to the whole

problem.

ot fow aemw - swas & fadopd
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Ttis on the border with China. It is an
important question. The Minister has not
replied to it.

SHRINANDA : [ havegot it. 1 will
explain the position regarding uneconomic
lines. The problem isthis. There is some
kind of an assurance given to the hon member,
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a positive assurance given by my predecessor
when he was holding this portfolio, Now
there is the Comunittiee’s report. This report
is being examined and I have asked for a
proper examination of the relative importance
of these lines for the purpose of conversion,
eic. Prioritics are to be established both in
respect of how much we are going to lose, how
much we are losing now and how much we
will be able to make up by any investment,
Wi.h the cost on the oneside, it has tobe
examined as to what will be the margin which
will have to be covered in respect of the
present loss. [Ifitis a heavily losing propo-
sition, we may not be able to undertake it
immediately. In the Budget speech I had
mentioned that therc arc few lines which have
been taken up for the purpose of surveys.
After proper examination of this hurriedly in
the sense that all the proposals could not be
examined but some of the proposals have been
examined and I will give a list of those on
which further surveys will be carried out.

They are :
Khurduwadi 1o Pandharpur
Raipur ‘o Dhamtari

Extension of Rohtak-Gohana line to
Panipat.

Extension of Burhan Eiah line to Kasganj

Extension of Chickjajur-Chitradurg line
to Rayadurg

Extension of Rangapura North-Tezpur
line to Bhumraguri

Convension of Chota-Udaipur-Pratap-
nagar narrow gauge line, along with Chhucha-
pura-Tankhala branch, to Broad Gauge,

Conversion of Shantipur-Nabadwipghat
Narrow Gauge section to Broad Gauge.

Conversion of Pushpa-Talband line

Conversion of Purulia-Kotshila line.

SHRI SONAVANE : Survey of
Khurduowadi to Pandharpurline has already
been completed .

SHRT NANDA : I must submit that the
problem before me is; cither 10loss nothing
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at all during this period and leave things as
they are or go ahead and do something. But
we cannol do everything at once.

st corefie feeg (TTga ™) : TA€T A1 F7
Zr, a1 A g oo |

SHRI SHIVAJIRAO S. DESHMUKH :
Y our predecessor is committea to conversion
of the metre gauge to broad pgauge in
Marathwada,

SHRI SHEO NARAIN :
was concerned with the defence of
country. He has not replied to that.

My question
the

SHRI NANDA : 1 thank you, Sir, the
consideration you have shown me for taking
all this time. Var‘ous questions have arisen
and various proposals were made, Each one
will be considered carnestly with care but 1
cannot promise that every onec of them is
going to be accepted. 1t will not be possible
apart from anything clse because ihere isa
limited amount of funds. Unless we establish
priorities; nothing can be done. Tnerelore.
I do not want to say that everything witl be
done. (Interruption)

ot Toire feig . dvE ofvqia T
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SHRI NANDA : It would not be possible
for me to give replies to all the questions now.
But there is a way of giving attention to this
matter. Although Prof. Ranga may not likeit,
[want to associate hon Members and take

Jtheir help, [ want to associate them for con-
sideration of both sides of the question; How
to increase the resources and the other things?
What are the thing: to bz done? On all these
we should meet and discuss and consider them,
without any commitment on their part; but at
least let me be enlightened which will b: of
help to me.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : | do not want
any additional linc. Theseo is mothing of that
sort. The Rajdhani express from<Calcutta to
Howrah stops at Kanpur, But the passergsrs
are not allowed to getin. What about that ?
Theve is no addition of expeaditure invalved
iathat,

more halls on the express lines are to be met
there will be no express lir.es left at all and no
speed left and the whole purpose will be lost.
All the suggestions offered will be carefully
considercd and examined. Ithank the Hon.
Members for the very great consideration that
they have shown to me, Thank you,

16/23. hours

GENERAL BUDGET—1970-71,
GENERAL DISCUSSION

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Housc
will now take up Discussion ofthe General
Budget. Shri Asoka Mchta.

SHRI ASOKA MEHTA (Bhandara):
« thank you, Mr. Deputy-Speaker, for having
asked me to initiate a discussion on the Budget
which is claimed to mark a watershed inthe
politics and economy of this country, It has
been the claim of the Prime Minister that she
is engaged now in batlering down the barriers
that divide the country into two nations, the
nation of the rich and the nation of the poor,
It is for that purpose that she has-destabilised
the politics of this coumtry and has broken the
historic party. Itis therefore that we should
give the closest attention Lo the budget which
I presume spells out the n2w economic policy
ofthe protagonisis of new politics in this
country. Sir, Gandhiji, in the course of his
charismatic leadership of the freedom move-
ment had offered two evocative slogans, One at
the bzginning of his career, and the other,
almost at the end of his career, The first was:
*‘Swaraj in one year”; the other great evocative
slogan was **Quit India”. Both these slogans
have bean appropriated by the Prime Minister’s
party. Tne President of her party has said that
he is trying to achicve socialism in one year!
And_ a former President of the party has given
a slogan of 'quit poverty’. And now we have
g0t to see how far these evocative slogans are
woven into the fabric of the budget. I shall
look at the budget from four standpoints,

Dozs it conform to the pattern and trend
of «he previous budgels, obnoxions as they
obviously wese ? Does the Budget accelerae
ecomomic growth and recancile it with social
jussice ? Dwes it improve the managerment of



